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Fbbdchio was now upon ihe point of taking tl^e 
field, and thereby anticipating the desigps of his ene* 
mies; being of opinion* as he wrote himself to the 
King of England* that it was more prudent ^ovemrtf 
quam prttveniri,^ Before, however, he did so, he 
published at Berlin *' A Declaration of the motives 
which have obliged his mijesty the Kin^ of Prussia 
to prevent the designs of the court of Vienna.'* In 
this document Frederic inveighed against ihe ambi« 
tion of the empress-queen, and dwelt much upon her 
secret designs against the independence of the princes 
of the empire. He also declared that the hberties 
of the Germanic body should only be buried in the 
same grave with Prussia ; and concluded by calling 

* lleiiydn hy BoHMo Walpola Sail af (MM. 
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Heaven to Mritness, that havings songht for peace in 
vain by everv means in his power, he was at lei^;th 
forced to take up arms in order to dissipate a con* 
spiracy which had been formed against his posses- 
sions and his -crown.* 

One evening at a great snpper the King of Prussia 
whispered to Mitchell, the English minister at Berlin, 
that he wished him to come to him at three o'clock 
on the following morning. When he arrived he car- 
ried him to his camp, aim told him that there were 
in it a hundred thousand men setting out at that in- 
stant they knew not whither ; and bade him write to 
his master that he was going to defend his majesty's 
dominions and his own.f At the same time he or- 
dered his envoy at the court of Sfresden to demand 
a passage for the Prussian troops, which were on 
their roardi towaids Bohemia, throu^ the ^ectonile 
of Saxony. The feeble King of Poland remonstrated 
at this deraandt bat as he had not a sufficient force 
on fqot to resist it, his remonstruices were not at- 
tended to. It was peculiarly necessary for the views 
of Frederic not only to obtain a passage for his troops 
through Saxony, but also to retain the command of 
^at country, the rulers of which he was well aware 
were thoroughly ill-disposed towards him, and would 
therefore take the first opportuni^ of entting off 
his retreat, should his Bohemian expedition prove 
imsoccessful. 

While the King of Poland was formalising respect* 
ing the terms upon which the Prussian monarch was 
to pass through his dominions, the latter had actually 
entered them at the head of a large army. This he 
divided into three separate corps, which were to 
march by different roads, and rendeavous near Drea* 
den.f The right wing, commanded by Prince Feiw 
dinand of Brunswick, took its route from Magdebmib 
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by HaUe* Leif»iq» tod ¥tvyb&g; the ctotre, wblcb 
was conducted by the king in person, marched alons 
tiie left side of the Elbe, by Wittemberg, Torgau, and 
Heissen ; and the left win^, led by the D«kex)f BeT«« 
tn, marched fVom the nmghbonrhood of Frankfort 
OB the Oder, thiongfa Lusatia, along the right bank 
of the EU)e« These different bodies of men set out 
tn their mdrch on the d9th of August,* and found 
themselves jvewiited in the neighbourhood of Dresden 
on the 6th of September. During his march Fredepe 
disseminated copies of a manifesto to the same effect 
as his former declaration.t 

At the same time with tiieking^ invasion of Sax- 
ofly, Marshal Schwerin, whp hs^ the command of 
the aniiy of Silesia, had received orders to penetrate 
into Bohemia by the circle of Koenigsgratz.} This 
hM and able veteran appears to have been animated 
idth aU the fire of a voang soldier ; at least, such are 
tiie sentiments which breathe through the following 
letter, written only a few months tefore this time; 
in which he feelingly laments the prospect of his 
Bot having any opportunity of serving another cam-i 
paign. Fate, however, reserved ioar him that which 
ne desired, Mid awarded to him, besides, a glorious 
death upon the field of honour. The letter is ad- 
dressed to Marshal Keith, between whom and him* 
s^ a most affectionate friendship apoears to have 
existed, and is dated Frankfort on the Oder, 17th 
Aprilt 1756. 

** In answer, my dear marshal, to the letter of the 
10th with which you have honoured me, I must tell 
you that I have decided upon not going to drink the 
waters at Carlsbad this year. I think at my age it 
is hardly worth the trouble or expense for me to 
msi^e this journey, though I have always found they 

t QllMn View oftlw Balgn oTFrederie n. 

9 BiiWn d» la Gaen* de 8«pc Ana, ptr Aednie tt 
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did me good, and that certain rfaeamatlsms I hare 
contracted during the last hard winter rather require 
such a step. As the war no longer appears to mo 
near at hand, I begin to despair of having an oppov* 
tunity of making another campaign, though my wish 
for it is so great. For at the age of seTenty4wOy 
and afler fifty^siz years of service, one cannot rea* 
sonably count much longer upon one's self; and the 
campaigns, which in our service we must look tOf 
above ail when one prefers one's duty to one's ease, 
demand a vigorous state of health. 

• ••••••• 

'* I remain 
^ Your excellency's very humble and obedient serv^U 

**C. DS SOBWKUK." 

He writes again to Marshal Keith on the 91st of 
August, 1766, having just taken the command of the 
troops destined to serve under him, and who were 
established at Neisse in Silesia :^-^I entreat you to 
send me from time to time, when your military ope* 
rations may permit it, any welcome news of your* 
self; and I will send you mine in return. I must 
expect to meet with enemies superior to me in 
strength: God will assist me to resist their attacks ; 
and I trust always to do my duty to sustain the 
glory of the king's troops, and to die like a brave 
man. Adieu." 

On the 3d of September, writing still from Neisse, 
he thus describes his own situation and that of the 
army opposed to him, whioh was commanded by 
Piccolomini, an Italian officer of merit in the Aus* 
trian service : — ^ I am now occupied in collecting the 
troops in this neighbourhood ; and in this position I 
shall wait for the king's orders, and see what coun* 
tenance the Austrians will put on when they hear the 
unexpected news of our master's enterprise. Thus 
far they appear to me not q|uite to know what steps 
to take i and the almost daily variations in the posi- 
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tions they occupy seem to indicate that they have 
not yet made up their minds upon the plan of their 
future operations."* 

As the King of Prussia advanced in his maroh to- 
wards Dresden, the fears of the court of the Kin^ of 
Poland, and especially of his minister Count Briihl, 
who knew himself to be peculiarly obnoxious to 
Frederic, redoubled. It was at length determined 
to collect all the troops that could be got toG^ther, 
amounting to about 12,000 men, and to fix them in 
the strong natural camp of Pirna. ** Pima," to use 
the words of the King of Prussia, " is a position 
which nature has taken pleasure to form into a sort 
of fortress, to the strength of which art can add no« 
thing. On the east side of this position the Elbe 
flows between rocks which, by contracting its bed, 
make the stream more rapid. The right of the Saxon 
army was defended by the little fortress of Sonnen- 
stein, near the Elbe. In the valley at the foot of 
these rocks is placed the town of Pima, from which 
the camp takes its name. The front towards the 
north extends to the hill of Kohlberg, which makes 
a sort of bastion to the fortification ; and before which 
there is a ravine nearly eighty feet deep, which is 
continued to the left, and thus surrounds the camp 
and stretches to the fort of Koenigstein. From the 
Kohlbergf, which forms a sort of angle, a chain of 
rocks, of which the Saxons occupied the tops, ex« 
tends towards the west, and only terminates on the 
bank of the Elbe at Kcenigstein. The Saxons, too 
feeble in numbers to fill the circle of this camp, which 
presented on all sides inaccessible rocks, contented 
' themselves with guarding the approaches to it, which, 
though difficult in themselves, were the only ones by 
whicn their position could be attacked. They there- 
fore in those places formed redoubts, and placed 
{Kdisades and cnevauz-de-Mses, for which they had 

* TbMe eitraetfl are ftmn tbe MS. Cormpondenee of Maralial Keitik 
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plentlfol materials In the immense foiests of pme« 
with which the summits of the mountains are covered* 
This camp, one of the very strongest in Europey hav» 
ing been eiKommed in detail, was decided to be im- 
pregnable ; and as therefore famine could alone van- 
^uifiii so many obstacles, it was resolved to blockade 
it strictly, and to prevent the Saxon troops from re?* 
ceiving provisions firom Uie neighbourhood.'^ This 
blockade the King of Prussia put into execution im- 
mediately after he had taken possession of Dresden* 

This latter event, which took place without any 
resistance on the part of the Saxons, occurred on the 
10th of September. Frederic assumed the name of 
Protector of Saxony; and the people of Dresden 
seemed well-disposed to receive him as such.t Being 
themselves rigid Protestants, they were offended 
with the Catholic bigotry of their own court ; while 
Frederic's attendance at the Protestant church gained 
Mm all hearts : and these feeling were confirmed 
t^ the winning manners of the king and the exact 
<hsciidlne of his troops.^ In conformity with these 
feeling on the part of the Saxons, almost all the 
principal persons of the conntryt as well as the ma- 
gistrates of the town, attended the King of Prussia's 
levees, and all were well received. The king kept 
an open table, to which many of the Saxons were 
invited. He also sent the civilest messages to the 
Toyal family» who in return asked him to dinner, and 
offered him the use of their chamberlains to attend 
upon him* He, however, declined profiting by these 
offers.^ 

In the mean while, however, the King of Prussia 
ne^ected nothing which might make his possession 
of Saxony as advantageous to himself as possible* 
He took from the arsenal all the artiHeryt and sent it 

* Vtedvrit TX.J Hi9tQire de U Guorre de Stpl Am» 
t Archenbolz, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana 
i Memoirs by Horace Walpole Earl of Orford 
4 ArctenlMilBt Hlvtoiie de la Qoem de Sa^t Ans* 
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%ii Magfliibtttg^ »id Bei2ed upoh all fSiose porttooi 
of the electoral revenues which were found to be Iq 
the faand^ of the tax-gatherers. He also strictly for. 
bftde any ikitercourse to be held between the capital 
«ftd lh« camp of Pifna. One cart alone was per- 
Wtted lo pafis daily to the latter place, which con- 
tained th<e provibions destined for the table of the 
Kingofl^and. 

It was iitiportant for^he King of Pnissia to obtain 
possiBSSion of fhe orig[inal state papers, of which he 
idready possessed copies, proving the treachery prac- 
tised towards him by the court of Saxony. He there- 
fore sent Manhal Keith to the archives in the palace 
to Beize thenx; but here the marshal met with an 
vmexpected obstacle. The Queen of Poland* had 
tiot accompanied her husband to the camp of Pima, 
bctt had remained behind at Dresden i and having 
been made aware of the intentions of Keith, deter- 
* mined to oppose them by eveiy means in her powenf 
The measure she adopted to effect her end was that 
of intimidation. She told him that nothing but force 
should enable him to obtain possession of the papers 
fn question : and observed to him, that as his master 
had gfiven out that he would use no violence, all £a- 
tope woldd exclaim against the outrage ; ** and then,^ 
Bdded she, **y(m will be the victim : depend upon it, 
yotff l^ingis a man to sacrifice you to his own hon- 
S}trJ**X These expostulations and threats had so 
much effect upon the marshal that he sent for. further 
orders, which were readily granted to him. He then 
possessed himself of the desired documents, thou^ 
cie queen persisted long in sitting on the trunk con- 
taining the most material ones, and could only be 
prevailed upon to rise when she was at length cod- 

^ Maria Jotepha of Austria, eldeal danghter of the I^Aperor Jof^eph L 
Sir CbariM Haiibury WilUama aaya oflier, ** 81m la Ofly bqfMd palotim, 
nd malieiMU bttywA fexpreaaton.* 

t Voltaire, Si^ele de Louia XV. 

I MHiMin by Horace WUjnle Eail •fOrfbid. 
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tinced that force would be resorted to to compel 
her. 

No sooner were these papers in the possession of 
Frederic than he had them published in his own jus- 
tification. But though thus sjuccessful in obtaining 
possession of them, the manner in which the Queen 
of Poland had been treated was more injurious to 
the Prussian cause than the publication of the Saxon 
treachery was serviceable to it. This violence ex- 
ercised towards a crowned head, the cruelty of which 
was exaggerated in all the different courts of Europe 
by tlie mmisters of the powers hostile to Fredenc, 
did considerable harm to his interests ; and this was 
especially the case in France. The dauphiness there 
was the daughter of the Queen of Poland ; and when 
she heard oi her mother's treatment, she fell at the 
feet of her father-in-law, Lewis the Fifteenth, and 
implored for justice and revenge. This conduct pro- 
duced an instantaneous effect. All other considera- 
tions were forgotten at Versailles, and France began 
to take an active part in a war which was really so 
contrary to her true interests.* 

At the same time that Frederic was thus taking 
possession of Dresden, contributions had been levied 
by his troops upon the city of Leipsic.f The magis- 
trates remonstrated, but in vain; they were put in 
prison, and thus compelled to pay what was required 
of them : and subsequently were obliged, during the 
whole of the Prussian occupation of Saxony, to pay 
all tolls, customs, and imposts to receivers appointed 
by his Prussian majesty. This was also the case 
throughout all the electoral dominions of the King of 
Poland ; and as Frederic maintained himself in pos- 
session of them during the whole of the war we are 
now treating of, ij^ may easily be conceived what great 
pecuniary succours he must have drawn from tl^m-t 



* Arohenhols, Bistoire de laGiien* d« fML Ana 
^ Voltaire, Steele de Louis XV. 
Towers'* tf emoin of Frederic UL 
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In order aho td make ^le teyenfres of !$axony 
more avaikible lor his purposes, FlMeric caused t 
^nenl reviftiofi to be mMe of llie salaries of the 
various Saxon functionaries, which were ttnivers^y 
wirtailedk Thus, at the eoutt of Dresden there ex- 
isted two persons of i^reat con^deratton and import- 
ianee in their different wava,-^he confessor of the 
queen and the director of the opera* The former 
t«ceired a aida^ of ld,OM crowns^ the latter of 
15,0(K). Fredetie l^doced them to SDOO crowns 
apiece. He also dtrectetl the prodigious quantities 
of Dresden china, which were kept both at Dresden 
%nd Mefsseu, to be ^old. He scmpule^ly abstained, 
however^ from touchifig any thing in the royal 
palace, or in the magHiificetit jiactuie gallery attached 
to it ; though he Vas accustomed to pay frequent 
Visits to the latter, for the purpese of admiring the 
treasures of a»t containM withm its walls. He did 
not, however, extend Ma protection to t^e palace of 
Oount BruM, to whom he bore a pecuKar antipathy. 
The house and gardens "Of thM minifttor suffered 
iieverely duiin|; the PrusMan occupation df Dres- 
-den.* It was, undoubtedly, a masterwcftroke of 
policy and decision thus to turn the resources of ati 
«nemy against himself; and if we wish to find an 
ample justification of the measure, we have only to 
look at the tetti^e league which was now formed 
for the e^tpress purpose of annihilaidttg fVederic and 
Ids kingdom.f 

In order to loMure the «o«il£aued p<^ession of 
the electorate &( Saxony to hia troops, the Khig of 
Prussia proceeded to fortify Hte town of T<^au. 
He placed in it the cannons which he had taken from 
the other %own9 of Baxony; and obliged the in* 
habitants and the neighbouring peasants, — paying 
them, however, fot their lftbottr,*-to assiM iu forming 
Ihe works. At Torgaii the military chest was 

* AreliMiboIx, Hiitoln de la Guerre de Sept Ani. t AtiL 
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deposited ; the commissariat of the Prussian army 
was also established there; and the contributions 
of the neighbouring country were received and ap- 
propriated.* 

When intelligence reached Vienna of the occupa- 
tion of Saxony by Frederic, the Aulic Council of 
the emperor declared him a disturber of the public 
peace, and a rebeL '* It was, however," as Voltaire 
observes, *' difficult to make this declaration effectual 
against a prince who had nearly 150,000 soldiers at 
his orders, and who already passed for the greatest 
general in Europe. He answered the sentence of 
the Aulic Council by a battle, which took place be- 
tween him and the Austrian army, which he had 
gone in pursuit of to the frdhtiers of Bohemia, near 
a village called Lowositz.'^t 

The Austrians had collected and put in motion 
two armies; the lamr one, consistmg of 60,000 
men, and commanded by Field-marshal Braun, as- 
sembled near Kolin in Bohemia ; the smaller one. 
of 20,000, under the command of Piccolomini, was 
stationed in Moravia, and, as has been before men- 
tioned, was opposed to that of Marshal Schwa- 
nn.! Upon hearing of the advance of Braun and 
his troops, whose object was the relief of the Saxon 
camp at Pima, Frederic confined the blockade to 
the Margrave Charles of Brandenburgh, and ad- 
vanced with 24,000 troops, which had previously 
been confided to the command of Marshal Keith afi 
an army of observation, across the frontier of Bo- 
hemia, in order to arrest their progress. He came 
in sight of the enemies, encamped in the plain of 
Lowositz, on the last day of September. The 
next morning the village of Lowositz, and the sur- 

* ArelienhoU, Histoira de la Gium is Sept Ana. 

t Voltaire, Si^Ala d« Louis XV. 

; M4ltler, Tahtean dM Guarrea de PradeHe la Grand.— Arohentaoii, 
Histolre de la Guerre de Sent At»,— Grlinoaid, Tableau du Aefiie 4i 
Frederick Grind. 
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rounding objects, to use the words of Frederic, ^ wero 
seen as through a crape," in consequence of a heavy 
fog. This, however, did not prevent the King of 
Prussia from rangW his army in battle array, be* 
tween the heights of Lobosch and Radositz. Brauui 
on the other hand, placed his troops, so that on their 
right they extended to Lowositz, and on the left 
stretched into the plain as far as Tzischowitz. 

The encounter commenced by the left wing of 
the Prussian army driving the Austrian pandours 
from the vineyards about Lowositz, in which thev 
iiad posted themselves. Frederic allows himself 
that he imagined the Austrians intended to retreat* 
and that they had, with this view, placed the light 
troops about Lowositz in order to occupy the Prus- 
sians, and prevent their following them. When* 
however, about eleven o'clock, the fog cleared off, 
he discovered his error. The Prussian heavy artil- 
lery had been for some time previously cannonading 
the Austrian cavalry, under the impression that it was 
only the rear-guard of the retreating army. Fred- 
eric, also, still with the notion of having to do only 
with a rear-guard, had made His cavalry form at the 
foot of the hill, and then charge that of the enemy, 
who were thrown into disorder by the impetus of 
the shocK* As, however, the Prussians advanced 
in their pursuit, they found both their flanks exposed 
to the fire of the Austrian batteriiss ; and were 
obliged, in consequence, to retire to their original 
position. This convinced the king that the whole 
army of Braun was opposed to him. Before, how- 
ever, he could decide m his mind what step to take, 
the gallantry of his cavalry had urged them to make 
another charge, in which they Were again success- 
ful So great was their impetuosity, that having 
overthrown all obstacles to their course, and re- 
gardless of the batteries which played upon them, 
they advanced till they found themselves stopped 
by a vast ditch, which protected the imperial io* 
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ftaitry. H«« they were met by the fire <jf ftiitty 
Yff€««6 of cftwdoo, which forced them to rettini to 
their poation at the foot of the hill. This, how- 
ever, they liid in good order, end without beidg 
iwrsued. 

Marshal Brtfufi* ttow Handing that the oniset of th^ 
l^ssians w«s likely to become general, determined 
to forestal them, and to make the attack himaeff 
with part of his infantry. With this view he des- 
iMrtched twettty battaKons, who took their way be- 
hind the village of Lowosltz, and so along the Elbe, 
%Ui they were enabled to join the pandours, who etiU 
<lbept up an nneqnal contest in some parts of t^ 
Vuseyards. They then fell upon the Prussian left 
wing; by whom, however, they were so warnrfy 
twceived) 4hat they were obliged to retreat from 
Vineyard to vineyard; till at length, being compelled 
40 descend into the p^ain, where they were pursued 
by Uhe Prussians, eome of the battdions were driven 
liao the Elbe. A part also of the Austrian infantty 
fetired into LowositK, and taking possession of m 
liousee, prepared to defend them. 

When intelligence of this movement was brotight 
to the King of Prussia, he sent a detachment mfta 
Iws right wing to reinforce the left. These attained 
l^eL village, the possession of which was vigorously 
contest^ ; but at length the valour of the Prussians 
overcame all obstacles. Having used aU their am- 
munition, they charged with fixed bayonets into the 
t)lace, and succeeded in driving from it the troops 
who had taken possession of it; as well as nine 
fresh battalions who had been sent to their assist- 
ance by Braun. This advantage concluded the battle. 
The left wing of the Austrians was so posted as not 
to be attackable by the Prussian troops ; and Braun, 
by a judicious movement of his troops, succeeded 
fed covering his flying battalions from any lengthened 
imrsuit. Night now came on, and Braun retreated 
'HCttisstfae Eger, destroying the bridges as he passed; 
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and reocGU[M[ed his former camp of Budin. Hie 
King of Prussia passed the night on the field of 
battle.* 

The first intelligence of this battle which reached 
Berlin was conveyed in a note from Frederic to his 
mother, the queen-dowager, which contained only 
the following words : — ^*' October 1st. This day 1 
gave battle to the Austrians. Great generalship was 
displayed on both sides, and the fate of the day was 
doubtful for some hours ; but at last it pleased God 
to give us the victory." Marshal Keith, who com- 
manded under the king in this action, distinguished 
himself greatly; as did also Lieutenant-general 
Kleist, who, though suffering under wounds, of 
which he afterward died, refused to quit his horse 
till the event of the day was decided.! 

It is related of a common soldier, on this occa- 
sion, that being mortally wounded, and in the ago- 
nies of death, he asked whether the king was safer 
and how the battle went ? Being answered that the 
king was well, and the battle won, he said, '* Now, 
then, it is a pleasure to die ;'* and so Expired. 

The combat of Lowositz can, however, hardly be 
reckoned among the Prussian victories, as the loss 
of the two armies was so very nearly equal ; that 
of the Prussians being 3200 killed and wounded, and 
of the Austrians 3000, in addition to which the latt^ 
lost four pieces of cannon and three standards; 
hardly any prisoners being taken on either side. 
And yet, if we judge of this battle b^ it^ effects, we 
shall undoubtedly be inclined to give the palm of 
success to the Prussians ; for it was to it exclusively 
that the subsequent capitulation of the Saxons a| 
Pima was owing. 

From the moment the battle of Lowositz had 
taken place, the whole a^ttention of Frederic was 
directed to preventing the Austrians from approach* 

* Bifltalrede la Gaem da 8«pt Ani^ pw Frederic n. 
t TtowenP Memoin or FlwMe m 
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Hag the Siaon camp.* With this intention, he ex- 
tended ht6 post along the whole line of countrv by 
which Braun could possibly attempt to march to 
their relief ( and even employed a paart of his army 
in Bohemia for the same purpose. The imperial 
l^eneral, after one or two vain attempts to jom the 
Saxons, gave np the attempt \ ^d it was then de- 
termined that the Saxons shonld leave their in- 
tienchments, which were now, ihim the famine 
which raged among them, become almost untenablet 
and endeavour to n>rce their way through the Prus- 
nan troops ; while, at the same moment, the hnpe- 
rial army was to advance to meet them. This 
prqject was intended to take effect on the 11th t)f 
October, but the heavy tains which fell on that day 
obliged the allies to defer the execution of it till the 
-following one.t 

Frederic employed this time in strengthening Us 
posts upon Uie Elbe. On the Idth the Saxons com- 
menced their march. It was arranged that they 
should pass the river £ger below K<enigstein, aim 
afterward the Elbe, having first driven off the Prus- 
sians who guarded it ; wtnle a simultaneous attack 
#oni Braun, on the other side of the river, was to 
operate as a diversion upon the Prussians, wht> 
would thus be obliged to defend their front and reair 
at the same momenit. Various obstacles, however^ 
xipposed themselves to the success of this plan. 
The groimd on the right bank of the Elbe consists 
of high mountains, intersected by deep narrow ra^ 
Vines, full of holes and quagmires, and therefore 
isxceedingly unfavourable to the march of an army ^ 
especially when, as in the present instance, thes^ 
passages were defended by hostile troops. At 
length, after severe sufferings, and the labour of 
eonstructing a bridge, which occupied many hour«| 
the Saxons succeeded in crossing the Elbe ; but they 

* Hiatoln 4» I« GMiM^afiMit Aim, tw Fradwfe ft 
t Arelwiilioix, Biatdto^ la owm it mtft^m. 
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did it at tlie expense of the lose of the heavy artfl- 
lery, the bridge having broken under it The j then 
attempted to form into some order at the foot of 
the moontain called the Lilienstein ; bnt so narrow 
was the space that they were unable to succeed in 
this, but weire obliged to encamp themselves, as 
they could, in a conAised manner. Here another 
disappointment awaited their leader Count Rutow* 
ricy, m the intelligence he received that Marshal 
Braun had failed in his attempt to e0ect a junction 
with them. Braun had advanced towards Schandau, 
where, meeting with the Prussian detachment under 
the command of General Lestewitz, whose position 
he found it impossible to force, and being, besidest . 
Ignorant of the oountvy through which he had to 
penetrate, he had been obliged to retire towards 
sohemia, after sustaining some loss.* 

Meanwhile the Prussians had taken possession 
of the camp the Saxons had abandoned, and, pursu-^ 
kig the fugitive army, took prisoners the rear-guard» 
and obtained possession of their baggage and ar* 
tillery. 

The King of Poland had retreated into the fortress 
of Kosnigstein; where, attended only by two soU 
diers of his guards, and a few of his'courtiers, he 
awaited the decision of the victor. His armyi at 
Uie.same time» encamped under the Liliensteiq, was 
suffering all the horrors of famine, without tents or 
baggage, or even ammunition. Under these circum-n 
•ta^ses, a capitulation was all that remained for them ; 
and to obtain by it whatever terms the oonquerort 
in his mercy, might think proper to aUow, Accord-^ 
ingly, negotiations were opened, with the consent 
of Augustus, who was himself most anxious to es- 
eape into Poland. Frederic had taken up his resi- 
dence at StnmpeQ (where, during the occupatioq 
of the camp of Pima by the Saxons, the head-quar* 

* Griiiioird,TBb]eand«EQgM.4BS^O^^I«artnii 
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ters of the King of Poland had been placed), from 
whence he dictated the terms of the capitalation. 
By these the officers recovered their liberty, upon 
their promise of not serving again against the Prus- 
sians during the course of the present war ; but the 
whole of the rest of the army were obliged to take 
the oath of allegiance to Frederic, and were either 
formed at once into regiments with Prussian col- 
ours, or incorporated in the regiments already ex- 
isting of that army. 

This proceeding did not, however, prove so ad- 
vantageous to the Prussian cause as had been hoped ; 
for so steady Avas the attachment of the Saxons to- 
their unfortunate sovereign and country, that the 
gresXer part of the troops thus amalgamated found 
means to desert in a very short time, and hastened 
to rejoin Augustus in Poland.* To this step they 
were also much incited by the emissaries of the 
Queen of Poland, who, as has been before men- 
tioned, had remained at Dresden. Her conduct 
in thus endeavouring to recover for her husband 
the army of which he had been forcibly deprived 
was neither surprising nor blameable; but the 
same c^ hardly be said of the encouragement and 

gersuasions she used to induce the officers, who 
ad been released upon engaging not to serve agam 
against the Prussians during the war, to break their 
promises, in which she was in many instances but 
too successful.f 

Augustus begged hard to have his guards restored 
to him, who were one of the finest corps in Europe ; 
but Frederic replied, in the most insulting mannerf 
**that if he consented, the Saxon guards would un- 
doubtedly serve against hitjCi again, and that he did 
not choose to have the trouble of taking them a 
Becond time.''! This harsh conduct towards a fallen 

* ArohenholK, Histdre de la Gaerre de 8^ Ana. 

JHistoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Frederic 11 
Voltaire, SUcte do IxratoXV. 
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sovereign woald appear, at first sight, unparbonable ; 
but when we reflect upon the knowledge Frederic 
had of the bitter hostility ever entertained towards 
htm by the Saxon government, and consider that 
he was also aware that, at this very moment, a se- 
cret treaty was concluding between it and the em- 
press-queen, by which an en^geraent was entered 
mto to furnish the latter with four regiments of 
dragoons and two of hulans, we cannot be astonished 
that he should have been anxious to prevent its 
having any further power of doing nim harm. 
Where these matters were not in question, he en- 
deavoured to show civility to the Polish sovereign ; 
sending him back all the standards, arms, &c. which 
had belonged to his troops ; and offering him post- 
horses and an escort to conduct him and his suite to 
Warsaw. This latter offer partook undoubtedly, in 
some degree, of insulting politeness ; but at the 
same time was one which the state of Augustus's 
affairs obliged him most eagerly to accept of. The 
whole of this strange transaction, the only one of 
a military nature which took place between the 
Prussians and Saxons during tne course of the 
seven years' war, concluded with the following letter 
from Frederic to Augustus : — 

" Scrappeo, ISth of October, 1750. 
Sir, and my Brother, 

'* Since our affairs are now arranged, and that 
your majesty appears so anxious for your departure 
towards Poland, I have given, without delay, all the 
orders which you requested me, by the Major 
^echwiz, to give; and I now, with all my heart, 
wish you a happy journey. It will depend entirely 
upon your majesty's own wishes to choose what 
road you are pleased to take; .and if your majesty 
prefers not meeting any of niy troops by the way« 
you have only to mention it to the Baron de Sporcken, 
in order that I may have them removed, according 

Vol. U.-^ 
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to yoor wishes. I oannot conclude without the 
most sineere aspurances that, in spite of what I hare 
found myself coi^pelled to do in the present con- 
juncture of affairs, I shall ever feel a most perfect 
mendslup for your majesty ; in proof of which I 
shall seize every opportunity of testifying to you, as 
well as to your royal family, how great is the in- 
terest I take in your happiness and prosperity. In 
the mean while I shall always remain, with senti- 
ments of the most distinguished esteem and the 
most perfect oonsiderationy 

"Sir, 
** of your mziesty 

" the faithful brother, 
•• Fbtoebic.*** 

The Kmg of Prussians next step was, the taking 
possession of the whole of the Kinf^ of Poland^s 
electoral dominions, with the exception of the im- 
pregnable fortress of Koenigstein, to which he ac- 
corded neutrality during the war. He established 
himself for the winter at Dresden, and began to 
treat the electorate, — ^whlch he professed, notwith- 
standing, to consider as only under his protection,-^ 
as a conquered country. He transacted business 
constantly with the ^axon ministers ; informed him- 
self of aU the details of administration; and went 
so far as to demand of the states a reinforoeroent 
of 10,000 men for his araiy.f 

At the same time that the troops of the King of 
Prussia established themselves in their winter-quar« 
ters in Saxony, those under the command of Marshal 
Schwerin retired from their position near Kflenigs- 
gratz into Silesia. The marshal had be^ obliged to 
continue, during the whole campaign in a state o£ 
inactivity, in consequenee of the determination of 
Piccolomiai, who was oppoeed to faim« not to risk a 

*Vl«deFreaerien. 

t AKbenbols, HiMlMdt 1ft aanii4B fi^ AM. 
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battle. A few partial skirmishes only took place, 
which were, for the most part, to the advantage of 
the Prussians.* The following letter from Marshal 
Schwerin to Marshal Keith will best explain the 
state of affairs in this part of the theatre of war 
towards the close of the campaign. It is dated 
from the quarter-general at Augerd, 18th October, 
1766. , 

"Sir, 

** I have duly received the letter which your ex- 
cellency did me the honour to write to me on the 
4th of this month, and return you many thanks for 
the relation you are good enough to make to me in it 
of the glorious day of the 1st of October.f I hope 
my congratulations upon this subject have already 
reached your excellency, and that you will believe in 
the interest I take in aa event which you had so 
considerable a part in. 

As my neighbour Piccolomini keeps himself 
closely shut up^ in his camp, in which he has in< 
trenched himself to the teeth, he affords but rarely 
a slight occupation to my hussars. Lieutenant-colo- 
nel Werner, of the regiment of Wethmar, whom I 
sent on the 16th to their rear, routed, with the 250 
hussars he had with him, a party of 400 dragoons 
and fifty hussars. He pursued them beyond Reich- 
enau, amd obliging jthem to pass over the bridge 
of the fortress, he forced a considerable number into 
the foss6, killed a good many more, and took some 
prisoners. On the other side, the Major Bajar, of 
the hussars of Wethmar, whom I had sent out to 
clear the frontier of pandours and hussars, who in- 
fested the neighbourhood of Frankenstein, detached 
a lieutenant with fifty horsemen to scour the country. 
These met, during the night of the 14th and 15th, a 
party of sixty Austrian hussars, and fell upon them, 

* Hifltoire de la Guttiro de Sept Ana* par ftcderie O. 
t Tbe tattle of Loweaita. 
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without regarding a triple discharge from their oar- 
bines and pistols, with their sabres killed many, and 
brought off ten men and eleven horses prisoners. 
,We lost twelve horses in these skirmishes, and had 
about as many men wounded, but none killed ; ez« 
cept, indeed, Lieutenant Roschenbar be so, respect- 
ing whom we do not yet know whether he is killed 
or taken prisoner. 

^ I trust, my dear marshal, that you may have an 
uninterrupted continuance of happy events and great 
successes. 

" I remain, with sentiments of the highest con- 
sideration, 

'•Your excellency's very humble, 

** and very obedient servant, 

** C. DB SCHWKBIN."* 

Shortly after writing this letter, Schwerin set out 
on his march towards Silesia. He was followed by 
some thousands of Hungarians, who were trouble- 
some to his rear-guard. The marshal, who was not 
enduring of such attacks, put himself at the head 
of a part of liis cavalry, fell upon the enemy, de- 
feated them and, having pursued them a considerable 
distance, resumed his march, which was no mora 
interrupted.! 

* From the MS. Corraspondence of Field- manhalKeitb. 
t HUtoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana, par ^Vederic U. 
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T» winlei of V7$^1757 waa oocupied hf the 
etnoXeM^og partiea in gfreat preparations foi the ea- 
mmg eampaiffD* The invasion of Saxony by the 
PntMtans hal caused an nnuatial . eenaation in Bu- 
vope. Several courts were not aware oC the reaeoM 
which had led to it; others affected not to hww 
them, in aider to blame the oiove alrQ«|^y the>0O«- 
isctof the King of Prusaia. The King of Peteiid 
jnade cwnplaints of the Prussian violence r and hh 
lanhSASsdora exaggerated the sufferings of Saxony. 
These chunours were re-echoed at VersslUes* at 
Petersburg^ and throughout Europe. Tho King of 
France was already piqued at the iKrelerenoe sMwn 
hy the King of Prussia to the English alManeev. At 
the same time, the emissaries of Austria wefe en- 
gaged ia ezetting the people of France to regard 
with complacency a German war ; whflie tho teans 
Qf the daaphiness for the fate of her parents were 
made use of to move Lewis to take vongeance upon 
the invadezs of her native oountJty* Thus so]icited» 
tiie King of France determined upon sending an 
army into Germany, and only wiapended the exeeik- 
Hon of this resolution in order to give it the coloar 
of a natural and plausible pretext** 

4«ls OlMW* Seit Am> 9«r FMterte a 
G8 
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M. de Broglio, ambassador from France in Saxony* 
received orders to furnish this by giving occasion to 
the Prussians to insult him in his diplomatic capacity. 
Tlie commission with which he was thus charged 
was the occasion of his singular conduct while the 
Saxons were blockaded at Pima. He remained at 
Dresden, and aifected to wish several times to pay 
visits to the King of Poland at Struppen. He tried 
to force the Prussian soldiers employed in the 
blockade, in order to occasion their resisting him 
with violence. He endeavoured, without success, 
to pass the chain of sentinels : they opposed to htm, 
whenever he made the attempt, so much politeness, 
united with so much firmness, that he could neither 
get to the King of Poland, nor find a pretext, how- 
«ve^ slight, to enable the government of France to 
qraiarrel with Prussia. This irritated the court oC 
Versailles, who, without further delay or drcumlOi- 
cution, sent away from Paris M. de Knyphausen, the 
Prussian plenipotentiary, and recalled M. de Valori, 
who exercised the same ofilce from France at Beryn% 
These measures obliged the King of Prussia, whea 
•he returned from Bohemia to Dresden, to signify to 
M< de Broglio, that in the present state of the rela- 
tions between the two countries it was no long^ 
proper for a French ambassador to be a resident ik 
the same town with himself. Broglio received this 
intimation with considerable haughtiness, but was 
not the less immediately compelled to obey it, and 
to commence his journey to Warsaw. 

Every circumstance at this moment concurred to 
plunge France into the war with Prussia, and to 
make her a principal actor in the bloody scenes 
which were about to take place in Germany. ■ In 
addition to those already enumerated, the elevation 
of the Abb^ de Bernis, the author of the Austiiaii 
alliance, to the post of minister for foreign afiairSi 
was not the least important. While to this must be 
added, that, partly from the successftd intrigues of 
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fhe imperial emissariesy and partly from the love of 

- novelty in a people greedy of change, the union with 
• Austria had become exceedingly popular throughout 

France* The consequence of all these things was, 

- that instead of France supplying to the empress- 
oueen, as she was obliged by the treaty, an auxiliary 
force of 24,000 men, she sent an army amounting to 
100,000 across the Rhine early in the spring. Not 

- content* also, with her own exertions, she incited 

- the senate of Sweden, over whom she had great 
power^ to enter into the coalition against Prussia ; 
in spite of the ties of blood ^nd friendship which 
united the sovereign of that country to Frederic. In 
▼Hin Adolphos Frederic U. and his queen Ulrica, 
sister of the Prussian monarch, endeavoured to pre- 
vent snch a decision. The senate of Sweden was 
at this time ail-powerful, and was ruled by the fac- 

> fcion of the ^HaU^* who were devoted to France 
and Russia. An army of Swedes, in consequence, 
took the field against Prussia in the month oi March 
of tl^ year.f 

Nor were the insinuations of the imperial nego« 
(iators against Prussia less successful at Peters- 
barg than they had been at Versailles. The natural 
dislike of the Empress Elizabeth for the King of 
Prussia was a good foundation for them to work 
upon; but their most e^eacious argument was the 

^promise of a subsidy of 2,000,000 of crowns. This 
was the i^ntieal sum paid over by France to Aus- 
tria, according to the stipulations of the treaty be- 
tween these two powers ; and Austria, by transfer- 
ring it to Russia, induced the latter court to declare 
war against Prussia.^ 
Meanwhile the ministers of the empress^ueen at 

* The Mnate of Sweden wu dMded behrBen tlie pdMtMcalMt • Tbt 
Hats'* and **The Gapa,'* who aaeceaaKrtly, flw many yaara, niM, at 
nlher raiarsled, both king aad coaotry ; till GoalaTiM the Third l»* 
ostablished the roral authority in 1773. 

t L'Art do ireriiler lea Dates. 

i OsiaiM de la GuetTje d* Sept Aim, pir JhnBdarifi n 
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SafiBbon excited the hnperkd dSel to lake ayart id 
the approaching' contest. In thie they wera avp- 
portea DT the Rencfa agents, whose menaces eo !&• 
timidated that assem^ thai they consented to 
whatever was demanded of them. It was ia conee* 
qqence decided, that the empire shoidd saisa an 
army to act agahist the Pnsstan monarch ; and ttet 
the command of this force should be intrasted toithe 
Prince of Hildbpargfaausen, who waa also a fteM- 
marsha} in the Austrian serrice. It was even pro* 
posed by the party of the empress-qaeen that ike 
kings of Pmssia and England shoald be placed onder 
the ban of the empire. To tMs it was laj^ied by 
others, that thongfa formerly the Electov of Bavaiia 
had incorred this censare» it was sot titt he had been 
defeated in the battle oi Blenhem*; and that^ then- 
fore, it might be wiser to wait titt the anar of 0ie 
empire had obtained a similar vietory over tiie sofa- 
reigns in question.* What, howeter, pveveated this 
rash step fh>m being taken waa the repvesanftalioas 
of the court of Fraiice, who felt that sooh an amisaal 
raeasnre might greatly coa^omise the dignity of aD 
those who were parties to it. 

When the army of the empire began to oolleal, it 
presented sometfainff of the appearanea which must 
nave belonffed to the nneoath assembiagea af the 
early crusaders. With the exceptieo of the caalin- 
gents of Bavaria, the palatinate, Wirtembeng^ and 
one or two other of the move considerable stales^ 
the rest was an undisciplined multitude of all kinds 
and all colours. Peasants had been suddenly trans- 
formed hito captains with tattered tmitoms ; whaHe 
from the ecclesiastical electorates the centingents 
were principally fumtehedfrom the menialB of tho 
oonveats, who were mounted da cart-horses, pad 
dtoominated dragoons.^ 

The difficulties of the Kmg oi Prussia were mnoli 

* Hlstoire d« UOvwre de Sept Am^ mr Fredsrie H. 
t AnbniMli. OMoira aft It Onm dB Sepfr AaiL 
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ftogmented tyy the little concert which leignedat 
present between him and his aUy the King of Eng- 
land. The latter, whose whole soul was absorbed 
in the protection of his electorate, could not com- 
prehend or approye of the great ^d able plans>of 
Frederic, who was therefore obliged to narrow them 
to suit the genius of his ally. 'Aie King of Prussia 
had wished to defend Wesel against the French, and 
by occupying them with the attack of that fortress, 
to give himself time to advance against them. The 
Hanoverian ministers of George, in whom he had 
the most implicit conildmi^e, were, however, of 
opinion that Wesel should be abandoned, and thai 
only the course of the Weser should be defended. 
It was in vun that the King of Prussia represented 
the impossibility of guarding the Weser; a river 
almost everywhere fordable, and of which the 
western bank, from its height, comjdetely com- 
manded the eastern one. He was obliged to submit ; 
to destroy the fortifications of Wesel ; towithdraw 
his troops; and to wait patiently for the army 
which wa9 promised him in the spring, under the 
command of the Duke of Cumberland.* 

During this winter Frederic paid a short visit to 
his capital, after which he returned again to Dresdra, 
where an attempt was made to poiton him. If ia 
not exactly known who of his numerous enemies 
were the contrivers or abetters of this horrid con- 
spiracy; but they had corrupted a favourite servant 
named Glasau, who was to be the perpetrator of the 
crime. The poison was mixed wiUi a cup of choco- 
Ifllte, which was to form the king^s breakfast. As 
Glasau presented it to Frederic, the latter observed 
his hand tremble, and, on looking at his face, saw 
marks of evident trouble upon it. He asked him, in 
a stem voice, what he had done ; and the man fell 
0n his knees, and confessed his criminal intentions,, 

d« Ift GuivB de Sept Am, pir Fndorio ]( 
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St Hie taine tine bagginr fifr inewjr. Fredeiic, 
ivhose gmal oliject was that tke sUny should aet 
beoone kncmn, had Gkuan islenogated privately 
by two or three of his confidential serrantst aiid 
ailerward jdaeed him in soUtarj oeefineneni at 
Spendaa, where he died. The secret of the wh<de 
tnmeactloa was so well gnarded^ that the anecdote 
never became knewm till many yean after it had 
taken place.* 

In the mkM of Beget iat ieps» prepemtions, and 
alarms^ the King of Prussia, at Dreeden» appeared 
only oceapted^with gaining the heettsof the Sazom 
1^ me.gayety and g^^^hnaMMnr. He gave them fi^ 
i|nent bdUs, masqoeradesy and concerto; and« at the 
ntter, excited their admiratioa by his exeellent pev- 
formance on the flute.f These festivities were a 
Mttie dietorbed by the intrigues of the Qneen of Po- 
land* This ptmcess was aecaetonied to eead her 
gvaad^mastery the Count of Qnesteabergr te complip 
ment the King of Proasia every mwning ; and haroly 
a day passed withoot her vohmteering assarancea oi 
her friendship lor him. At the same time she cmi- 
tinued, as was eertalaly somewhat naturalt in con* 
etaat eonummication with the Austrian generalst to 
whom 8^ detailed whatever of the Prussian plane 
or intentions she was able to discover* Suspieieaa 
weie eaciled respecting this conrespondence, which» 
however, continued for a eonsideralde time secret* 
Orders were at length given that every thing enter* 
ing the gates of the town shoidd be rigorously 
searched. A box ^f black pnddingSt addressed to 
tiie Countess Ogilvy, who held a high post about the 
queen's person^ was in consequence stopped* One 
of the puddings was cut open, and found to contaia 
letters, with which, in fact, they were ail filled. 

Oiwrre de Sept Ans. 
t AnfeMtels BlMoIrt de la OoBm de aeft Am. 
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This di8eoT6ry rendered tbe qneen more diBnmspeot 
for the future, but did not stop iier oomMpondenee.* 

Baring the winter the Pnustan troops wiio were 
stationed near Bohemia, in that part of tbeieotoratB 
of Saxony which is called Lnsetim, were kept con- 
iitantly on the alert by the attaoks of tlioae corps 
of Austrians who were placed on the other side of^ 
the frontier. In some of these loss was sustained; 
and as towards the sprinffreiiiforoenenfts arrived to 
the imperial troops from Flaaders, Frederic deemed 
it necessary to support his own with a detachment 
from Pomerania. From the time of the arrival of 
the latter in I^watta, which took place about the 
middle of March, the enemies became more tranquil, 
and consequently less troiAilesome* 

It was the anxious wish of the^ing of Prussia, 
seeing the gigantic preparations which were making 
against him, to forestal his tmemies, and to com«> 
mence the campaign before they were cBtirely ready 
for his attack. It has been caioulated that the ar* 
tnies of the enemies of Frederic which were oa foot 
at the commencement of this campaign, and pre** 
paring to march against him, exceeded 7^,000 mezt; 
while the force which he and his Hanoverian allies 
conld bring into the field only amounM to 960,000. 
The imperial forces were thas disposed ^-4fershal 
Daunj- had posted himself in Moravia, with a view 
of penetrating into Upper Silesia ; Count Kowigsegg 
with a body of SO^OOO men was destined to enter 
Lusatia ; Marshal Braun, at the head of a great force, 
intended to mareh upon Dresden ; while llie Duke 
of Aremberg, who was stationed near Egra, was to 
Join Braun, near Dresden, with a powadiil reinforee- 

t ■Moiie 40 la Osem ifo S9^ Aw^.fv FMerio n. 

t Leopold Count Daun wu the first Austrian general oppios^ to 
Frederic wlHiee military talents appear in mny way to have been sueh 
Mm la kave veadered bim a wayttay antagoalai tiTthe Praasiaa mottKh. 
Re was of a noble Boheadan flunlly, laad wnaborn in 1701. He aerred 
first under Prince Engene, commanded wkh mat disttaotkm tkroogh 
tka MTea lean* waf, and dM4Ma f^ebraflry, I7M. 
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ment. In addition to the armies of Maria Theresa, 
the troops of theempire, sometimes called the army of 
the circles, were ready to act. -At the same time the 
Rossians, under the command of General Apraxin» 
were advancing against the kingdom of Prussia* 
The French with 100,000 men were upon, the point 
of invading Prussmn Westphaha ; while the Swedes 
meditated an attack upon the side of Pomerania.* 

Under these circumstances the King of Prussia 
determined upon taking the field in the month of 
April. He divided his army, amounting to 110,000 
men. Into four corps, under the command of himself, 
of the Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Dessau, of the Duke 
of Bevem,tuDd of Marshal Schwerin; and fearlessly 
entering the kingdom of Bohemia, marched towards 
Prague. He had previously endeavoured to deceive 
the Austrians as to his read intentions, and thus to 
take them more completely by surprise.! With 
this view he had not only taken consideipable pains 
respecting the fortifications of Dresden, but had had 
surveys made of difTerent strong camps in the neigh- 
bourhood of ^hat city, in order to induce the belief 
that he intended the campaign to be one of a defen- 
sive nature. These preparations were communi- 
cated to the Austrian generals by the Queen of Po- 
land, and they were in consequence not a little sur- 
prised when the king's march discovered his objects.^ 

But in proportion as Frederi^ was bent upon com- 
mencing the campaign with some brilliant and deci- 
sive action, the cabinet of Vienna were anxious to 
act on the defensive, and thus to give time to all 
their allies to come into the field. Marshal Braun, 
therefore— though, as has been before mentioned, at 
the head of a powerful army, — more powerful, in- 
deed, than that led by the Prussian monarch-^made 

* Minier, TU»leaQ dea Gaerres de Frad^rie le Grand. 
t AnbenholE, nittoira de la Gnerra da Sept Ane.~MaUer, Tablen 
de« Gnermi de Frederic le Grand.i 
t Histoln d^ la Onenre de Sept Aim, par Frederic a 
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no attempt to intemipt the advance of the latter* 
The portion of the Prusedian army commanded by 
the Dnke of BeTem encountered, howeyer, that of 
Count KcBnigsegrff, consisting of 20,000 men. The 
Prussians found uiem in a strong camp, situated on 
the side of a large and deep valley near Reichen- 
berg; Which, on the right, stretched to the town of 
Reichenberg, and on the left to the lull of Gesken- 
burg. The duke immediately formed his troOps in 
order of battle. He commenced the attack with his 
cavalry, while the infantry, passfng the stream 
which ran through the valley, stormed the heights 
on the left of the Austrians, which were guarded by 
their troops. The flank of the Austrians being thus' 
turned, their whole force was soon thrown into disor- 
der, and fled with great precipitation. In this action, 
which afibrded so good an augury to the Prussians 
for the rest of the campaign, the Austrians jest, in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners, 1380, and the Prus- 
sians only 445. The action of Reichenberg was 
fought on the 21st of April.* 

Meanwhile, Marshal Schwerin had passed the 
Elbe at Kdnigshof, and obliged Kosnigsegg, whom 
he found posted there after his defeat, to retire to 
Prague. The marshal, advancing, seized upon some 
very valuable magazines at Bunzlau, and then joined 
the troops under the command of the Duke of 
Bevern. Prince Maurice of Anhalt had already 
joined his detachment to thajt commanded by the 
king in person; and finally, bn the morning of the 
6th of May, the whole Prussian army reunited be- 
fore the walls of Prague. Here they found the 
Austrian army encamped. It was commanded in 
chief by Prince Charles of Lorraine, the brother of 
the Emperor Francis, having under him Marshal 
Braun^ Great jealousies are said at this time to 
have existed between the diffiBrent imperial com- 

* MOUer, TUbl«MidM Goflcrtt de Fradarie to Gnad. 
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nmnders. These had prevented their tAkv adFa»* 
tage of the division of the King of Pntssia^ vrmj ; 
which would have giyen them, had they attedked 
the detachments of it separately oa. their noumb 
through BohemiSi, aa easy victory. This oppcHrtn- 
nity being lost, nothing remained but to combat on 
equal terms.* 

The forces of the empress-queen at the battle of 
Prague, which took place upon the Hth of May^ 
and of which a relation is now about to be given, 
amounted to about 75,000 men ; and those of the 
Prussians which were actually enga^d to 68^600. 
When Frederic u)peared, the Austrian infantry was 
reposing tranquilly in its camp, and the cavam^-waa 
absent foraging. The latter was immediately rs» 
called; and Prince Charles prepared his army to 
resist the attack of the Prussians. The ground bj 
which the Prussians had to advanee agamst their 
enemies was very disadvantageous to them, as H 
consisted of meaaows, or racther moraaaes, in ivhieh 
the soldiers sank up to their knees. They, how« 
over, marched on with vigour and determiiwtion. 
At about one oMock in the aftemoon these db* 
4Hacle8 were surmounted, and Ihe Prussians iresa 
ranged in order of battle. Regardless of the iatisxiea 
^Qiey had gone through, they rushed upon the Aiis« 
trians, who received them with a <yscharge of tihe 
whole of their artillery. Frederic had given erdem 
that his soldiers should not fire, but come to close 
quarters as quickly as possible with fixed bayonets* 
This they essayed to do, but so tremendom was tl» 
desUmction occasioned by the Austrian cannon, 
which mowed down whole ranks at once, thai 
General Fouquet, who oommanded them (having re* 
l^aced Oeneral Winterfield, who had been wounded), 
was ^liged unwillingly tc^ inetire^ 

* AretkBoltote, Hiftoire <le la Guerre de Sept Am. 

',T«UeaadeieatrfMd»VMtaUl04lHnii 



Their kfr flatiic haA bttt aba exposed ta ihm 
musmf, fhrnii the foUowisg drcumstance*. . Tbe 
PrUMHO. cavalfy faod atkranoed^ witik tbe iafaatry ta 
Ml^^ort thenr; but tflle couiase of the focmer nad 
•cflaa»0estefdby*the cavairf o£ the Auetnansi, aacl 
while these were combating the Prussian in&n^ 
ha4 comiinvBdi to advaooe« aofd: mM with, the fate 
Hfticbbasbeeabefovedesenbed.* Manual Sehweiuifc 
who had beeai {xistad im the reai;* 9M this rnooMAt 
and'TOdv and seinog one o£ the staadardsbelonfliu 
to hie own lenment,. which was sumung away^ ^ 
vanced towaras the eneiny. He eixfaoited*, he imf 
floxed the soldK»to tetlirn^ to the efaaiger cinnni 
•at: at tike same^ time, ''He is a coward who reraseo 
lo follow me.** The Ptaesian. infantry could not 
leeiat the persoasiDns of the heroie netesani thefi 
again rushed fiMwavd, asd^ f egard&eas of the iiMiider« 
one iice of the Atletdans^ Sttc^ceeded in , obtaining 
possession oi theis battein^, and tusniqg it agaioal 
lie former poeseaseia. Their auccBSS^howevext 
was damped by the £aite of SefaweviBi who feUg 
pieseed with thiee balls, and eay^ped ia the ila«| 
wiiidi, in his hand, had proved the standacd or 
fictory,t 

• Several Prussian generals iollowed his briliiani 
eisanple, charging on foot. at the head of thsir 
Mgades. Aaseag these was the kingfs brother* 
Pvmce Henry, who himseif drove the eiienies froaa 
one of thehr batteries^ Measwbiiek the Prassiaii 
cairalry, after an obstinate contest^ had comjilBt^y 
isfealed that ef the Austriaas; and Frederic* profit* 
ing by these advantages, and especially by the ad- 
vance of the Prussiaa infantry into the centre of the 
Austrian Knesr poshed forwaurd with the troops he 
bad in reserve tnrough the opening made for thena 
if their brave comrades^ and thus divided the 

« Mailer, Tabtoa* dteOttflfTW d» iMterte ]m QmuL 

IVtodeFraderlell. 

i OrUaiMrd, IMlau da te Vto ii 4li a^pa^ Fntei0 to Jbaad 



imperial urmy into two disconnected puts. One of 
these fled towards Beneschau; and tne other, com* 
manded by Prince Charles of Lorraine, hastened to 
shelter itself within the walls of Prague. Thia 
latter force amounted to about forty-eight thousand 
men.* 

The victory of Prague coM the Prussians above 
8000 men killed on the spot, 8000 wounded, and 
1500 taken prisoners; but Uie real loss of the day 
On their side was the death of Schwerin ; who, from 
the acknowledgment of all who knew him, was one 
<yf the ablest generals of his time ; and possessed at 
the age of seventy-two all the activity, the vigour* 
and the boldness of youth. Frederic observes* 
while enumerating the numbers killed in the respect- 
ive armies, ^ On our side we had to mourn the aeath 
of Marshal Schwerin, whose loss was of more im- 
portance to us than that of 10,000 men would have 
been."'^—*' His death .withered the laurels of a vic- 
tory bought withsuch ptecious blood." After the 
battle was over, Frederic went to see the body of 
Schwerin $ and he is reported to have wept over it» 
and to have exclaimed, **I have lost a father in 
him." The Austrians had 4000 men killed on their 
side, 4000 wounded, and near 9000 taken prisonen. 
They lost sixty cannons, eleven standards, their 
eamp, and the military chest. Marshal Braun alsa 
was 80 severely wounded in the engagement, that he 
shortly afterward died at Prague.^ The King of 
Prussia, during the whole of the action, had exposed 
himself to the hottest of the fire. The battle lasted 



* Arebenhols, Hlttolre de la Gii«m de Sept Aim. 

t llUs Mm of Frederic's of Um ▼aloe of Sekwcrioli senrloM was Bol 
■•rily on* that airuck him alUr the Iom of tbat feoenl ; for it U re- 
latKd that on a certain occasion, when Schwerin had he^n appointed to 
the oommand of a partienlar expedition, and was to ham forty thonsaod 
RMn with him, he came to the king to inform him that he could only 
make out tkirtv tkauaand hy the list of the troops. *« W«U»" rspUai 
Fraderie, ** that it forty thouMoiuL including ytmrMtlf,* 

t Haner, Tftblsaa dea OosiTes da Fradade la Qtnk 



tift e^ht o'clodL ia tile evening ; and coocluded witk 
the comnencenieiit of the blockade o£ Prague.^ 
Ft edei>ie wrote that night to hi» mother, the: queeor 
dowager^ ia these terms:— » 

<«Madanr 
^Mj brother and injrself ai e safe and welL The 
AuatnanM ate in a fair wvy tamake a. bad campaigit 
of it ; wfailf!! I find myself free, a<id at the hea4 of 
f 50y00O meik Add te thia, that we ai^ masten. of a 
kmgdom which is obliged to (^cnish us with tinoys 
and money. The Auatriaas have I^n ^dispersed 
like chaff betoe the wind^ I shall send {»art of my 
asmy to make my complJ«eiits to the French ; anil 
with the rest I am about to fwuEsue the Anstriana^^t 

It mdiy be doubtful whether the battle c£ Pra^ 
would not have been stiH HMNre decisive— indeed^ 
sufficiently so to endthe war at once---had it not beesi 
§0T the aiiparently trifling circomstaace of there 90t 
being quite enongb of pontons in the Piussiaa armv. 
That part o( it which was eommttided by Prioce 
Maurice of ABhatt^Dessau was posted opposite to 
Prague, on the other side of the Muldau. Whea 
the. enemy began to fly, he decided to throw « 
bridge across the river,, and thus to attack tiiem m 
ibeir rear. But in coneequeAce of |he river being 
swelled with some mia which had lately /alien, the 
pcmtons he possessed were not sufficient to stretch 
entirely across, it ; and he and his soldiers were thxia 
oblJ]gfed to remain simipk spectators of the heioio 
deeds of their conatrymeB. Had this been othec* 
wise, it is probable that »o Austrians would have 
esca^>ed to tdl the tale of their own defeat.^ 

The portion of the Ausibriaii avn^ eontmanded bv 
Marshal Daun was ou its march to join that of 

•Twrnt^Uanoin^rVt^eti^nt f ffedcrlMBKtell^ 

I AnHmholz, fHiaoSrtt d« Ia Onerra da 8epe A«ii. 
D2 
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Prince Charles ; bnt was not able to do so till the 
battle of Prague had effectually prerented the jonc* 
tion. Daun, however, was able to unite with the 
right wing of the Austrians, which had fled to 
Beneschau.* The King of Prussia detached the 
Duke of Beveniy. with 20,000 men, to arrest the pro- 
gress of Daun ; and the latter retreated before hinif 
at the same time collecting as many as he could of 
the scattered troops of the Austrian army.f 

At the same time Frederic himself proceeded to 
blockade Prague on both sides of the nrer ; and the 
two divisions into which his army was thus sepa- 
rat.ed were commanded by himself and by Marshal 
Keith. In four days the whole town wassurrounded 
with lines and intrenchments ; and all external 
communication thus cut off. Among those shut up 
within the walls were Prince Charles of Lorraine, 
two princes of Saxony, the Prince of Modena, the 
Duke of Aremberg, and Count Lacy.t 

On the night of the d3d of May Prince Charles 
made a sortie at the head of 13,000 men, for the pur- 
pose of attacking Marshal Keith. - He was however 
repulsed, with the loss of 1000 men killed and 
wounded. Upon this occasion the youfig Prince 
Ferdinand, brother of the King of Prussia, distin- 
guished himself greatly ; and received a wound.^ 

The Prussians commenced the bombardment of 
Prague on the 29th of May, and continued it fof 
several days ; during which time the town was set 
on fire in various places with shells and red^ot 
balls.! Towards the end of these attacks the part 
of Prague called the New Town, and the quarter 
inhabited by the Jews, were a heap of ruins. In 
these conflagrations numbers perished ; either burnt 
to death, killed by the shells, or buried beneath the 

* MfiUer, Tableau des GoerrM de Frederic le Grand. 
t HiMoire de la Guerre de 8epc Ans, par ftedario JH 
i Tower«*s Memoire of Frederic UI. 
I MOUer, Tableau dea Gaerree de Frederio le Gfaal 
Tvwm^UBBatAn of Frederic XXL 
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ruins of their hoases. The Prussians, !n their in- 
trenchments, could plainly hear during the night, the 
mans and lamentations of the unhappy suiTerers.* 
These horrors were augmented by the famine which 
existed, and which wais so severe that the population 
of 80;000 persons subsisted upon sdanty supplies of 
horseflesh. These privations occasioneid pestilential 
maladies, and this scourge also destroyed many.f 
The inhabitants, who now saw before them the alter- 
native of starvation or the general conflagration of 
their city, implored the governor to open the gates 
to the Prussians. But ha resisted their entreaties, 
and drove out of the town ld,000 persons who were 
the least useful for its defence. These were agaiq 
forced back by the Prussian troops, and contributed 
to increase the scarcity of provisions.} 

In the mean while the orders recleived by the Aus- 
trian generals from their court w^re to deliver 
Prague, at whatever risk that object might be 
achieved. In conformity with these instructions, 
Daun had been employed in collecting reinforce- 
ments for his army, and he soou found himself at 
the head of 60,000 men. The Duke of Bevemwas 
not sufliciently strong to make any resistance to 
such a force, which was three times as numerous as 
his own; and he was therefore obliged to retire 
himself; and to allow Daun to commence his march 
towards Prague. The King df Prussia, alarmed at 
these movements, and aware that, if he did not ar- 
rest the progress of the Austrian general, his forces 
would probably find themselves some morning 
attacked, at the same moment, by the advancing 
army and also by the- troops who werer shut up in 
Prague, determined upon marching to meet Daun, 



* what a picture ia tbia of the miseriea iollioted by war ! tbe i 
awM of aovereigna, into which they ao oftea thouf htlaaaly plnngatlMlr 
Mbjacta. 

t Arcbenbolz, ITiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 

i Oiatoire da la Guarra de Sept Aoa, par Fradcrlo IL 
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and hazarding a battle ; which, if soocMalbl, miut 
at once determine the fate of Praffoe.* 

Perhaps he trnsted too much to nia own good finr- 
tone and the invincible character c^ hia tnrapa, mdio 
had never been defeated since they were led u}[ him; 
kit it must be owned, at the same time, that in his 
position a decisive blow was necessary without 
delay. For the Russiana, the Swedes, the French, 
and the forcea of the empire were att on their mardi 
a^^ainst him or his territories ; and if he gave then 
time to approach, not only Prague was lost to him^ 
but his very existence as an independent sovereign 
would have been hhk^ endangered. Under thesa 
circumstances, he therefore collected as many troopa 
as could be spared from thel)lockadinganny, wlu^ 
detachment amounted to 13,000 men; and putting 
himself at their head, marched to unite himself to 
the forces of the Duke of Bevem, strengthening 
himself as he went with whatever forces he could 
coUeot. His junction with the Duke of Bevem was 
effected, after 'encountering some difficulties, near 
KauerzinKt 

On the I7th of June, the King of Prussia, at tbs 
head of his united array of 32,000 men, found him* 
self in the presence of Count Daun, who, supported 
by above 60,000, was posted near Kc^n, on the 
heights, and having in his front a rugged ravine, and 
some large pieces of water. In spite, however, of 
the enormous superiority in numbers of the Ana* 
triaas, and of their advantageous position, Frederic 
leso^ved upon attacking them. As the front of 
Dann's position was inattackable, the King of Prus- 
sia determined to take him in flank, and commence 
the contest by an en^ement with his right wing. 
Having made all his dispositions with this view, he 
and his troops passed the night under arms. On the 
momng of the 18th, he found that Daun, who had 

« HlMoira de la OiMrre d^ Sent An< Mr Frederic D. 
t iJebeolMiiib BiMdn de la GiMRB d^a^pt Aiuk 
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become aware of his intentions, had latered his 
position accordingly. The head-quarters of Dana 
were placed at the little Tillage of Ghotzemitz, on 
an eminence ; from whence having, with a telescope, 
surveyed calmly and attentively the^ dispositions of 
his enemy, he is reported ta hikve said, ^ Upon my 
word, it seems to me that the king must I0S9 
to-day."* 

The Prussian monarch, however, persevered, and 
the action was begun by Ziethen, who commanded 
the Prussian right wing, and wl^o marched against 
the Austrian left wing, commanded by Nadasti. The 
Austrian cannon mowed down whole ranks of Prus- 
sians ; but the impetuosity of the latter was not to 
be daunted, and they succeeded in driving back the 
Austrians behind the centre of their army. General 
Httlsen, at the same time, with the vanguard, 
attacked the centre, commanded by Daun in person $ 
and, in spite of the disadvantage of numbers, the 
tremendous fire of the artillery from the heights, 
and the murderous discharges from the Croats and 
other light troops, posted behind the hedges and in 
the ditches, continued the contest with advahtage.t 
At this period of the battle the advantages were all 
upon the side of the Prussians ; they had defeated 
the left wing of the Austrians, and cut to pieces the 
cavalry who attempted to defend it ; and Daun, as- 
tounded at their impetuosity and vadour, was pre* 
paring for a retreat, when a circumstahce occurred 
which entirely changed the fortune of the day4 

Prince Maurice of Anhait-Dessau, in ^vancing 
with too little caution, with part of the centre, had left 
an interval in the line between that and the left wing, 
of V which the enemies.did not fail to profit. Some 
regiments of Saxon cavalry, without waiting for 

* ** Ma Ibi, il me senible que le rol doit perdre ai^rdbaL"^Wna(. 
•IP* MeflMinof the Oouru of Berlin, Dreadeo, Wareew, and Vienna. 

t VOUer, TAWeatt dee Ooema de Frederie ta Gnuid.-ailiao«S, 
TaUeaa da Regne de Frederic le Grand. 

t AielwaliolB, Hiatoin de la Goarrt dt Bayt AM. 
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MdflVB, nnhed into Ae* openisir, and t!k»tmth& Pim^ 
sians into eoninsieiB. In vain did Hulaefi vepeat hifl 
ehavg^ wven timea^ In vsm did Frederic ezpoM 
Ilia, own paraon. to animate hM stddiaiB. Gliai^Mf 
at tbeir head in the peat of the RKwt danger, aw 
crying oat, at the aeventh chavf^, upon aeeing aoni« 
of Hie soldiefB natoKailf unwilling to fiiah upon eei^ 
tain destruction, ** Do you expect to live for everl'^ 
la vain did the Praeaian reginienia, wiflt admirable 
coarage and diaeipline, form themaelvea into hollow 
aqjiiares, and thua become impenetvlMe themsetveaf 
eanae a vaat earaagB nm—g' their aasailbnta. ¥ieak 
reiaforcementa of cavalry arrived, and the SaxoiWr 
who burned with ardour to avenge their fbrmer de* 
feats, fought witii a de^ierate valouTr and exelaimedv 
white catting dovrn the Pnuafana, " Remember SM^ 
gau.*'t The Austrian artillery, during this whole 
4ime, doing tremendbiaa cxacution, whde that of tti# 
Prussiana could not be anule use of.^ 

At length thePruaaiane ^veway in all directionSf 
and retired. But Frederic, who waa equally great 
in a moment of defeat m in that of vietory, arranged 
his retreat aa adanirably^ that be carried off aD ta» 
traggage aad the greater part of his artiHery ; leavinf 
his enemied in equal adnBiatidn of hia courage aa a 
hero and hia talenta as a commander. The right 
wing of the Prusaian army, whieh had, in the begi»^ 
ning of the enga^eaaent^ repolaed the enemy, had. 
prepared to encamp upon, the spot, and to celebrate 
their victory with rejorcings. Some of the soldierw 
were aotuaUy unaaddhng their homes, when newa 
waa brought them of the sad fate of their bvethrew 
in arms, and they also were obliged to retreat. 

The Pruaeianslost in the battke of Kofin 11,000 
men, killed and wounded* Among these the mag* 

^ VJtdeV^siwieNv 

f OtIlerwiM oalM dn bate* 1 FohiilFrMtarf , wImn Um wfMft 
•mx of the Sumn and iMiriana had hean eomplabOir drihaiad t» 
Jlwderic, June Sd. 1745. - 

t ▲rcbenbAls, Hiataiaa da It 6nana.da 8^. An*. 
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nificent reffknent of gBavdB,.aiiifmoy]igto KWO «ieni 

was eniirely cleatroTed. They alao lost forhr-three 
cannons, and twenty-two atandards. On the side 
oi the Aus^ans there were fiOOO men killed and 
wounded) and they ako lost five standaards. Marshal 
Daun was among the wounded^ The battle of Kolia 
was the tot se^ reverse sustained b¥ Frederic ; but 
lie had, at least, the satisfaction of feeling that the 
error of another had caused the disastrous result) 
whMe his own wise and Judicious dispositions, both 
in the balille and in the retreat,.had been the subject 
of praise by all who witnessed them.* 

After tAe battle the Ki^g of Prussia wrote the 
following philoso^cal letter to his friend Lord Ma« 
lischal:*-'' Prosperity, my dear lord, often inspirea 
a dangerous confidence. Twenty-three battalions 
were not sufficient to drive aa army of 60,000 men 
from their inireaciunehts. Another time we wiU 
taJce oiur precautions better^ Fortune has this day 
turned her back upon me. I ought to have expected 
it. She is a female, and I am not gallant. She has 
declared herself on the side of the ladies, with whoQi 
1 am at war. What say you to this league against 
t|ie Margrave of Brandenjwrgh? How great would 
be the astoilishment at the great elector, if he coul4 
see his great-grandson at war at the same time with 
the Itussians, the Austriaas, ahnost all Germany, and 
100,000 Freivch auxiliaries. I do not know wiiet^r 
it will be disgraceful in me to be overcome ; but t 
am sure there will be no gveat i^ory in vanquishing 
me.*'t In the saltne letter he e&tered into consider- 
able details respecting the engagement, and praised, 
in the warmest manner, the valour and conduct of 
his brothers Henry and Fer4inand. 

Frederic retired £rom the field of battle to Nim«> 
bourg ; and sent orders to his troops engaged in th9 
Uookade of Prague ^to xaise tha siege of tbat clt^r; 

* MOUer, TablAa des Qocmt de Frederic le dnud. 
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They obeyed forthwith ; but were obliged, in their 
retreat, to abandon a portion of their wonnded and 
some cannons, which were taken possession of by 
the Austrians. As soon as the blockading army 
had joined Frederic, he retreated io Leutmeritz, 
where he intrenched himself; and remained for 
some time, recruiting his own forces, and endeavour- 
ing to penetrate the designs of his namerous ene« 
mies,* 

In this hour of misfortune, Frederic also receivied 
intelligence of a severe domestic calamity which 
had fallen upon him. This was the death of Ms 
mother, Sophia Dorothea, Princess of Hanover, and 
Queen-dowager of Prussia,* to whom he had been 
always tenderly attached. So much has been said 
of this princess in the former ^part ' of this work, 
that it is not necessary here to dwell upon her char- 
acter. The passage, in bis history of the war, 
which her son consecrates to her memory, will best 
describe his opinion of her, and his feelings at her 
loss :^--^* The royal family lost this year the queen- 
mother. The kmg received this fatal news after the 
battle of Kolin, and at a moment when fortune 
seemed most to have declared against the Prussians. 
He was deeply afflicted at it; having always vene- 
rated and adored this princess, as a tender mother, 
whose virtues and great qualities caused the admira- 
tion of those who had the happiness to approach her. 
Her death did not occasion merely a formal mourn- 
ing, but was a public calamity. The great regretted 
her amiable and gracious manners; the lower or- 
ders, her condescension; the poor, their benefac- 
tress ; the unfortunate, their consoling protectress ; 
the men of letters, their patroness ; and all those 
who had the honour to approach her more nearly, 
as part of her family, felt as if they had lost a part 
of themselves, and were much more unhappy at the 

* MOUtr, TUblMa dM Gnemt d« Fradtito to 



VLoW which carried her away from them than she 
was herself."* 

The defesiX of the Prussians at Kolin was the 
signal which seemed to rouse the formidable lesig^e 
that sought his ruin at once into active exertion^ 
Even the Aulic Council of the empire arrayed itself 
against him, and declared that he had legally fqi- 
feiied all his dominions. 

While, as if to assist in the carrying into effect 
this decree, the French under the command of ^ar* 
shal d^Estr^es took possession of Westphalia; the 
Russians under Apraxin invaded PrujBsia ; the Prince, 
of Soubise, at the head of another French armyy 
united himself to the troops of the empire, for the 
purpose of entering Saxony ; and the Swedes passed 
the Baltic,, with a view of attacking Pomerahia^f 
The armies of the King of Prussia had been so much 
dimini^ed by the sword, by diseases, by desertion^ 
and by the necessity of keeping large' garrisons in 
the fortified towns; that it is calculated, that at this 
critical moment of the contest the whole amount 
of his disposable force did not exceed 80,000, to re- 
sist the aggressions of above 400,000 !{ 

At this time the confederates against Frederic 
were undoubtedly convinced that a very short period 
would suQce to them to annihilate their enemy ; so 
weakened was his power, and so deserted his con- 
diition. This feeling of confidence of success was 
quaintly expressed by a Catholic preacher of Nurem- 
berg. A body of the troops of the empire, intended 
to act against Prussia, had been raised in that town, 
and were exercised and disciplined by the bishop in 
person; and one of his chaplains, preaching to tnem 
irom the pulpit, and wishing to animate their coura^, 
exclaimed with more zeal than religion, '^The vie- 



* HUrtoiTe de la Guerre d« Sept Ant, parFradeiie 0. 
t Anlmiliolx, ffiaioire de Is GneRe d« Sopt An*, 
i MOUer, TiUmii dM GMnw d« FTBdoie la Quad. 
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toiy eannof bttt be .our* ; for, beMes that ear meif 
is most powerful, we hare many bol^ cbsmpicnM 
wifh «s; Hie pope, the most Christian long, the holy 
Roman empire, and ataoet all the soveretnts m 
Europe. But the Protestaqts, who bate they to 
support tfaemi No one, except the King of Prussia 
and the good Godr* 

The prosnect before the King' of Prussia was in- 
deedfriglrtftil^ yet he stiUpresenred unimpaired that 
courage and judgment which were more than ever 
necessary to support Inm through his teigers and 
trisils. In a moment, howcTcr, of despidr, the 
thonght of putting an end to his own existence ia 
said to hare crossed his mind. At least the testi- 
mony of Voltaire, and a long eopy of irreKgiouB 
verses addressed by Frederic to the Marquis d'Ar* 
gens, wouM seem to Hrom the notioh. The 
Mem to'D'Aigens commences with the foBowiag 
nnes ^"* 

Lm de plier dans 1 wortnne^ 
Sdm lejoQg de ttidYenrttt, 
J'lBMBnli toianiN tniii, 
Que Is Btuue natnmkn, 
A ines jDun remplto de nMn^ 
A SkigBd isodliMi pv UMnOkn 

But a verf iQog poetical epistle, filled wUh mytho* 
logical meiapliors aad liistorical allusions, was a 
siagular iNceparation for suicide ; and it is tberefioie 
vndoubtedly aiore probable that his intentions i^n 
the sabject were not of a very fixed or settled lund» 
We are Uie more warnui^ed to thiiyc this from tlze 
circwnstanc^ of his having written « po^em, full of 
heroic sentinients and deteiminations of resistanfiey 
at the Tery same timoi bo VoUaire. It coskkoifm 
thua— 

*VtoailM«leIL 
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Dtna nn pays* dont Vtntxii*^ 
fiat Mil sttiqns bonne-fU, 
FMitMlitnr «K p«x * te vwrtv do iBfi, 
Dont PlatoQ noiM sarqiM la lol. 
Poor moi, menace dn nauflraffe^ 
!• Ma«ii aUhmiaiil rttraga, 

■rkanBal.n 



<*ri% at m i lk g 

Voltaire, after giving a long extract from the copy 
of Terses to D'Argens, remarks, ^ He sent me a 
copy of this epistle written with hie own hand. It 
contains many hemistichs stolen from the Abb6 de 
Chaulieu and from me* The ideas are incoherent, 
and th^ verses are generally bad ones; bMt there are 
8ome that are good ; and it is a great deal for a king 
in the state he was then in to write an epistle of two 
hiuldred lines."t 
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Slag «f Pni«aia*a Movciama— Ilia CoodiMi te Ua ■raAer-.OBnipalca 
orthe Haaoveriana^BatUe of Haafeabeek, and Conveatloii af CloMe^ 
Servrn— The Raaalan Army enters Pr^saia^^Battle of Jajramdorff— 
Iffaiahal Ldhwald driraa tbe Swedea out of Penierania--The French 
lavice ibe Pruarian Piovin c aa ■ O ena r at Haddidi ooanplea Bariin-* 
Combat of Gorlitz, and of Baradorf— Battle of BiMbach^ThA Caidinal 
Pa Teaein*a anaiioeaaafVlI Negotlationa. 

As soon as the pl^ns of the King of Prossia were 
anranged, he broke up his eamp at Lentmeritz;^ 
and dividing his amy into two portions, confided 
one to the care of his brother, the hereditary Ptince 
«f Prussiat to whom he gave orders to march into 
Lasatia^ while, heading the other himself, he 
imarched it into Saxony.| Fk>iBd€rric expMeneed no 

♦ floava. f HlmrvaadiVkadiriall; 

i Ufmoirm poor aenrir 4 la Via da M. da Voltaln. 
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difficulties in his inarch, being followed only by aa 
anny of observation, under the command of NadastL 
The Prince of Prussia was not so fortunate: he 
was pursued by the army of Daun, to which had 
now been added the troops commanded by Prince 
Charles of Lorraine ; and they succeeded, not only 
in harassing him, but in taking the town of Gabel 
befoie his eyes, and without his being able to suc- 
cour it. This exploit was performed by the Duke 
of Aremberg, at the head of a detachment consisting 
of 20,000 men. General Putkammer, at the head of 
1900 men, made a gallant defence, but was at length 
obliged to capitulate. By this loss the Prince of 
Prussia's communication with Zittau, where were 
the magazines for provisioning his army, was cut 
off. He was also obliged to take a more circuitous 
and dangerous road through the mountains, in order 
to arrive at Zittau; and before he got there the 
Austrians under Prince Charles were &eady in pos- 
session of 4t, and had reduced the town to ashes* 
Meanwhile, the prince in his march was perpetually 
harassed by the Austrian light troops; and was 
finally obliged to direct his course to BaUtzcn, in 
order to obtain his supplies from Dresden.* 

At Bautzen he was met by his brother, with his 
part of the army. Frederic was so incensed at the 
losses sustained by the Prince of Prussia, which he 
attributed entirely to his negligence and incapacity 
— ^and they were, perhaps, partly attributable to 
these causes — ^that he would not speak to him.t 
The prince thus relates himself wliat passed upon 
the occasion. 

^ At ten o'clock the king arrived at the right wing 
of our camp, and marked out. where he wished the 
regiments he had brought with him to be placed. I 
mounted my horse and went to him, accompanied 
by the Prince of Bevern,the Prince of Wurtemberg, 

* Hiatolre de la Guerre da Sept Aos, par Frederic 11, 
tVtedffFndolelL 
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and the prineipal geoenS^*, As socm «» the king 
saw us he turned away his borae, and remaiiied a 
quaorter of an hew m that posHaoa. At length 1 
went up to him to pay. bin my reapeets. He xlid 
npt aay a word, oor cerndesoBBd'to look at me, and 
liardly took off lush»L ThOfPrineeof BeTornand 
tibe other ^etiecala ware Aot hetaber leeaived. Soon 
afterward, he called the General Gotte, and said to 
him, ' Tell my hrother «nd his ^eaerate, that if I did 
my duty I should have i^ tfaeir heads. cut offr' I 
also learned that the klQg had forbidden that any in- 
twcourse should iake p£ice!beiwee» his own regi- 
ments and those under, my oommaod; on the pit- 
text that my officers and my soldiers had lost all 
courage and all ambition. Be also aent away tie 
'General Schuizt whom I had aant to him for the 
countersiga for my army; and when I went to hin 
myself, to take him the lista and the report of the 
troops, he took them from me wilheiit epesMng, and 
then turned his hskck uponme* After fhisunworthy 
jbreatment I took the leeolatien !of .quHting the eamp, 
and of gmng to the iown of Bantaen. I wrote 'Uie 
jMiXi day the following ietter to the king>— 

'''MydearBt^her, ^ 

**^ Your lettem to me, and still moveyonr receptkm 
of me yestendar, make me ooiBeienfly anr^e that, ki 
your opinion, I have lost both honour and rfnmtatiom 
This naturally afflicts me,4>ut will not everwnelm moi 
as I do not feel that I hare ttie least nproaek to make 
to myself. I know lAmtihamnot acted from eapiioe, 
and that 1 have not aaked the aivioe of unwise per- 
Bons; but that I have liniie aUthat I thought in my 
eonscience was best Jbrtheaniiy. All yourgenerau 
wiA,I amettre,do me this Jnatice. Ifear itwould be 
nselessiiDr me to ask youtoeKamine iaAoimyeonduct $ 
ttweuldbeagSDeaftfavswtomeif jponwoidd; there- 
§m I (io «o| eximit gL My health has been iajarei 
by my fatigues, and flill more by vexation. I have 
S9 
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fherefore ffone to lodge In the town for the purpose 
of recovering mjrself. 

**'! have begged the Prince of Bevem to make to 
you the reports t>f the army ; he can explain to you 
erery thing. Be assured, my dear brother, that ui 
spite of the misfortunes which overwhelm me, and 
which I have not merited, 1 shall never cease to be 
attached to my country ; and as a faithful subject of 
it, my joy will be perfect when I shall hear of the 
happy success of your enterprises.' 

** The king sent me the following answer, written 
with his own hand : — 

«* My dear Brother, 
** * Your bad eonduct has greatly injured my affairs* 
It is not the enemies, but your ill-concerted mea- 
sures, that do me harm. My generals also are in- 
excusable, whether ttiey gave you bad advice, or 
only suffered you to come to such injudicious reso- 
lutions. Your ears are onljr accustomed to hear 
the speeches of flatterers. Daun did not flatter you, 
and you see the consequences. In this sad situa^ 
tion, it only remains for me to make a last attempt. 
I must hazard a battle, and if we cannot conquer* 
we shall at least find an honourable death. I do 
not complain of your heart, but of your incapacitjTi 
and of the little judgment you have shown in mak- 
ing your decisions. He who has not many days to 
live cannot dissemble. I wish you a better fortune 
than I have had ; and that the evils and misfortunes 
into which you have fallen may teach you for the 
future to condi)ct important matters with more 
care, reason, and resolution than you have hitherto 
done* The greatest part of the miseries which I 
now apprehend come only from^ you. You and 
your children will sufier even more from them 
than I abalL Be, however, convinced that I hav9 
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always loved you, and that with those sentiments I 
ishalldie.' 

** I thought it better not to make any answer to 
this letter; but I requested, through Lieutenant* 
colonel Lentulusy to be permitted to go to Dresden. 
The king answered, ' 1 might do as I pleased,' "* 

The Prince of Prussia upon, this retired from the 
army ; and afterward went to Berlin, his brother 
having signified to him his wish thai he- should gp 
there ; adding, *' Let him go and get ehOdren ; he is 
fit for nothing else." Thus concluded the military 
career of William Augustus Princo of Prussia, the 
grandfather of the present sovereign of that country* 
He died the following year; and his death is said 
to have been, if not caused, at least aeeelerated, by 

Sief at the manner in which his brother had treated 
m, and the public disgrace and degradation he had 
inflicted upon him.f The harshness and cruelty of 
Frederic to his brother upon the oceasion just re* 
lated were, undoubtedly, inexcusable ; and especially 
as he himself, in his own letter, expressly allows 
that the faults and errors of the pnnee were not 
those of intention* 

The Hanoverian alUes of the King of Prussia had 
been so unfortunate in their campaign this year» 
that they were in no condition to render any assist- 
ance $0 hirb in his difficulties. Early in the montii 
of April the French had token possession of the 
towns of Cleves, Wesel, and Cologne. They then 
advanced, under the command ofm^Yal d'Estr^e^ 
as far as Munster. The Duke of Cumberland, who 
commanded agamst them^ and who had assembled 
his forces at Bielefeld, was forced to retreat to Her- 
ford. The French, upon this, took possession of 
the whole landgraviate of Hesse-Cassei, and pursued 
ttie duke, who, finding a battle inevitable, halted at 

• t^enfs M wnoiM or FkwMrie ni. 

t TiiiebMUt,So«TMUnd«V)BiiAM4»8«jo«r4B«iUs. 
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H&stoididdCf S9d tnM<! flM nee^ssflir pr^&fstlioini* 
The engagement* was not of a very decisive nattnre; 
though the victory undoubtedly must be awarded to 
the French, as i£e ]>ak6 of Oumberhiid i^treated 
fiom the field of liable. "What,^ observes the 
King of Pntssib, '' was singnhur and ttemaikable wai^ 
that the liaj«hal d'fistrdes was recalled for having 
gained a vietory." This was occasioned by a court 
iBtrigijie, in omr that the Duke of Richelieu might 
anppiy his place, who was a favourite of Madame 
de Pompadour) the mistress of the King of France^ 
After Hastenbeck, the campaign of ue Duke of 
Cumberland wae one series of faults. By liis rapid 
retreat, he left the whole country at the merer 
of the Freneh. Hanover watii taken possession of 
by the Duke of Richelieu, whose extortions and 
cruelties were more worthy of a barbarian con* 
()u^ror than ef tke general of a civifized natioiw 
The French army e«ml|nued iheir pursuit, the 
dttke Df Oanberlafid etill retirmg to the north; tifl 
at length he found hin»el!f so blockaded by his ene- 
niee, and no eempletely neparated from succours 
nnd resouroM <of all kinds, that he was forced, on 
the 8th of September, to conclude with ttie Duke of 
Richelieu tke disgraoefVil capitulation which it 
known by tiie nsme of ^e Convention of Closter- 
Severn. By Hie prhieipBl article of this treaty, his 
lapoops, whether Hanoverians, Hessians, or Bruns* 
wijckers, were iHsbanded ; the two latter returned 
to thehr own hoines; while those of Hanover, it 
was stipahited, ehookl remain inactive at Stade.t 
This ngreenMMt was concluded by the mediation 
0f tike Count Lynar, the minister of the King of 
Denmark ; at the instiga^on, as it is supposed, of 
George the 8eeond of England (though he after* 
nrnid 4isaiin>w«d iC), who was mxrons, at any loss 

♦ July S6lb. 1757. ^^^_^ ^ 

t Hittoira de la Gnm«4rflqK Am, per Viedmle 1L 
4 JMMBiMta. AiMindt lt««m» ae eepi Am. 
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of honour or credit, to preserre his army, which he 
thought the boldness of his son would hazard the 
loss of. As soon as the conrention was arranged, 
the Duke of Cumberland returned to England.* 
Thus were the French left free to pursue whateyer 
course of operations they preferred ; and they im* 
mediately prepared, in cbnsequence^ to inyade the 
principality of Halberstadt. This expedition the 
buke of Richelieu intended to command in person i 
at the same time demttching the Prince of Soubise» 
with 25,000 men, to Erfurt, to Join the army of the 
circles, commanded by the Prince of Saxe-Hildbourg*. 
hausen, and to act with thenu 

The annihilation of the army of the Duke of Cnm« 
berland was a most grieyous blow to the fortunes 
of the King of Prussia, as it threw the whole weight 
of defending the western part of his territories upon 
his own troops, who were few in number and obliged 
to be still further weakened, in order that a sufficient 
garrison might be placed in the important fortress 
of Magdeburg. 

On the eastern frontier of the King of Prussia's 
dominions the Russians had collected a force, 
amounting to 130,000 men, under the coqimand of 
General Aprazin. To make head against this mul« 
titude. Marshal Lehwald was stationed in the proy* 
ince of Prussia, at the head of only 89,000 men. 
Th^ Russians invaded ^he proyince, and carried 
desolation whereyer they went. They took MemeL 
and obliged Lehwald to retreat from the camp of 
Insterbpurg, which he had fortified.f The King of 
Prussia, howeyer, who felt the necessity, even 
under the disadvantage of the enormous disparity 
of numbers, of taking decisive measures to stop the 
progress of the Russians, had encouraged Lehwald 
to hazard a battle ; at the same time leaving him 
It liberty to act as he thought proper. Thus incited* 



it» by Horace Walpole Bart of Orfbrd. 

t MOUei^ TIUMn dM Gaeriw de Flrederie to Grand. 
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Uid also fediBf Ihat if he did ii(4 sftfike tlit li9W «k 
once Ute Rnsstaas would inevitabij obtain posses- 
sioB of KoBnigpBberg, in which weie tke PrasBaflU 
magazijies, Leh^wald detenntned at once to attack 
the enemy. ia their camp Ht teg^erndodT. Thui 
combat took place on the dOUi of August in its 
commeitcement, tke TakHor of the Prtissian cavalry 
overthrew every obstacle, and repulsed that of the 
llussians ; but the infankjr of the latt^, being so 
Infinitely more nnmerotts Jhan that of Reformer, 
was enabled to retrieve the fortune of the day. Ff> 
nally, the loss on the two sides was. neatly eqoai:; 
that of the Russians being 6500 killed and woume^ 
and that of the Prussians 5700. The latter, however, 
lost some cannon. The action must be considered 
a drawn ooe,* for ^ough LehwaJd retreated, he was 
not pursued; and the consequence of the engage* 
ment was the evacuation of Pmssia by Apraxiit» 
with the exception of the fortress of MeraeLf 

Marsfaid liehwaid pursued him to the frontier, and 
then marched back to^oppose the Swedes; whose 
army, consisting of 17,000 men, was commanded by 
Baron Ungern Sternberg. He found them in pos« 
session of part of Pom^rania, and of the towns olT 
Anclamand Deqmiin. The General Manteufel, to 
whom Frederic had confided the defence of the 
province, was not sufficiently strong to resist their 
enterprises; and the whole of Pomerania* seemed 
destined to fall into their hands. But the arrival of 
Lebwald changed the face of affiurs. He retook 
Anelam and Demniin, and drove tiie Swedes back 

* Lord GbMlerMd,.lD a Irttn* u>liiii«Mi,llM« eomaMnt* v«ryjMiiy 
upon this enf^ceiiMai:—** The ha« aedoa betivcen th« PrvMiaMaiil 
Rumiant ha« oifly ililnned the human species «i(ithout giTing either 
party a victory.^Hleli ta i^lain hy each party^ claiming it. tJpon my 
wofd, our apeeias will pay Twy dear Ibr the qnarmla and amMtioa of s 
ftWt and those by no means the moat valuable part ofJt., If the npBBf 
mvn wiaer than they are, the fbwimnlt be quMter, and WOukl,penapi^ 
bf ioster and better than they are.? 

f Hiatol» da lA Ouera da Sept Aniipar Ffeedaslon. 
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ta Starakund, idiere* not fhinildBgr themaelTas ia 
8«fety» they ixtally look refuge in the island of Ro* 
gen. In this nbost expeditkHi Lehwakl took 3000 
prisooecs* It was said of the Swedes upon this 
occasion, in alkision to thei secrecy showed in their 
liiyasionof Pomeraoiaf and the dastardly rapidi^ of 
Ibeir reiceat, that ^tlsey had entered that {vovmce 
Ifte foxes, and had quitted ft like hares.''* 

But thoHih the Rusaiatts adul Swedes were thus 
repulsed, the other enemies of Frederic were in the 
v@ry heart of his dominioas. The Diake of Richelieu 
was ejB|>loyed in nnraging the Prussian provinces, 
BloA in conuBiitting erueities on them at which hu- 
manity afaiftdders ; wiA which ha«e not only attached 
diagraoe to hinseU; but have also left a stain upon the 
ihir £ame of the French nation, siroflar to that which 
the derastatiotti^f tlie palatinaite, under the ijpeign of 
I^Bwis th^ FocurteeDiQi, had previoudy indictedvupon 
Item. On ffae oUier hand, General Haddick^ de« 
taehed front the Austrian army in Lusatia with 
4e(I00 men, rentiaed as far as Berlin, and laid that 
town, which was without forUfieations, under con- 
txibation. He was, however, soon ohliged, by the 
approach of Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Dessau, to a 
somewhat precipitate retreatf 

Fiedmc, in order to offer resistance to so many 
enemies at onee, divided his army into various de« 
tachments; and as he could not bear remaining on 
thte d^ensive, he aeid the Colonel Mayer to make 
an incursion into Franconia, and to threaten the 
town of Nuremberg. After levying considerable 
ooniributions, and taking many prisoners, he re* 
turned unopposed. At the same time, he determined 
himself to march against the united army of the 
princes of Hiidbourghaus^n and Soubise. He left 
Marsha} Keith on the frontiers of Bohemia to watch 
M^asti, and passed into Saxony, intending by the 

* Ta weMl B-Mcinoiw of Froderie JR. 

t An r l MQ lw ta, Bimin im la Qoww diBi| < A m . 
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way to give battle ta Prince Ohartes of Lorraine, 
Bear Witgendorf. As, however, he found his posi 
tion unattackabie, he abandoned the care of observing 
him, and of covering Silesia and Lnsatia, to the 
Duke of Bevem, and proceeded himself against the 
united army of France and the empire, wldch was 
encamped on the bank of the river Saale. At the 
approach of Frederic^ the opposing army retreated 
to Eisenach; and from thence was pursued by him 
as far as Erfurt and Gotha.* 

The -Prince of Lorraine, who was anxious to 
profit by the superiority of his forces over those of 
the Duke of Bevern, lost no time after tbe departure 
of the King of Prussia in planning and erecuMng at> 
tacks upon the Prussians. On the~7tho< September • 
he sent Nadasti to attack that part of the Prussian 
army which was posted near Gorhtz, ua the hill 
of Holzberg. General Winteiffeldf advanced with 
his corps to the assistance of the attacked, and 
was killed in the combat. After an obstinate re- 
sistance, the Prussians were obliged to yield to 
forces which were ten times more numerous than 
their own ; and Nadasti took possession of the Prus- 
sian post4 

The Duke of Bevem was compelled soon after 
this to retire into Silesia from want of provisions ; 
and placed himself near Liegnitz. Prince Charles 
endeavoured to impede his march by posting himself 
in his way, on the road to Breslau. The two armies 
began cannonading each other on the 18th of Septem- 
ber, at the village of Barsdorf, which was occupied 
by a part of the Prussian army. The village was 
burnt ; but the Prussians, under Prince Francis of 

* Mailer, Tableau dos Goerrea de Frederic le Grand. 

t General Winterfeld was an iDfflcer of merit, to Kbom Frederic was 
nocb attached. A short time before bla death, the king, in takinc leatia 
of bim, made .use of the fbllowing flattering expreasiom :— **My dear 
Winterfeld, I had almost forgotten to give you your instructions. TiMf 
eonaiat of but one article— Preaenrfr yonraelf ibr my sake." 

t MAUer, Tableau dea Gnerrea de Frederic le Grand. 
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BnmswrdE, kept thdr fronnd. As it inm bMOBM 
obvious to the Prasrian general that it woold be 
impossible for him to resen Bresisu without fi|rhting 
a battle, his whole attention was directed to tho 
manner in which he fni^t light it with as little disad- 
▼antage as possible, vii^ this Tiew» he rtrength- 
ened the garrisons of the town of Biksia^ and march* 
ing towaras Breslau, planted himself in an jratienched 
camp behind the little river Loh, immediate^ oppo* 
site to the spot occupied by the troops of the em- 
press-queen* The latter were encai^d near Lissa ; 
and Prince Charles found, himself so strong, being 
now reinforced by the Bavai^iui and Wnrtemberg 
troops, that he was enabled to detach Nadasti to 
bei^ege the town of Schweidnitz, while his light 
troops laid the whole of Silesia under contributioo* 
In this position the opposing arniies remained for 
some time* 

The King of Prussia had heard, dnring his pur* 
suit of the combined army of France and the empire^ 
of the incnrsion^f Haddick, and his detachment to 
Berlin ; and with « view of cutting off his retreat, 
lie marched into Lower Lusatia, leaving Marshal 
Keith, who was now stationed near Leipsic, to 
tratch the motions of the two princes. General Had* 
dick had the good fortune to eacope the army of 
FVederic ; and the latter, on his return, found that 
the Prince of Hiidbourghausen, w]a> had separated 
Idmself from Soubise, had obliged Marshal lieith to 
retire within the walls of Leipsic, and had even 
summoned him to an immediate surrender. Fred« 
eric delivered Leipsic, and obliged Hiidbourghausen 
to retire behind the Saale, and reunite himself with 
Soubise. Their army had also been reinforced by 
a detachment sent them by the Duke of Ricfaelieu« 
so that their united forces now amounted to 70,000 
men. Tlndfondidable body of troops was encamped 
Hear Michelxv having been obligedf to retreat from 
Mersebourg and Wotsaenfela by the Prussians, 
. VoL.IL— P 
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^0 had taken possession of Hie latter town, and 
in it 300 prisoners. On the dd of November the 
King^ of Frussia passed the Saale, and encamped 
near Braunsdorf; his army now amountinfif, after 
he had received reinforcements from Halle and 
Mersebourg) to only 20,000 ilfen. His intention waa 
to attack the enemy the next day ; but the combat 
was delayed till the 6th, in consequence of the Prince, 
of Soubise having changed his position during the 
night. This obliged the Prussians also to change 
theirs, and to fail back upon the village of Rosbachf 
which thus •gave its name to one of the most re- 
markable battles of modem times.* 

As soon as the Prussian army was drawn out in 
order of battle, the king is said to have addressed 
his soldiers m. the following words :— " My cjear 
friends, the time is now arrived when all that i8» 
and all that ought to be, dear to us depends upon our 
conduct. Time does not permit me to make you 
a long harangue, nor woula it be of any use. You 
all know, that there is no suffering, no labour, no hun« 
^r, no cold, no watching, no danger, however great 
It may have been, which I have not hitherto shared 
with you ; and you now see me ready to lay down 
my life with you and for you. All I ask in return 
is, the same pledge of affection and fidelity which I 
give^ Here let me add, not as an incitement to 
your courage«i)Ut, as a testimony of my own grati- 
tude, that mm this hour till you go into winter* 
Quarters, your pay shaU be doubled. And now, my 
riends, let us sidvance to the combat with courage, 
at the same time putting our trust and confidence in 
Gk)d.»'t 

This short speech produced a great, effect upon 
the troops, and was received with Uie loudest accla- 
mations. 
The object of the combined army was to envelop 

* Tow«n'8 Memoln of Frederic JO, 
t lMd.~Vk de Fnderie lb 
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tli6 Prussiaiis, and to cot off their retreat from 
Weissenfels. With this view, while a detachment: 
under the command of the Count de St. Germain wa« 
stationed in front of. the Prussians to amuse themt 
the great body of the troops filed off behind these, 
and tried to encircle the Prussian left wing. Fred« 
wic remained tranquil, and allowed the Prince of 
Soubise to approach ; then, leavinff some battalions 
to oppose St. Germain, he suddenV made a retro- 
|[rade movement to the left, with the view of attack- 
mg the flank of the French- This demonstration 
was taken by the letter for a retreat, and they there- 
lore only hastened their march, in order entirely to 
surrbund the Prussians. But. in the midst of this 
manoeuvre. General Seidlitz, whose cavalry had been 
concealed by a rising ground, fell upon their rightflank, 
threw them.into disorder, and pursued them flying for 
1^ considerable distance* Tfiey strove to rally them* 
% selves, but another sudden shock completed their 
defeat. The French generals then attempted to 
arrange,their infantry in order of battle, but the well- 
directed fire of the Prussian artillery threw them 
into disorder, and prevented their formmg. At the 
same tim® Prince Hennr of Prussia fell upon them 
with eight battalions,, while some squadrons of cav- 
idry also charged in their rear. Th^y fled precipi- 
tately. In vain did the Prince of Soubise bring up 
the cavalry of his right wing and his reserve to 
protect the infantry^ the Prussian cavalry again 
worsted them ; and Soubise and. .Hildbourghausen . 
were obliged to fly, without having ever fairly been 
able to draw out Uieir troops in order of battle. 

A feeble resistance was attempted by a corps of 
allied trpops stationed near Braunsdorf< But the 
King of Prussia having opposed to them some of 
the battalions of his second line, they also fled. The 
Prussians pursued the flying army as long as Ught 
was afforded them; and then returned, and passed 
the night under arms on the field of ba^ttW. The 
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combat wAf lasted two hours,— from three in the 
afternoon till fiye ; and ne^er was rout more com* 
plete titan that 6{ the allies. The loss of the Pros* 
sians oi^ amounted to 500 killed and wounded! 
among the latter were Prince Henry and Qeneral 
Seidlitz. On the/ other side the killed and woondecl 
were 3500 ; eleven generals and 6390 men wei» 
taken pi^soners: serenty-one eamioD were also 
taken.* General de Bevel, the broker of the Duke 
of Brogiio, died of his wounds at Mersebourg tbm 
day after the action. Among other trophies of the 
battle, a great many decorations of the cross of BU 
Lewis were taken, which the Pmssian sokliers ttl* 
tached'to their button-holes in derision.t Voltains 
says of this battle, ** It was the most inooneeivable 
and complete rout and diseomfitmre of which his* 
tory makes any mention. 30,000 French and 90^100 
imperial trooi)s were there seen making a disgrace* 
M and predpitate flight before five battalions and a 
few squadrons. The defeats of Agincourt, Gressyi 
and Poitiers were not so homiliating.'^( 

Frederic gave orders that the wounded arobng the 
prisoners should be treated with the greatest he* 
manity and attention. He went himselr during tlM 
ni^t to visit the officers, and to offer them aiQf 
comforts or assistance they might require ; and ne 
said to them, at the same time, with great kindness^ 
^ I cannot accustom myself to consider the Freaeh 
as my enemies." All the other oflksers ef distmo* 
tion who were taken prisoners he invited to sap 
with him. He told them he regretted he could noit 
offer them a more splendid entertainment; ''bilt» 
gentlemen,^* said he, **^ I did not expect you so BOon« 
nor in such large numbers.*' 

The next day the pursuit was renewed, and the 
allied army was discovered at Eokersbeig, having 

* V|«d«Fr<iderle1L 

t Towert*K Memeijw of Frederic ni.--Vie de Frederic IL 

I Mteoiiw poor wrvir A la Vte de M . do Valtiin. 
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passed the river Instrutt at Fribourg. On the ap- 
proach of the Prussians they again fled, leaving be* 
liind them all their baggage, and whatever artillery 
they had saved from the rout of the preceding day; 
^snd so great was their terror, that they did not con« 
4$8ive themselves in safety till their different de» 
iachments had scattered themselves through Fran- 
conia, Hesse, Lower Saxony, and even beyond the 
•Rhine. The panic they suffered under, as weU as 
Xhe miseFies they endured in their flight, ma^be 
Judged of by the following extriaet of a letter, wnttoa 
by an officer yrho was in the battle and in the retreat, 
jand dated two days after the former ^vent : — ^'^Wa 
liave lost all our baggage and artillery, and at kaat 
.10,000 men. We marched the whole mght* and 
passing the river at Friboarg^ arrived- at Eckersbeig 
tt six in the morning. At two o'clock m the.after* 
noon the field-mars£aI(Prince of Hildbourghausei^ 
and PriQoe Georee (of d'Armstadt) joined us. They 
bad hardly sdt down to dinner when we perceivm 
the enemy at our heels, who cannonaded^us briskly ; 
and as our army was not got together, nothing was 
ieil for us but to retreat. Having again mazcl^ aH 
n^ht, we arrived at last St Erfurt, where we noxr 
are, in want of every thing, though we are rather 
better off than before. It is now eight days siaoe 
our men have had bread. They have lived upon 
turnips and radishes, which they dig out of tha 
earth."*. 

Marshal Keith writes thus to his brother. Lord 
Marischal, alter the battle, in which he himself boia 
apart^^ 

•< Menebonrf , Oth NoTember, 1747. 

^' As I knew that Weidmannf had written to yon, 
my very dear brother, the day after the battle, and 
mt oonsequently you had been made acquainted 

. ' • Towtrt't Memoirs of Fred«rto QL 
t I^Mentary ofthe marataaL 
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with my health and safety, I thought yon woaH 

Crdoa me if I delayed a bttle writing to you. Wf 
▼e honoured the late aifair with the name of a bat^ 
Ue, though it was teally nothing but a rout. The 
eoemiea wii^icd to attack us» but we were befoi»> 
hand with them. By the rapiditT^ of our move^ 
ments we were enabled to attack them In the Aankk 
while they were marching* Their cwr^^ mstiiiiei 
the fiiet ahock, bat was soon overthrown. Their 
Maa^did not do ite dutjrwell, bat ted pvecipi*- 
trtiely after three or four dnehArgea from our bat- 
laBons on its teifc. iUter this it was, in ibet, cv3f 
a flight and a pmauit, wliich la^ed till daric nighi 
¥oa maVJud^ by ^is that the k>ss baa iiot bee*. 
grant. On our aide, about 100 men kitted, and 936 
wieaaded. The enemy may hare lost 1000 met 
kmsd, byt we have taken at least 4000 fmomrsf 
aad if the darkness had not favoured them, their 
amy moat hav« been entirely destroyed; for wa 
<bore them firom within a leagn^ of Mersebourff 10 
the river Instrat^ where there is only a single bridge^ 
over which they defiled during the whole night, ia 
Older to plaoe themselves in safety. We have take* 
■ore than sixty pieces of their cannon, many standi 
atds and cotourst and generals, dukes, mar^isos^ 
and eomits in plenty. We have especially t»k«n a 
great asany of the Swiss, who do not seem to be 
fueh go0dr%mners as the French. SUch was gene^ 
rally our battle. When I have read the accounts 
of it which will be printed, I will entail the false- 
hoods on both sides, and thus make for yoa a true 
account, which will be only for yourself and for our 
good chancellor; for one does not write the truth 
for the public. Prince Henry is wounded with a 
musket baH in the shoulder, but as hehas lio bones 
broken there is no danger. Be assured lliat tins 
ihmily can never last, if the war continues; lliey 

* The Buurvhal pots lili own loi9,fBd«tmH«« tlitt of tlie allioi,ooni 
^tetUytoolow. 
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CKiwM tbemaelves too orach. The king wafl» the 
otiber day, in i ^aoe of greaiieit danger t^ any of 
liis gonenltt. For this time he.jescaped, but the 
Bvxthe may not he equally fortufiate; andacatas- 
iiOBbe may faaMen, the very thought of whioh 
aakea me tvenme. Adieu, my dear hrother. Ify 
lieaith is still gooc^ in ^t» oi the &tigue« we lui- 
deigow*** 

The battle of Rosbach was consideredt even by 
the Osnuansv who weee the enemiea of FMIerict 
;ae a aioet glorious national eyent^ and however 
«oIiticatty they aiight disapprove of the result* they 
ielt emi% pro«d o( their superiorily as a nation 
over the ]^n<dk It is said that a oonmion feeling 
of this kind even esMed between the German sol« 
dinvs in the two rival armies, who could not, upon 
this oceaflioB, be brought to consider themsetvea as 
tealy having a sefwrate wterest Thus it is rdatod, 
tint during the combat (and instances of this hind 
might be mMtiplied) a soldier pf the eavahry regi- 
ment of Seidlite was upon the iwiot of seiaiQg upon 
a Frenchman, when he saw bdiind him an Austrian 
euiiSMStec, whose lifted vsabre was about to eleave 
his head? "^Bvether Oerasan,'' said he« ««let me take 
this Frenchman.''— ^ Take him,'* replied the other, 
and lowering his sword, rode off.f 

Another aneodote of a different kind may be worth 
relatkig, from the singular readiness of comjptiment 
displayed in it by a eommon sddier. FrederJCbin 
crossing the AeU of battle, s^w a single Fiench 
grenadier resisting three Prussians. He stopped 
the combat, and turning .to the man said, ^ I>id you 
think yourself invincible l'^— ^ I should, sire," repjied 
the soldier, ** if 1 fonght under your orders !"t The 
^oews of the event of Hosbach occasioned the death 

* Extmcied flroin ei«M8. CorPMpondeneeorFleld.|iiasblUd ttUh, 

tV«ed« Frederic n. 

t iiHiMliiH% Hlifelw da !■ ffiwiwr-ff ^-gt ^'^ 
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of an irreconcilable enemy of the Kinr of 
The Queen of Poland, daughter of the Empeior 
Leopold, and wife of Augustus the Third, receifved 
the news before retiring to rest at night, and was 
found dead in^ her bed the pext morning. She had 
been in a feeble state of health for some time, and 
much worn 1^ the misfortunes which had befallen 
her husband's house ; but the sudden snapning of 
the thread of life was attributed to this final blow to 
her hopes and expectations. 

Voltaire relates an abortive attemiit at nagotii- 
tion which took -place about this time between 
France and Prussia, or rather, between the Oardinml 
Tencin, hfmself, and the Margravine of Bareith. As 
it came to nothing, it woirid hardly be worthy of 
mention, were it not for the quaint and amnsiof 
manner in which it is related by Voltaire himself 
in his own Memoirs. Voltaire «)pears to have 
always had a fancy to make himself a. political per* 
sonage by means of obscure negotiations ; but, upon 
the present occasion, he professes to have been led 
mto it in order to plague the Cardinal de Tencin, a 
^ profligate ecclesiastic^ who had been discredited fay 
nis connexion with the Mississippi scheme of Law; 
and who had, upon a previous occasion, insulted 
Voltaire as he passed through Lyons^ of which he 
was archbishop. 

^ The fatal day of Rosbach,** says Veltaiie, ** made 
an France murmur against the treaty which the 
Abb6 de Bemis had made with the court of Vienna. 
Tlie Cardinal de Tencin, archbishop of Lyons, had 
pveserved his rank of minister of state, and a private 
correspondence with the King of France. He was 
more opposed than any one to the alliance witii 
Austria.' He had given me a reception at Lyons 
with which he must have known I was any thing 
hut satisfied. However, the anxiety to intriguct 
which pursued him in his retreat,, and which, as 
(hey say, never abandons men who lu»re been in 



office, led him to connect himself with me, in order 
that I might engage the Margravine of Bareith to 
enter into negotiation with him, and to intrust the in- 
terests of the king her brother to his hands. He 
wanted to reconcile the King of Prussia with the 
King of France, and thus tb being about a peace. It 
was not difficult to indqce the Margravine of Bareith» 
awl the king her hrother, to enter into this Hego* 
tiation ; and I undertook' to do it with the greater 
pleasure, because I saw there was no chance of Its 
ultimate success. The Margravine of Bareift wrote 
lor her brother ; and k was ihioiigh^ ne that her 
letters and those of the cardinal passed. I had the 
secret satisfaction of being the go-between in this 
great affidr ; and, peihaps, another pleasure, that of 
perceiving that 'my cardinal was preparing for him- 
9^ a bitter disappointment. He wrote a fine lettec 
to the King of France, in sending him that of the 
margr8:nne ; and he was quite astonished when the 
king answered him, very dryly, that the secretaiy of 
skate for foreign affairs would acquaint him with 
his intentions. In fact, the Abb^ de Ben^s dictated 
to the cardinal the answer he was to sendr this an- 
swer was ai decided refusal to enter into negotiation* 
He was^ obliged to sign the model of a letter which 
the Abb6 de B^nis sent hiiii. He sent me this sad 
despatch, which concluded the whole transaction ^ 
and he died of chagrin at it in about a fortnight. I 
have never exactly understood how people die at 
vexation, or how ministers and old sjcsirdinals, who 
hare such hard hearts, have yet enough of sensi^ 
bibty in them to be killed by a little mortification. 
My intention had be^n to laugh at himr-^io mortify 
him; but Bot to cause his death.*** 

MV4MrrlrAlaTtod0l|.diVQlfiiiiim i 
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CHAPTER IV. 



C9imqpm»m of Mm Baitto of BmImcIi— Ba^^ifwtaD Vntif» ee«« 
maiKM by Princt Ferdinand of Branswick— His Uafttanata^TUm^ 
French lay WBMe Ctenmny— Dtikeof Riebeliett obliged toratrMt— 
FroeMdiAgv of Prince Henry Mid oC, Manbat Seltb-adbweldiillt 
Udten by tbe Anstriana— Battle of Brealaa— Capcare of Brealait** 
Battle oT'Liaea^-Breslan retaken by tbe Pniaaian*— Alao Leifuitx-k 
OonelttafMi of th« Oainpaign--biltio8le Vnlea between ProA ani 



Tbb immediate consequence of the victory of 
Rosbach was the resumption of arms by the Hano» 
verian troops, who had been obliged to remain inoo* 
live ever since tiie disgraceful capitulation of Closter* 
Severn. Whether they* or rather their rulers, were 
justified in abandoning that convention upon the 
ground that it had been previously violated by the 
cruelties and extortions* exercised by the Duke of 
Richelieu upon the electorate of Hanover — ^whether, 
also their interpretation of the same convention^ 
which was a very different one from that put upoa 
it by the French, was the true and fair pne — ^musl 
be fell to the discission of the learned in treaties^ 
The French retnonstrated, and the Hanoverians re- 
plied ; while at the same time they prepared their 
army for resistance. It may, however, be fairly 
doubted, whether any attempt to evade the conven- 
tionjvould have taken place on the part of the latter, 

^ Wben tbe Bake oTBiebelieii retamed to Parie aAer tbia oampalgi^ 
lie employed bimeelf in bnilding a Inxariona pavilion in bie gacdinL 
Tbe jMftbiic, aware df bia pillage of tbe electorate, ehrietened it '« La 
FaTilioii d'HanoTre," and it retained tbe name till tbe Freneb rcTolation. 

t A eontemporary writer calla tbe infhieckHi oftbe convention, ** Tbia 
BOtoriona breacb of foitb— a moottiaent tofViture politieiane in bow aboit 
a apaoe of Ume a treaty may be commenced, concluded, diaavowed. 
made advantafe of, and Tiolated.'^— Memoftra bj Hofaoa Walpola, £ad 
•f Oifiiid. 
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had it not been for the opportunity ftjSTorded to raiM 
the question by the victory of Rosbach, and the ex- 
treme anxiety of George the Second that his elec* 
torate. should no longer continue in the hands of his 
enemies. By this short-sighted policy of the King 
of England he involved himself again in active war; 
whereas, if Hanover had remained as a deposits in 
the hands of the French, *^ Great Britain would have 
saved about 20,000,000 of money, together with the 
lives of her best soldiers; and Westphalia would 
have continued to enjoy the blessings of peace."* 
To the King of Prussia, hbwever, tins step, which 
he had spared no persuasions to encourage the King 
of England to, was one of great advantage ; firs^ 
from its enabling him to mak^ bead forthwith against 
the Duke of Richelieu; and secondly, as engaging 
England stUl more and more on his side in the 
quarrel-t 

The Hanoverian troops were placed under the 
command of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick,^ who 
assembled them near Stade. George the Second, 
who did not vnsk to confide another army to his 
son, had requested the King of Prussia to allow 
Prince Ferdinand to enter his iservice. To this the 
latter readily consented, though his own army thus 
lost an able and distinguished general.^ The King 
of Prussia also left his brother Henry at the head of 
a corps of 16,000 Prussians to assist in resisting the 
French; and he sent Marshal Keith to make an in- 
cursion into Bohemia, by the way of Toeplitz, while 

♦Smollett's History or England. 

t Tiowera's Meinoira of Froderie lU. 

t F^rdiBcnd, Piinc« of Braiwwick Bev^n, was bom 11th Jannaiy, 
1721. He entered the Prassiah service at the age of nineteen, and dis- 
tinguished himself greatly in theearlyuampaigns of Frederic the Second. 
Bis hrilliaDi mUtttry caner elossd with the serea years' war, at the con- 
elusion of yrbich be left the conunaod of a numerous anny as poor in 
Wrtune aii when he receiVed tt. He was vinoxras, humane, generous 
•ad truly religious; though his religion was, perhaps, too much tinged 
with the mysticism which Is sometimes fbund in Gennanr. He died. 
»d July, 1799. 

$MttiM,Tttile«i dMCmenw da FndMle IftOnnd. 
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teldnMelf flew to the assistance of Silma. Seteral 
actioDB between detacted parties of the FieiM^ sDd 
Hanoveriaa troops took phux,. id whieh the latter 
wi^re always sticeesafidiy and thus by degrees ob- 
tained possessioii of Lttnenbiirghy Ze&» and part oi 
Bnmswiek. 

The crueltiBS mcttaed by the French m their re* 
toeat wejre wpithy ci their fomer baibarous acta. 
On learii^ the town of ZeO, thty reduced the 
Bubnifos to 'ashes, plundered the rest of the housesv 
and finally burnt the Oip^an Asyhnn, and in It, as it 
is said, a considerable numher of the hei^ss chil- 
dren.* It is {basing, however, to reflect, that evmi 
ill these ^Bxtensive deirastations fnnctised l^ the 
French army in Oenpany, some brilliant exanplea 
pf humanity, rare exceptions it is true, were to be 
found. It 18 recorded of the Marqnis d'Armentierea^ 
that having taken a considerable town in the tenri* 
tory of Hanover, and the tnbflbitaDts imploring on 
their knees his clemency; he answered them, ^I 
am not, undoubtedly, come here to do you any i^od; 
but be assured I wiU do you as little harm as I can.^t 

The Duke of Richelieu now. took up l^s heaii* 
quarters at Hanover; from whence, lu>wever» he 
was driven in the early part of the winter. He 
soon afterward left the army ; and his successor itt 
the command, the ^ount of Qlermooit, was obliged 
to pass the Wesei^, then to abandon Paderbom, tbea 
to quit the countty.of Hesse, and then to, evacuate 
WeseL Thus were the French driven from post to 
post, and from town to town ; tjll at length, before 
the commencement of the next spring, they were 
obliged to {dace the Rhine between them and their 
eaemies4 

The ill success of the French at this period was, 
undoubtedlyt very much to be attributed tp the state 

« TMi«fii% MMMlfs «r Fraderie m. 

t Arahenholx, Htetoiiede la Onerre de Sepc Aok 

i GUiiioM<3M«m «■ Bflgat d» Milte 1»C^ 
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of insubordinationy misery, and destitution of their 
army. Their previous generals appear to have 
thought of nothing but pillage.* When the Count 
of Clermont, who was a prince of the blood, took 
the command, he wrote the following description of 
his troops to Lewis the Fifteenth : — ** I have found 
the army of your majesty divided into three veiy 
different corps. The first > is above ffround, and is 
cbmposed of Tobbers and marauders, vnbo are besides 
in rags ; the second is under ground ; and the third 
is in the hospitals. Would your majesty wish me 
to brii^ back the first, without waiting till the two 
latter are able to rejoin iiTt Prince Henry of 
Prussia had assisted the Hahoverian army in com- 
pelling the French to evacuate Hanover; but when 
he saw this accomplished, he retraced his steps, and 
returned to Dresden, to die/end Saxony against the 
Austrians and the army of the empire. 

The nature and result of the short expedition of 
Marshal Keith into Bohemia, already alluded tp, 
will be best understood in his own words. He \hua 
writes to Lord Marisehal : — 

" Cbemnits, 6tb December, 1767. 

*<I am returned this morning from my course 
into Bohemia. My campaign has been very shorty 
and yet I am yerf well contented wi;th it; having 
executed every thing I had proposed to myself, both 
by destroying several large magazines belonging to 
the enemy, and also by drawing a corps of from 
14,000 to 16;000 men of the enemy towards my side, 
by which I. have delivered the kinff from them, and 
thus favoured his projects Ofi Silesia. I can say 
with truth, that this campaign has been a virgin one ; 
for on my side there has not been a drop of blood 
spilt, and very little even on that of the enemy; but 
they were in a dreadful fright at Prague; for, from 

* Lettres dQ Maraoto de Montalambert. 

t ▲Tcbenholx, Hittolra de U CMene de Sept Aam 

Vol. n.— a 
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the moment I passed the Egra at Badin^ the inhabit- 
ants fled from the town. My maieh has also been 
a pretty nipid one. I set off from beyond Merse* 
bourg on the i7th of last month. I have been within 
four miles of the walls of Prague, and now here I 
am come back again. I can at tiie same time assure 
you ^at the troops are not more fatigued than if 
they were just come out of winter-quarters.*** 

Frederic was not greeted with good news on hia 
arrival in Silesia; for shortly after he entered that 
province, he received the account of the fall of the, 
town of Schweidnitz. Prince Charles of Lorraine 
had sent the General Nadasti with a strong detach* 
n^ent to besiege it, and the latter after a siege of 
sixteen da3rs haul taken it by assault; the Duke of 
Bevern having been unable to succour it. The gar« 
rison, amounting to 6000 men, were taken prisoners^ 
Nadasti then returned to the main body of the Aus- 
trian armyrwhich was encamped within sight of the 
l^ssians in the camp of Betlem, close to Lissa, and 
in the immediate neighbourhood of Breslau.f 

Frince Charles and Marshal Daun, whose army 
amounted to 90,000 men, while that commanded by 
the Duke of Bevern did not exceed 33,000, were 
anxious to put an end to the contest before the ar^ 
rival of the King of Prussia, who they knew was on 
his march. They therefore commanded an attack^ 
upon the intrenched camp of the Prussians. The 
heavy artillery taken possession of at Schweidnitz 
was made use of for the purpose of forming the 
breaches^ Five attacks were made simultaneously 
upon five different parts of the camp ; but th& prin* 
cipal one was directed against the Prussian centre, 
and was effisoted by the Austrians having thrown 
bridges over the little river Loh, which defended it- 
in front. In vain Prince Ferdinand of Prussia %nd 

* MS. CoKreraondeqce of Fleltf-m^vhal KMtlh 
tAidMBM, &i«to«rad0 laGwm deflcfl Aflft 
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the 80ldief8 under him p^rfbrmed prodigies ofyfldonr ; 
aitid ithe 'Oiktsr Pmssidii officers ateo distiiigqished 
tlM^ttiflelves by <th6ir'<^ndiict ^nd tMr coinrage : the 
fnitnbens of the oomfodtants trere tod iineqiial. The 
AiMtHans gtiinfed ground at all pouats, and ^e loss 
'of the Piusslails was ^ni<dilidoii9% Night put a stop 
to thecjotribet, hot not till in most parts orthe Prus- 
eian army it had beeohie a retreat. Profiting by the 
darkness, the Duke of Bevem rallied part of his 
army in the snbnrbs of Breslan. Meanwhile the 
left wing of %hji Pruisstan atmy htid aiene iXsen some- 
what more snoee^M. Ztethon, who commanded 
it, had repi^sed with snceess the reiterated attaofas 
of Nadasti,' tW ^ght separated ,the combatants. 
This disasftrone battle to the Pnissi^s wm fongtot 
•on the 93d of November; and hss been called the 
battle of Breidau* H^he Anstriluis lost 160O men 
killed, and 4800 wotinded, and font oahnons; the 
Prassianfr lost 1800 killed, 6000 Wounded, 8600 lais- 
oners or missing, thirty-»three cannonaB, and fiiw 
tfitandardii. ' 

The Dake of Beyem deemed his tarmy^ weakened 
% these g9«at losses, «o inadequate to resist the 
"Continued attacflcs of the Anstrians, that be abaii> 
idoned his camp during the night, and inarched 
through, Breslau to the other side of the town, in- 
tending to go and meet the King of Prussia. He 
was, howerer, himself, two days afterward* taken 
firisoner by soiilie Croats, whom, in thd daikness of 
early mornii^, he tmstook for his own soldiers $ 
^d 2ietheA^ in conseqaonoe,tpok the command of 
ihe remains of the armyt and proceeded in the direct 
iion of Glogao, to unite hia troops to those of the 

tmmediateiy alter the victory of Breriau, General 
Nadasti Summoned tSeikeral Lestewitz, the governor^ 
to surrender Bteslan ; and the latter was compelled 

* MOUer, TaMtBW des CUMRW d« nadcrie Is Onna. 
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to Obey. The capture of Breelan by the Austrians 
afforded to the bishop of that city an opportunity of 
exhibiting the blackest ingratitude towards the Kinff 
of Prussia. Th& name of this prelate was Schif 
gotch ; and he had been promoted to the bishopric 
by Frederic, who had also conferred upon him the 
title of prince^ given him the order of the black 
eagle, and shown him favour and kindness in every 
possible way. In return for th«sei)enefits, the pre- 
late, when the Austriahs obtained possession of the 
town, volunteered to be the first person to take the 
oath of allegiance to the empress-<iueen ; and then, 
to prove his sincerity, he took off his Prussian order, 
and trampled it under foot. When FVederic regained 
possession of Breslau, the bishop endeavoured to ex- 
cuse his conduct, but the king spumed hia treachery, 
and exiled him. He went first to Vienna, and after- 
ward to Rome; but the reputation of his base in* 
gratitude preceded him, and he was everywhere 
received as he merited.^, 

Thus, by the time Frederic arrived in Silesia, he 
found neajrly the whole province returned to the 
obedience of the empress-queen ; his army^ defeated 
and dispersed ; and his enemies in the full expecta- 
tion of annihilating him and his power without 
further delay or trouble. Th^t monarch however 
rose, as usual, superior to his misfortunes. In his 
march he drove the Generals Marchal and Haddick 
out of Lusatia; surprised at Parchwitz a detacb* 
ment under the command of General Gersdorf; took 
possession of the Austrian magazines of provisions 
at Neumark ; and having collected the scattered re^ 
mains of the Duke of Bevem's army, which, how- 
ever, he obliged to encamp separately from his own 
victorious troops, for fear of their communicating 
to them their own despondency, placed bis camp 
near Breslau, on the side of the town towards Lissa^ 

* Arohanhols, Hiatoire da la Guerre de Sept Am^— Vie do Fredado IL 
t Arebenholk, Osioiiv d« la Gnem da Sept Aim. 
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He arfii^d in this latter ^ition xytk the 4tk lol 
Decembeir, 1767, and forthwith summonied hid prin- 
cipal officers to him. When they were all asueiimleil 
he addressed them thus :-^*« My Mends, to-moktoiir 
I ihtend to Offer battle to the enemy. As the suceesll 
of the campaign depends upon the fate of this ell^ 
gagement, and as it will also deeide to whom Silesia 
h to belong, I have sent for yon to tell you that 1 
reckon tipon each of yo^ doing his duty ds wtell M 
hd is able. I expect also from each of yo^, at hi« 
post, the greatest attehtioil to the Commands he m^f 
I'eceive t and thfit yoa wiU give to th^ soldiers undet 
jroQ an example of courage, danng, atld intrepidity^ 
m short, that you will each of you advance against 
the enemy in the firm resolution either to con<)ul9r 
or die. If you ill follow my owfi intentions in thin 
l^articular, we are sUre of the victory. I am W«U 
fetware of the strong and weik points of the enemyv 
ftnd I will therefore place every corps so that it may 
fight with advantage. It will therefore only depend 
upon yourselves to combat with braVerj^, and to gilrtfc 
proofs of that ancient Prussian valour which ani»> 
mated your ancestors. Let any one of you, th^ 
who hesitates to sacrifice his blood and his life, retire 
now, lest his timidHy should infect others^ If hfe 
Will now come forward, I will give him his disMilMMa 
Without difficulty or rfeproach.^ it^rt the Oenerid 
Rohr was so nmch isifi^cted as to burst into t^arii ; 
topon which the king turned to him, iind said kindlft 
« My dear Rohr^ this does not regard you.^ Oh^ of 
the officers^ then« speakitig for the rest, said, ** N(me 
but a coward could hesitate. We are all ready tb 
sacrifice our lives for your majestys*' 

Upon thi^ the king, evidently mueh pleased, coil- 
cluded his address with these words :*--« 1 see there 
Is no one here who is not ^nlmafed with an heroic 
courage. I shall, however^ should duy pefSoii fail in 
his promise or his duty, be sure to remark it; for I 
shall be in the frbfif and the rear of the artiiy ; I shall 
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fly from one wing to the other; and no squadron 
and no company wUl escape my observation. Those 
who act well I will reward with g^ces and favours^ 
and will never forget them. But should any one 
dishonour himself m any way, let him take care 
never to appear again before me."* 

The next dayf Frederic found himself in presence 
of the Austrian army, consisting of 90,000 men; 
which, confident from its Jate successes, had ad* 
Tanced to meet him. Although the army of the 
King of Prussia did not amount to aboye 30,000, he 
determined not to refuse the combat. He therefore 
caused his troops to advance. The Prussian hus- 
sars began the battle by overcoming the vanguard 
of the imperialists, commanded by the Saxon Gene- 
ral. Nostitz, whom they took prisoner. They thus 
obtained possession of the heights, and thereby 
masked the movenfients of their own troops. Prince 
Charles^ deceived by these demonstrations, and 
thinking his right wing menaced, proceeded ,to 
strengthen it. He had hardly done so, when Fred- 
eric, who had made his dispositions unseen, suddenly 
attacked his left wing. In vain did Prince Charles, 
when it was too late, endeavour to prolong and 
strengthen his left wing ; Ziethen, with his cavalry, 
acting in jBupport of the Prussian infantry, threw it 
into complete disorder. At the same time the King 
of Prussia placed heavy cannons in front of his van- 
ffuard, which raked tlie whole Austrian line from 
foft to right; while his centre continued to advance 
against the Austrian right. The Austrians were 
thus obliged to change their position, and to bring 
forward their right wing, while the left fell back in 
disorder. They now formed themselves on the 
heights of the village of Leuthen, from whence, after 
a long resistance, they were driven by the centre 
and left^ing of the Prussians. In this attack the 

*Vte4BFi««niQn. tfiUiI)ecttiibef»]?«. 
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king's guards distinguished themselves 1^ the fre- 
quency and vigour of their charges* 

Towards the end of the day, the Prussian General 
Driesen received orders to charge the enemy, with 
the cavalry of the left wing under his command. 
At the same momei^t, the dragoons of Bareith 
attacked the flank of the right wing, which still kept 
its ground behind the village of Leuthen. These 
simultaneous movements were crowned with the 
most complete success ; and the battle of the plams 
of Lissa ended in the complete and entire defeat of 
the Austrians. The Prussiana lost upon this ocqar 
sion 5000 men killed and wounded ; while the enor- 
mous losses of the Austrians amounted to 38,708. 
Of these 74Q0 were killed and wounded, and 21,300, 
as well as thr^e gei^erals, were taken prisoners : U7 
cannons and fifty-one standards also fell into the 
hands of the victors.* When the combat was eon- 
eluded, the King of Prussia cast his eyes over the 
field of battle, which was covered with the dead and 
dying, and exclaimed, while his eyes filled with 
tears, " ,When, oh when will my miseries cease I'* 
He passed the night on the plain of Lissa, and on 
the spot where had previously been the head-quarters 
of Prince Charles. He was told of the many 
insulting things that had been said by the Austrianc 
of him and his small army. *' I pardon them readily,** 
said he, '^ the -follies they may have uttered, in con- 
sideration of those they have Just committed."! 

The following accounts of the battle of Lissa are 
given in letters,} written by Prince Henry of Prussia 
and Marshal Keith; neither of whom, it is true, 
were present at it, but both of whom must have had 
peculiarly good meansof becoming acquainted with 
its details. It is also somewhat curious thus to have 

* Grinioard, TttMeaa du RegnedeFradteie la Grand.— M(Uler,Tabl«n 
dM Gnerres <te Frederic le Grand, 
t Vie de FrederiQ n. ^ 

i Extracted from the BIS. CorreapoDdenee of FMd^inaralHa Kdth* 
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tm dfpportanity of conipaiin^ the relations of stich 
eminent contemporaries with those that have come 
down to us from other; sources* The letter of Prince 
Benry is addressed to Marshal Keith; that of the 
marshal to his brother Lord MarischaL 

^ Lel|Mie, 14ih December, 1797. 

•* Sin 

*< The relations I have received of the engagement 
of the 6th are as follows :•>— The enemies weine 
posted be3rond the riv^rof Schweidnitzat Weesser, 
naving the Tillage of Leuthen exactly at their cen- 
ti^« Our army was formed in two lines, and the 
<mTaliy on the two wings. Six battalions were 
posted on our right* to cover the right flank of our 
cavalry. Eight or ten battalions of our right com- 
menced the attack upon the left wing of the enemied, 
where were the troops commanded by Nadasti, and 
those of Wurtembeifg and Bavaria. ' This wing was 
taken in flank, and while they thought we eihould 
Attack their right wing. In consequence, alt their 
batteries were ranged on that side, and it was neces-. 
«ary for fh^m to change them, which they could not 
do quick enough ; and thus our troops had time to 
beat them before their new batteries were formed. 
At the centre, near the village of Leuthen, all out 
army was exposed to their fire; however, our right, 
which had completely turned their- left, decided the 
affair in our favour. Our cavalry is not much talked 
of, but I hear great praises of my hussftrs. Two 
([renerals' were taken prisoners, and 100 officers; and 
some say 14,000 and some 1^,000 men, and 130 can- 
nons. General Zi^then has pursued them, and taken 
dOOO of their baggage-wagons, and a great quantity 
of ammunition. Our loss amounts to between 4000 
and 5000 killed and wounded. Breslau is occupied 
by six battalions of the enemy, and some battahons 
of Croats. I should thmk, though, that by this time 
we were masters of it. 
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"Here you have, my dear marshal, the faithM 
relation of all I have neard respecting this event; 
from which I conclude that fortune, which has lately 
tossed us so much about, has not entirely turned 
her back upon us : I therefore still hope our affairs 
may go on well. 

'^I shall be charmed to send you good news as 
often as I can; and the interest you take in all that 
eoncems us will render me the more anxious to give 
you all the proofs possible of the esteem and the 
friendship with which I am, 
"Sir, 
" Your very devoted 

^Friend and servant, 

MdMmnlts, I«th Dec 1797. 

" My dear Brother, 
*• We give battles here as elsewhere people give 
operas ; there have been three* in the last monthf 
of which we have lost pne and gained two ; but the 
last appears to me decisive in our favour. I qan 
assure you, that from all the accounts I have seen, 
the loss of the enemy haa been immense. Cannons, 
equipages — all is taken ; and in troops, either killed^ 
taken prisoners, or deserted, they must have lost at 
least 90,000 men. There ate, besides, nine battalions 
and many wounded shut up in^ Breslau, who it is 
impossible should escape from us. Luchesi is 
among them, who was wounded in the first battle, 
lost by the Prince of Bevem ; but which was not 
very fatal on our side, as our killed and wounded 
did not exceed 1800 men. General Ziethen is still 
employed in prursuing the Au^trians, and has written 
word to the king that he has found the greater part 
of their heavy artillery near Strehlen, and taken 
possession of it; but we do not yet know whether 
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It 1ft 'that belonging to their army, or that which 
;they made use of ^t the siege of Schweiidnitz. In 
vhort, the victory is complete ; and costs us, as 1 
Iwar, about 4000 men.** 

The day of the battle of Lissa, 2iefheil and La 
M otte Fouquet advanced 'in pursuit of the fugitives 
hs far as Sara, and on the succeeding ones pursued 
^em as far a& the frontiers of Bohemia; taking 
dally muUitudes of prisoners, an^ baggage of aS 
kinds, and military stores.* So great had become 
the panic and confusion Of the Austrians, that during 
the pursuit a eomet of Zi^then^s regiment, having 
with him only im m«h, took prisoners, disarme<^ 
and brought to head-quarters a party of 100 Aus- 
trians. For this gallant action he was promoted by 
the king to the Tssik of captain, and received the 
order of merit.f 

On the 6th of December Frederic invested Breslau; 
and as soon as the heavy artillery arrived from 
Neisse and Briog, began to batter the town, regard* 
less of the severity of the season, which was pecu- 
liaily rigorous. In the course of the attack, a shell 
Mt fire to a magazine of powder under the rampart: 
a bastion weus blown up and filled the ditch ; a&d 
^e commandant, General Sprecher, fearing a gene- 
ral assault, surrendered the town, and himself and 
liis numerous garrison prisoners of war. This event 
delivered into the hands of the Phissians thirteen 
generals, 700 officers, and 17,536 soldiers prisoners. 
Fovty-four eanfnons and four mortars were also 
taken.t 

The surrender of Breslau took place on the 19th 
of December, and on the iisth the Austrians gave up 
liiegnitz, which they had fortified very strongly. 

* HiM«ifi) de k Qaerra de Sept Ant, par Fredarie H. 
T Towere'8 Memoirs of Frederic UI. 

i MOller, Tableau des Gaerree de FVederic le Grand.— BfiMotav ds li 
GowTB de Sept Aaa, pn FMterie Q. 
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fhey also ao^doned the whol^ of Silesim except the 
fortress of Schweidnitz» which the Prussians con* 
tinued to blockade dunng the winter* Thus con- 
cluded the campaign of 1757, one of the most event* 
ful of all those waged by Frederic, and in which the 
hopes his numerous enemies entertained of annihi<- 
latmg him were raised to the highest pitch. But 
although they had driven him to risk his fate in 
eight battles, and more than a hundred partial 
actions, they failed in their object. He was re« 
served for further trials and further glories* Vol* 
taire, in summing up a .sketch of the campaign of 
1767, and speaking of the prowess of the King of 
Prussia, says, '^Even Gustavus Adolphus never did. 
such great things. One must, indeed, pardon him 
his verses, his sarcasms, and his little malices. AH 
the faults of the man disappear before the glory of 
the hero !"* Frederic remained during' the winter 
at Breslau, which he conceived to be the fittest spot, 
for making preparations for the campaign which im« 
pended over him. 

Various circumstances at this time concurred to 
strengthen the bonds of union between the Kings 
of. Prussia and England. Mr. Pitt had obtained poe* 
session of power, with the place of secretary of 
state in the latter country, in June, 1757. His 
commanding abihties and; comprehensiv;^ views 
jifused vigour into the British cabinet. He saw at 
once the necessity of supporting Frederic, and forth* 
with acted upon it; and it was at this time that he 
made use of the well-known expression, "that 
America was to be conquered through Germany.^'f 
At the same time, the victories of the PrussiaA 
monarch had rendered him so popular in England, 
that his birthday was kept with honours similar toi 

* M^moIrM poor aerrir i la Vie de M. de Voltaire. 
1 llvD»ob9 \& 9*nia9 Wai9fA«».E#rl of OtQitA,rJ^n\mtMm. Hi* 
toln de to Outna d» Swt AaIu 
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those in use for the sovereign of the couniry. The 
streets were illuminated for his victories, and his 
praises were sounded in both houses of parliament.* 
So great, indeed, was the enthusiasm in his favour, 
that it was proposed to raise subscriptions for him, 
to assist him in canying on the watr ; and a maiden 
lady of Salisbury actuSly remitted to him by her 
banker 1000/. as a present.+ The result of these 
feelings and opinions on the part of the people and 
the government of England was a fresh subsidiary 
treaty entered into with him, and approved by par- 
liament; by which Great Britain was bound to 
furnish him yearly with it subsidy amounting to 
670,000/., and to send an army into Germany. 

But though England was become more friendly 
to Prussia, the enmity of the rest of Europe towards 
that power was by no means diminished. Fred- 
eric therefore deemed it necessary to employ 
the commencement of the year 1758 in negotiations, 
by which he hoped to detach a portion at least of 
that gigantic and hostile league which was still 
banded against him. In, conjunction with his Bri- 
tannic ally, he endeavoured to neutralise the hostility 
of Russia. But the influence of the cabinet of 
Vienna at Petersburg was too strong for him ; and 
the Empress Elizabeth continued still to be hi9 
bitter foe.J The Chancellor Bestuchef, who in- 
clined to peace, was disgraced ; and General Apraxin 
was arrested, on account of his retreat from Prussia. 
Bestuchef had been originally, as has been before 
stated, a decided enemy to Prussia. He had, how- 
ever, changed his views upon this subject, in order 
to please the great duke, afterward emperor, who, 
as well as his wife, was favourably disposed to 
Frederic. It was in conseouence of his measures 
and orders that Prussia had been so much spared 

* AlEVOtti'to Lottera. t Ctontleman'sllacftKlira ftr 170GL 

t Mai]«r, lU>!!e«i dM GoeRM d« Fndote to GmnA 
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during the last campaign. Finally, the two em- 
presses, the court of France, and that of Poland be- 
came more united among themselves, and more 
hostile against Prussia than ever.* 



CHAPTER V. 



Military Proceedings during tbe Winter— Campaign of 17S6— Soeceasai 
of Prinee Ferdinand -Army of tbe Cireles—Frederfe takes Sehweid* 
Bits— Frederic deceives Daon, and emers Moravia— He be s iegs B 
OUmats^Lelters of Marshal Keitli— The Pmasians retreat— Fred- 
eric marches against the Rbssians— Tlie Swedes ravagd the Pnissian 
Territories— Burning -of Custrin hy Count Fermor— Battle of Zonv 
^dorf— The Russians retreat. 

Ths plan of the King of Prussia for the ensuing 
. campaign wa^ to withdraw his troops from Prussia, 
which province he considered too distant to be de- 
fensible ; to commence hostile operations in Silesia, 
before the Austrians could repair their losses, or the 
Russians pass the Vistula; to retake Schweidnitz; 
and to besiege OUmutz, which had been made the 
principal station for provisioning and arming the 
Austnan armies.t 

In the depth of winter. Count Fermor, the new 
Russian commander, invaded Prussia at the head 
of an army consisting of 110,000 men, took posses- 
sion of the whole country, and obliged the mhabit- 
ants to take the oath of allegis^nce to the Empress 
Elizabeth. He placed garrisons in the Polish towns 
of Thorn and Elbing ; and then, advancing to the 
Vistula, sent a detachment of 8000 Cossacks to lay 
waste Pomerania. The Prussian General Platen 
marched into Pomerania to observe the proceedings 
of the Russians ; .taking with him a detachment from 

* Hlstoire de la Guerre de Sent Ana, par FrederioIL 
t Mailer, Ittieardsii GneiraidiefMerie 1« Gnnd. 

VoiH n.— H 



86 UTB OF fllEi>BRlC ». [1758. 

the army which, under the command of Count DiAna 
(who had succeeded Marshal Lehwald, worn out with 
age and infirmities), was blockading the Swedes in 
Stralsund. 

The active commencement of the campaign in the 
real theatre of war, the centre of Germany, fell to 
the lot of Prince Ferdinand t)f Brunswick ; and to 
conduct it to a successful issue was an undertaking 
of no slight difiSculty. He found himself at the 
head of 30,000 Hanoverian troops, but, on the other 
hand, opposed to 80,000 Frencn, whom he was to 
strive to drive out of Lower Saxony and Westphalia* 
where they were posted. He first, with this view, 
sent a detachment to the Weser, which took p<ys* 
session of Verden; while another, under the com- 
mand of his nephew the hereditary prince, after- 
ward the celebrated Duke of Brunswick, seized 
upon Hoya. No sooner was the Count of Saint 
Germain made acquainted with these succeiises 
than he evacuated Bremen, where he had a garrison 
of twelve battalions ; and Joining these to the other 
troops under his command, consisting of fourteen 
battalions, he marched into Westphalia.* 

Meanwhile, Prince Ferdinand, with the main body 
Of his army, crossed the river Aller, and advancing 
straight to Minden, laid siege to that town. In his 
progress, his own guard surprised and took prisoners 
the regiment of Poleresky. This disaster, and the 
march of Prince Henry of Prussia towards Bruns* 
wick, completely disconcerti&d the French general, 
the Count of Clermont. Prince Henry had been 
employing himself in clearing the territory of Hal- 
berstadt of the- French trOops sent there by the 
Marshal de Richelieu, Under the command of the 
Marauis de Voyer d*Argenson, whose ravages and 
cruelties had been of the most dreadful kind. The 
destruction of property also had been as wanton as it 

* Hlitsftn dt ]• Gwnpe da a«iK Am, ptr Pkvdiffic n. • 
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was unireml. As a proof of this, it is stated that 
it was D'Aiigenson's custom, when he had lodged in 
a house, but did not intend to remain in it, to destroy 
all the furniture, and to break in pieces the looking- 
glasses with a diamond. As soon as Prince Hemy 
lad delivered the country from these barbarians, ha 
fastened to the support of Prince Ferdinand. 

The Count of Clermont, upon this, broke \xp Yob 
camp, and forthwith determined upon evacuating, 
without delay, Brunswick Woolfenbuttle and Han- 
over. He detached M. de Broglio to the relief of 
Minden; but that general was unable to find any 
opportuiiity of attacking his enemies, and was there- 
fore obliged to remain a spectator of the capitulation 
of the town, the garrison of which were taken pris- 
oners of war. After this event, Broglio rejomed 
the Count of Clermont at Baderbom, and the army 
of the aUies marched forward to Biielefeld. Again 
the French retreated, and abandoned possession of 
Lippstadt, Hamm, and Munster. Thus left without 
an^r possessions in Germany, Clermont repassed the 
Ehine at Wesel, and cantoned his troops on the 
other side of that river. Prince Ferdinand took up 
bis quartets at Munster, and placed his troops in the 
villages of the neighbourhood, where he permitted 
them to rest after their fatigues. The allies took 
U»000 prisoners during this short but glorious ex- 
pedition, which only lasted from January to April; 
and which, as Frederic weU observes, " may be conv- 
pared to the admirable campaign of Turenne,when, 
penetrating by Thann and Befort, he surprised the 
imperialiste, scattered in their quarters through Alsa^ 
tia, and forced them to repass the Rhine.^** 

The Prince of Saxe^Hildbourghauseh had given 
up the command of the army of the circles to the 
Prince Frederic of Deux-Ponts ; and these troc^Mip 
Qj^ longer actii^ in caAiooction with the Frenciib 

• iHd fv la Tit i| 14 Biipt d9 TMeno It ; pv r Atit4 I>mUiw 
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were placed in communication with the forces of 
the Austrians, and advanced against the Prussians 
through- Franconia and Bohemia. Prince Henry of 
Prussia, who was stationed in Saxony, received 
orders to keep them in check. This he effected by 
advancing as far as Zwickau and Hof, pubhing his 
detachments even to Bamberg, and thus destroying 
their magazines.* 

The Kmg of Prussia did not commence his cam- 
paign till the middle of March. His first object was 
the successful conclusion of the siege of Schweid- 
nitz, and with this view he forthwith changed the 
blockade of that place into an active attack upon it* 
He therefore stationed his army, which he com- 
manded in person, as one of observation, to protect 
and cover the besiegers ; while the General Treskow 
invested the town. The trenches were opened on 
the 2d of April ; and the governor, the Count de 
Thurheim, capitulated, after a brave defence, on the 
16th. The garrison, reduced from 8000 men to 5000, 
became prisoners of war.f 

No sooner was Frederic in possession of Schweid- 
nitz than he proceeded to put into execution the 
bold and able plan he had formed for the campaign. 
Daun, who this year had the sole command of the 
Austrian army, was still in his quarters near Koo- 
nigsgratz, when, to his utter surprise, he heard that 
Frederic had marched into Moravia, the straight 
road to Vienna, ana had commenced the siege of 
Ollmutz. In order to deceive Daun, and thus to get 
the start of him, Frederic had. made the Generals 
Ziethen and.Fouquet advance, with a portion of his 
army, through the county of Glatz to Braunau, as 
if menacing an irruption into Bohemia. Daun was 
completely taken in by this' movement; and while 
the king was in the heart of Moraviaj fully expected 
an attack from him in Bohemia. The object of the 

* Mailer, Tableau dee Gaerree de fndwrio le Grand, 
f Biaielre de la Gnem de Sept Ans, par Fredeiio U. 
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kmg in this aiqwdition is thu^ expressed by himself: 
w^** His design was to penetrate into Moravia, and 
%9i take Ollmutz; not ia order to keep the plaee, fbr 
lii^ already foresaw the diversion which the Russians^ 
who had tak^i possession of Prussia, were preparing 
to make in Pomeraaia and the Marehes of Brandon- 
bur^h ; but in order, during the whole campaign, to 
mcv^ the Austrians in a park of the c€Hintry so 
^ant from the temtones of the King of Prussia, 
snd thus to gain timo^ad facilities, in the mean while, 
to oppose, with eflRect, the Russians.*** 

T^e siege of Olimuti; waa intrusted to Marshal 
Keith, and oommenced towards the end of May; 
while th^ king, with an army of obaervatibn* posted 
himself in the neighboBrhood. No sooner had 
Marshal Aaun . discovered the destination of the 
Prussians than ha left Kmnigagrat^E, and marehed 
towards OUmiltz. His intention was, not to hazard 
a battle, but to endeavour to throw succours into the 
town, at the same time cutting off the supplies of 
provisiona and amm^unition which ih» Prussians 
trere obliged to bring, v^ith cowsiderabie labour and 
<^fficulty, all the ws^y from Silesia, The siege o{ 
OUmutz contii^ued during the whole of the monlii 
of June, but frewn various circuroatances,-^the errors 
committed by the Prussian engineer the Colonel 
Balby, and^ the bravery of the garrison and their, 
commander the Baron Marshall,-^ttle progresai 
wa3 made by the asaaiUnts.* The following exr 
tracts of letterst from Marshal Keith to his brother 
lord Marischal will best convey an. idea of th^ 
events of the siege, as well as of thei causes whieb 
(i^jito itaconcluaiOA::^ - i 

'*]PitHii ttti ctmp bdftira 01liintt&> 

«W6 opened the trenches before Oflmntz lafll 

* Bi«t»iN4»la6B«n4»8eptAii%pi»nrtdefi«1f^ 

t MS. Comspoodeoe»or Ftold>iMnbia ttith, 
H« 
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night, at 500 vards from the place, without losinff a 
single man, the governor net having perceived wimt 
we were about till it was daylight, by which time 
we were already covered with our works. All this 
morning he has been firings but not vigorously, and 
almost entirely with small cannons. If he does not 
increase his nre, 1 reckon in three days on being 
able to bring to bear upon the place twentv-four 

f'eat guns and sixteen mortars. If we are iuckyf 
hope in four or five days more to extinguish a great 
part of his fire ; for having the advantage of the 
ground over him, we see the inside of several of his 
works« On his side he does not spare labour. I 
see from the top of the house I am hving in, that he 
is opening a battery on our right, in an island that 
you will see on the other side of the river.* We 
must therefore pluit one to oppose him. Adieu, my 
dear brother." 

From the camp befbre OUmntL 
'« Mtb June 1758. 

" I have received my dear brother's letter of the 4th 
of May, and have shown it to the king, who was 
much pleased with the part relating to the canton of 
Beme.f The taking of Sch weidnitz did not exactly 
occur in the way that it is reported. There was 
neither a breach, nor a piece of the wall fallen 
down; but a deserter gave information that the 
soldiers who were placed to guard a certain fort 
were all below iii the casements, on account of the 
quantity of shells which we threw there. The 
resolution was, in consequence, taken to scale that 
part, which was done without resistance. The en* 
trance of the casements was then taken possession 
of, and those within were obliged to beg for quarter. 
The possession of "the fort remained tons; upon 
which the town, of which all the strength consists 

* In the 0aae of Ollnrats wtateh Uie mvidud bad aent to bia brothar. 
t Lord Hariaebal was at preaent raaidinf at MeQftbatol, in fiwlta^. 
Jaad, n gOTtmor. fbr tbe Kiof omuMia. 



1768.] LIFB OF nUEDBRIO tu 91 

in the forts which snrronild it, capitulated. We 
found fifty-one Austrian cannons in it, besides those 
ve had ourselves left there. I wish 1 could also 
give you an account of the talking of Ollmut^; but 
the Baron de Marshall, who commands there, does 
not approve of my doing this in^mediately. He is 
a very brave old man, seventy-six years old, dex- 
terous and experienced in this kind of warfare. He 
is in a very good place, provided with every thing 
that he wants, and having at his disposal all the 
cannons and ammunition destined for the siege of 
Neisse, provisions in great abundance, and an old 
engineer named M. de Rochepine, who assists him 
admirably in his defence. His garrison consists of 
eighteen battalions and three squadrons of dragoons, 
but there are a good many recruits among them. 1 
see that, for the services of danger, he trusts prin- 
cipally to six Hungarian battalions who are with him ; 
for in the three sorties he has made, hardly any one 
but Hungarians have appeared. In the last, he had 
given them a good dose of a^a magnammitaiis, as 
Lacy used to call it. They were all drunk, and in 
this state rushed into our batteries, and nailed up 
six pieces of cannon and three mortars, but so ill 
that four hours afterward all of them went off as 
well as before. Our people killed 100 of their sol- 
diers, and five officers, wuh their bayonets ; and we 
took an Officer and forty-seven men prisoners. The 
deserters assure us, that with the wounded they 
have lost 300 men out of the 1200 of which the 
sortie consisted. In consequence, for the last three 
days they have attempted nothing. I tell you 
nothing of Prince Henry and Prince Ferdinand ojf 
Brunswick, because they are near|r you than us. 
All that we know is, that they are^th in motion, 
to try and execute the projects they have concerted 
with the king. I am much obliged to you for all the 
good things you send me. I can only send you 
plans in return. By that of OUmutz you will see 
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liow far we are adlTaxioed ; sod m Wiedisan 4id iii9t 
•end you tliat of 8ohweidiii(x» i haive lagged B^ltiiy 
to midEe me onei^which I will send ypu in iny nej^ 
letter. Many oompHroenta to MademoiaeiUe ^M^ 
Yoti never tell me any tfaiog: of ItweldiD and Slepao. 
I should be'oiad to hear if. they axe still with yQ«^ 
and if they behave well. I hielieve I have already 
told you that Motacho waa not with me. at the affair 
of Rosbaeh. He waa then ill of a fever at Leipsio^ 
I like him very much } he ia exceedingly attached to 
me ; and aa he geta cMer, he beoomes a^oce steady* 
** The king, who covexa om- siege* came yesterday 
to see our lines, and to receiye a hundred of two 
cannon shots. Lieutenant General Fouquet ree^ved 
a contusion on his thigh from a twelve*iy>under ; but 
it is not ^ dangerous wotOMi. I see that the kixy 
will be glad to receive letters from you froia tivie to 
time. You can send them enclosed in those to me^ 
Adieu, my dearest brother. > The Swiss o^er^p 
veme&y against danger made me laugh heartily^'aod 
the kmg alao« Femor and Browne have not hoMi 
recalled. You know the Russian generala sujQ^ 
ciently well to be aware that they are not anxioua 
Ibr commands where btows may be ej^ieoted ; sow 
probably, they will renain.** 

<<K«NUg«gnt^ 14|h Jnlj, 1758. 

** You muai have aheady heard by the newspapers 
of the raising of the siege of OUmutz ; but as I am 
persuaded tluit many false circumstances will have 
been added to the detajbl of that eventf I am going to 
relate the whole transaction to you^ with that accu* 
lacy which you know I always adhere to» I must 
first allow that «e had hy ;m> mesiae a true idea of 
the atrength oPfche place or of the garrison $ and 
that, consequently, we ha^ not brouig^t with us 
enough ammuojtion to take it. This Q«:>'iged the 
king to order a great convey from Silesia, imder an 
aaeori of epght battaJioDs of infantry., an4 Qf about 
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1 100 hone. The enemies, who perceiyed that every 
thing depended upon the arrival of this convoy, and 
who, heiag in their own country, were well informed 
of every step we took,* collected several small bodies 
of men, which had already been posted in the moun- 
tains behind us with the view of cutting off our 
communication with Silesia* With these they at- 
tacked our convoy on the 37th of June, but were 
repulsed with the loss of 300 or 300 men. 
"As soon as I heard of this,! sent Lieutenant- 

Pral Ziethen, with five battalions of grenadiers 
very strong ones I allow) and three regiments 
of cavalry and hussars, to meet the convoy, which 
was already within three leagues of us. The day 
after (the 38th), the attack was recommenced by the 
enemies, with the same troops as the day before. 
But while Ziethen was occuj^ed in repulsing them 
both in front and rear of the convoy, for they had 
attacked both parts at once, General St Ignon 
arrived with 4000 grenadiers and 3000 dragoons, and 
fell upon the centre ; so that our forces and convoy 
were divided into two parts, one of which arrived at 
the camp, but the other was destroyed; and Ziethen, 
who was in the rear, was obliged to return to Trop- 
pau with whatever scattered troops he could collect. 
YOU will readily perceive, that after the loss of our 
ammunition it was impossible to take any other part 
than that of raising the siege, which we did on the 
morning of the 3d of July. I was obliged to leave 
a single cannon and five mortars behind us, which 
are the only trophies the enemy has to boast of; for 
I brought away with me all the sick and wounded, 
except twenty«two who were actually dying. 

''As soon as the siege was raised, the king re- 
solved to quit Moravia, as all the provisions' in it, 
both for men ^uid horses, had been consumed during 
the two months we had been there. He determined 
to march into Bohemiat where we hoped to find a 
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fresh coontiT. We arrived here without any i&R' 
culty from the enemies, except that the day before 
yesterday Laudon ^nd St. Ignon, with a corps of 
10»000 men, wished to make an/attack upon the 
bagif^ig^ of ike troops under my command. Instead 
of succeeding, however, they left behind them abot^i 
600 dragoons, either lulled or taken prisoners, um 
only- got possession of four or five carts of flour* 
My health has been very feeble ever since the mbnUi 
of ApnL The fever pursues me ; but I cannot teH you 
what sort of fever it is, as there Is nothing regitlaf 
about it The gout also takes its part,- and at on^ 
time fixed itself in my right foot: but it has since 
risen into the body, where it gives me greal pain* 
I have need of repose, but 4>ur situation does n€^ 
permit me to hope for it for some time, so I -mini' 
drag myself along as well as I can* Adieu, my 
dearest brother*. I will try to send you news of my« 
self as ofteQ as I can*'* 

It was to Oeneral Laudon,* who afterward, during 
ibe course of the war, so jinuch distinguished hinv 
sell, that Daun had. intrusted the attack of tha 
Prassian convoy. Besides the destruction of the 
greater part of the convoy, 600 of the Prussianq 
were taken prisoners, among whom was the Oeneral 
Putkammer* 

During the siepfe the king had frequently ex« 
pressed himaeUD^ dissatisfied with the way in which 
the^ place was invested by Balby, who seems, i« 
truth, to have committed many enor^B. This dlsM 

* Gidfloa BnMtt Bbmo de LaHMkoT ft flunOy orteiBidlsr SMtoh, ms 
bom In 17|6. In Livonia. Ho nu^e n)a firat eaaipaigna in tbe aervico ' 
of Rttwia, under Marshal Mnnfoh. In 1740 he anitted the service of 
Sxuaia, and entoicd tb«( of Aoatrfa, wham bo flnaify .raoa to the bigbeaC 
military hunoitri. H« waa one of the ablest and moal dietinf niabe^ 
fenerels opposed to Frederic, over whom he sometimes gained froa^ 
advantages. Re dMt whOe commanding tha imperint amy agailHil 
tlioTiirfc%ttNeiia^clMQ|7UiJiav I7«9» 
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ftatisfaction rendered hiiii unreasonably harsh in his 
manner to the individual engineers and miners whom 
he had occasion to accost in the trenches. Upon 
one occasion he was pecuUariy so to an officer, a 
captain of artillenr; and haviiig reprimanded him 
ievetelj, he concluded by ordering him to quit his 
Service. Upon this, the cd&cer quitted the trenches 
knd walked away ; but the king called him back, and 
6aid to him, *' You msnr stity till the siege is overt 
and then you may go.* — ** I am obliged to your ma^ 
lesty,** replied he, «* for giving me an opportunity of 
losing an aj-m or a leg l^fore I leave your service ; 
but I shall stand in need of both, to save your ma- 
lesty the expense of having me carried out of your 
territories.*' Frederic smiled at the officer's ans wer, 
which restored him to good-humour; and he sent 
him back to his post,. at the same time ordering him 
& gratuity.* 

As soon as Fredetle was convinced of the impos- 
sibility of bringing the siege of Ollmutz to a suc- 
cessful issue, he cfetermined to leave Moravia with 
the same celerity he had entered it, and try what 
advantage he could gain over Dann by again fore- 
stalling him. With this intention, he carefully con- 
cealed from the Austrians his design. The day be- 
fore the Prussians left their camp, the firingagainst 
OUmutz was continued as vigorously as ever. But 
at night, on the 1st of JuW, the whole army took the 
road to Bohemia, divideo into two columns, one of 
Which was commanded by the king in person, and 
the other by Marshal Keith. The Prussians, by this 
Secret manoeuvre, gained a whole day's march over 
fiieir adversaries, and were enabled to continue their 
march to Koenigsgratz with hardly any molestation; 
havinff seized by the way, at Leitomischel, a large 
A-ustnan oonvoy« Gen^Fal Laeyi ai one moment, it 

* Tvww^illeiiioinof Fred«riem. 
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is tnie, endeavoured to harass the rear-gaaid of the 
king's forces; and at another. General St. Ignon 
made an attack upon that of Marshal Keith; but 
both attempts were repulsed with loss.* 

On the 11th of "July, the king arrived at Koenigs- 
gratz, with all his sick, wounded, baggage, artillery, 
and military stores. Of this important post he 
made himself master, after driving from it the 7000 
men, commanded by Baron Bucco, which were placed 
there for its defence. All this was done before 
Daun was aware of Frederic's design, and " while 
he could not even suspect that he had driven him 
from a siege to a conquest."! 

The king's first care was to get rid of the heavy 
baggage and artillery he had brought from Ollmutz; 
and General Fouquet was sent with a detachment 
to convey it to Glatz, which was happily executed. 
When all these dispositions were completed, Daun 
appeared with his army on the other side of the 
Elbe, on the 32d of J^ly. As Frederic himself ob- 
serves, " if the Austrians had been now the only per- 
sons in question, the campaign might easily have 
been concluded without leaving Bohemia. IBut the 
invasion with which the Russians menaced Pome- 
rania and the New March of Brandenburgh obliged 
the king to ma^ch his troops into Silesia, in order to 
convey assistance to those points which were HbM 
most in need of it,"| 

Frederic left the Margrave Charles of Branden- 
burgh, with a part of the troops, to cover Silesia, 
and set off himself at the head of 20,000 men, to 
make head against the Russians. He commenced 
his rapid march on the 25th of July. At first his 
course was harassed by parties of the Austria^ 
troops ; but as, in the different skirmishes which en- 
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sued, the Prussians had the advantagre, this obstacle 
wa» soon abated.* On the 92d of August, he arrived 
at Fraukibrt on the Oder, and remained there some 
hours. Ab he stood on the steps of the house 
where he intended to sup* and the troops were 
marching by him, the shots of the bombardment of 
Custrin were heard distinctly. A letter of the time, 
and from an eyewitness, say3i '* I observed that the 
king took a pinch of snuff as the sound of each dis- 
charge peached him ; and even through that air of 
iatrepidity which never abandons this prince, I could 
perceive the sensations of pity towards that unfor- 
tunate tovvn, and an eager impatience to fly to its 
relief. ^'t At two in the morning he continued his 
march, and the following day (August 23d), having 
crossed the river two leagues below Frankfort, he 
effected his juaction with Count Dohna and his 
Iroops. 

That general had been obliged to raise the block- 
ade of Stralsuud, and to march against the Russians. 
The Swedish commander, HfLmiltoa, took advantage 
of his dbaence to levy contributions upon the dis- 
tricts called, the Uker March, the county of Ruppia, 
and Prignitz. Dohna, in spite of the smallness of 
his forces, drove Homah^f, who bad been sent for- 
ivard by Count Fermor, the Russian general, into 
Pomerania, back to the main bo(iy of the Russian 
army neaf Franltfon on the Oder.l Fermor had in- 
tended at Frankfort to pass the Qder, and to invade 
the electoral maroh of Brandenburgh : but Dohna 
prevented him hy means o( forced marches ; and 
Fermor, disappointed, retired to Landsberg, detached 
Romansow with 10,000 men to Schwedt, and in- 
vested the foitvess of Custrin, the town attached to 
«^ch he ireduoad to airiies. Many of the inhabitants 
( burnt in their housesi or buried iu the ruins of 
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them. At this juncture Frederic arrived with his 
reinforcements. As soon as Fermor was aware of 
the king's approach, and of his junction with Dohna, 
he left Custrin, and marchinj^ towards the Prussians, 
who were encamped at a village called Dermitzel, 
formed hk army into an oblong square, within sight 
of them. 

This happened on the 24th of August; and the 
king, on seeing the Russians, determined to attack 
them the next day in spite of the inequality of num- 
bers ; his own army consisting only of 30,000 men, 
opposed to 60,000. Nothing cbuld exceed the 
ardour of the Prussians for the conflict; the sight 
of the devastations and cruelties practised upon 
their country and their countrymen by the barbarous 
Russians had esccited. their enmity to the highest 
pitch. These feelings were participated in by Fred- 
eric, arid caused him t6 give an order for which even 
the miseries he saw his subjects suffering under can 
be no excuse. He commanded no quarter to be 
given, which injunction, however, Was not eventu- 
ally strictly adhered to. Along the line of the 
army was heard the cry, "The Prussians g^ve no 
quarter." — ** Nor do we," answered the Russians.* 

The two armies were only separated by a marshy 
stream, called the MutzeL During the night the 
King of Prussia posted his vanguard in a wood on 
the othe/side of the stream. He was thus enablcKl, 
the next morning, to turn tlie< troops composing the 
right wing of Fermor, and to attack them in the 
rear. At the same time the Prussian artillery, con- 
sisting of eighty great cannons, did great execution 
among the Eussiaii ranks.f In spite, however, of 
these dispositions, the right wing of the Russians 
threw the body of troops who were opposed to them 
into confusion ;v ^d the Cossacks, having set €re to 
the village of Zomdorf, near which the artillery 

• Archflnhols, Histoire de la Gaerre de SepC Ana. 
t M OUer, Tableau dea Gaerres de Fraderie le Gnmd. 
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was stationedt added to the embarrassment* Gene- 
ral Seidlitz, however^ by the valour of his cavalryy 
succeeded at length in repulsinff that of the Rus- 
sians, and then attacked their infantry. 

At this period of the action Frederic cansed the 
infantry of his right wing to advance to the attack^ 
who were received with the most determined re- 
sistance by the enemy. The carnage now became 
dreadful. The Russians were animated with the 
feelings of despair ; the Prussians with those of ven- 
geance for the cruelties which had been practised 
upon their country. £ven soldiers in the agonies 
of death thought more of inflicting torments on their 
enemies than of their own sufferings. A wounded 
Russian was seen extended over a dying Prussian, 
himself so disabled that he could not make use of 
his arms, but he was occupying his last moments 
with tearing his enemy ^s flesh with his teeth ! Some 
Prussians who witnessed this killed the capnibal, 
and thus aQowed their countryman to die in peace. 
The king in person led the last attacks, and was so 
much exposed to the fire of the Russians, that his 
aids-de-carap and his pages, who attended him, were 
all either killed, wounded, or taken prisoners. At 
length, at nightfall, the Rus^ans began to nve vrsy^ 
and abandoned the victory and the field of battle to 
the Prussians.* 

fVom the moment the fortune of the day appeared 
decided, the confusion of th<^ Russians, became ex- 
cessive ; great numbers of them plundered their own 
baggage, and then^etting drunk with the brandy and 
other spirits they 4iad thus seized upon, they nished 
into the m^l^e, attacking whatever, whether of 
friends or foes, came in their way. Some of these 
^orderly troops remained on the field of battle all 
night, which gave occasion to Fermor to. claim the 
mtory ; in spite of the results which so clearly 

• HMoIra d« la Gvenv d« 8«|« Aii% par FradnloIL 
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proved it to hare faHen to the PruMiflM, and in 
spite of his own request, of itself a confession of be^ 
ing worsted, for permission to bmy the Russiatt 
dead.* Fermor hM the weakness, in parsaance of 
this climn, to send oovriers to the different alfied 
powers and their armies, annonnciag his imaginary 
success. As an histofian of these times truly re* 
marks, ** Never was this species of deeeit more fre- 
qaeatff practised than dunng the seven years' watv 
The Prussians alone despised such eonduct When 
beaten, they allowed it, m the hope of causing theit 
loss to be for|otten in some future exploit. So aetetf 
Frederic, and so acted those who commanded his 
armies. They left to the vanquished the pleasuMr 
of deceiving themselves with illusions, and of re* 
Joicittg over fkise itews, while they employed theill^ 
selves in really profiting by the vi€tory.'*t AfU* 
the combat was eonchided, Frederic had the greats 
ness of mind to offer his thanks publicly to Genei^ 
Seidlttz, as the victor of the day, and to attrfbiriMi 
the success 1 of it entirely to his valour and condnolL 
The battle of 2Somdorf cost the Prussians 10,000 
men killed and wounded, and the Russjaiis 18,600^ 
d800 of their troops and six generate were also iskm 
prisoners, and they lost 104 cannons wid tfah-ty-two 
standards. Daun, who had been anxious that FoN 
mor should occupy the attention of ^the King of Pru^ 
sia without coming to any decided engagememt, had 
Written to him, ^ not to risk a battfe wilh a wiiy 
enemy, whose cunning and resources he was not yet 
acquainted with ; But to temporae always, till tHo 
Austrian army had struck a sticcessful blow in Saz<' 
ony.'' The courier who carried this despatch waa» 
seized by a Prussian detachment. After the bat^ 
of Zomdorf, the king answered it himself m the folL 
lowing words r—** You had reason to advise G«m 
ural Fermor to be on his guard against a crafty and 

*Areb8olHlB,BistolfBd»la€fMRetf»80|itAM tiN< 
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designing enemy, whom you were better acqnaintftcl 
with than he was, for he has given battle, and he 
haa been beat."* 

The ^ next dayf the Russians rallied, and formed 
themseltres into an oblong square near the wood of 
Drewitz. During the day many skirmishes tool^ 
place between the Prussian hussars and the Cos- 
sacks. The former had obtained possession of the 
Russian baggage, which had been separated from the 
main body of the army by the combat of the precede' 
ing day. 5000 baggage jcfarts were plundered by the 
Prussian light troops, who were, at one moment, 
driven off by the Cossacks, and then the latter hegasK 
plundering the baggage of their own army, in their 
turn. Finally, however, the Prussians had the best 
of the contest 

The following night the Russians again changed 
their position, and on th6 subsequent days, to the 
1st of September inclusive, they repeated from one 
position to another ^ many dunnishes taking place» 
and the Prussians always pursuing them. On the 
1st of September they arrived at Landsberg, where 
they were, ioined by; Romanzof, returning fronir 
Schwedt; while the Prussians posted themseivetf 
at a village called Bhtmberg. 

It is said that the evening before the battle of 
Zomdorf, Frederic sent for a literaiy man, who was 
at that time in his suite, and occupied himself with 
him for some time in correcting and altering the 
strophes of an ode by John Baptist Rousseau, which 
he thought were susceptible of amelioration.^ This 
anecdote, if true, savours too much of a vain display 
of calmness and freedom of thought, in a moment 
of such anxious danger as the ev^ of a battle, to be 
mentioned with any praise. But it is at least cu« 
nous, as illustrating the character of the man, and his 
power of self-control. When the king came, after 

* Mflltor, l^bleta dec Gimttm deFraderie le Grand. 
tAiifaaftli«96Ui. |Vied«Fnd«iton. 
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Hie l»ttie» to Cudtriii^ he seemed nudi affected si 
the rnin and desolation of the town, and said to tbe 
inhabitants, who crowded around him, ^My cbildreai 
Icoald not come, to you sootter,or thia calamity 
should nol hare happened. Have a liitle pati»iee| 
tfaoi^h, and I will cause etery thin^ to be Ribailt** 
The commaadaat oC Custrin was supposed not to 
have adojyted Judicioas meaeuies' for iti^' defenee* 
"When he saw the king, he endeavoured to SpoUwix^ 
for his condiiet» hut FSrederic stopped hini^ uiymgfi 
^ I make no compiainte against ym^ H is. myself 
Who am: to biaitie» So9 haflritig appointed ybu tD* sueh 
a post.** 

The Russians m their retreat laid siegie to CM* 
berg, and: bombarded it eruellY; bol it was too well 
defended by the brave l^russlan governor Heydea 
inr ftfaein to ohtai» posMssioa of it.-! Finding their 
sfibrts unavailing to obtain any advantaips, and fan^ 
mg so comdbetely devastated Fomerwria a*il €ke ae# 
novok of bnandSBhurgb that they iMiuld hd' lofig«« 
subsist in thiese provimces, they faa^ ev^cilaS^i 
tinem at the end of October ; and Coattt Dohniat inikf^ 
, had been, left by the King of Prusria at the head of 
£1,000 BtcflU to watch their movements, was enabled^ 
to turn his attention to other enemiesit 

• Towera^a Menoir* or FrBderifl m. 

iHtUfer, Ttble«u des Guerres de Frederic 1e Ol«lM> 
Okaptgam de Twdeiit VL, par Mr. « W*. 



1758.] UFS OF FBEDXRXC IL 103 



' CHAPITER Tt. 

tfMerio fbaMvmm tojohi IfriAde Reiuy, tt«l Hr wn^iktM Vy IMi 
ng fM9daii*^4Smtthf of HMMrcten— BMlMtt «r«A liufi of Miite 
•^^Mlh otlftnUl S«ilh~DMlii < tto MaifnvUM of Btreitk-- 
Ivnedoa Qf Prinee Henry with Fn^erio— The AOtlfltns ItM tM 
8)eg« Hi NelMw— Dwfn beelegM Dreedeii-4:Sirti|Milg* of PMIMF»- 
^9mA-^Tnmf MmMb Fruos and A«Mrt»-TI« Snwdee ttiig 
mmM In PMnenyii*— Plinoe Ifeary eaten Btrimala dtarinf tte 
WiiKei^ Freparattenafbr tile Ctoi^gn of 17BK 

^mcuc; almost immisdniteljr afl«r Uw Wetory cC 
Zoradorf, mavehed rapidly toWardiB fSitxPUffto ilMiit 
his brother, Prince Henry, who wt» tmrtffAg IM tli9 
contest under overwhelmitig dfsikdvaMaMfit.* Tbe 
Prince of Deux-Ponts, who connmandel tftn ttmjr 
of the empire, assisted by a body of AttMMii frdop«» 
had obliged that pnn6e to retreat td the »efgllbo«i. 
hood of Dresden. At ^his moment Daiih ai^ri^red in 
Lusatia, and, having detached Laudon ag^ftiiMil tlfe 
King of Prasisia, advanced himself to (bii(» a jttiltf- 
tiott with the Prince of Deux-Ptonts. The latter had 
allowed himself to be occupied with th« siegw of 
Sonnensftein near Pirna, which M took on tl^ Mh 
of September; but which caused him to loee l&to 
most favourable moment foi: attacikfng' the Pttith 
sians*f Even after the arrival of Baun^ the two 
l^eneraU employed themselves in visits fmd confei^ 
ences which led to no usefot purpose $ till set tengfth 
Dann, hearing of the^ approach of the Kin^ of Pnissittt 
separated again from the army of the etHt>fre, and 
marched to the assistance of Laudon. As soon As 
he had joined him, their united army eneamped near 
Weissemberg, with a view of preventing Frederio 

* CMnpagnea de Fredsrle H^ par 9tr. A W. 
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from encenng Silesia, and disturbing the sieges of 
Neisse and Cosel, which were prosecuting by two . 
Austrian generals.* 

Frederic, however, continued to adrance; and 
after various mancBuvres, of which the object was to 
continuehis march in spite of the opposition of Daun 
and Laudon, on the 10th of October took up his po- 
sition near the village of Hochkirchen. The pre- 
vious successes of Frederic wifti greatly inferior 
numbers had made him over-confident/^ and this 
feeling was increased hy his conviction of the ex- 
cessive caution and want of boldness of his enemy 
Daun. The consequence was a degree of rashness 
in his own conduct upQH the present occasion which 
might have proved fatal to him ; and did, as it was, 
entail a very sc^vere punishment on his'presumption^ 
In the persuasion that Daun would never have the 
courage to disturb him, he posted his army too near 
that of the Austrians ; and in a position in which the 
latter, who were' possessed of the i^rooded heights 
under which the i^russiau right win? was placed, 
would have no difficulty in attacking him suddenly, 
and when he was unprepared for them. 

When he was about to occupy this disadvan- 
tageous post. Marshal Keith, who was with him, 
remonstrated against the step, and said, *« If the 
enemies leave us quiet here they deserve to be 
hanged.** — "RestJissured,'' answered the king, with 
confidence, •* they "will have a greater fear of us than 
of the gallows."! Frederic, hpwever, was aware of 
the dangerous nature of his position, and intended 
to ^ttit it as soon as he had obtained forage and pro- 
visions for his troops. He had fixed his departure 
for the night of the 14th and 15th. Had he arranged 
it for an eariier day, he would have saved the lives 
of many brave men, and, above aH, that of the no- 

* Mflller, TablMQ doc Gnerrts de Frederic 1e Gnmd. 
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feriwi&te Marshal Keith hims^^ In the MS. col- 
lection ci lettera of that genera], which have alread^ 
been extracted from, the last is one addressed to his 
brother Lord Marischal, written only the day before 
the {aM bttkte cyf Hochkirchen. As from this ehr- 
cumetance it possflfsses a peculiar interest, and m 
besides of ▼fitloe^ as giving^ a dear account of the 
■late of the caiDpaign, it is here inserted. 

tStb OctolMi^ 17Mi 

^ I leceiy^ two days ago two letters from my 
dearest brotiier; one of the lOtb, of Augiist, tlie 
other of ibe lOth of September. In one of them 
there was a letter for the king, whieh I deHv^r6d 
inunediately. You se^ by the newspapero that the 
Russians continue ad ways to claim lor themaelvet 
the victory in the late battle.* I wish themt witk 
an my heart, such another victory ; for you magr 
rest assured thai tbeir loss in that one was at lea«t 
25,000 men. t must, however, do them justiee; 
they fought very well, especi^y their infantryi 
which threw the king's left wing into the greatoat 
confusion^ and was the cause ths^ the victory was 
not more decisive. But if they, gained, Uie battle^ 
why have they profited^o little by it ! since, instead 
of advancinff, they have retreated behind Stargardi 
though the lung was obliged to return here with all 
the troops which had pajcbed with him. It wae» 
indeed, time that he should do tbis^ for Prince Henry 
began to be very much pressed by the two armiee 
of Daun and the Prince of Deux-Ponts. ^He is now 
in a better situation; for the kii^ ha& obliged Maiw 
shal Daun to quit his position of Stolpe, and, eonp 
se(|uently, his communication with the Elbe^ and to 
retire towards Zittau, where we hav^ pursued hiol 
step by step, but without ever having had an oppoe^ 
tumty of engaging a combat. He remains always 

' *0rZdRiteiC 
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among the mountain?, and encamps in places so in- 
accessible that it would be the greatest act of rash- 
ness to attack him. And it is only by secret marches 
that one can draw him out from his position. It 
was by a march of this kind that we turned his right 
flank, and thus oblige^ him to abandon his camp at 
Stolpe. iVbto the devil has sent him to the top of 
the hiU near Lobau, and we must try and eontrivd 
some means of drawing him out from thence, or he 
will stay there till the* snows drive him away. It is 
true that this would not be a peculiarly great evil; 
for we are now {^aced so that he cannot receive any 
thing from Saxony, and that he is obliged to bring 
all his provisions, &c;, Arom Bohemia, which is be- 
hind him. One sees clearly that his intention is not 
to give battle, but that he wants to live as long as 
he can at the expense of Saxony, and so save Bohe- 
mia for his winter-quaiters. On our side we wish 
to prevent his fbragingin Saxony, because we mean 
to winter there. Here you have the secret of the 
rest of this campaign, which, according to aU ap- 
pearance, cannot be long ; for it is already as cold 
as if we were in the month of December, on account 
of the nearness of the mountains, from whence, by- 
the-way, il is not possible to draw this tiresome man, 
in spite of all he must suffer there. For we see by 
the desertion that he must isuffer a great deal ; for 
in a single night we have had a hundred and fifty 
deserters come to us from his army, and not a day 
passes that there do not come thirty or forty. 
Make many complimentsirom me to the' dear chan- 
cellor. I am as anxious for peace as he can b^ ; for 
my healtlican no longer sustain the fatigues of war» 
especially in the way we are now obliged to make 
it against so many enemies, whom we are forced 
each campaign to run after from one end of Germany 
tothe^ther.*** 

« MS. CoRwpondeiioe ofFldd-inv^hal KflUk 
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On tlie night of the 13th and 14th oi October 
Dann determined upon attacking the Prussians. 
Wtththis intentionChe sent a detachment under Lau* 
don to fall upon their right wingywhichf as has been 
before stated, was commanded by a wooded height 
in the possession of the'Austrians.. Nothing was 
ever less expected than this attack, for Daun had 
contriyed to loll the Prussians into complete se- 
curity. He employed a part of his troops in cutting 
down trees, as if to fortify the position he occupied ; 
but his object in this was, by the noise thus made 
(the soldiers being also desired to sing loudly at 
their work), tb prevent the Prussians from hearing 
any thing of the approach of the detachment under 
the command of Laudon.* 

In order also to diminish the sound of their march, 
each dragoon carried a grenadier on' his horse be- 
hind him, who at' the . moment of the onset was to 
dismount tind join his comrades.! The design of 
Daun was also facilitated by a thick fog which hung 
over the heights. As the churdh clock of the village 
of Hochkircnen struck frre, Laudonledoahis troops 
to the attack, and before the dawn of day he was in 
possession of the Prussian batteries, and of the post 
of Hochkirchen. As soon as it was Mght, the in- 
fantry formed themselves in battle arr^y in the mid- 
dle of the Prussian camp. At the same time, the 
Duke of Aremberg, who commanded the rijght wing 
of Daunts army, profited by the confusion to attack 
with success the left wing of the King of Prussia. 
Frederic by degrees succeeded in rallying the in- 
fantry of his right wing, and drove the enemy from 
Hochkirchen; while his cavalry dislodged several 
times that of the Austrians, and made a great h^voc 
among their grenadiers. But in spite of the greatest 
display of valour, it was impossible for the Prussians 
ever entirely to get over the disaster^ of the night» 

* Arbbenbolz, HtoCoira de la Gumtb de 8epc Ana^ 

t Ouipacaes da FredMte IL, Soi iD Pniaw, pv ttr.4D W 
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and especially the loss of tbeir artillerjF. The in- 
fantry of Daim, supported as it was by a destructive 
ttPtillery and constant reinfoFoements of fresh tro<^ 
became at length irreeistible» After supporting 
eight successive onsets, the Prussians were obliged 
lo abandon the hope of retaking ^ir camp. The 
battle had lasted about five hours, wl^en Frederic 
withdrew his army and retired to Doberchutz, about 
half a league €mm the field of battle.* 

His retreat in good order in the fhce of the victo- 
rious enemy, and i^ith very little artillery to cover 
his troops, is held by military tacticians to have 
been a movement as masterly as it was successful. 
As the Prussian bag^ge and -camp had been taken 
possession of by the 'Austrians early in the day, the 
troops had nothing to cover them but the clothes 
they had en, and no tents to defend them from the 
rigorous jnciemeney of the weather. They had 
neither powder nor ball ; and had ihe^r been forced 
again to fight, they must, after the ancient manner, 
have singled out each his opf)OBent, and contended in 
tdose combat. But the position of the King of Prujs- 
l^a*8 new camp wae so well chosen, and his troops, 
though beaten, were so formidable, that Daun did 
not venture to risk a second attack ; though Fred- 
erick remained ten days in thfe same position, with- 
out fortifying himself. The loss of the Prussians in 
the battle of Hoehkirchen, in addition to their artil- 
lery (consisting of 101 cannons) and baggage, 
amounted to 5600 killed, wounded, and prisoners, uid 
thirty standards. That of the AustriaKis to 5800 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. Prince Francis of 
Brunswick had his head taken off by a cannon ball : 
Prince Maurice of Anhalt-Deseau was wounded and 
taken prisoner ; and most of the other generals were 
w<ounded.t 

* MOIIer, Tablmu des Goerres de Frederic to 0mn<L 
t Arohenbola, Biaioir«de to Qniuni»Mt^4m,-Wa»» TMa« 
-— ^ ItoC • 
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But t'ne gteaf lo8s of the day on the side of the 
Pnissians was that of the veteran Marshal Keith. 
It waa under his especial command that the Pros^ 
stans had so often retaken th^ village of Hochkir- 
e^en. During the whole action he always rallied his 
troops in person, and exposed himself to the hottest 
Bie.* At about eight o'clock he received a daneer- 
evtflF wonndy but refused to quit the field. At nnle. 
ai itoeond shot in his breast killed him. He felt 
apeechless into the amis of Tibay, xtn English tot- 
linteer, who had attended him during the Wbolef 
campaign. His body was afterward stripped by ttiff 
Austrian stragglers, and lay undistinguished among 
the slain. It had been carried with ttanr otheitt 
imo the Uttle cliufeh of the village of Hochkirchen, 
where it lay with^ a Croat's cloak over it. Mai^ad 
I>aun, accompanied by General Lacy and other ofl« 
eeiiB, happened to enter the church. Lacy aw- 
proaelied the body, and having removed the cltiyak, 
lie regarded it with great emotion, and then said, " ft 
IB my father's best friend, Keith.** The old' Marshal- 
Lacy and Keith had seiired together in the RSuisdatf 
»nny, and the younger Lacy had been a pupil of the 
latter; and he recognised the body from the scar of 
a dangerous wound on the thigh, which the marshal 
had received at the siege of OczaJcow. At the sight 
of his old master, a naked and deserted corpse. Lacy 
hurst into tears ; nor could Daun and the other per* 
sons present refrain from a similar display of feel- 
ing While they were thus contemplating all that 
remamed of this^distinguished warrior, a Croat made 
his appearance, dressed in the uniform, star, and rib- 
and of the marshal. Daun asked him how he came 
by these. '* I took them,'' answered he, \' from the ' 
fellow who lies yonder, whom I killed and stripped; 
and have given nim my cloak in return." Marshal 
Daun forthwith gave orders that the bo^y of Keith 

* 8inaU«tt*a HbMnr «r Bailaiid. 
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should be interred with mihtary honours ;* and he 
had the satisfaction, when the next day he received 
a letter from the Kin^ of Prussia, requesting him to 

give honourable burial to his deceased friend, of 
eihg able to answer that he had already performed 
that pious duty.f 

The king had been himself exposed to great danp 
jrers during the battle. He was slightly wounded 
in his own person,had a horse killed under him, and 
two of his pases close to him. At one moment he 
was enveloped by a party of the enemy in the village 
of Hochkirchen, and nearly taken prisoner ; but was 
deUvered by the valour of some hussars who ac- 
companied him.t 

The defeat of his army was not the only misfor- 
tune which befell the King of Prusisia upon the 14th 
of October, 1758 ; for on that very day expired his 
•favourite sister, the Margravine of Bareith, for whom 
lie had ever entertained the liveliest sentiments of 
affection. He thus alludes to the loss in his His- 
tory, of the W«j:— "The Margravine of Bareith 
was a princess of rare merit ; she possessed an un- 
derstanding cultivated and adorned with various 
sorts of knowledge, a genius fit for any thing, and a 
pecu£ar talent for all the arts and sciences. Hiese 
fortunate gifts of nature formed, however, the least 
part of her merits. The goodness of her heart, her 
generous and benevolent intentions^ the nobleness 
and elevation of her soul, the sweetness of her dis* 
position, caused a union in her of the brilliant ad- 
vantages of talent with a foundation of sohd virtue^ 
which never altered. She often experienced the in- 
gratitude of those she had overwhelmed with benefits 

* About the year 1776 a mohnment to the memory of Field-marshil 
Keith WBA erected in the ehnrch of Hochlcirchen by his relation Sir 
Robert Keith, rhen eavoy ftom England at the court of Vienna. 

t Wraxall'8 Memoirs of the Cwurts of Berlin, Dreadni, Wamw, aiuL 
Vtenna. 

X Towers*! MeoMlrs of ^ivderic m.— Arehentelx, HIstotre dt la 
GMrre de Sepc Ana. 
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and favours, bat there was never any instance of 
her having herself failed in a similar manner. The 
most tender, the most constant friendship united the 
king and his excellent sister. These bonds of affec- 
tion wer^ formed in their earliest infancy ; and the 
same education and the same sentiments nad drawn 
tiiem still closer ; while sL fidelity on both sides 
which was proof against every thing had rendered 
them indissoluble. The princess, whose health was 
feeble, was rendered so unhappy at the dangers 
which menaced her family, that her anxiety com- 
pleted the ruin of her health. A dropsy at length 
declared itself; the remedies of the physicians who 
attended her could not save her ; but she died on 
the 14th of October, with a courage and a firmness 
of mind worthy of the most intrepid philosopher. 
This happened on the same day oH which the king 
was l>eaten at Hochkircheii by the Aus^ans. The 
Romans would not have failed to attribute a fatality 
to this day, on account of the two blows which fell 
upon the king at the same moment."* 

Frederic's letter to Voltaire ^pon the occasion is 
a touching one : — *^ It will have been easy for you 
to conceive my grief, when you reflect upon the 
loss I hfave had. There are some misfortunes 
which are reparable by constancy and coiirage ; but 
th.ere are others agaiQst which all the firmness with 
which one can arm one's self, and all the reasonings 
of philosophers, are only vain and useless attempts 
at consolation. Of the latter kind is the one with 
which my unhappy fate overwhelms me, at a mo- 
ment the mo^t embarrassing and the most anxious 
of my whole life. I have not been ill, as you heard ; 
my only complaints are colics, sometimes hemor- 
rhoidal and sometimes nephritic. If it had depended 
upon me, I would willingly have devoted myself to 
that death which those maladies soon^ or later 

* BlMoin dek Guerre de Sept Am, par FMertelL 
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Vring apon one, in order to .save and prolong the lilii 
of her who$e eyes are now closed. I beseech you 
never to forget her, and collect all your powers to 
laise a monument to her honour* You need only 
do her justice ; and without in any way abandoninff 
the truth, she will afford you an ample and beautifiu 
fiutti^^^^* I ^^s^ you more repose and happiness than 
jTsiJls to my lot-^-^FRspKRic."* In consequence of 
the wish expressed in this letter, and repeated in 
pome subsequent ones, Voltaire consecrated an ode 
tp the naemory of the princess. 

Tba defeat ot Hochkirchen was undoubtedly a 
g^^t cal4inity to Frederic; but, at ^ events, it 
prpyed satisfactorily two things which in their con* 
sequences must have somewhat counterbalanced tlw 
loj^ses of the day* First, it convinced the world o€ 
i)ie Ta^t advantages of the Prussian discipline. Here 
iras an array surprised by night in a fog, and eiif 
^pf^^ on ^ §pot oommanded by that occi^iied by 
l^ir assai)aot9« Nothing hut the adrjdirahle perfeO'* 
tion of the Prussijan disci^ine, whieh added cooloeffl 
(o comra^ in the hour of the gieatest difficiUty, 
fSQUld bav^ prevented their whole army from being 
isut to pieces before they were able to form then»^ 
{lelves into evei^ an attituds of resistance. Secpndlyi 
U showed to the whole of Europe that the militanr 
t^euts of the King of Prussia were ae great in %if 
versity a% jn prosperity 5 that he knew as well how to 
perform the most scientific mltitai^ evolutions In the 
Tuidst pf liQ unexpected andunpropitious eQgagemei||» 
spd how to conduct ^ successful reti^at in the ^m 
pf a victerib^s enemy,as to ipueh with valour, iu ^ 
full expectation of victory, opoii a hostile armyt 

The news of the victory of HqcldiLMrohen was re* 
eeived with transports of joy by the court of Vienna 1 
jmd its having happened on the day of St. Theresa^ 
(he fdte of the empr^s-queeo, wae looked upon ne 
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a good omen by the bigoted Catholics. The nope,* 
who appears to have thoiight that the King or Proa- 
8ia would be crushed by the disaster, in the true 
spirit of the court of Rome, came forward to show 
his attachment to the victorious side, lie sent a laud* 
atory letter to Marshal Daun, together with a sword 
and hat, both blessed by himself. Frederic from 
this time was accustomed in his correspondence to 
esdl Dauh, in derision, ** the blessed general,*' and 
* the man with the papal cap^^f 

While Frederic waS encamped near Doberchultz, 
his brother, Pnnce Henry, joined him with a rein- 
forcement of 6000 men.{ As ^oon as the king saw 
that Daun, instead of attacking him and endeayour* 
ing to profit by his victory, remained inactive, he 
said to his brother, " Dutfn has thrown up his cards ; 
so the game is not yet lost. Let us repose ourselves 
for some dsHys, and then go to the assistance of 
Neisse." Accordingly, on: the night of the S4th and 
25th of October, the Prussians marched round the 
right wing of Daunts army without beinp discovered, 
and so advailced towards Neisse. litis movement 
obliged the Austrian general Harsch to raise the 
siege of that place, and General DeviUe that of 
Cosel.^ 

Daun, meanwhile, had been so confident of the 
impossibility that existed for the King of Prussia to 
escape him, that he wrote thus to General Harsch 
•* Go on quietly with your siege. I have the* king 
within my grasp. He is cut off from Silesia, ex- 
cept by attacking me ; and if he does that, I hope 
to give you a good account 'of what happens.'*! 

There is an anecdote related of the wife of the 

* Clement XHL (ReszoH(eo). He had raeeeeded thla year to Benediel 
ZIV. (Lunbentoi), one oftbe beet in the wbole eerieeor BoniAO pontiflb. 

t Eseai eur la Vie et le Reg ae ide Frederic Is Orand, par TAbbi 
Denina. 

t Mailer, Tableau dee Gnerrea de Frederie le Orand. 

JArehenboU, Hiatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana. 
Hlatolre de la Gaerre de Sept Ane« par Frederltf H. 
K3 
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ffOvemor of Nei$se« Madame de Treakow, which ia so 
highly honoural4o to her that ii ought not to be omit- 
ted* ArchenholZy who telle it, says he received it from 
the Baron d'£iohberg,the Austrian O0icer who him- 
self gave oocasion to it. Madame de Treskow was 
living on her husband's small estate near Neisse, when 
Eiohberg was aent to her to offer her and her husband 
any advantages which the court of Vienna could be<* 
stow upon ihemt if Treskow would give up Neisse 
to the imperial troops. Treskow had been. lately a 
prisoner of war kt Vienna, where both he and nia 
wife had yeceived many civilities and kindnesses- 
from the empress, the recital of \Vhkh was made 
use of by Eiehbefg as a means of opening the nego« 
tiation, as well as an earnest of future favoiu-s. Very 
difibient, however, was the reception of the pro- 
posal from that whieh the Austrian emissary had 
no|»ed for. The idea of encouraging her husband 
thus to betray his country excited m Madame de 
Treskow the liveliest indignation : ** Is it possible,** 
reified she, " that sueh a proposition should have 
been made t^m^f^ In vain did the officer attempt 
' to calm her* 80 great was her horror of those who 
could have imagined such a scheme, that she re- 
solved not to remain longer among them, but to go 
aad share the dangers of the siege with her hnsbaml. 
When she abandoned her house and estate, where 
she had previously intended to have remained, she 
sud to Biehberg, ** We are poor^ and this is all we 
possess; ForoM by my regard for honour and 
patriotism, I leave it in your hahds ; if you choose 
to take your revenge, you can.** The officer, moved 
even to tears at her noble devotion, implored her to 
change her resolution, but in vain : she set off for 
the fortress the same night ; and all that Eichberg 
cbuld obtain-from her was the permission to accom« 
pany her, and see her safe through the Austrian 
army, and to the gate of Neisse,* 

-* AisMM% m«olre 4e la Gocm d« Bapt Aak 
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Thus did the advantagea wbieh might have faaeo 
expected to result to the Austrians from the action, 
at Hochkirchen end in the triumph* of their enemiesa 
through the boMnees and skill of the King of Prua* 
aia, and the too great cirqumspection and want of 
enterprise of Dauo^ It is tme^ the latter coromandery 
as soon as he discovered that the Prussians had es* 
caped him, sent General LaudoA with a strong de^ 
tachment to harass their march. But aUhouj^ Lan- 
don showed great dexterity in this service, and wan 
enabled to throw many difficulties in their way, ha 
neither succeeded in stopping them nor in prevent* 
ing their re^eving the besieged towns* These suc- 
oesses of the Prussians were fcrllowed by several 
smaller ones^ o)ytained by the G^ierals Golz and 
Werner over the enemies in Upper Silesia ; whoav 
they finally suceeedtf^ in driving out)Of that part of 
-the province.* ^ 

Marshal Daun had, meanwhile,, marched towards 
Dresden, and seized upon the s,tirong camp of Pima* 
which was occupied by General Fine)^ and a small 
detachment of Prussians, who were, however, un» 
aUe to make head against the. superior forces of the 
Austrians. Upon the approach of Daun to the Saxon 
capital, General Itzenplitz, who commanded the Prus- 
sian troops in the absence of Prince Henry, retirsd 
nnder'the cannon of the town^ On the 10th of No 
vember, Oaun attacked the suburbs, which Count 
Schmettau, the Prussian governor, was CQUipelled to 
burn. The children of the King of Poland were ia 
Dresden, and the fear of injuring them prevented 
Daun from urging his attacks as vigorously as he' 
would otherwise have done. This gave time to the 
King of Prussia to arrive from Silesia ; and upon his 
approach the Austrians retired, and took up their 
winter-quarters in Bohemia.} 

* Arebenholz« Histoira d« I« Ouem de Sept Ana. 
t Hiirtoira d« J« Gnerra 4« Sept Am, p«r Frad«ric U. 
i HOUer.TatelcftU dc« Qmn* ^ Fraderic le Grand. 
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When Daun commenced the siege of Dresden, he 
had sent the army of the circles against Torgau and 
Leipsic. The detachment intended against the for-' 
mer was commanded by the Prince of Deux-Ponts;* 
that 'against the latter by the Marshal Haddick. 
(Jeneral Wedel, who had driven the Swedes out of 
the March of Brandenburgh, marched against Had* 
dick, and obliged him to raise the siege of Torgau ; 
while Count Dohna, who arrived from Pomerania, 
having united his troops to those of Wedel, beat 
Haddick near Eulenbourg, and then drove the Prince 
of Deux-Ponts away from Leipsic. 

Thus, at the close of the campaign, the Prussians, 
i» spite of their overwhelming disaster at Hoch* 
kirchen, were enabled to Compel their enemies to 
abandon the siegies of Colberg^ Cosel, Neisse, Dres* 
den, Torgau, and Leipsic* They even evacuated 
also the fortress of Sonnenstein, which they had 
taken. And the Prussians^ thus still found them- 
selves masters of Silesia, Saxony, and Pdmeraniaf 
aH of which provinces had, however, been much 
laid waste. Prince Henry again took the command 
of the army in Saxony, and the king returned to 
Breslau.f 

It is necessarvi before concluding the account of the 
military operations of this year^to cast a rapid glance 
at the latter part of the campaign of Prince Perdi-. 
nand of Brunswick. That general, after driving the 
French army, commanded by the Count of Clermont, 
out of Germany, as has been before related, himself 
passed the Rhme early in the nionth of June, at a 
place called Emmerich ; and, continuing to advance, 
came up with the enemies on the 23d of the same 
month, near Crevelt, ^where he obtained a complete 
victory over them. 'This was followed by some 
other partial successes: by the taking of Rure- 
monde by the hereditary Prince of Brunswick, who 

* Orlmoard, Tableau de la Vie et da Regn^ de n«derie le Grand, 
f MdUer, Tableau dea Goerrea de Frederic le Grand. 
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OTen pndied his detachmenU iis far as the gates of 
Brussels, and by that of Dusseldorf. Wesel, where 
the French had a very numerous garrisoa, woiUd 
probably have fallen; but Prince Ferdinand was 
obliged to repass the Rhine, in consequence of the 
advantages>»btained by the Prince of Soubise, in 
Hesse, over the Prince of Ysenboorg* whom Prince 
Ferdinand had left there at the head of 7000 men.* 

On the 14th of August, Prince Ferdinand-effected 
his junction with IS^^OOO English auxiliaries, com* 
manded by the Duke of Marlborough.f The disor- 
ders incideAial to a camp attacked these troo[>s, and 
one of the first carried off by them was the duke. 
This was peouliarly uofortu^ate, as the command 
upon his death devc4ved up6n Lord George Back- 
Yille,! with whom Prin^ Ferdinand was not on good 
terms. The prince had gained comj^te possession 
of the Duke of Marlboroughi which, qonsuiering the 
respective taleiits of the two men, wa^ a most de- 
sirable circumstance. But the haughtiness and inv 
patienpe of control of Lord George had early caused 
a separation between him and the commander-in- 
chief; this, in his new position, became every day 
wider and more irreconcilable ; while the new second 
in command. Lord Grstnbv,^ added still more io tb^ 
ill-will and ill-humour o/ Lord George, by siding 

with Prince Ferdinand*! 

-\ ' 

* BMoira de la Gnerre d« Scpi Ana, par t^ederlc TI. 

t Cliailaa (Spanoer), aaeoud Duke of Martboroiiflif aao of Chariaa 
(Speooer). third Earl ofSanderlaud, by Anna CkuroliiU Ida wife, daoglh 
tar of John the great Duke of Marlborough. 

t Third aoa of Uonel (SaekviUa), flrat Duke of Doraet. He after- 
ward took the name of Qeauioo, and waa io 1782 created Vlaooont 
Saekville. DM 1785. 

^ John (Mannera) Marooia of Grahby, eldeet apn of John (MaAnera)^ 
third Dnke of Rutland . Tte hero of alehauae aifna, and the moat popular 
niUury commander who baa aa yet appeared in England. Hia teneroaltv, 
kind-heartednea8,angaging maQnera,and heroic bravery made him the Idol 
of the aoldiera and of the people. - He appeara to haTe been a man of no 
Ulent. Ho died 10th October, 1770. Lord Oranby'a popularity at tba 
time of hia gotaif to the war in Geraiany waa oo great that no leea than 
fii3 young offioera i^ueated to be allowed to aerve aa hia aida-da-eaiop 
npon that occaaion. 

i Maowira by Uoraoa Walpola, EarloTOrlbrd. 
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The French, who were now commanded by M. de 
Contades, in the plaice of the Count of Clermont, 
again recrossed the Rhine ; but the able dispositionaf 
of Prince Ferdinand prevented their efiecting any 
thing of consequence during the remsupder of the 
campaign. At the same time he succeeded in driving 
the Prince of Soubise out of the whole country of 
Hesse ; and the hereditary Prince of Brunswick took 
Marbourg, the only fortress in those parts remain- 
ing in the possession of the French, after a siege of 
a few days.* After the taking of this place, the 
allies, who were in possession of the whole of West- 
phalia and Lower Saxony, went into winter-quarters. 
At the conclusion of this glorious campaign, the King 
of England sent the King of Prussia ^his thanks for 
having lent him so good a general.'^f 

The year 1758 concluded with a new treaty, igned 
on the 30th of December,, between the court of Ver- 
sailles and that of Vienna, wliich w&s partly oc- 
casioned by a new one having been entered into be- 
tween England and Prtissia early in the same month,, 
by which the former power agreed to pay the latter a 
flirther subsidy of T67O/)0O/.t The French and Aus- 
trian treaty was the wotk of the new minister for 
foreign afia^rs in France, the Duke of Choiseul, who 
continued so long to be the-director of the counsels 
of that country, and in that capacity exhibited great 
want of skill and unbounded extravagance, fiernis 
had been disgraced for quarrelling with his benefac- 
tress Madame de Pompadour. Choiseul was a Lor- 
rainer by. birth: he had himself been ambassador 
from Prance to Vienna; and his father, M. de Stain- 
ville, had been ambassador from the emperor to Pa- 
riis. Under these circumstances it was not unnatu- 
ral that he should wish 16 strengthen the bonds of 
union between the two courts with which he was so 



* Histolre deU Guerre de Sepc Ane, per Frederic D* 
t Memoira by Horaoe Walpole, Earl of Orfbrd. 
i Toweri^ Memoira of Frederic UL 
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much connected. This treaty contained many arti« 
cles and stipulations, all to the advantage of the em- 
press-queen ; but its real object was the destruction 
of Frederic; which, indeed, was confessed in th^ 
preamble, where it was said,/* that nothing but the 
diminishing of the pernicious power of the King of 
Prussia could re-establish the tranquillity of Ger- 
many." In conformity with'the spirit of this treaty, 
the agents of France and Austria employed the win- 
ter in preaching through Europe a crusade against 
the Prussian monarch. With these views they were 
of course peculiarly active at Petersburg, in their 
attempts to keep alive the hatred of the Empress 
Elizabeth against the common foe.^ 

The winter, which, through the rest of Germany, 
put an end to military operations, had not the same 
effect in. Swedish Pomerania. The Prussian and 
Swedish generals continued fighting there during 
the months of January, and February; but the acU 
vantages gained were entirely on the side of the 
former. Count Dohna, who ha4 passed through 
Mecklenburg into the Uker March, drove Hamilton 
Me Swedish commander back to Stralsund with con- 
siderable loss. At the same time, General Canitz 
attacked the Swedish fortress of Anclam ; and Count 
Sparre, who commanded there, was obliged to capitu- 
late; and he and his garrison, consisting of above 
1200 men, were taken prisoners, of war. General 
Manteufel besieged Demmin and the fort of Pena- 
munde, and todk them both, with their garrisons. 
The senate of Sweden finally recalled the unsuccess- 
ful Hamilton, and r^plapedhim by General I^ntings- 
hausen.t 

It is said that the losses of the King of Prussia in 
the campaign of 1758 amounted to 30,000 men, while 
that of his enemies exceeded 100,000'. ^ What a dread- 
ful picture of war do these details give us ! especially 

Rlstoire de la Guerre de Sept Ans, par Frederic n 
MOitor, TftUeta dm Gwaw de Flrederie to Gnmd. 
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when we add to them the horrors and miseries SKiU 
fered by the inhabitants of the countries occupied or 
marched through by the different armies. Of these 
some idea may be formed from the barbarous order* 
given and executed by the French commanders. 
Among other despatches of a similar kind, the Mar' 
shal de Belle-Isle, then one of the principal French 
ministers, writes thus, on the 6lh Of October, to the 
Marshal de Contades :;— ** You must make a desert 
of Westphalia ; and with regard to the countries of 
Lippe and Paderbom, as these are very fertile prov- 
inces, you must take great care to destroy every 
thing in them without exception."* 

T^e campaignf we are sa)out to commence the 
relation of,, though perhaps the most disastrous in 
the whole history of Frederic, commenced under 
favourable auspices for the Prussians. A Polish 
prince, Sulkowsky, undertook, in the month of Feb- 
rusLiyt to levy troops and estaMish magazines for the 
Russians. The King of Prussia sent General Wober- 
snow ^ith 8000 men against him; who took the 

grihce prisoner, and destroyed his magazines, before 
is allies the Russians WQjre able to afford him any 
assistance. The Polish soldiers were compelled to 
enter the Prussian service, and the prince was sent 
prisoner to the fortress of Glogau.J 

In spite of the rigours of the season. Prince Henry 
plunged into Bohemia, crossed the rocky mountains) 
and passed the dangerous defiles of that ceruntrv ; 
and, wherever he came, dissipated the troops of the 
enemy. In March, another Prussian general, Knob- 
l^ch, who had been sent by Prince Henry into Thu- 
rmgia, seized upon the town ot Erfurt, and defeated 
a detachment of Austri^ns; while the General Lind* 
sfadt dislodged the Austrian general Campitelli, and 
destroyed many of the enemy^s magazines. Gene* 

• Arebenbols, Histoire de 1^ Gosrre de Sept Ant. 
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i8l Fouquei also repulsed Derille, who had made an 
irraption into Upper Silesia. In April, Prince Henry, 
who had assembled his army near Zwickau in Sax- 
ony, and the generals under him, obtained some con- 
siderabte advantages over the Austrians. General 
Hulsen surprised General Reinhard, and took him 
and 3000 men prisoners ; and General Auschersleben 
made an expedition to Saatz, where he destroyed 
the great Austrian magazines, and burnt 150 boats 
upon the Elbe.* 

Meanwhile, the King of Prussia had reassembled 
his army near Landshut ; and Daun took up an ad- 
vantageous position opposite to him, between Schatz- 
lar and Trautenau. In the month of May, General 
Finck de/eated, at Asch, a detachment under the 
command of Count Magnire; and Meineche and 
Kleist surprised the Baron de Riedesel nearHimmel- 
skron, and took him prisoner, with 2500 Austrian 
troops. They then laid Bamberg, Wurzbourg, and 
other imperial towns under cohtribution. Mecklen* 
burg was also invaded by the Prussian detach- 
ments, and Schwerin was taken by them. They 
levied heavy contribtttions upon the whole- country, 
in revenge for the hatred shown by the Duke of 
Mecklenburg to the Kinjg of Prussia; who, though 
so insignificant a sovereign, had entered with ardour 
into the league against him. 

Upon this occasion the Princess Charlotte of 
Mecklenburg-Strelitz, afterward Queen of Eng- 
land, wrote a feeling letter to the King of Prussia, 
describing the devastations caused' by his troops, of 
which she was herself an e](ewitne8s. Frederic 
was touched by this; and is supposed, in conse- 
quence, to have mentioned her, upon a 'subsequent 
occasion, with eulogy to the English govemiheht, 
when they were in search of a wife for the young 
George the l^ird.! Prince Henry obliged the army 

• Ai«lMnliol£,HlftMrad6ltOiMrrede8«|ytAaa. ^ Mi 
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of tlfe enrnine to retire from Nuremberg with coiK 
Biderable Iobb ; but the Au^triaiis, who menaced aa 
irruption into Saxony from B(^emia« compelled the 
prioce quickly to return to hie original prat, and to 
give up the pursuit of the troops of the circles.* 
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tawia Ike Fifteenttt. 

The Russians had assembled their army in Poland* 
and appeai'ed to intend invading the King of Prus^ 
sia's territories. Count Dohna therefore left a de« 
tachment under the command of General Kleist to 
make head against the Swedes jwhUe he himself^ 
collecting all the troops he could muster, whichf 
amounted to 38,000 men, marched ufainst 86^000 
Russians. By tha, happy choice of his positions^ 
and the judicious nature of his maErchea* he for some 
time kept the Russian multitude at bay, and at. a 
considerable distance from the Prussian frontiers* 
At length the want of provimons oblij^ed him to fs^ 
back into the interior' of the Prussian territories, 
which enabled Fermor, the Russian fi^eneraly to post 
his army at Babimost* near to Ziillichau, on the 
frontiers of Poland-f Shortly after this, Fermor was 
succeeded in the command of the Russian forces by 
Ileld-marshal the Count de Soltikof, but he remained. 
stiU with the army, and acted undet the orders of 

* MiUar, TableM dea Ooerrea de Frederic le Onnd. t iM 
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his fiuceessor; and Dohna, with whose contact the 
King of PrusBta was dissatisfied, resigned the con* 
^uct of the Prusaiaa army to General WedeL* 

Frederic, appalled by his losses, had determined 
during this campaign to remain, if possible, on the 
defefisivB. His army, therefore, did not move from 
Its position lisar Land^at.t Daun was son\e time 
before be discovered the intentions of his enemy ; 
and when he h^ discovered them, he lost six weeks 
in a correspondence with Ferinor, for the purpose 
of settling a combined plan of operations. At length 
they agreed that Daun should enter Lusatia ; that he 
should s^ a large reinforcement of cavalry to the 
Bnssians; and that he should hold the king in check 
while the Russians destroyed the army of General 
Wedek Daim placed his^camp near Marklissa, on 
a spot where the boundaries of Bohemia, Silesia, and 
Lusatia join* The King of Prussia planted himself 
opposite to him, near a village called Duringswor«> 
werk, and appointed General Fouquet to cover the 
narrow defile which leads to Laodshut. The Aus- 
trian general Deville attempted to penetrate into 
Sileisia by Friedland, but Fouquet placed himself in 
the passes of the mountsuns, and obliged him to re« 
treat with great loss* . 

These occurrences happened early in July, and 
the next event in, the campaign was the battle of Zul- 
licfaau, fought between Soltil^of and Wedel.t We- 
del took the command on the 22d of July* He was 
neither acqusunted with his own troops nor with those 
of the enemy, nor with the country in which he was 
to fight; in spite of whi<^h hindranpes to success, he 
bad received positive orders from the King of Prus- 
na to attack the Russians without, delay, and what- 
ever it might cost; supposing he could not, in any 
Other way, prevent their Junction with theur Austrian 

* Grimowrd, Tableaa de la Vto ec in lief m ie Fredwio )• 
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auxiliaries. tJnder these circumstances, and urged 
on by the commands of his sovereign, Wedel was 
obliged to venture.an engagement on the 33d of Jaly« 
the day after he had arrived at' the army.* Soltikof 
had turned the left wing of Wedel, and had advanced 
as far as Palzig, with a Tiew of meetmg General 
Laudon, who, at the head of 30,000 men, was march- 
ing to j6in him. Wedel, when he found that Solti-> 
kof had passed him, drew his troops out in order of 
battle along a marshy stream. His centre attempted 
to cross it by means of a narrow bridgCibutwas 
stopped by the well-directed fire of the Russians. 
He then directed his principal attack against the 
Russian right wing, hoping by that means to regain 
his communication with Crossen and Frankrorty 
which they bad cut off. General Manteufel, who 
led this attack, passed the rivulet, and threw the 
Russian right into confusion. But the rest of the 
Prussian line, from the fault of their position, were 
not able to support or to continue the brilliant onset 
of Mantenfel. The Russian artillery oi^asioned a 
great carnage in their ranks, and General Wobersnow 
was killed, and Manteufel dangerously wounded. 
Towards evening the Prussians were obliged to re- 
treat to Moksau, but without being pursued. Their 
loss had amounted to 4700 killed and wounded ; and 
they lost, besides, fifteen cannons and six standards. 
The killed and wounded of the Russians amounted 
to 500ft men. On the 25th the Prussians passed tibe 
Oder near Schicherzig; Soltikof marched along the 
right side of the river to Frankfort; and .Wedel on 
the other side, to observe his motions^ to Muhlrose.t 
Shortly after the battle of Zulhchau, Laudon ef- 
fected his junction with Soltikof at -Frankfort <m 
the Oder. He had left General Haddick with 19,000 
men at Guben, while he himself pushed forward with 
18*000, consisting principally of cavalry •! Inune- 

* Arehtnliolt. HiMoire de la Guerre de Sept Ane. 
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diately after the Junction the united army of the Rus- 
sians and Austcians placed themselves in an in- 
trenehed camp on the right bank of tiie Oder, near 
Kunersdorf.* 

As soon as the.dipasirous news of the defeat of 
ZuUichau had reached the King of Prussia, he de« 
termined upon immediately himself heading the 
army which he destined to act against the Russians. 
With this intention, be sent for his brother Prince 
Henry, and confiding to him the command of the 
force which was obsierring Marsha) Daun, he him- 
self, having collected all the troops he could spare 
from other services, proceeded to join the army of 
Wedel* la his march,, be fell upon the rear-guard 
of Haddick'is detachment, near Guben, and took 2000 
prisoners* .During the^ night of the 10th and 11th 
of August he passed the Oder at Reitwent, and en- 
camped near Bisehoff(J^» His army, when united 
with that of Wedel, consisted of only 48,000 men ) 
while that of the Bttssians and Anstrians amounted 
to 96^000; who were, besides, defended by strong 
intrenchments*t None of these disadvantages, how- 
ever, intimidated Frederic, but he determined upon 
giving battle the next day. 

On the morning of the tdth of August, General 
Finck appeared with the right wing of the Prussian 
army on a. height which wai^ opposite to the left side 
of the Russian camp. This evolution was performed 
with a view of attntcting attention ; while, at the 
same time, the king made his infantry defile to the 
left, and form themselves in battle array in a wood; 
and l^e Prince of Wirtembeiv, who commanded the 
Prussian cavalry, having made a detour in order to 
furrive unearoectedly at his post, suddenly presented 
himself before the enemy's centre. The Prussian 
vanguard commenced the attack with fixed bayo- 
nets, under a dneadllul five of artillery; in spite of 

* Archenhols, Histoira de la GiMrre de Sepi Ans. 
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which they forced the Rnssisui intrenchments, iand 
entered them, followed by the king and the whole 
line of the army. At this inoment the victory seemed 
almost decided in favour of the Prassians, as the 
Russian left wing wa» routed and obliged to retire 
through a deep ravine, behind the village of Kuners- 
dorf. The foremost Prussians, pursuing the enemy 
with too much ardour along the ravine, were stopped 
and driven back by the raking fire of the Rus- 
fdan cannonsr They were thrown back upon other 
advancing battalions, and in a short time the whole 
of this part of the Prussian army was in a stdte of 
complete disorder. From the nature of the groimdy 
the Prussians could never succeed in restoring or- 
der, or forming themselves aineW ; while the Russianis 
continued to extend their line, and to bring their 
artillery to bear upon them with a most destructive 
precision. General Seidlitz, in trying to rally the 
troops, and }ead them 09 again, was wounded; and 
a similar fate awaited ^the Prince of Wirtemberg. 
General Pujtkammer,iat the head of the light troops 
and hussars, made a d^perate charge, and was killed 
in the pnset. For six hours did the Prussians, with 
an incredible bravery, though in disorder, opposed 
to an enemy greatly superior to them in numbers, 
and mowed down in whole ranks by the fire of his 
artillery, keep their ground.* 

Frederic, who was obstinately bent upon wresting 
the victory from the Russians, led his troops severed 
times in person to the charge. Heiiad two horsei 
killed Under him, and his clothes were pierced with 
balls. The latter attacks, which seemed almost 
hopeless, he commanded, it is said, against the ad- 
vice of his principal generals. . At length, General 
Laudon finished tfie contest, by appearing with the 
Austrian cavalry, which had not suflered at ail, at 
the head of another ravine, and falling upon thB 

* EfnlfQrtoVleetteE0iiMdenr«dorieII. w I'AbM Itenina. 
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Pmasian righl wing. The confumon now became 
general among the infantry, who were obliged uni- 
versally to retreat; and from the nature of the ground, 
and the difficulty of extricating th^m^ives from the 
entrimces to the Russian intrenchments, the carnage 
was necessarily dreadful. The^kinv remained the 
last upon the field of battle. He CQlIectfed some dis- 
persed battalions, with the intention of arrestihg the 
pursuit of tlvB victorious allies, and, if possible, of 
saving his own artillery. But he was soon sur- 
rounded by their cavalry, smd had great difficulty in 
making his escape. Finally, the scattered remains 
of the Prassian army rallied themselves about a 
league from the fileld of battle, at Goriiz, from 
whence the next day they retired to Reitwent^* 

The King qf Prussia was much assisted in his re- 
treat by General Finck ; who had also so greatly 
distinguished himself in the engagement, in rallying 
the troop^ forming them again, repairing the disor- 
der, and leading them to the charge, that Frederic 
paid him the high compliment of telling him that 
^ he would become a second Turenne.*'t 

The battle of Frankfort or Kunersdorf, for it has 
been called by both nam^ was by far the most 
destructive ■ one to the Prussians of any they had 
yet endured. They lost 7584 killed, besides 11,119 
wounded ; among whom were almost all the generals 
and officers of distinction. They also lost the 
greater part of their artillery, including 100 cannons, 
which they had, in the. beginning of the contest, 
tsd^en from the enemy. The loss of the allies 
amounted to 3511 killed and 13,260 v^ounded. 

Among the killed on the Prussian side was Major 
Kleist, an eminent German poet. In one of his own 

rms he had predicted his fate, in a line which may 
thus transhited :— ^ And I also shall, perhaps, 
some day be called upon to die for my country.** 

* Memoiraf d« Oomie de Hordc^TDw«n'« Btanoln of Itodnte in 
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He W a pattailon against the enemy^ and aeised 

upon thr«« of their biitterie9. la this service his 
right hand was shattered hv a ball; tmoa which he 
grrasped bis sw<>rd in his l^uhand* aad again headed 
his troops ip their jattack upon a fovrth battery. 
Here he was agmp woundedt and fell. His soldiers 
took him up> aiid placed, him in a ditch, that he might 
be out of the dapgers of the m^I^e during the com* 
bat. Here he was found by the merciless Cossacks, 
who, though his wounds were bleeding profusely, 
had the ii^iumanity to strip him even of his shirts 
His miserable condition excited the pity of some 
Russian hussars, who threw over him as old cloak, 
and gave him ^ mopsel of bread and a half a florin. 
But anotbet horde of Cossacks arrived, who took 
from hiqfi what the charity of their companions had 
bestowed. He thus remained all night, naked and 
bleeding, 'fhe next day he was found, and coi^ 
veyed prisoner to Fr^fort, But suceotur came loo 
late. His wounds, which were not in themselves 
mortal, had bepome SQ by neglect, and from the 
muddy water in which they had been so long: im- 
mersedr He died a few. davs alter the battle, and 
was honoijrJibly buried by thfe Russians.* 

Soltikof, the. Russian general, is reported to have 
said, after this battle, in allusion to the losses his 
army had sustained, \* If I win such another victory 
as these last two,t I shall have to go alone, with my 
truuoheon in my hand, to Petersburgh, to convey 
the news of it.'* He also wrote to the empress, 
when sending the detail of the battle, "Your 
majesty mnst nojt be surprised at the greatness of 
iOur loss. It is the^ oustom of the King of Prussia 
to seU his defe,ats very deaur*'^ In the eaiiy part of 
the day it is ssid that Frederic, from the advjmtags 
gsined in forcing the Russian intrenbhments, was so 

* Archenholt, Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ans. 
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confident of the victbry being his ,own, tl)at he ac- 
tually wrote thus to the queen :-^" Madam, we have 
driven the Russians from their intrenchments ; in 
two hours expect to hear of a glorious victory." At 
the end of the day, he was obliged to send her a note 
of a very different character : — •* Remove from Berlin 
with the royal family. Let the archives be carried 
to Potsdam. The town may make conditions with 
the enemy."* 

The fears of Frederic with regard to the fate of 
Berlin were not, however, upon the present occasion 
realized. The Russians, w^b were still afraid of 
turn, in spite of his defeat, remained quiet in their 
intrenchments ; and allowed him time to ensure the 
safety of his capita, to remount his artillery, and to 
collect a sufficient army to protect Brandenburgh ; 
at the same time detaching from it the General 
Wunsch, with a considerable body of men, who 
Inarched into Saxony.f General Wiinsch, who had 
remained with a small detachmeiit on the other side 
of the Oder, had taken Frahkfort wliile the battle 
was actually going on ; but when he found the issue 
of it, he was obliged to abandon his conquest, and 
to march to join the beaten army.l 

The news of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick^s 
victory over the French at Minden was brought 
to the King of Prussia at the moment of the battle 
of Kunersdorf. When he sent the prince's messen- 
ger back, he said to him, ** I am sorry that my 
answer to so agreeable a piece of news is not a more 
satisfactory one ; however, if in vour journey back, 
you find the passages open, and that Daun is not 
already at Berlin, and Contades at Magdeburg, you 
may assure Prince Ferdinand from me, that our loss 
win not prove a very important one."^ ' 

* TftwenCs Meimrir* of Frcderle HI. 
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Marshal Dairn* upon hearing of the battle of Kq- 
tiersdorff marched with the main body of his army 
to meet the Russians, who, on their side, advanced 
into Lusatia, in ojder to unite with him. To prevent 
this junction, Prince Henry marched from Durings* 
worwerk towards Sagan; and detached General 
Stutterhf im in the direction of Zittau and FriedlaiMit 
who destroyed the mag^izines of Daun. At the same 
time, the King of Prussia advanced as far as LubbeOy 
to meet his enemies. 

The army of the empir^, and various deiachmeitte 
of Austrian troops, had meanwhile taken ppssession 
of the greater part of Saxony. Leipsic, Torgau, 
'^and Wittemberg fell into their hands during the 
month of August $ and the surrender of these towns 
' was followed by that of Dresden. Frederic, in the 
hopes of saving the latter ci^, had sent General 
Wiinsch to its assistance, who joined to his own de- 
tachment the garrisons of Leipsic, Torgau, and Wife- 
temberg, retook the two latter places i^ his way, 
and then presented himself before Dresden. He^ 
however, arrived there too late. The Prussian comr 
mandant, General Schmettau, hatd capritulated exactly 
the day before.* Dresden had been invested by cer^ 
tain detachments of the Austrian army previously 
to the battle of Kunersdorf ; and to these had sinee 
been added the great body of the army of the cir» 
cies, commanded by the Prince of Deux^ponts* 
Schmettau had defended himself with great bravery, 
and had disregarded the various menaces which the 
besieging commanders had made use of to intimidate 
him ; but when he heard of the defeat of his master, 
and did not hear of the probable arrival of any suc- 
cours, he deemed it more advisable, to capitulate; 
and thus to save the treasure belonging to the King 
of Prussia, and amounting to 5,000,000 of crowns, 
rhich was deposited at Dresden. Tlie besiegerSt 

* MOOer, TablBini <Im GoeiTM de Frederic )e Grand. 
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11^0 ipvete Kwne of the appnyach of GeiientlWcinsch, 
tkough Schnaettau was not, wete too happy to obtain 
pessesBion of the place upon anV terms ; and thev 
tlievefofe a^eed to the demands of Schmettau, wliich 
werie, that he should be permitted to retire where he 
pleased with his ^rrison, their baggage, and the 
treasure* These stipulations were afterward ill kept 
by the conquering troops and their generals; who 
aeted^ in many instances^ with great cruelty to the 
Prussian garrison, pillaged their effects, and even 
fired Upon and killed some of them. At length 
Schmettatt suceeeded'in extricating his troops from 
these ungenerous and unfaithful enemies.* 

General Wun&ch retired, and in his march at« 
tacked and defeated General St. Andr6, who, during^ 
his absenccrhad made an nnsdecessfnl attempt upoh 
Torgau. The action was the more glorious to 
Wiknch, as he had only 4000 mei^ with him, and St. 
Andr6 had 14,000. The consequence of this success 
was the recovery of Leipsic by Wftnsch, and t\\e 
taking the whole garrison, together with Prince Ho- 
henk>hie the governor, prisoners.t This occurred 
about the middle of September; and shortly after- 
ward Frederio detached General Finck to the assist* 
ance of Wiinsch. As soon as they were united 
they marched together to Meissen ; where, though 
f^ inferior in ntnnbers to their enemies, they on the 
8l8t of September gave battle to the combined forces 
of the empire and of Austria, and defeated them. 
The loss of the Prussians in this engagement 
amounted to 800 men ; and that of the allied troops 
to 2617. 

The want of provisions and the disposition of the 
Prussian forces had obliged Daun to relinquish his 
intention of effecting a junction with Soltikof ; and 
he had therefore retired to Budissin. tVhen, how- 
ever, he heard of the success of the Prussians near 

^ Afetaenbolx, RIsloife de la Gnerre de Sept Ann. 
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Meissen, he hastened towards Dresden, fearing that 
General Finck might intend to attack tbat city. 
Prince Henry, on the other hand, advanced to sup- 
port Finck, surprised the detachment of the Austrian 
General Vehla, near Hoerswerda, cut in pieces 600 
men, and took 1500 prisoners ; and then, taking his 
road by Torgau, met Finck near Strehlen. 

The intention of Soltikof and Laudon at this pe- 
riod of the campaign, namely, the commencement 
<^ October, was to make an irruption into Silesian 
But the able dispositions of the King of Prussia pre- 
Tented the success of this scheme. He first obliged 
them to pass the Oder, and succeeded at length in 
driving them back into Poland, assisted by the want 
of provisions, which existed to a great ei^tent in 
their army. The Russians remained on the frontier 
of Poland, and the Austrians, commanded by Lau- 
don, retired into their 0¥m dominions. Frederic 
was now attack-^d by so severe a fit of gout, that he 
was obliged to go and nurse himself at Glogau; 
while he sent General Hulsen with the greateif part 
of his army to reinforce, in Saxony, Prince Henry ; 
who now found himself opposed to the whole army 
of Daun, as well as to that of the empire.* 

The plan of Daun had been to blockade, if pos- 
sible, the Prussians in their camp, and to prevent 
them from communicating with the towns of Leipsic 
and Wittemberg, where were their magazines, in 
this, however, he had been foiled by ^he skill of 
Prince Henry ; several of his detacl^ihents had been 
oUiged to retire from their positions ; andone,com« 
matided by the Duke of Arember^, had been de- 
feated by Wiinsch, who took 1200 pnsoners. These 
disasters, together with the arrival of the reinforce- 
ment under Hulsen, which Was followed alter a 
short interval by that of the king in person, obliged 
the cautious Dauijn to retire into an impregnable 

• Hittoire de la Gderre de Sept Ailt, ptr FMoik If Milkf. 
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camp behind the great ravine of Planen; a position 
which also ensured the safety of Dresden.* Frederic 
sent out detachments to ruin the Austrian maga« 
2ines; but Daun remained immoveable^, having sent 
the array of the circles to Pima, and his own sick 
and superfluous baggage into Bohemia. These ar« 
rangements were considered by the king as. symp- 
toms of an intention on the part of Daun to retreat; 
and under this idea he sent Finck, on the 17th o{ 
November, at the head of 14,000 men, to Maxen, a 
position in the rear of Daun ; hoping by this move- 
ment, to which Prince Henry and Finick himself had 
vainly objected, to hasten the retreat of Daun into 
Bohemia.t ' / 

By this rash evolution Finck was quite separated 
from the main body of the Prussian army, and left 
exposed to the danger of beins obliged to resist, 
single-handed, any attack which uie Austrians might 
think properto make upon him. He was fully sen- 
sible of the danger he was in of being surrounded 
and overpowered ; and wrote to infoi'm the king of 
it, who answered him, ^ You know that 1 hate diffi- 
culties; try and advance as well as you can*!*{ 
Finck upon this advanced to Maxen, and sent on a 
detachment of 3000 men, under General Linstadt, to 
seize upon the pass of Dippoldiswalde, in order that 
his communication with Freyberg mi^ht be kept 
open. But this disposition did not meet the appro- 
bation of Frederic ; who wrote to order him to with- 
draw the detachment from Dippoldiswalde, and to 
keep his whole force concentrated. Finck obeyed^, 
tod then wrote to the king, to explain the difficulties 
of his own situation, and to inform him of the posi- 
tion of the enemy. This letter and all the subse- 
quent ones, by which Finck and his master strove 

* Arelienliolt, HiHoirs dels Oiwrre de Se|»t Am. 
t MOllMT, T&bleau dm Gu«itm de Fradarie to Grand, 
t OuDpagiiM di IMnie n., pw M. dt W 
YoIhII*— tf ^ 
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to commimicatey were intercepted by the Aue- 
triane.* 

Dsuii, who was aware of the helpless condition 
of the Prussians, determined to pofit by it : a j)or« 
tion of his army was left to keep m check that^of the 
king, while with the rest he advaiided to Dippoldis- 
waidey to attack Finck in the rear. At the same 
time a body of Croats had orders to attack his left 
flank ; the army of the empire, marching from Pima» 
was to fall on his right; and the detachment com* 
manded by Geneml Brentano to oceopy him in front. 
On the 90th of November these simultaneous at* 
tacks upon the small but heroic band of Finek took 
effect. The Prussians defended themselves with 
the greatest bravery ; but as they were themselves 
pliBLced in a v^ey, the heights surrounding which 
were entirely covered by the enemy's troops, their 
valour only occasioned a great carnage among them- 
selves, without affording them the slightest chance 
of escaping from tlieir perilous situation. The vil- 
lage of Maxen was burnt; the Prussian barricades 
and intrenchments w^re forced in all directions; 
while the Austrian cannons did tremendous execn* 
tion in their ranks. Thus was the contest cooh 
tinued till night put a stop to it. During the night 
General Finck took counsel with the other general 
officers who were with him. Two alternatives were 
proposed ; either to endeavour to cut their way 
through the< enemy, or to capitulate. The first 
seemed so utterly desperate, and without liopes of 
success, that the second was determined upon.f 

Accordiogl}r, on the 21st of November, Finck 
capitulated with the remains of his corps, and aM 
became prisoners of war to the Austrians. Of the. 
14/HX) men who had made the expedition with him 
only 3000 remained unwounded at the lime of the 
capitulation. None escaped, except a lew of the 

* ArebenbDlx, Htatolre de It G«em deSept Aim. 
T MOUer, Tableau de^ Gucms de FVedaiie 1« ^ 
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hassarSf who carried the nnwelcoine news to the 
King of Prussia. Frederic, in his history of this 
war, imputes great blame to General Finck end hks 
colleagues, on account. of this disastrous capitula- 
tion ; hut allowances must be made for the bitter 
feelings which could not fail to have b^ea excited 
in the bre^t of the Prussian monarch by this un- 
expected reverse of fortune. When at the peace 
General Finck was exchanged, the king had him, as 
well as his colleagues, Generals Rebentisch and 
Qersdorf, brought to trial for their conduct on this 
occasion* They were all, condemned to imprison- 
ment, and Finck and Ger^orf were turned out of 
the army. In spite of these senrerities, the opinion 
which the piiblic has formed of the catastrophe of 
Maxen is, that General Finck was more unfortunate 
. than culpable ; and that it yf^s his master who was 
principally to blame, for placing him in so difficult 
and dangerous a position^* 

The catastrophe of Maxen was followed by an« 
other reverse to the Prussian arms, which took 
place in the beginning of December. A Prussian 
detachment under the command of General Dierecke 
was posted at Meissen, on the right bank of the 
Elbe. He found it impossible to pass the driver, the 
bridge having been destroyed; while sikch vast 
masses of ice floated down the^ river tiiat he wte 
foiled in an attempt to cross it in boats. Daun, who 
was aware of his situation, sent a considerable 
corps commanded by General Beck; who attacked 
Dierecke, and took him and 1500 men prisoners. 
Some others who endeavoured to escape across the 
river were drowned.f 

Frederic no^ expected to be attacked by Daun, 
who advanced with his army to the Prussian lines; 
but his usual caution prevailed, and he retired again 
to his old camp of Pima, where he ^sposed hia 

* Areh«n))olz, Hiatoiro de la Guerre d« Sept Ana. 
t^CvniMfiMs da FIsMtarto n.. par M. d« W 
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troops in winter-quarters, and thus covered and pro- 
tected Dresden. At the same time the king placed 
himself at Freyberg. Here he was Joined by a re- 
inforcement of 13,000 men, commanded by the he- 
reditary Prince of Brunswick, who had been sent to 
his aid W Prince Ferdinand.* Both armies suffered 
greatly from the severity of the season. The win- 
ter was a colder one than had been known since the 
year 1709. Many soldiers were, in consequence, 
frozen to death, and those who survived endured the 
greatest miseries.! Frederic himself passed the 
winter in a wretched hovel in the village of Schlet- 
tau, where he was obliged to have a chimney made, 
there being none before.' He had so few clothes 
that he was compelled, upon one occasion, to lie in 
bed while his breeches were mended by the village 
tailor. His other comforts were proport^onably re- 
stricted*! 

The Swedes had obtained some advantages this 
year, in consequence of the necessity General Kleist 
had been under, afler the battle of KunersdoTf, of 
marching to the assistance of fh6 King of Prussia. 
No sooner had he qoitted Pomerania, than they 
attacked and took the fort of Penamunde ; while, by 
sea. General Karplan, having entered with his fleet 
the harbour of Stettin, had seized upon nine armed 
Prussian vessels which were at anchor there. Count 
Fersen also took the town of Wollin, and in it 600 

Srisoners. Alarmed at these successes. General 
lanteufei collected a certain number of the wounded 
and recovering soldiers who had been placed in Ber- 
lin and Stettin, and drove the Swedes back beyond 
the river Pene. In the month of January, 1760, he 
passed that river, repulsed the advanced posts Of the 
Swedes, cut 300 in pieces, took 200 prisoners, and 

* HiatoirB d»la GiMm da Bept An% par Fraderie n. 

t Towen^a ICemoin of Frederic IH.— Campognea de Frederic n., par 

t OMiqMffnai da Ftadarie U., pfr M. da W. 
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obUged the rest to retreat to Greifowalde. The bit- 
. temess of the cold put an end to this winter cam- 
paiga^ and' Manteufef retired into the town of An- 
clam; where, oi^ the 28th of January, he was sur- 
prised by the Swedes and taken prisoner. They 
were, howevert in their turn driven out by General 
Stutterheim.* \ 

The campaign of Prince Ferdinand of Brqnswick 
against the French, during this year, wan upon the 
whole a successful one ; though the first enterprise 
he attenH)ted did not partake of that character.! 
During the winter the Fr0nch had b^ome possessed 
of the great and important town of Frankfort; 
which enabled them at the same time to keep open 
their communication with the towns. on the Rlune 
and with Alsatia, and on the other with the Aus- 
trians and the army of the empire. Prince Ferdi- 
nand, anxious to drive them from thence, assembled 
his troops at Fulda in the m6nth of April; and, 
leaving a portion of them to guard the electorate of 
Hanoverr marched towards Frankfort at the head of 
30,000 men. By the way he seized upon several 
small detachments of the French troops, and at 
length approached the village of 6ergen. Here 1^ 
^found the enemies strongly posted ; butfConceiviog 
that they only consisted of a very few battalions, he 
immediately^ attacked tRem. He, however, soon 
found his mistake ; as it was the main body of the 
French army, commanded hy the Duke of Brdglio, 
who, till the arrival of the Marshal de Contades from 
Paris, acted as general-in-chief. After three or four 
desperate attacks upon their position, in one of 
which the Prince of Ysenbonrg was killed, Prince 
Ferdinand Was Obliged to draw off his troops, and 
to march towards the country of HesscJ 

Eariy in June, Contades arrived with reinforpe^ 



* Milller, Sastolra de la Gaerre de Bept Aim. 

t Histoire de la Gaerre de Sept An*, par Frederiell. 
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mentis, aiid having united them with the army of 
Broglio, the two generals were enabled, from their 
great superiority in numbers over the English and 
Hanoverian army, to advance into the heart of 
Westphalia, wliile Prince Ferdinand retired before 
them. In their progress the French generals took 
Munster, Minden, and Cassel; and it appeared al- 
most impossible to prevent their again obtaining 
possession of the King of England*s Hanoverian do- 
minions. Prince Ferainand, however, determined, 
for the sake of tryiog to avert this catastrophe, to 
risk a battle, though with greatly inferior forces. 
He, therefore, having collected all the troops he 
could from the various garrisons, on the 1st of Au- 
gust attacked the French army near Minden, and 
gained a complete victory. 

The victory Vould, however, have been still more 
signal, had the English cavalry done* their duty. 
They were led by Lord George Sackville, who, 
whether from jealousy of Prince Ferdinand, or of 
his second in command. Lord Granby,- with botli of 
whom he vfzs op bad terms, from cowardice, or, aig 
he himself said, from not understanding the prince's 
oriders, did not allow tiiejpa to advance until the battle 
was gained. The history of Lord George Sack- 
ville's conduct upon this occasion has been so much 
and so repeatedly canvassed;^ and all that followed 
from it is so well known, that it is unnecessary to 
dilate upon it here. In the battle of Minden, the 
army of Prince Ferdinand consisted of 35,000 men, 
that of the French of 7p,000.» 

On the same day with the battle of Minden, the 
hereditary Prince of Brunswick defieated, at Gohfeld* 
a French detachment commanded by the Duke of 
Brissac, and, pursuing him to the Weser, placed him- 
self in such a position as to cut off all access for the 
French army to the country of ^aldeck and Pader* 

* Memoiri^by Honoe Walpole, Burl of Oifbrd. 
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twrn. Hiey were therefore obliged to take the only 
road that lay open for them, namely, that by Cas* 
aeL* The victory obtained by Prince Ferdinand 
occasioned, in the course of the autumn, the towns 
of Minden,t Cassel, and Munster afpiin to fall into 
his hands; and before his troops retired into winter- 
quarters, the French had been compelled to evacuate 
almoi»t the whole of Westphalia. Thus, as the King 
of Prussia truly observes, "did Prince Ferdinand, by 
his valour and his talents, repair all the iniiustices 
which fortune had done him a^ the commencement 
of the campaign.**}; 

In the year 1758 we fiiuhd Voltaire neffotiatme 
betwe^i the Cardinal de Tencin and the iCing 6t 
Prussia upon the subject of peace, but with no very 
friendly intentions towards either. This year, he 
appears, though in a different way, to have acted 
still less honourably to that sovereign, by betray- 
ing his private correa|>ondence to the French gov- 
ernment ; and thus rendering any pacification 
more difficult than ever. His excuse, that the 
letters fi^om the King of Prilssia had already ap- 
parently been opened at the post-office, can hardlv 
foe accepted as u sufficient one for so gross a breach 
of confidence. 

But the circumstance had best be related in his 
own words: — ^** A little adventure, which happened 
about tbis time, appears to me as sin^lar as any 
that has occurred smce the existence m the world 
of kings and i)oets. Frederic, having passed some 
time in guarding the Ifrpntiers of Silesia in an im- 
pregnable camp, and having nothing to do, composed 
an ode against France, ^and against the king. He 

*Hi8toire d* la Guerre de Sept Ana, par Tredeife IL 

t It waa at MUiden that tba aeeret corniaimideiMe WTiiwn the minia- 

tevs at Pari* and the French general* w^s taken and pablisbed ; .and 

vniveraaixxliafn fell upon tbe former fbr tbe ceneral barbarity of their 

aeden, n fa the oondaet of ihe war, and llieur ropeaiad ii^unettona lo 
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sent tae^ in the beginning of May, 1759, 1» ode, 
Bigned Frederic, accompanied by an enonnons packet 
of proee and Tene. I open the pacliet, and I per- 
ceire tbal I am not the first person that had done 
so ; it was eyident that the seal iiad been broken 
during the journey. I was horror-stmck on reading 
in theode thfe Ibfibwing strophes >- 

<*OBallaiiftile«lTaliM^ 
Qgool! ee tont 1« cm giieii lw i ^ 



OovTvrtti tfinuberttiJi lavion ; 
Qni, Trato amam d« la gioUnB, 
AiRroolaiont poor la Tictolrfr - 
iM^danfeia. e»le u^paal ; 
Ja Tola leor ^ aaaemblafa . 
Anaai Tainam aa pillaga 
'^ '^^BteMleaMaSbaia. 



^Qael ! Totre AAleaioAarqiw 
Jaocc 49 la Fon^NKhMni 
Flairt par plaa d\uie nMrti|a» 
Daa o|H>rabres d« Ilnnoar, 
tol qoi, diteataoc loa ptrfna^^ 
Mm haaard mneia lea Hnaa * 

De aon empire aiu abota. 
Oal eadare parte en mdnat 
C^CilaAmaiNMiinMCfa 
CMI Mer 1* aait dea raia?* 

•* I trembled on seeii^ these verses, amoi^ which 
there are some good ones, or at least that would 
pass for snch^ I have, unfortunately, the merited 
reputation q( hafmg thus far corrected the poems 
of the King of Prussia. The packet has been opened 
by the way, the yerses will be known, the Kins of 
France wui thii± them written by me, and then here 
I am, guilty of hkfa-treasOn^ and, what is worse, in 
disgrace with Madame de Pompadour. In this per- 
plexity I begged the French resident at Geneva to 
come to me; 1 showed him the packet, and he 
i^greed with me, that the seal had been broken be- 
fore it came to me; and he was of opinion, that no 
other oomiM poidd be taken in an affhir which con- 
oemed my head than to send fhe packet to th* 
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prime-mmister, the Duke of Choiseul. Under any 
other circumstances I should not have taken such a 
%tep ; but in, this case I was dbliged, in order to pre- 
vent my ruin, to make known to the court the 
character and conduct of their enemy. I knew the 
Duke of Choiseul would not abuse my confidence ; 
but that he would content himself with persuadmg 
the King of France that the King of Prussia was ^ 
irreconcilable enemy, whom it was therefore neces- 
sary, if possible, to annihilate. The I)uke of Choi- 
seul did not, however, stop there : he is himself a 
man of talent, and writes verses, and has also friends 
who do: he determined to pay the King of Prussia 
in his own coin, and therefore sent me an ode against 
Frederic^ as bitter and as terrible as that of Frederic 
against us. The following are Specimens of it: — 

'^Oe n*bat jUm oet henreax gtai 
Qui dofl arts dani la Oennanie, 
Drvait allauier le flambeaa : 
Bpoox, fils, et fthn ooapable. 
Cast lai que aon pire ^nitabto 
Voolut Atoulibr au bereaau. 

'*Cependant e*aatlai dont Pandaee 
Dea near BflBiura at da diaa de Thn 
CraitriuDirleaauribatf, . ^ 
Lai qui ches Mara, eonmie aa Par nK M ii, 
fPa jamaia oocup^ de plaea 
Qo^ntTB Zone et Mftviaa.' 

. «^oia, nalgrl lagaide Romaiiie^ 
N^ron poureulvi aor U aedne . 
Par lea Bi6pria dea 16jftomf; 
Vols roppreaaeur de Byraeuae 
Sana ftnit pvoatitiiant aa rnnaa 
Aux inniltaa dea ^aciona,'**. 

^ The Duke of. Choiseul, in sending me this an 
swer, assured me that he should publish it if the 
King of Prussia published his ode; and that he was 
deteriTuned to fight Fredferic with the pen as well as 

♦ Thla abuaire production la by FalliMot, and liaa been pobUdwd wtn 
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with the sword. It only depended tmon me, if I had 
wished to amuse mysetf, to make the King of France 
and the King of Prussia carry on the war in verse, 
which would have been a new scene for the worlds 
I preferred giving myself another pleasure, that of 
being more pradent than Frederic I wrote to him, 
that his ode was beautiful, but that he had better not 
make it public ; that he had no need of this additional 
glory ; and that he ought not to close against him- 
self all avenues to a reconciliation with the King of 
France, to, incense him irremediably, and thus to 
ibrce him to straun every nerve for the purpose of 
taking vengeance upon him. I added, that my niece 
had burnt his ode, from fear lest it should be imputed 
to me. He believed me, and thanked me; not, 
though, without some reproaches for having burnt 
the best verses he had ever made. The Duk^ of 
Choiseul, on his side» kepi his word, and was dis- 
creef^ 



CHAPTER Yin. 

UnraeessBfU Negedatfoiw divine tte Wiaterr-lMBpMillons of the dif- 
ferent Powem-OonunMiceinent of the Campaign of 1760— Battle of 
Landshat^Frederle attacka Dfeadea, tat Mtiwta apoit the Approach 
of Dann— «l8ta taken by the A«Btriaii»>«Jlecapii«}alien of HBTeraea 
anatained hy the Pmaai^pv-Updon bariefca Bicalaa— Battle of 
Llognita— The Roaatana latira— Fmoeedinga of the Army ef the Cir- 
dea and of Um Swedaa<>TelUeheB aod Laey tain BcMia. 

Ths winter was passed, as usual, in negotiations 
which, as usual ateo, ended in no results. The Ex- 
King of Poland, Stanislas Leczinski, offered . the 
capital town of hig Duchy of Lorraine, Nancy, as 
the place for holding a congress to consider of mea 
sures for restoring peace to Europe. Frederic re 

^IttOMlrai pow fanlr iU Vte deMi de YollBiie^eeiito par lil-mlMt 
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ceired thi* (^«r at his head-auarters at Freyberg* 
and immediately wrote the following answer to 
Staniirias r— 

^ Sir and my brother, . 
** I receive yoar offer with the most lively grat!« 
tade, and ask ior nothing better than to accept of it. 
Any negotia^on carried on under the auspices of 
your majesty could not fail of having a happy result i 
but everybody has not such pacific dispositions as 
yonrself. The courts of Vienna and Petersburg 
have rejected* in a most unprecedented mazmer« the 
propositions which the King of Great Britain and 
myself have m ade to th^m. They will probably per« 
suade the king of France to take the same course, 
and to continue the war ; in which case these powers 
will be alone responsible for the Uood whicn their 
refusal will cause to be shed. If all princes, like 
your majesty, listened to the voice of humanity, of 
kindness, and of justice, the earth would soon cease 
to be the scene of devastation, war, and carnage 
which it at present is. 1 am, with sentiments of the 
greatest esteem and of the most sincere friendship, 
sir and my brother, 

*" Your Majesty*s faithful brother, 

> "FaXDBBlC.* 

. « Freybarg, 8tli Febtttuy, 1700.'' 

The enemies of Frederic, who were only anxious 
to get through the winter without making any real 
advances towards pacificationr objected upon frivo- 
lous grounds to Nancy as the place of meeting, and 
suggested, first Breda, then Leiosic, and tmally 
dropped the subject, andprepared themselves for 
the ensuing campaign. The Kings of England and 
Prussia offered peace to the Empress of Russia ; 
but that sovereign's vindictive feelings against the 
latter were now heightened by the circumstance 

* iockoiriMfi. Hfaaain de la Gvoii* de 8c^ Am 
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that her favourite lover was at ^presen bo d to the 
court of Vienna.* 

France was the only power that seemed at all in- 
clined to peace. She snowed at one moment a dis- 
position to make a separate peace with England; 
but thic^ disposition, after a good deal of obscure ne- 
gotiation, came to nothing. The plan of the allied 
enemies of Prus»a for the campaign was as follows : 
Soltikof and Laudon, at the head of the great Rus- 
sia and Austrian armies, were to conquer Silesia; 
while Daun and the Duke of Deux-Ponts with the 
Austro-imperial troops were to cover Dresden, over- 
run Saxony, and invade the Electoral March of 
Brandenburgh. In these enterprises they were to 
be assisted by detached corps of Wirtembergers, 
Swedes, and Russians ; the first commanded by their 
own duke, the second by General Erenschwerd, and 
the last by the Count de Tottleben. On the other 
hand, Frederic laboured hard to complete his armies ; 
and when he had done so, sent back the auxiliaries 
he had received towards the conclusion of the last 
year from Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick.f The 
allies, -who thought they should at length subdue 
Frederic, from the impossibility of his getting a sitf- 
ficient number of recruits to replace those who had 
perished in the war, had come to the determination 
of not making anyexchange of prisoners with him. 
But the activity of Frederic supplied all these de- 
ficiencies: persuasions, money, and force were 
equally employed, ^nd with great success, to oblige 
the Saxons to enrol themselves in his army ; while 
the Prussian recruiting agents were perpetually ex- 
erting themselves all over Germany for the same 
object. The expenses of these proceedings were 
also pidncipally defrayed by the contributions levied 
on the fmhappy Saxons.^ 

* RiflColre.de la dnerre de Sept Ane, per Frederic S. 
t M fUIer, TaUeaa dee Ouerree de Frederic le OmriL 
I ArelMiilMii, Htoioire de la G«Re de Sep! Am. 
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The campaign of 1760 tiid not commeno^ with 
any decisive eveat. Tottleben* surprised ai>d tooX 
prisoner, at Schwedt, Prince Eugene of Wirternbergi 
who' was there recovering from the wounds he haa 
received at the battle of Kunersdorf. Daiin, posted 
oh the left bank of the Elbe, and Count Lacy* on the 
right, covered Dresden. The King of Prussia ep* 
camped )u8 army ^biet ween Meissen «nd tNottieo^; 
while that commanded by Prince Heni^yof Pruss^ 
having assembled near Sagan, advanced: s|gain«t this 
ilussians as fai; as Landsberg. The (Inst ol^jeet of 
Frederic was. to attack Lacy, and with this view:)i^ 
passed the Elbe at Jehr^n; but Laey upon hi^'sap- 
proach retired under the walls of Dresdenif 

While these evolutions were taHing rplaee m 
Saxony, affairs were asBuming a more ii^avoHcabte 
aspect to the Prussian %tm9 in Silesia. A detach* 
ment of Austrians had commenced tjhe siegi^:Qf 
Glatz; and Laudon had already made ^ttempt<9,>«¥(fc- 
successful ones it; is true, against the fortressoSiOf 
Neisse and Schweidnitz. The Prussian Qi^ne^ 
Fouquet had placed himself with a. small force m^ 
intrenched camp near Landshut, witti sniintcHOtiQU 
of obstructing the siege of Glatz. X^udon» ifindillg 
his position there exceedingly inconvenient toj]i]3 
plans, determined to drive him fropaih, Qe theijei- 
fore, on the <23d of June, attacked the Pnissi^ iv^ 
trenchments; and as his. forces were m^^ tUtajben 
times as numerous as those under the connpand (^ 
Pouqpet, he was enabled completely to suirroupd 
Mm, and to attack him on all sides at once. Th^ 
i^russians fought with the greatest bravery forsev^ 

* Joseph Fnneifl Maurice Coont de Lacy, or Laacy, ynm the son of 
Count Peier de Laejt an Irishman, bom in the eonnty oTLimeriok, who 
frrat aenred in tbeJreneb iinnieawith distinction, and tbsn aneoesaively 
In those of Austria, Polapd, and Rnssia. The younger lacy was born 
It PetsiW>arg, in 1735. In 17i4, he entered the Austrian senriee. He 
was a general of merit and ^snr, and no less remsHnble fbr his ad* 
mlnistratiTe talents in all military matters than fbr his abilitiss in tto 
fold. He died jatVienq$,90ttaNofember, 1801. - 

t BfflUer, Tableau de Goenes do Frederic 1« <9ntii4 

Vol. n.— N 
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hours, but were at length driven from their camp 
and obliged to retire as far as the river Bober, 
where, however, their further retreat was cut off by 
fresh detachments of the Austrian army, which had 
been stationed there. Fouquet, at the head of the 
cavalry, cut his way through the enemy's battalions. 
He himself was taken prisoner, bttt the greater part 
of the cavalry escaped, and joined General Ziethen, 
near Breslau. Almost the whole of the infantry 
was either killed qr taken prisoners. In this disas- 
trous affair the Prussians lost 8400 -men, forty can- 
nons, and thirty-two standards. The Austrians lost 
in killed and wounded rather less than 2900 men.* 

The defeat of Landshut was in no way attributable 
to any fault on the part of General Fouquet. On 
the contrary, he had done all that could be expected 
of an able general and a brave officer j;o avert the 
catastrdphe ; but the combat was between forces so 
uneaualin point of numbers that neither valour nor 
conauct could avail. Even Frederic, usually so se- 
yete in his^ remarks upon any of his generals who 
had been unsuccessful, says, in speaking of the battle 
of Landdhut, ^ Far from this disaster doing any 
prejudice to the reputation of the brave Fouquet, 
which had been so long and so solidly established, it 
only raised it, and rendered it more conspicuous, by 
fumisjiing an example of what valour and firmness 
can do against numt>ers, however superior they may 
bcf Fouquet was himself severely wounded dur- 
ing the engagement. The wound was in the head. 
He was lying stunned upon the ground, and an Aus- 
trian dragoon was preparing to repeiit the blow. 
His life was saved by the devotion of one of his 
grooms, who threw himself before him, and received 
upon his body all the wounds which were intended 
for his master. Fortunately, they were none of 
them mortal; and Fouquet had the satisfaction of 

* Mailer, Tableau des Guerres dd Frederic le Gtand. 
t fllstolrs de la Gaerre de a«« Ana, fMur Fre^nrio U. 
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being able to recompense this faithful seryant, and 
to assure to him a competent pension for the rest of 
his life.* 

The consequence of the battle of Landshut was 
the occupation of the town of that name by the 
Austrians. It was an unfprtified place, and, there- 
fore, could .offef no resistanee* It is, therefore, dtf* 
ficult to conceive what excuse Laudon could make 
to his own conscience for suffering his soldiers to 
pillage it. Such, however, was the case; and it is 
a stain which can never be effaced from the memory 
of that generaL The barbarities and outrages com- 
mitted by the Austrians at Landshut were dreadfiil. 
** Nothing was spared by them,** as'Frederic quaintly 
observes, '* but misery and ugliness.**! 

The King of Prussia determined, if possible, to 
draw Marshal Daun away from the neighbourhood 
of Dresden. He therefore affected to hasten to the 
relief of Glatz (which, as has been already men- 
tioned, was besieged by the Austrians), and marched 
with great rapidity into Silesia. Daun was com- 

getely deceived by this movement, and, having &rst 
(spatched Lacy afler the Prussians, he shortly 
afterward put his own army also in march toward 
Silesia. Frederic new returned with equal rapidity; 
obliged Lacy to retire to the other side of Dresden, 
and, finally, as far as Pima ; took possession of the 
suburbs of the town, blockaded the citadel, and 
summoned the governor, Maguire, to surrender. 

The latter refusing, the King of Prussia began to 
bombard the town on the 17th of July, hoping that 
the fears of the Austrians for the fate of the Saxon 
capital would induce them to capitulate. He had 
already, with the shells he had thrown into the 
town, burnt a considerable part of it and ruined 
several beautiful buildings, and the fears of the in- 
habitants were at the highest point, when the ap* 

* Arehenhols, HisCOiTe 4e ia Guerre de Sept Asm. 
t HlMolra de ia Onenede Sept Afii, par FWleiie O. 
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droacbof Marshal Daun changed the face of afTain^ 
¥^4eric had at length obtained hia heavy artillerjf*' 
from Magdeburg, and was preparing to batter the^ 
town,, previously to a general assanlt. But Daun 
hsHngcoolrived, on the night of the d^lstof Jufy, 
to throw sixteen battalions into the town, the Pms^ 
MSQCis the next day abandoned the siege, and retired^ 
to Kesstetsdorf.* These reverses were followed by^' 
the iall> of' Glatzv which surrendered to LaudonoiiJ 
the aellh of July. The town is divided into twafOr*^ • 
tiwniMV the upper and the lower. The fontteV' Wits^ 
idiom by aiteault by General Dreskowitzj upotP 
wfaicb t»e low^r one was surrendered by ColwM^ 
dH)y'aa'Itai»B«iAthePni6siali service, who was' tbte" 
governor.f D^ is supposed, in conjunction wiiii^ 
paH of < the garrison, td ' have betrayed > the plaice to 
tiie Anstrians^ Frederic observes upon Ity ^Ti&l^ 
disifraeeful event to the Prussian arms was the eoo^' 
sequencel of a •negotiation which Mi d# liaudon^lM^ 
been csorrying on fbr some time through XhevMtU^ 
of'tifc^ Jesttits;^ 

Anaitive histor iftn- of the war which w«f ar^ mw 
tre^tin^of makee the following judioiousT riimaskd^ 
upon the unhappy st^te of the Prussian aflhtrs^ alt^ 
this: jmieture: — ^** The * ill suceess of the siege- df* 
Brei^en was the last of those Unibrtunate events* 
whi^h for the space of a: year had continued to f^^ 
upon and almost pVerwh^m Frederic. As -the cam«' 
paign-of 1767 has no parallel in history for th^ bril*' 
liant successes Which filled it^ so there is ho instance 
of a monarch «fx^iiencin|:, in an equally short spa<M^ 
of timc^, such a series of misfortunes without beiilgi 
crushed by them. The battle- of Zullichau, lost td' 
the Pnismans in July, 1750, had opened this scencM 
of calamities; the terrible defeat of Kuiiersdotf' 

* Ghrimoaid, Tftbleaa de la Vie et da BegM^ de Preilerio le^miNL^' 
Temen^s Meinoire of Frederic m. 
t MaUer, TablMtt dea Oaerres de Frederic le Grand. 
t Hittoire da lAGattn«<de Sepc Aiw» par FMtalfi XL- 
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followed it ; and soon afterward Dresden was lost. 
Finck, with his. small army, was taken prisoner near 
Majcen; and the same fate had fallen upon Dierecke 
aft Meissen, together with a considerable part of the 
corps he commanded. The rigour of the winter, 
and the contagious disorders which were the con- 
sequence of it, the affair of Landshut^ the conquest 
of Glatz, and thenusing of the siege of Dresden 
gave the finishing stroke to all these Teverses and 
disasters."* 

The only person who appeared undaunted and 
undismayed by this iiost of misfortunes was the in- 
dividual upon whose head they fell virith the greatest 
weight, — ^namely, Frederic himself; whose great- 
ness of mind and transcendent talents never shone 
to so much advantage as when they were brought 
into action by the rigours of fortune.^ He prepared 
forthwith to march into Silesia ; where Laudon had 
no sooner got possession of Glat^ than he proceeded 
to attack Breslau. Soltikof, at the head of the . 
great Russian army, was also on his march to the 
same place, in the intention of taking up his position 
on the other side of the town from the Auptrians in 
order to cover the siege.f ■ 

The garrison of Breslau was at this time pecu- 
liarly fbeble ; and the fortifications .were weak, as 
well as difficult of defence, from the great size of 
the town. The commander, General Tauenzein, Had 
under him only 3000 men ; a portion of whom were 
invalids of the regiment of body-guards of Frederic, 
recoverii^ from the wounds they had received in 
various battles; and the rest were either deserters 
or foreigners who had been forced into the Prussian 
service : from the first, no great activity was to be 
expected ; from the last, neither zeal nor patriotism. 
In spite, however, of these various disadvantages, 
the brave Tauenzein resolved upon defending the.- 

* ArahenhdlK, Hiatoiro de la Guerre de Sept An*. 
t MuUflr, THUmo dw Guems de FradMrie leGftsd. 
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place. Laudon summoned him to 8iin«fider at' 
once, upon the grotmd '^that Breslau not beitigf s^ 
fortress, it would be contrary to the usagva of waf^ 
if he MroB td attem^it to defend it ; that the king Was:' 
on the otheir side of the Oder, and Prince HenrsF^ 
near the Wsffth ;^^hat the Russiane Wtmld arritne ioi. 
two difi^ys to'the ntitnber of Td^OOO men, and that h»f 
thoti|:ht' the" tl9»Wli^woald> prefer receiringr the Ajds>** 
tnaiAs to thcinf ;^ tlitetf he would leave t» the gartison: 
tl^e liberty of regulating the articles of the oapitulaH 
tibn : bat'thtft' if they reftised his offei« he should 
set^fire to^the place, by mean» o$ his fbrty-five mor^ 
tarb/" To thie Taueiizein repHed, ** thtft Bteslau was 
a for€ir«s8> and' that h« wonld resist the enemy apon- 
the nkmparts ei^en if afl the houses in the town 
were reduced' to ashes**^ The bomba^Kiment com^ 
menoed; but T^uenzein adopted such judicious 
measured that the AtistHaus" obtained no adyantages; 
At the same time^ with h»' heavy artiUery, he 
greatly annoyed the beaegere; firing bails even into 
the room oc#ttpied' by Laudon*^ - 

Hie then csfA^d mt officers of the regiment of 
guards together, and representing to them the statfr 
of the siege, and the catastrtNphe which might at any 
moment arrive of the town if not succoured in time 
being tbken br asmuitv hd proposed to them in that 
case to shut themselves up in one of the towers of 
the rampart, and tc> defend it to the last extremity.^ 
** Let^ns notj^'^^d he, "allow any one to say that 
he has been a witness of such an extraordiDaiy 
s|iectftcle as'the whole ipegiment of the body-guardir 
of the King of Piliifirslia being tlsiken^prisonersi^ The^ 
oMcersi inflamed, with a^ simitar aiddur to himselQ 
an a^ed eagei^ to hie piioposal^* Blit tMs gallant 
act^of self-deH^MHi waespared to them^f 

The a^ege had eommenced on the isT of August; 
aud ou' the 0th fhe approach of Piiniee Henry off 

«AnlMSlwll^lIMil»t4B4»€taMPmataiflA)Mk fJW. 
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Prttssia oUiged Landon to raise it# Shorty ho\rever»' 
as had been the titae it had lasted^ it bad d^nft much 
injury ta the town and to the ihhabitants;.* It was^ 
said afterward that the hMidsonuesti womany the^ 
handsomest man^ and the finest' bmkling in Breslau 
had been destroyed by the Austrians. The flrsti 
was a yonng lady^ of the name ofMuUer; the 
second a soldier in the guards^ who was greatly^ 
admired for hispersonal beantyi ahd the thiid was 
the palace of Prince Hhtsfeld.f Ihince Heniv of 
Prussia had marched with wonderM r&pldity from^ 
Landsberg, where he was posted, to the relief of^ 
Breslau. Upon his arrival Laudon retreated, and' 
the prince sent General Werner to pursue him. He; 
then himself passed through Breslau, and obliged' 
Soltikof to retire, 

Frederic, who had also heard of the siege of 
Breslau, was equally hastening to its assistance* 
He left Genersd Hulsen in Baxony to make head 
against the anyty of the empire, commanded by the" 
I^ince of Deur-Ponts, and marqhed with greats ' 
rapidity to the frontiers of Silesia^ In fire days he^ 
performed a march of twenty German miles, in the 
^course of which he had to pass the Rivers ^Ibe; 
'Spree, Queisse, and Boben of which the bridges < 
were bn>ken; and was obliged' to carry with him,* 
besides, a convoy of 2000 wagons. Daun, who- 
had takert- a shorter road^ was before the king; 
but the latter droi/« him from post to post as far as 
Buntzlau, and continued' to advance in spite of the 
efforts to arrest his progress of the separate detach<i*' 
ments commanded by Generals Riedesel, Lacy, and> 
Beck;- which, in foct, surrounded him4 

Silesia was now litendly inundated with hostile- 
armies. It^is o(»nputed that at this moment there 

* MtllTer, l^bleau des Gueires de Frederic le Grand. 

f AVthenbolti Hi«rouf«<k1»€aMfr&d9 Sept JaiB,^Tonfrtittfmmemeim 
of Frederic HI. 

X Mailer, Tableau dea Gnerrea de Frederic le Grrad.— Arefaenboli^ 
Wtloire de la OoertaidfiftMpt kOM, 
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were within the bounds of the province lOOfOOO Aus- 
trians, 76,000 Russians, and 80,000 Prussians. So 
fearful a disparity of numbers gave the King of 
Prussia ho chance of success, or even of escape 
from his unpitying foes, except by preventing 4heir 
junction, and combating with them separately. To 
accomplish this was no easy task; but the skill, the 
boldness, and the rapidity -of movement of Frederic 
effected it, and caused the battle of Liegnitz.* 

The Russians were discontented with the. circum^* 
spection of Daun. Soltikof thought Daun ought to 
have fought the Prussians in Saxony. *' iPor now,*' 
said he, **to pass the Oder, unite himself with 
Prince Henry, and then fall upon us with all his 
forces, will cost the King of Prussia only one of his 
usual forced marches." Thus urged, Daun resolved 
to risH a battle, and to attack the Prussians in their 
camp near Liegnitz. The attack was to be simul- 
taneous from four different points, and the Austrian 
commanders anticipated a result like that of Hooh* 
kirchen. Frederic, however, haying discovered their 
plan, determined to make it subservient to his own. 
He therefore, on the night of the 14th of August 
(the next morning being the time, fixed for the 
attack), abandoned his camp, at' the same time 
keeping up, by means of the neighbouring peasants, 
the fires in it. 

It is said that Frederic only discovered the exact 
plan of the Austrian attack on the very evening 
when he left his camp. He had retired to rest early, 
and was asleep, when ian ofiSicer arrived in breathless 
haste from the enemy's camp. He demanded of M. 
de Schulenbourg, who was attached to the king's 
staff, to see the king without delay. This was 
refused, both on account of his being in bed, and 
also from the officer's appearing to be inebriated. 
He, however, insisted, and at length Schulenl^ourg 

* ArcbenboUiHtitfllredelaGaenedefieptAiuk 
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thought it right to ittform Frederic of the circum- 
Btance; while means were taken to restore the 
e(tranger to some appearance of sobriety. The 
kin^ sent General Krusemarck to talk to him, when 
he informed him that the Prussian army was to be 
attacked the next morning from various t>oints at 
once, and explained the details of the plan. He 
turned out to be himself an Irish officer in the Aus- 
trian service, towards whotA an injustice had beeii; 
committed with regapd to his advancement, and' 
who, out of revenge, had taken this step. Frederic , 
wad convinced of the truth of his intelligence, and' 
immediately proceeded to act upon it.* 

He retired to the heights of Psaffendorf, from 
whence, early utthe mbming;t he descended upon 
the troops commanded by Laudon, which were ad- 
vancing to take a part in the general attack. Laudon 
thought he had to do with some detached parties of 
the Prussian army, but he was soon undeceived. 
His cavalry first, and then his infantry, was thrown 
into confusion ; and, the rout becoming general, he 
was obhged to retreat to Binowitz, the Prussians 
still pursuing him. The battle of Leignitz only 
lasted two hours, — from three in the morning till 
fiv^^ l4ie king had left Ziethen with a detachment 
to occupy the' rest of the Austrian force8.| At 
break of day, Daun, Lacy, and Beck, from their dif- 
ferent posts, marched against the Prussian camp,, 
which they discovered to be deserted ; and, at the 
same time, they found themselves prevented by the 
nature of' the ground from advancing to the assist- 
ance of Laudon. They were therefore obliged to 
remain on the defensive.' The loss of the Prussians 
in the battle of Leignitz amounted to only 1180 
killed and wounded; while that of the Austrian^ 
was 8500 killed and wounded ; two generals and- 



* Enal sor la Vie et •!• BegMtfHPVMwto n., fV llA9iM MDittt.* 
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5000 men caken prisoners ; eighty-two cannons, and 
twenty- three standards.* 

The Prussian victory deranged the plans of the 
confederates, saved Silesia, and prevented the junc- 
tion, of the Austrians and Russians. The king 
marched, the day of the battle, as far as Prachwitz, 
and the next day to Neumark, where he met the army 
of Prince Henry. The Russian army had been 
posted exactly m.the road \vhich the king ^vas 
obliged to take in order to effect this junction. 
Frederic did not wish to give them battle with his 
fatigued troops, and he therefore had recourse to a 
stratagem, to induce them to change their position. . 
He sent a letter addressed to his brother by a peas* 
ant, who was instructed to make the journey, so 
that he could not avoid falling into the hands of the 
Russian detachments. The letter contained these 
words : — " I have just completely beaten the whole 
Austrian army: before night I hope to send you 
word that I have beaten the Russians also, whom I 
am going forthwith to attiack." Every thing suc- 
ceeded to the king's desire ; the peasant was taken, 
the Russian commandel;s read the letter, and be- 
lieving in the total defeat of the great Austrian army, 
they retired with as little, delay as possible, and 
thus enabled the king without difficulty to join tlie 
prince.t - 

Soon after the battle of Liegnitz, Frederic wrote 
the following letter to his friend, the Marquis d'Ar- 
gens, who was-at Berlin. It is curious, as showing 
the just view he himself took of the state o^ his a£ 
fairs ; at the same time that his matchless spirit and 
courage enabled him still to bear up a^nst difficul- 
ties and disadvantages which would have over- 
whelmed any other man : — 

■ * Archenholz, Hlatoire de la Gnerrs de Sept Asm, 
t Histoire de la Guerre de Sept Ads, par Fredcrie IL— Baal HT ll 
TSa ot la R^gpa de Frederic U., par VJdm Danina. 
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** Hefimaidorf, near Breslta, 
" S7th August, 1700. 

" Formerly, my dear marquis, the affair of th^ 
15th would have decided the campaign ; but at pres- 
ent that action is only a scratch. A great battle 
mu^t determine our fate. We shall have one, as it 
appears, soon ; and then, if the event be favourable 
to us, we may rejoice in good earnest. I return 
you thanks, however, for the sincere interest you 
take in the advantage we have' obtained. It required 
many stratagems and much address to bring things 
to that point. Do not talk to me of danger: the 
last action only cost me a coat and a horse ; which 
is buying a victory very cheap. 

"1 have not received the letter you mention. 
We are in a manner blocked up, as far as regards 
correspondence, by the Russians on one side of the 
Oder, and the Austrians on the other. A small 
skirmish was even necessary to clear the way for 
Cocceji,* who, I hope, will be able to convey to you 
this letter. 

" I never in my iife was in a mote dangerous and 
embarrassing situation than during this campaign. 
Believe me, nothing less than a miracle is still neces- 
sary to enable me to overcome all the difficulties 
which I foresee. I do my duty as well as I can, 
when occasion offers; but remember always, my 
dear marquis, that I cannot command good fortune ; 
and that I am obliged in my plans to leave too much 
to chance, because I have not means enough to 
render them more certain. I have the labours of 
Hercules to perform, at an age too when my strength 
IS leaving me, when my infirmities increase, and, to 
speak the truth, when hope, the only consolation of 
tne unhappy, begins to desert me. You are not suf- 
ficiently acquainied with the circumstances of affairs 
to have a clear idea of the dangers which menace 

* Theiid-da^amp to wbom thii tottsr was iatnMled. 
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the state. I know them, but conceal them. I keep 
all my fears for myself, and only communicate to 
the public my hopes, or*the little |:ood news tliat I 
can acquaint them with. If the blow I now medi- 
tate succeeds, then, my dear marquis, will be the time 
to express our joy. fiut till then, do not let us flatter 
ourselves, lest unexpected bad news should too much 
deject as. 

** I lead here the life of a military monk. I hare 
much to think of about my affair^; and the rest of 
my time I give to literature, which is my consola- 
tion, as' it was that of the consid, the father of his 
country and of eloquence. I know not whether I 
shall survive this war; but if that should be the 
case, I am resolved to pass the rest of my days in 
retirement, in the bosom of philosophy and fnend- 
fihip. 

'** As soon as freedom of correspondence shall be 
•niore restored to us, you will oblige me by writing 
more frequently. I do not know where we shall have 
our winter-quarters. Our houses at Breslau have 
been destroyed inthe late bombardment. Our ene- 
•mies envy us every thing, even the light of day, and 
the very air we breathe. They must, however, 
leave us some place ; and if it be but a safe one, I 
«hall be delighted to receive you thi^re. 

" Well, my dear marauis, what is become of the 
peace with France ! You see that your nation is 
more blind than you thought for. Those fools lose 
Canada and Pondicherr^r, to please the Queen of 
Hungary and the czarina. Heaven grant that 
Prince Ferdinand may reward them for their zeal ! 
The officers, innocent of these evils, and the soldiers, 
will be made the victims, and the iUustiious offeh- 
ders will suffer nothing. ^I know a trait of the Du^e 
of Chois^ul, wnich 1 will relate to you when we 
meet. Never did a proceeding more mad or more 
foolish disgrace a minister of France since that 
monarchy-has had oiie.--^Here is^HisiiieBB which I 
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must attend to. I waa( in a writing vein, but I be* 
lieve it is better to conclude, lest I should tire you and 
neglect my own duties. Adieu, my dear marquis. 
I en^race you. . ** Frederic.'** 

Dami, having coUected together his scattered forces 
and detachments, retired into the mountains behind 
Schweidnitz, pursued during the march by the 
King of Prussia. ,The Russian general, Czernichef, 
recrossed the Oder-$ and Soltikof, with the great 
body of the Russian troops, retired into Poland, fol- 
lowed by Prince Henry to the frontiers.! 
, Towards the end of the month of August, the 
reigning Duke of Wurtemberg, at the head of 12,000 
of his own troops, joined the Prince of Deux-Ponts 
in Saxony. The latter, imboldened by this great 
reinforcement, made a desperate attack upon the 
Prus^ans commanded by General Hulsen, who 
were placed in a fortified camp. Though greatly 
inferior in numbers, Hulsen defended himself so 
well, thatythe Prince of Deux-Ponta was obliged to 
retire after a severe, combat, leaving behind 1300 of 
his men prisoners. He then endeavoured to cut off 
Hulsen from his communication w|th Torgau, where 
were his magazines^ But the Prussian general , 
managed to retreat beyond tbat town, to cover his 
magazines, and to maintain himself for* six weeks 
in his position oiear Wittenberg. The enemies, 
however, eventually obtained possession of Torgau, 
and took the garrison, consisting of 2500 men, com* 
manded by General Normann, prisoners of want 

The Swedish army in Pomerania, commanded by 
General Ehrenschwerd, had commenced the cam- 
paign by obliging General ^tutterheim, the Prussian 
commander, whose forces were far ij^rior to theirs, 
to retreat before them into the Ufllr march. At 

* CEayraa pmthnmes de Frederic IL 
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the same time, Mischukof, the Russian admiral, ar* 
lived before Coiberg with the combined Ru880« 
Swedish fleet, consisting* of twentv ethips of war. 
He was met there by Demidof, who had brought 
10,000 men by land from Prussia ; and they com- 
menced the attaek of the fortress by sea and land. 
General Werner, however, was detached by General 
Golz, whd had been left on the frontiers of Poland 
by Prince Henry to observe Soltikof^ to the relief 
of Colberg; which was meanwhile most gallantly 
defended, in spite of immense disadvantage in num« 
hers, by its commander, the brave Colonel Heyden. 
After an almost incredibly rapid mai^ch, Werner 
surprised the Russians, and obliged them to retire, 
and then proceeded himself against the Swedes. He 
succeeded in attacking unei^ctedly the troops of 
the latter, in the suburbs of tne town of Pasewalk^ 
and took 600 prisoners and seven cannons.* 

The King of Prussia was occupied aH this time^ 
in rapid marches and countermarches, designed to 
harass and keep at bay the great Austriai^ army, in 
which he was eminently successfhl. But the dis- 
tance to which he had been obliged to withdrair 
himself and his army from the electoral Marbh of 
Brandenburgh, and consequently from his capital, 
determined his enemies to concert an expedition 
against that city. This enterprise was conducted 
by the Russian general, Tottleben, who arrived be* 
fore Berlin in the beginning of October. The com- 
mander Rochau, animated by the old Field-marshal 
Lehwald, and the. Generals Seidlitz and Knobldch, 
who were there wounded^ determined upon defend- 
ing himself with three feeble battalions, of whom the 
garrison was composed. The Russians fired red- 
hot balls into th^ wn, and bombarded it with shells 
and grenades, miring the night they attacked two 
of the gates, but were repulsed witih loss. 

• Ifffilw, TkblMii dw Gvenw d« FredMle !• Gnnd. 
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The next day Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg ar- 
riyed to succour the town, and obliged Tottleben to 
retire to the heights of Tempelhof, wnere he attacked 
him and repuls^ him to Kdpenick. Heret however, 
he was joined by a reinforcement of 13,000 men, 
commanded by General Czemichef, which enabled 
him, in his turn, to repulse the Prince of Wurtemberg, 
and again to attack one of the gated of Berlin. On 
the 1st of October, Colonel Kleist with a body -of 
cavalry, and General Hulsen with a considerable 
corps of infantry, advanced to the assistance of 
Berlin; but on the following day, General Lacy 
having joined the Russians with a reinforcement of 
14,000 Austrian troops, the Prussians were finally 
obliged to give way to numbers, their force only 
amounting to 14,000 men, while that of the allies 
exceeded 33,000* They fell back, during the night, 
in the direction of Spandau; and Rochau was at 
length obliged, on the 9th of October, to deliver up 
the town (which, be it remarked, is nowhere regularly 
fortified), and to yield himself and his garrison pris- 
oners of war.* 

. Tottleben and Lacy, as soon as they had obtained 
pos8es^ion of Berlin, released all the prisoners of 
war confined there, levied a great contribution upon 
the town, took all the money which they found in 
the royal' treasury, and all the mihtary stores in the 
arsenad ; while the Cossacks and light troops ravaged 
the country on all sides, and pillaged the country-* 
bouses of the king and the princes; and Prince Es- 
terhazy marched towards Potsdam. Frederic states 
that the Russian and Austrian commanders were so 
exasperated at the resistance they bad met with at 
Berlin that they even entertained the barbarous idea 
of burning the town after they ha^ obtained posses- 
sion of it; but that they were deterred from this 



* OftanoMdyTriilttadeUVtoetdiiRMoedel 
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piece of needless cruelty by the representations of 
Verelst, the Dutch envoy.* 

The day of the taking of Berlin, the King of Prus* 
sia had set off from Schweidnit;* in order to march 
to the relief of the Electoral March of Brandenburgh. 
Daun pursued him ; while Laudon vainly endeavoured 
in his absence to-obtain possession of Schweidnitz 
and Cosel. When Frederic on the 14th arrived at 
Guben, he ^ learned that the enemies had already 
evacuated Berlin, and that Lacy was retired to Tor- 
gau and Soltikof into Poland. Upon this intelligence 
he sent the General Golz back into Silesia to make 
head against General Laudon, and he himself marched 
by Wittemberg into Saxony ; while the army of the 
empire retired upon his approach. 

It was about this time, and when he and his troops 
had been much worn out by the rapid and various 
marches and countermarches which they were com- 
pelled to endure in order to make he^ against their 
numerous foesi that Frederic wrote. in the following 
melancholy straih to his friend D'Argens : — " I wifl 
not write 2Ljeremiade to you, nor alarm you with the 
details of my fears and disquietudes, though I assure 
you they are great. The crisis in which I am placed 
changes, to a certain degree, in appearance ; but no- 
thing decisive happens, nor any thing that would 
seem to lead to a final result. I am consumed by a 
slow fire ; and am like a mutilated body, from which 
each day some of its members are lopped off. May 
Heaven assist us, for we have great need of it ! You 
always talk to me about my personal safety. You 
ought to know as well as I do that it is not necessary 
for me to live ; but while I do live, to do my diity, 
and to fight for my country, and to try and save it, 
if that be still possible. I have had many little suc- 
cesses, and I think I ought to take for my motto, 
Miunmus in mimmiSf et mtnimiu in maximis. It is 

* Hiftoire de la Gwrra de Sept Am, parFnderlo H. 
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impossible for you to imagine the horrible fatigues 
we imdergo ; this eampaiga exceeds all the former 
ones, and I really sometimes do not know which 
way to turn myself. But I fear I shall only make 
myself tiresome to you by the recital of my anxieties 
and miseries. My gayety and my good-humOur are fbr 
ever buried with those dear toA excelieot persons 
to whom my heart was so fondly attached. The 
end of iny life is melancholy and sad. But do not 
therefore, my dear marquis, forget your old friend.''* 
A subsequent letter is still more desponding than 
this one in the sentiments it breathes forth. Fred- 
eric even appears from it to have again contemplated 
the commission of suicide as the only means of es- 
cape from the difficulties which threatened to over- 
take him :— " What I am determined upon is, that I 
will never see the moment which shall oblige me to 
make a disadvantageous peace ; no persuasion, no 
eloquence, shall ever induce me to put my hand to 
my own dishonour. Either I will perish in the ruins 
of my country, or, if this consolation shall appear 
too great a one for the fate which pursues me, I 
shall know how to end my misfortunes when it is no 
longer possible to siippo^ them. : I have acted, and 
I continue to act, in pursuance of this conviction, 
and according to the (dictates of honour, which have 
always directed my steps ; aind my conduct shall con- 
tinue at all times to be conformable to these princi- 
ples. After having sacrificed my youth to my father, 
and my maturer age to my country, I think I have 
acquired the right of disposing a^ I please of my old 
age. I have &eady told you, and 1 repeat it, my 
hand shall never sign a disgraceful peace. 1 shall 
continue this campaign with the resolution of daring 
every thing, and of attempting any enterprises, how- 
ever difficult, which may be deemed advisable, in the 
hope of either succeeding or meeting a glorious 

* Dated ttom Refwndorf, ISth Sept 17flO.--a3linw 
fWdfiie n., Bfli d« PnwM. 
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death. • • • • What reasons, hi 
truth, one has at fifty years of age to despise life ! 
The prospect which remains to me is an old age of 
infirmit3r and pain; and disanpointments, regrets, 
ignominies, ana outrages to enaure. In truth, if you 
really consider, my situation, you ought to blame my 
intentions less than you do. I have lost all m^ friends 
and my dearest relatives : I am unfortunate m all the 
ways m which it is possible to be so : 1 have nothing 
to -hope for; and I see my enemies treat me with 
derision, whUe their insolence prepares to trample 
me under foot Alas ! 

** * Qnmd on a toot perdo, qaand on n^ ploa d*e8poir, 
La Tie est nn opprobre, et la inoit nn devoir.' 

*' I have nothing to add to this. I will only inform 
your curiosity that we passed the Elbe the day before 
yesterday ; that to-morrow we march towjards Leip- 
sic, where I hope to be on the 31st, where I hope we 
shall have a battle, and from whence you shjul re- 
ceive news of us as they occur."* 

That Frederic, deficient as he was in any religious 
feeling, should in moments of despair have looked to 
self-destruction to end his woes, is not to be won- 
dered at. But these gloomy views appear never to 
have been of long duration ; they soon ^ave way to 
better feelings, and to the renewed energies of a mind 
which was especially formed to struggle successfully 
against adversity. 

* Dated S8Ui October, YTtO 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Battle of Torgaa— Saxony again fiUla Into the Hands of Fraderie-^Oam- 
paign of Prince Ferdinand— State of Frederic's Besooroes— Death ot 
George the Second— Unpaid Subsidy— Operations during the Winter 
— ^nee Ferdinand commences therCampaign of 1701— Junction of 
Laudon and Butturlin— T|ie King of Prussia 4n the Camp ofBuntxel- 
wita— Schweidnitz taken by Laudon— Treachery of the. Baron ds 
Warkoteh— Siege of Coiberg 1>y the Bussian^-^Campaign of the 
Swedes— Plot of Tnock* 

Frederic had. passed the Elbe at Dessau on the 
Q6th of October, and had united his forces \f ith those 
under the command of Prince Eugene of Wtirtem- 
berg and General Hulsen. Proceeding onwards, he 
obliged the Prince of Deux-Ponts to a precipitate 
retreat, and regained possession of Leipsic. Daun, 
to arrest the king's progress, marched from Dresden 
to meet him, and placed himself at Torgau, in a camp 
on the hills of Siptitz, which had hitherto been con- 
sidered unattackable. J>'rederic, however, was nei* 
ther to be intimidated by the superior numbers of the 
Austtians nor by the strength of their position; and 
he determined, in consequence, forthwith upon at** 
tacking them.* 

The battle of Torgau, perhaps the bloodiest fought 
during the whole war, took place on the 3d of No^ 
vember.f The evening before, the king is said to 
have assembled his generals, and to have addressed 
them in the following terms :— " I have called you 
together, not to ask your advice, but to inform yoo 
that to-morrow. I shall attack Marshal Daun. I am 
aware that he occupies a strong « position; but it is 
also one from which he cannot escape ; and if I beat 

* Mflller, Tableau des Guenres de Frederic le Grand. 

* DelaMoDareUePnusiaiuieiparleComtedeBlinbeani 
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him, all his army must be ieither taken prisoners'or 
drowned in the Elbe. If, on the other hand, we are 
beaten, we must all perish ; and I shall be the first 
to meet death. This war is become tedious, and 
you must all find it so : we will, if we can, finish it 
to-morrow. Zietben, I Qonfide to you the right wing 
of the army. Your oliject must be, in marching 
straight to Torgau, to t;ut off the retreat of the Aus- 
trians when I shah have beaten them, and driven 
them f;«ra the heights of Sfiptitz.*^ At the same 
time the King of Prussia delivered to the generals 
present a detailed account of the order of march and 
of battle to be observed on the following day, written 
with his own hand.f 

The Prussian army advanced on the morning of th^ 
third in three columns through the forest of Torgau* 
Ztethen, as has been before mentioned, commanded 
the right wing, while the king, at the head of th^ 
left, advanced to attack the Austrians on their right 
fiaak. In passing thi^ough the forest the Prussians 
met the Austrian general, St. Ignon, at the head of 
his regiment of dragoons, who were all taken pris- 
oners. Zietheh s^ttacked the cavalry of Lacy, while 
Frederic, at the head of ten battaUons of grenadiers, 
commenced the combat with Daun« That general, 
aware of the advantagerof his position, had placed 
800 cannons on the slope of the hill ; the destructive 
fire of which obliged the Prussians to retire with 
incredible loss. Of the ten battalions who were led 
upon this occasion to the charge, there only remained 
alive the next day two small battalions of 300 men 
etoh. Fresh troops then came up, and made a fresh 
^attack; and succeeded for the moment in gaining 
possession of the height, and in repulsing the Aus^ 
trian infantry. But Daun did not suffer them long 
to enjoy this advantage v with his corps of reserve 

^ReeaeU de Uct|Pe8 de 8. Bf . le Roi 4e rmMf . poor m^kklHim 
loire de It e«crre dernl«re. 
t Qrimm^ TMtoao de la Vieef du Regne de F»ulerio ]• Gnod 
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and cnirassieTs he drove them back into the forest. 
The Prussian cavalry then commenced a prolonged 
contest, in which, though at times successful, they 
were eventually worsted by numbers. 

Frederic, who seemed determined, as he had an- 
nounced, to conquer or die, redoubled his attacks, 
and ordered Ziethen to approach and support him; 
but the latter was too much occupied in a doubtful 
combat with Lacy to be of much service to his mas- 
ter. At four o*cloek in the afternoon, the Prussians 
had not succeeded in gaining a foot of ground, 
though they had lost great numbers of men. .The 
king and Daun were both wounded, — the former in 
the breast, the latter in the leg.* Both armies were 
fatigued, and had exhausted their ammunition ; and 
nothing seemed to remain to the Prussians but a dis- 
astrous retreat. Daun felt so certain of this result 
that he actually despatched a letter to the empress- 
queen which contained these words i — "The just 
arms of your imperial majesty have to-day gained a 
complete victory ove?.the King of Prussia."! 

At this moment, however, some of the 'Prussian 
soldiers, before the night finally closed in, discovered 
a sort of causeway between two ponds leading to the 
hill, which the Austrians had neglected to guard. 
Colonel Mdllendorf,:t with part of the troops of Zie- 
then, passed it unobserved in the twilight; while 
General Saldern followed him with the infantry. 
The height behind Siptitz was taken by assault, and 
Ziethen and the king met victorious on the field of 
battle. Lacy made some vain attempts to regain his 
position, but the darkness of the night threw his sol- 
diers into disorder, and prevented his offering any 
efiectual resistance.^ 

* Arebenholz, Histoire de la Oaerre de Sept A2W.--MaiIer, Tableav 
des QnerrH de Frederic le Grand. 

tV^de Frederic II. 

i Alterward'a fieldomarsbal, governor of Berlin, and one of Ibe moot 
°d|ieeiDed oftliePrQseian genorale. 

$ GfimoBiVTableaa de la Vie et dn Begnede nredtiio to Grand. 
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Tbe two aimies passed the night QDder arms, sad 
very near to one another; so much so that man^ 
soldiers on both sides were taken who missed their 
wa^ and fell among detachments of their enemies. 
A similar fate might even have befallen Frederic; 
. for he relates himseU that in going to the village of 
Neiden his escort heard the trampling of men and 
horses. On asking who they were, they received 
for answer, Austriana, The Prussians upon this fell 
upon them suddenly and took them prisoners ; and 
they then found out that they were a whole regiment 
of pandours with two cannons, who had lost their 
way.* Going a httle further, they in like manner 
stumbled upon a regiment of Austrian c^abineers, 
whom they charged and put to flight*! 

The King of Prussia occupied part of the night in 
sitting by a fire with his soldiers, conversing with 
them. One of the grenadiers . upon this occasion 
said familiarly to him, " 1 suppose, Fritz, after this 
you will give us good winter-quarters.** — ^ Not till 
we have taken Dresden," replied Frederic; "when 
that is done, you shall have them to your heart's 
content.** An inferior officer, who had distinguished 
himself much in the battle, and who had had his 
right-hand shot oif, was brought to the king. Fred- 
eric commended him, and then asked him what rec- 
ompense he should give him for the loss of his right- 
hand. " Sire,*' answered the wounded man, " only 
permit me to serve you with my left." Frederic 
was so much struck with the reply that he imme- 
diately promoted him. The king afterward retired 
into a village church, where he had his wound dressed, 
received the accounts of ^ state of the army, and 
gave his orders for the morrow.l 

The loss of the Prussians in the battle of Torgan 

* Hiitoire de la Gaerra de Sepc Am, par Frederio Q. 

t De U MoaarcliMi PrOMltniia, p«r la Cania da Mirabwv. 

i Arelienhals, Hlitoiia de la Guam 4e flapt Am.— TofWinPftltaHlni 
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amotmted to 10,600; of whom 3900 were killed, 5100 
wounded, and 1600 taken prisoners. The Austriana 
lost 17,000 ; of whom 3000 were killed, 6000 womided, 
and 8000 taken prisoners. Among the latter were 
six generals and 316 officers. Piffcy cannons and 
thirty stani^ards fell into the hands of the Prussians. 
The Austrians, as usual, claimed the victory ; but 
that they did so without the slightest reason is evi- 
dent from the consequences of the battle. The first 
of these was the retreat of the Austrians beyond the 
Elbe during the night, from whence they fell back 
upon Dresden.* Frederic had expected the com* 
bat to be renewed the next day, and was agreeably 
surprised to find, when the morning dawned, that 
the enemy had decamped. ^ Ziethen was sent in pur* 
suit of the ttyins army, and took a good many strag* 
glers pri^ners.f 

The further consecjuences of the bloody battle of 
Torgau, the last during the war in which Frederic 
commanded in person, were still more important* 
From its having so greatly weakened both parties, 
it concluded the campaign ; and all Saxony, with 
the exception of Dresden, fell into the hands of 
Frederic.^ He was also enabled, while taking up 
his own winter-quarters at Leip$ic$ to send troops 
into Silesia, the March of Brandenburgh,imd Pomeni' 
nia ; and to diive the Ailstrians, the army of the em- 
pire, and the Swedes out of all those provinces 
while the Russians retired beyond the Vistula. Thus 
the King of Prussia, at the end of the campaign of 
1760, found himself, with the exception of the loss 
of the fortress of Glatz, in much the same situation 
he was in at the commencement of it.^ 

The campaign of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick 
against the French during this year, though not so 

* IfiHler, TM>Ieaa dm OoerrM de Fredefio to Onad. t tbid, 
^ 1 Basal vnr la Vie et le Reg ne da Frederic U, par I'AbM Denina. 

« Arctaenholt, Hlatoire de la Guerre de Sept Ana.— Reeueil de Lettraa 
it S. M. la RoidaPraiae, poor afrtir A l*HlBialffvda laOMiradanUrai 
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brilliaiic a one as that of 1759, was marked hy seve- 
ral actions, in which that general and his nephew, 
the hereditary Prince of Brunswick, distinguished 
themselves. The French entered upon the cam« 
paign with 130,000 men, of whom 100,000 were in* 
tended to act in Westphalia, and the remaining 
30,000 on the Rhine. Marshal Broglio, who was the 
French commander-in-chief, was much perplexed by 
the jealousies, of the generals serving under him, 
which prevented his undertaking any very definite 
plan against jthe allies. Prince Ferdinand was anx- 
ious, without delay, to give battle to the French ; 
but his first attempt was not a successful one. The 
hereditary prince, ^ho commanded the advanced 
guard, met the enemy near Corbach, and conceiving 
ne had to do with a detachment only, attacked them. 
He soon found, however, that it was the main body 
of the French army $ and as Prince Ferdinand was 
not able to advance to his assistance in time, he was 
obliged to. retreat (which he did with great ability), 
after a considerable loss. This happened on the 9th 
of July ; and on the I6th of the same month he was 
enabled to take his revenge upon the French, as he 
attacked a considerable, corps of their army near 
Emsdorf, defeated it, and took 2000 prisoners, and 
all their cannons, baggage, and stores.* 

Ferdinand in the course of the autumn also at- 
tacked 35,000 of the French troops who were posted 
near Warbourg, under the command of the Chevalier 
du Muy, put them to flight, killed 1500, and took 1600 
prisoners, and ten pieces of cannon. The circum« 
stance t)f there being no fortresses in Lower Saxpny 
and Westphalia occasioned numerous skirmisheSf 
with various results, which fatigued both parties. 
Towns and villages were taken and retaken. ^ At 
length the great body of the French troops estab* 
lished tbepnselves at Cassel, and Ferdinand employed 

» ArdienliolKiHistdn dels Guerre de Sept Am 
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himself in enttUig off their convoys, and interoeptiog 
their commuaicatioiis. Maanwnile the heremtarV' 
IHrinee had been sent to Cleves to drive the Frencn 
from thence, and, if possible^ to carry the tirar into 
France. He passed the Rhine, and besieged WeseL 
Broglio sent a detachment, commanded by the Mar- 
quis de Oastriesy agaiosl him, who defeated the 
hereditary prince, and obliged him to retreat beyond 
the Rhine. A second encounter took place at Bruy- 
nen, in which the hereditary prince, in his turn, gained 
the victory. Towards the conclusion of the cam- 
paign, Prince Ferdinand besi^;ed Gottingen, in which 
the Marshal Broglio had placed a strong garrison* He 
blockaded it for twenty days, at the end of which the 
gairison made so successful a sortie, that he was 
oUiged to raise the siege, and to return to his occu- 
pation of observing the great French array encamped 
at Cassel. 

Daring the winter, Tottleben made frequent incur- 
sions into Pomerania ; but General Wernejr repulsed 
him successfully, and finallv concluded a truce with 
tfa^ Russian commander till the month of May.* 

At this advanced period of the war, Frederic, in 
lotion to the enormous disproportion which always 
existed between his forces and those of the formida-> 
Ue league whidiwa3 banded together for his de^ 
struction, had to encounter, in a very eminent degree* 
the difficulties arising irom a want of recruits and of 
provisions^ His losses in men had been excessive, 
U has heen calculated that almost every regiment in 
his whole army was recruited to the amount of at 
least 3000 men each, duriiig the course of the war 
we are iiow treating: of. How these recruits were 
obtained it is still difficult to say ; but the activity 
and ability of Frederic himself appear to have over- 
come ai^[mrent impossibilities in procuring supplies of 
men for Yob enfeebled army. Deserters, pnsonerSf 

* Maun; TWOew dw eiMlM ao nedote to OfiBd 

Vol. II.— F 
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peasants, were alike enrolled ; and even boys of the 
tenderest age were not exempt from the compulsory 
proceedings of the Prussian pressgangs. Tnis was 
also' the case with regard even to the officers, who 
were the sons of gentlemen.* The historian of the 
seven years' war, Archenholz, informs us that he 
himself was compelled to Join in the campaign of 
1768 when he was not yet fourteen jrears old.f The 
other difficulty^ that of obtaining provisions for troops 
stationed in the midst of provinces which had been 
many times devastated and laid waste, was not a 
less formidable one. The King of Prussia, however, 
even in this case, managed to vanquish the obstacles 
which stood in his way, and by dint o( incredible ex- 
ertions, and a Judicious expenditure of money, again 
to fill his magazines. The Prussians were, how- 
ever, so much exhausted by their previous labours, 
that the campaign of 1761 became necessarily, on 
their side, with the exception of pairtial encounters, 
one of defence. 

Another calamity occurred at this period of the 
war to Frederic, in the death of George the Second, 
King of England, who expired oiv the 26th of Octo- 
ber, 1760. This prince had always hated his nephew, 
but he loved his native electorate of Hanover ; and 
his government was directed by Pitt, who saw that 
the abasement of !France was only, to be obtained by 
a cordial support of the King of Prussia. Hence 
the s;ib»diary treaties which were continued from 
year to year, and the assistance,, both moral and 
physical, afforded to the Prussian sovereign. But 
the new monarch, George the Third, was governed 
by an unpopular favourite. Lord Bute, who had risen 
to power from the obscurity to which a poor Scotch 
peer was then generally condemned, by the personal 
favour of the king's mother, the princess-dowager. 
He appears to have been a man ignorant of the bear- 

* Cunpunet de Frederic n., par M. de W. 

t ArelMoBUs, Hiacotre de U Giierre d« Sept Aas. 
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lags of foreign policy, and undistinguiiBhed by states- 
manlike qualities. His object, ffom whatever cause 
proceedings, was to obtain peace, which he thought 
would be best effected by not supplying to the King 
of Prussia the means of continuing the war. Hence, 
though in compliance with the wishes of the parlia^ 
ment and of the nation, a fresh subsidiary treaty be- 
tween England and Prussia was entered into in De« 
cember, 1760, it was the last which was made be- 
tween the two countries ; and even the payment of 
part of the sum thus agreed to be given to Frederic 
Was deferred, and finally, according to the foreign 
historians, eluded altogether.* 

The truth of this latter allegation is strongly con- 
firmed by many passages in the Mitchell papers now 
preserved in the British Museum,t although no con- 
tinued and detailed account of the transaction occurs 
in. them. The same documents also show most 
clearly the general unfriendliness of England to 
Prussia from the moment that Lord Bute was in- 
trusted with the reins of government in the former 
kingdom. It appears from this correspondence that' 
one of the plans of the British cabinet, in the begin- 
ning of 1763, was to obtain the usual Prussian sub- 
sidy from parliament, which, from the extreme popu- 
lanty of the King of Prussia in the country, they did 
not dare to omit; but not to renew the subsidiary 
treaty with that monarch, which bound them down 
to time as to the payment of the money; thus 
leaving it entirely in their power to starve him into 
submission. *' This expedient," writes Sir A. Mit- 
chell to Lord Bute, *Uhey (i. e. the ministers of the 
King of Prussia in London) observe, leaves the king 
their master at the ^nercy of his ally, without any 
consideration, in case Of a separate peace between 
England and France, and cannot fail to render the 

* ArobenhQls, HtetolM de It GiMne d* M Aoa. 
t Correspoadenee between Sir Andrew Blitebell, Englieh minltler tt 
Uiaeoort ofneded* and the BrtUab coreroiqfBnt, tnm 1756 to 1708. M& 
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Kfaig of Pnuwia's enemies more obstinate and inret- 
erate, for they Will consider him as entirely aban- 
doned by England.*^ 

Agsdn, in another letter, in which Mitchell gives 
an account of an lAterriew he had had with Count 
Finckenstein, one of the Prussian ministers, and in 
which he told the count, that the same sum was to 
be^ demanded from parliament, by way of snbsidT 
to Prussia, ijs in former years, but without a fresh 
treaty^ he goes on to say, ** To this the count ob- 
jected, that hv not renewing the treaty, the king his 
master was left, in a manner, without an ally, de- 
pending solely upon the ancient treaties that sub- 
sisted between the two crowns before the war ; that 
this imexpected step could not fail to encourage the 
King of Prussia's enemies, and to confirm them in 
their aversion to hearken to any terms of accom- 
modation with him, whom they represent as aban- 
doned by England; that he, Count Finckenstein^ 
could have wished the treaty to have been renewed* 
as it had been in former years, Ac. ^fcc.**— ^'Thd 
eoont then observed, that by the method now 
adopted, no connderation whatever was given to the 
king his master, in case of a separate peace, and 
that he was left entirely at the mercy of the English 
ministers ; who, of late, seemed to vary very much 
in their opinions.'^t 

In a subsequent letter, addressed to Mr. Keith, 
then British envoy at Petersburg, Mitchell seems 
to agree in the view taken by Count Finckenstein 
of the feelings of the English goremment towards 
Prussia at this juncture ; for he says, <* I am sorry 
to find, that for some time past the king^s ministers 
seem to have some jealousy of the King of Prussia : 

* Umm or sir ABdwW mcdidl i» Liwfl Bus^ dated BfacMyntfi, 
16th January, 1789. 
tLettwofSlr^ndrtwlilliMltftLMABittt^AMldll^pbiiiSlvMlk 
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the ground of it is, I own, unknown to me."* Fi- 
nally, in a letter to Mr. George Grenville, he alludes 
more distinctly to the withholding of the subsidy, 
while giving an account of a conversation he had 
held with Finckenstein. Upon this occasion he says, 
** I set forth his majesty* s true motives for vfithholding, 
in the present circumstances^ the subsidy granted to his 
Prussian majesty inf&rmer years ; assunng the count, 
at the same tirpe, that the king never had, nor has 
now, the least thought of abandoning th^ King of 
Prussia to his enemies, nor of deserting his alliance. 
All which Count Finckenstein promised faithfully to 
report to the king his master.'"! 

Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick was the first 
general who took the field for the campaign of 1761. 
Op the 11th of February, his Brmy advanced in four 
columns, V and attacked, oa all sides, the French 
quarters near Qassel. His arrival and onset were 
80 unexpected, that the French were speedily thrown 
ihto confusion, and compelled to fly. This advan- 
tage was followed by another, gained by the Prus- 
sian General Sybourg. He h^ been sent, with a 
corps of troops, to unite with the Hanoverian General 
Sporken, in order thus to cause a diversion in the 
forces of the enemy^ which oiight be favourable to 
the designs Of Prince Ferdinand. A body of French 
and Saxons, under the command of the Count de 
Stainville, endeavoured to prevent the junction, but 
were beaten by General Sybourg, who took 3000 
'prisoners, four cannons, and six standards. The 
Hanoverians and Prussians, having united, advanced 
against the troops of the empire, commanded by 
General Clefeld; and on the 2d of April took 1100 
prisoners, nine cannons, and five standards.^ 

* litftter of Bir Andrew MitoheU to Mr. Keitb, dated Magdebtirgta, 9d 
A)irU, 170S. 

t Letter flrom Sir Andrew Mitchell to the Right Hon. George Gren* 
▼lUe, dated Breslan, 13th June, 1763. . . 

t MttUer, TaMeaa des Ouems de Frederio to QnaA.r-BifMin de li 
Gverre de Sent Abs, par Frederic 11. 
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Pnnce Ferdfnand now placed his army so as to 
cariT cfRf at the same time, the sieges of Cassel, 
Marbonrg, and Ziegenhayn; but the inexperience 
of his engineers^ tire want of ammunition, and the 
badness of the roads, which retarded the arrival of 
his supplies, occasioned his failing in these attempts. 
At the same time, the hereditary Prince of Bruns« 
vncki whose detachment had advanced towards 
Frankfort with a view of observing the French^ 
Was altacked by Broglio and the whole French 
trmy. Overcome by nnmbers, he was obliged to 
tetreail with loss. This was followed by the defeat 
of the detachment ot Prince Ferdinand's army 
\¥tiich was occupied in the siege of Ziegenhayn; 
smd under all the circumstances of the case, thi 
porince deemed it advisable to raise the sieges he had 
imdertaken^ to evacuate the country of Hesse, and 
to retire into that of Hanover. This, however, 
he effected with so much skill, that Marshal Broglio 
did not venture to follow him. 

AAer these events, the hostile armies remained 
tranquil till the month of July, when the Prince of 
Sonblse, arriving to the assistance of Broglio, with 
great reinlTorcements, encouraged the latter general 
to march against the combined army c^ English and 
Hanoverians. Ferdinand, perceiving the design, of 
the French generals to attstck him, posted himself id 
the intrenched camp of Hohenower.* On the 16ti» 
Of July Marshal Broglio endeavoured to drive him- 
from his position. For five hours the French army 
exposed itself with great bravery to the^ deadly 
fire of the Hanoverians, but without f^iiig a foot 
of ground in advance. At length, a Judicious move- 
ment on the part of Prince Ferdinand threw them 
into coin^lete disorder^ and their fled, leaving behind 
them their killed^ and wounded, and several pieces 
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of cannon* The loss of the French upon this Oo* 
casion amounted to 5000 men ; that of the alliee otdy 
to 300 killed^ and 1000 wounckd^* A few days after 
this victory* the joy of Prince Ferdinand wae damped 
by the loss of his nepfaew« Prince Alhert Hemrf Of 
Brunswickf^who was killed in a skirmish. 

In smte of the success in arms of Piinee Fenfi- 
nand, he would have found himself in a t'eiy dan- 
gerous position at this moment^ in consequence of 
the excessive superiority, of the French forces* had 
it not been for the jealousies which existed between 
the two generals Soubise aifd Brogiio* These at 
length became so great that they divided tifteir amqr 
and marched different ways. The Prince of Soubi^ 
passing the River Rohr ; and the Marshal Bro^o 
marching towards Cassel. From thence the latter 
proposed to advance into Hanover. Ferdinand, who 
had also been obliged to divide 1^8 army into two 
parts, in order to observe the two divisions of tha 
French troops, was not strong enough to prevent 
Broglip, by force, from entering Hanover; and be 
bad therefore recourse to a straligeQi. He marched 
into Hessoy and thereby cut off the oommunicatioii 
of the French with that countrr. Broglio, as his 
able enemy had expected, grew frightened, and r^ 
treated. 

' Meanwhile, the hereditary Prince of Brunswick 
had prevented the Prince of Soubise from besieging 
Mimster, and had himeelf destroyed manv orhis 
magazines* Thus checked, the French had nothing 
to do but to occupy themselves with devastatin|; 
the countries they were in possession o( which 
they did iathe most eruei manner. They took somo 
towns in the duchy of Brunswick, and plundered 
them ; but were obliged afterward, by the heredt> 
tary prince^ to give them np % and, havutg also failed 
in an attend npoa the imperial town of BremeUt 
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tlicy finally took up their winter-qnartere,— BrogHo 
at Cassel, an4 Soubise in the district called the 
Lower Rhine. Prince Ferdinand, who, during the 
autunm, had besieged Gdttingen without success, 
established his winter-quarters in Westphalia. 

In the course of the month of April General 
Laudon, at the head of an Austrian army, penetrated 
into Silesia, and obliged General Goiz, who com- 
manded there with a small body of troops, to retire 
under the walls of Schweidnitz. As soon as the 
news of these moyemerits reached the King of 
Prussia, he assembled his army ne1ar Meissen, dele- 
ffated the command of it to his brother Prince 
Henry, and then, with a detachment passed the 
Elbe himself, near Strehlen, and hastened to the 
assistance of Golz. The approach of Frederic 
obliged lidudon to retire into Bohemia, and to wail 
there for the co-operation of the Russians, who 
were advancing in several columns towards the fron- 
tiers of Silesia under the command of FieM-Marshal 
Butterlin ; while another Russian army, headed Irjr 
General JRom^zow, entered Pomerania, and, sup- 
ported by the Swedes, obliged General Werner and 
Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg to retire into an in- 
trenched camp near Colberg.* 

Laudon and Butterlin made various attempts to 
effect a junction of their respective armies, but were 
for some time prevented by the skilful and masterly 
movements of the King of Prussia; though hxa 
forces consisted only of 60,000 men, white those of 
Austria amounted to 60,000, sgid those of Russia 
to 70,P00 men-t At length, however, Butterlin, 
having bombarded Breslau, succeeded in passing the 
Oder, and in joining Loudon near Striegau on the 
12th of August. They now thought the escape of 
the Prussians from their united and enormous forces 
Impossible; but Frederic, as usual, haffled tketi 

* MqU#, Tableau daa Qwrtpa de Fraderf e le Qnai. 
t AjpdMnbota, Hiatoin da U Guam d« Sayt Am. 
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hopet. UnwiUing to trust hiiUMlf in ffie open 
cottHtry^ under such a disadtaatage in numberft, Ike 
took possession of the camp of Fttntsehrhz, and 
intrenched himself so Judiciously, thai the aBied 
army was unable to attack him.* 

This celebrated camp is thus described by a eoti- 
temporary htstoriant who was himself at the time dn 
officer in the Prussian service :-^-^ This |^eat work 
boite the impress of the king's genhis upon it. It 
was constructed with a degree of skUl, as well as of 
rapidity, of which there has been no e^tample in any 
Of the wars of modem times. The centre of the camp 
was at the diMands of.a German mile from Schwetd- 
«tz« The space in whicb the infantry was placed was 
defended by a chain of intrenchments with ditehesy 
whicli were joined together by four-and-twenty great 
batteries. Before these intren^ments were placed 
palisadoes and chevaux-de-frises^ and three rows of 
benches, each six feet deep. Each batiery had two 
mines near it, which could be fired without difficuity 
by means of eommanications with the battery. The 
king had taken from Sehweidnitx 150 pleeesof can- 
non to garnish these batteries. The camp of Bunf- 
zeiwitz, in tiiis state^ resembled a real fortress, and 
was entirely unattaekable. If the nature of the for- 
tifieations was extraordinaryi the promptitude wftii 
which they were constructed was still more M* 
These vast works wef« completed in three days and 
tharee nights. On the left wing, at the extreme 
point of the intrenchments^ were tfeced« in a flat 
^pot, ninety squadrons of cara!ry.'*t 

That which the Kin|r of Prussia had anticipated 
soon same to pass; the allied army blockade his 
camp; but they were prevented from continuing in 
the position they had taken, for a sufficient length 
•f time to efliset their pnrp^Be* by the wafrt of pra* 
visions. The country round tliem wae ethaustedi 

* MU]«r, Tftbinn dM Onenw d0 Fkvderte to GiMi.. 
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and famine began to appear in their cai^p. At Has^ 
moment they learned that General Platen, whom 
the King of Prussia had sent, at the head of 7000 
men, to harass their rear and cut off their supplies, 
had succeeded in capturing a conyoy, consisting of 
5000 provision-wagons, that he had beaten the 
escort accompanying it, and taken 1900 prisoners, 
and had also destroyed three of the largest magazines 
of the Russians on the borders of Pi^and. This 
intelligence determined the Austrian and Russian 
generals upon raising the blockade of the camp of 
Buntzeiwitz, and separating their troops. Butterlin 
marched into Pomerania, to^assist in^ the siege of 
Colberg, leaving Czemichef, with a detachment of 
!20/)00 Russians, at the orders of Laudon, who re- 
tired to an intrenched camp near Fribonrg^ The 
retreat of the allied army, which took place on the 
13th of September, diilused a general joy through 
the Prussian camp. The Prussian soldiers had 
suffered much in their intrenchments from the 
fatigues they were obliged to uiadergo, in order to 
be always prepared for any attack that might be 
made upoa them by the enemy. It is true they were 
encouraged in their labours, by seeing them equally 
endured by their sovereign ; b»t the great heat of 
the weathier occasioned diseases in the camp, which^ 
joined to the want of all provisions except bread^ 
rendered the condition of the soldiers sufficiently 
ffrievous. They therefore received the news of the 
departure of the Austrians and Russians as they 
would have done that of a victory.* 

Frederic remained one fortnight in his position at 
Buntzeiwitz, after he was delivered from his ene^- 
mies; and then, with a view of deceiving Laudon, 
and drawing him from his camp, he marched towards 
Upper Silesia* and thereby placed himself at the di8-> 
tance of two days' journey from Schweidnitz» No 

• AlclMiiIud^ S3ttalra de U GoMrn de Sqpt ADA 
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Booner was Laudon made aware of the king^ de» 
parture than, instead of following him, he deter- 
mined to take advantage of his absence, to make an 
attack upon the important fortress of Schweidnitz. 
He therefore sent General Draskowitz with a de- 
tachment to obserre the movements of the Prus- 
sians ; and then, with the rest of his army, made, by 
night, a general assault upOn Schweidnitz. The 
governor. General Zastrow, though taken by sur- 
prise, made all the preparations he was able for the 
purpose of defendiilg himself; but, though he did so 
with great bravery, his garrison was too feeble to 
make a long resistance. He had not even a suffi- 
cient number of cannoniers to fire the artillery. 
After a bloody combat of three hours, ihe works 
Were all in the possession of the assailants, and 3300 
Prussians were made prisoners.* 

The Russians, of whom a detachment were united 
with the army of Laudon, and who had been made 
drunk with brandy by their commanders, rushed oil 
to the assault with a reckless impetuosity. They 
suddenly and unexpectedly fouhd themselves on the 
brink of a fosse full of water, of the existence of 
which they were not previously aware ; but even 
this could not arrest their progress. The foremost 
ranks were pushed into the ditch and drowned, and 
their comrades made their dead bodies a bridge, over 
which they passed into the town, carrying desolation 
with them, and crying out at the same time, «* We 
give no quarter!"! Schweidnitz was taken by the 
earliest dawn on the 1st of October. Blame appears 
to have attached to Zastrow for not having antici- 
pated an attack ; so little had h^ done so, that he wa9 
at a ball, when he first heard of the approach of the 
Austrian^.} 

This unlooked-for disaster deranged the plan for 
the rest of the campaign, which the King of Prussia 

* MCUIer, Tableau deal Quenres de Fraderic le Grqnd. 

JArdientaoi£, Hittoire de la Goerre deSept Ani. 
Biatoire de la Chwrre de Sept Ana, par Fraderio n. 
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litd iDteoded to cany into effect. He vas obliged 
iMUy to think of prea^nring as many fortressea and 
aa much territory as the immenae superiority of hia 
raemiea in point of numbera permitted. He there- 
fore establiahed himself in a camp near Strehlen, and 
strengthened the garrisons of Neisse, Brieg, Cos^ 
Breslau, and Gloeau. On the other hand, the Aus- 
trians were enabled, for the first time since the com- 
mencement of the war, to take up their winter- 
quarters in Silesta-t 

While the King o( Prussia was encamped under 
the walls of Strehlent he narrowly escaped being 
betrayed into the haiids of the Austrians. The 
traitor who lent himself to this base enterprise wae 
the Baron de Wajrkotsch« a Silesian gentleman whose 
jaatates were situated near Strehlen. He had come 
to the king's head-quarters, and was received by him 
with much kindness. This did not, however, deter 
Warkotsch from his infamous design, but rather enr 
oouraged him to it ; as it enabled him to observe how 
negligent Frederic was of precautions for his owa 
security, and how few soldiers formed his ordinwry 
guard. Ue communicated his intention to the Aus* 
&lan commanders, who caught at it eagerly, and 
promised him a donation of 100,000 crowns as a 
recompense. A priest, named Schmidt, was also in 
the plot ; and the plan arranged was, that the Kum 
of Prussia should be carried off during the nigQ 
through a wood which was close to hisquarters, and 
which also led to those of Laudon. The executors 
of this abduction were to be a troop of Austriaii 
hpisaars, commanded by a determined leader. The 
detail of the plan was arranged by letters, which 
psssed between Warkotsch 9m Schmidt The ser« 
▼ant who carried them became, at length, from ths 
fraqoenc^r of ^ correspondence, suspicious respect- 
ing its ppjset. He opened a l#tter, which contained 

* ■Mril949^0sim4p8eptAnp.ptrfMeiklt 
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strfBcient details to explain to him what was medi- 
tated, and, struck with horror, carried it forthwith 
to Frederic, who thus escaped one of the greatest 
dangets he had ever encountered. Warkotsch and 
Schmidt made their escape out of a window, just as 
they were on the point of bein^ arrested. War- 
kotsch's property was confiscated; and the two 
traitors were executed in effigy. When the sentence 
for this ceremony was brought to Frederic to sign, he 
said, '*I consent to it;- for I suppose the copies are 
worth as little as the originals.'** Shortly after this 
occurrence, the King of Prussia placed his troops in 
winter-quarters along the course pf the Oder from 
Brieg to Glogaii, and established his own head-quar- 
ters at Breslau. 

The only other remarkable event of the campaign 
of 1761 which remains to be related is the siege of 
Colberg, a fortress in Pomerania, situated on the 
shores of the Baltic, which was blockaded by the 
Russians, under the command of Romanzow. Early 
in the month of September, the Russians began their 
attacks; but Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg had 
pjosted himself so judiciously, that for a considerable 
time the Russians obtained no advantage. They 
were, however, more fortunate in taking Geiferal 
Werner and the detachment he commanded pris- 
oners. In the beginning of ^he month of October, 
General Platen arrived with a reinforcement at the 
camp of the Prince of Wurtemberg ; but, on the 
other hand, a large body of troops, under the com- 
niand of the Prince Dolgoroucki, joined themselves 
to the army of Romanzow. The evolutions of both 
parties, — on the side of the Russians to form the 
siege of Colberg regularly, and on that of the Prus- 
sians to prevent their efrecting this, continued for 
some time without much success to either ; but were 
peculiarly honourable to the skill and valour of the 

* Andwnhols, Histoira de UiGiwm d6 Sept An«. 
Vol, II.— Q 
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Prossians, who« with greatly inferior Corces^kept at 
bay the vast armies of their assailants. 

At length, the Prussians became so much weak- 
ened by their losses of men in various partial en* 
counters, that their eqemies were enabled to cut off 
their communication with Colberg, and to prevent 
their sending provisions into the place.* They then 
attacked the town, and summoned it to surrender. 
The ojficer who was sent on this eorand was re- 
ceived by the commander, Heyden,in the presence 
of several soldiers of the garrison. ^ Comrades," 
said Heyden, '* weare suounoned to surrender; what 
think you of itl" — "Do ikH do any such thing, 
colonel," replied those appealed to ; " let us defeiM) 
ourselves as long as either powder or bread remains 
to us." Heyden iounediately sent the officer hack 
with this answer. About the middle of November, 
Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg endeavoured to re« 
store his communications with Colberg, and to throw 
provisions and succours into the place ; but the Rus* 
sians, who received constantly fresh reinforcements, 
were too numerous for him to dare to. attack them« 
and he was oUiged to retire, with difficulty, to Star- 
gard. Frederic also sent, provisions and reinforce- 
mente to Colberg, but none were ^er able to reach 
it; and while thus famine was beginning to be felt 
severely in the town, the besieging army was amply 
supplied with provisions by the fleet, wUch block-^ 
aded the fortress by sea. 

Heyden, however, still defended himself; and 
taking advantage of the severity of the season, ho 
poured water on the walls, which freezing* rendered 
them sufficiently slippeiy to prevent any successful 
attempt at scaling them.f As long as the bread, 
doled out as it waa^at the rate of one pouUd per day 
to each soldier, lasted, the brave Heyden defended 
himself sucee^afully. At length it foiled him, and 
he was then reluctantly obliged, on the 16th of De- 

* Mflller, Tsbleaa dee Goerres de Freileiic le Grand, 
t Vie de Frederic n. 
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AMttber, fiotffltn fiie gates to tkeRmsianss wtio were 
j^nabled by tU* eonquest, for the first tiwey to take 
m their winterH)uaTteTs in Pomerania aad ^e Ne^ 
l^urch of l^raadenbttrgh. 

The troope of Prince Euf^e of Wurtemberff 
were at ttiis timeitiihe>diudiy ofDleckleiibinrg; and 
tiwee of Oeaeral Platen and of Phiace Henry of 
Prussia in> Saxony. The latter had made head soo* 
tessftdiy in that icountry, though keeping himself 
always on the defensiye during the whole campaigDv 
Sgainst the Austnaa army of NMarshal Dann^ taait of 
the empire, commanded by Generals SerfoeHoni aad 
Stolberg, and that of the Saxons, who had their 
own prince Albert as their leader.* 

The campaign of the Swedes against tiie Prussians 
was not auurked, during this year, with any import- 
ant events; though several partifd and andecisiva 
skiimishes had tu:en.iplace between Ehrenschwerd, 
the general of the former, and Generals Stiitterheini 
and Belling, who eondneted the latter* About this 
time a plot was >diseoyered for betraying the im- 
portant fortress of Magdeburg to the Austrians. 
Magdeburg was. In foct, the citadel of the Prussian 
monarchy, and its fall must have entailed upon 
Frederic the most disastrous consequences; and 
indeed; would probably have obliged him to end the 
war at once, and on whatever terms his ruthless ene- 
mies BHghi think proper to grant to him. In it were 
deposited the public archives, the king's treasure, 
and a vast property belonging to individuals, which 
had been coileeted there for safety, from all the sur- 
rounding country. It was, besidee, the apot where 
the magazines, both for provisions and ammunition 
for the different Prussian armies, were preserved. 
Nothing could have been more fatalto the king than 
itslos8.t . 

* MOller, TUdMV dea Ooferrw 4e Fradetie to QnDd.~BMid mr te 
^ «rt le Re^ne de Fraderic II., par TAbM DeniiUL— Arehonbolz, Ubi> 
Idira da la Gaerro da Sept Ana. 
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The project was doe to Frederic Baron TreBck» 
whose unhappy history has been related m a pre- 
vious part or this worx, and who was at this time 
loaded with chains, and confined in a solitary dun- 
geon under the fortifications of the town. By the 
aid of money, which he obtained from his friends al 
Vienna and Berlin, and by means of his own indefa* 
ti^ble activity, he had established commumcatiom 
with some Austrian officers who were prisoners of 
war ; and had prepared for his own escape by undep 
mining the fortifications. The plan intended to b€ 
executed was, to release the Austrian prisoner^ 
amounting to 16,000 men, and with their aid to mas» 
ter the garrison, then consisting only of about 90i 
men ; a few of whom, even including some officerSi 
were friendly to Trenck. The discovery of this fo^ 
midi^e conspiracy was due to the treacheiy of some 
of the persons at Vienna, with whom Trenck com* 
municated, who sent his" correspondence to the Kinff 
of Pru88ia.t Magdeburg was thus saved ; and Trenck 
was watched with greater vigilance than ever. 



CHAPTER X. 



J)e«tb of the EmpreM ofRuMlfr-The new Emneror mnMa Fredferie^ 
Alliance between PnissUi and the Khan of the Tartars— UnMendlj 
Diapositlons of the English GoTernment to Frederic— Peace between 
Prassia and Sweden— Operations of the Dillbrent Armies— Muider of 
the Emperor of Russia— Combat of Reicheobach— Frederic retakM 
SchweidnitK— Battle of Freyberg— Campaign of Prince FerdiAand-^ 
Farther Saccesses of the Prusstans— Peace of Hnbertsfoonig— B»- 
flebtions on the Ssvoo Yeaxs* War^ 

The year 1763 commenced with an event so fa- 
vourable to Prussia, that it may be considered as a 
complete compensation, not only for the loss of 
Schweidnitz and Colberg, but also for the state of 

* MAnwIrM d« Fndeiio Qwon ad Traaek* 
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exhaastion in every way td which the Prussian 
monarchy was reduced. On the 6th of January, 
1762, died the implacable enemy of Frederic, Eliza- 
i)eth Empress of Russia.* She had been originally 
made personally hostile to him^ from some sarcasms 
-with regard to her morals and habits of life, which 
the King of Prussia had imprudently rentured upon; 
fis well as from the notion, perhaps not unfounded, 
that he had been aware of certain plots against her 
crown, which had been discovered in her own court: 
and these feelings were fostered and augmented by 
her successive lovers and ministers, who were gained 
by the money of the court of Vienna. Her nephew 
and successor, the unfortunate Peter the Third, dif- 
fered entirely from her ,with regard to the King of 
Prussia, of whom he was the warmest admirer and 
tnost sedulous imitator. The dying empress, aware 
of the disposition of her nephew, exacted a solemn 
promise from the senate, that they would continue 
the war, and never conclude it without the concur- 
rence of the other allies.f 

Like other sovereiffns» though, who have endear- 
oured to perpetuate their sway beyond the term ot 
their natural lives, her orders, from the moment her 
eyes were closed, were disregarded. One of the 
first acts of the reign of Peter was to commtmicate 
to Frederic assurances of his friendship; which he 
did through the channel of the Count de Hordt, a 
Swedish officer in the Prussian service, who had 
been taken prisoner by the Russians about two years 

greviously, and who, durine the reign of Elizabeth, 
ad been treated in his conbnement with great rig- 

* EHzabeth iiad tolierited ftmn her fttb«r. Fetor Che Gnat, ttut MMM 
nfioTerninent ; Bad aha vnm also (Hatiaguiahad ibr a q«aUcy wbicb.ka 
didnot pnaaeaa, that or clemency. Her reign waa marked by ameliara« 
Ikina and improvenMnta of ▼arkMia kinda, and of grtat Importance to tha 
heat iateraata ofRuaala. 
J Arcbeohols. jiiatairo m1» 1» Gwr^ da Sepi !li».— Art 4b Tslftr 
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our.* Peter, upon his accessioif, released him, (as 
he did also all the; other Prussian prisoners in his 
dominions), loaded him with favours; and employed 
him to transmit to his master his own eiithusiastic 
expressions of devotion and adn^iration. This was 
followed by more solid advantages. 4- suspension 
of arms between the Russians and Prussians was 
agreed to ; and soon afterward a treaty of alliance 
was cbncluded. At the same tin\e, an intimate cor- 
respondence was carried on between the two sove- 
reigns i and Peter even became the colonel of a regi- 
ment in his Prussian m^jesty^s service, and con- 
stantly wore the uniform of it, to the great dissatis- 
(actipn of his own subjects. He was also accus- 
tomed to kiss the portrait of the King of Prussia, 
calling him his if lend, and his master; while he 
never failed to praise him extravagantly upon all 
occasions.f 

Early an the spring the Russian auxiliaries, com- 
manded by Czemichef, who^ to the number of 20,000 
men, were united with the Austrian army of Laudon, 
received orders t-o withdraw themselves from him, 
to march into Poland, and finally to join themselves 
to the King of Prussia, and to act under his oi^ders. 
At the same time, the Russian troops evactiated 
Prussia, Pomerania, and the. New 'March of Bran- 
denburgh, and gave up Colberg. This change from 
hostility to friendship was so sudden, and appeared 
so marvellous, that the Austrian officers who were 
prisoners at fireslau, and who witnessed it, without 
being aware of the causes which led to it, were for 
some time skeptical a^ to its reality. When they 
saw Czemichef and other Russian generals arrive in 
that city to attend the court of the Kin^ of Prussia, 
they imagined that they were in reahty Prussian 

* M^moirM du Comte d« Hordt. 

t Smltur la Vteetteli«gn«deFredeiien.,ptfPiLbb4 Denial 
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officers, who had been dressed up in Russian uni- 
forms and orders, to induce a belief in the friendly 
dispositions of Russia.* 

Shortl3r before the favourable change in the Prus- 
sian relations with Russia took place Frederic, who, 
in his perilous situation, caught at any hope of as- 
sistance, however uncertain, had contracted an alli- 
ance with the Khan of the Tartars. That barbarian 
ruler agreed, upon condition of receiving a certain 
subsidy, to make an irruption into Russia. Subse« 
auent events {yrevented his being called upon to per* 
lorm his promise. Frederic Was also in negotiation 
with the Grand Seignior, with the view of inducing 
him to cause a diversion, by attacking the Austrian 
provinces which border the Turkish empire. He 
W3Ui so far successful, that the Ottoman government 
assembled a large array on the frontiers near Bel- 
grade ; which, . although it abstained from active 
hostilities, gave great anxieties to the imperial 
court.t ' ' 

On the other hand, the disposition of the English 
government became every day less friendly to Prns- 
sia. Pitt, disgusted at the influence and policy of 
Lord Bute, had thrown up his office. Lord Btite* 
whose object was to obtain peace upon any t6rm,s, 
was anxious with this view, as has been already 
mentioned, to crush the King of Phissia. He there- 
fore commenced negotiations with the several 
courts ; but his manner of conducting them at once 
showed his ignorance and His incapacity. He 
charged the .Prince Gallitzin, the Russian ambas- 
sador in England, to inform the emperor that what- 
ever portions of the Prussian territories he might 
wish for, he would take care to obtain for him, pro- 
vided he would stiU allow his troops to act with the 
AustrianR.I Peter Was so indignant at this propo- 
sition, that he immediately sent the despatch con* 

* AfttiMilioU.'Hiatoira de la Onerra de SepC An«. 

t HiMolradela Quern de Sept Ami, par Fiedwcie IL t AM. 
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tainiDg it to the Kingr of Prussia.* To the court ol 
Vienna, Lord Bute proposed to make a peace wiA 
England, from whicn Prussia was to be excluded. 
At the same time he ofiered to guaranty to the 
impress queen whicheyer of the Prussian pvoyinces 
it would be most agreeable to her to become pos- 
•sessed of. To his surprise, this proposition was 
«lso coldly received, and dryly declined ; for Kan- 
Hitz the imperial minister fancied, that the object 
of Lord Bute was to caus^ a quarrel between tiie 
oourt of Vienna and that of Versailles. A t the same 

* In the Mitchell Papen, In the British Museain, is the lbllowln( CQ- 
IkMU letter fhNn «lr A. Mitehea to Lord Bute, «pop this euliijeet :— 

« Private and confldeutiil. 

" My Lord, Breslair, 8d May, ITM. 

**Two days al>er I hAd my andieQee of the Kinf of Pmsaia, Gown 
Finckenstein came to me, and told me he had the Icing his master's per- 
mission to coroninnicate to me something of importance, by way of 
oritxite confidetice, which,, however, mij^t remain a secret. . I answeced, 
I was much obliged to bis Prussian majesty ; that be might assure him 
I should make no bad use of any thing be was pleased to trust me with. 
The count then read to. me a paper, which contained an account oTt 
eonrerMtioA your lordship was supposed to have had with Prinee Gal« 
litzin, Just aAer the news of the late Empress of Russia's death, and at 
(be time Mr. Wraugbton was named as resident, which eonversatiiMi 
PriRoe Oallilzin is supposed to have communicated to an intimate IKend 
of his under the seal of secrecy. Lord Bute tdd Prince Gallitzin Mr. 
Wraughton was sent to Russia with instructions for him and Mr. Keith 
to cultivate and extend the fHondship between the two courts, Ae. ; thai 
one of his instructions was, to persuade the emperor lo concur in making 
a general peace; and for that end it was hoped the csar would not with- 
draw his troops Prom the Prussian territories, as Lord Bute coirtd net 
persuade hiroselfthat the emperor would prefor the alliance with the 
King of Prussia to the natural alliance with the House of ▲ostria; that 
by not withdrawing the troops, the King of Prussia would be under the 
neoessitx of making considerable cessions to the House of Austria ; that 
It was nut the intention of England to make eiernSal war to (dease the 
King of Prussia: that England wanted iust to save hiln, btu wished that 
prince ooold be brought to make considerable cessions ; that about six 
weeks ago Mr. Mitchell had been wrote to to sound the Prussian minia- 
ters at Magdeburgh what- cessions might be expected, and that no an- 
swer was yet received, nor did Lord Bute believe it would be a Avour- 
ible one,** Ae. 

. « * * * * * * 

**I have only to add, that I am Informed his Prussian m^ty, upon 
flnt receiving this intelligenee, was armoat Airious, and to this aiMiMat 
Winot talk with temper upon the subject. I am, Ac . 

<*AinHiBW MircBSLL. 

««1!MEarlofBiitek» 
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time, the Austrian pride waft insulted by the propo. 
sal ; and the answer given to the British advances 
was, that the empress ^ueen was sufficiently power* 
ful to enforce for herself her own pretensions. A 
negotiation was also opened between England and 
the court of France. M. de Bussy came to England 
to conduct it ; while Mr. Hans Stanley was sent to 
Paris with similar instructions. 

Hie peace between Russia and Sweden was fol* 
lowed by one concluded between Prussia and 
Sweden; and this change in the circumstances of 
Frederic obliged his enemies, at the comm^iicement 
of the campaign, to take a lesson from his conduct 
during the preceding one, and to act on the de- 
fensive.* 

In the month of May, Frederic assembled his 
troops in the camp of Betlern. His nephew, the 
young Prince Frederic William, who eventually suc- 
ceeded him on the. throne, made this year his first 
campaign, under the eye of his heroic uncle. Prince 
Henrys who was posted in Saxony, having united 
his forces with those commanded by General Belling 
(who, after the cessation of hostilities by the Swedes, 
had been enabled to leave the territory of Mecklen- 
burgh), advanced, and by a very skilful movement 
prevented the union of the Austrians with the army 
of the empire, commanded by Serbelloni. In the 
course of his' manoeuvres he attacked Serbelloni, 
took 1500 prisoners and tluree cannons, and then es- 
tablished himself near Freyberg. Serbelloni, anx- 
ious to retrieve his credit, shortly afterward at- 
tacked the advanced guard of the prince's army; 
but was repulsed, with the loss of 1000 men.f Early 
in the month of June, the King of Prussia, having 
united to his own forces those of the Russians com- 
manded by Ozemichef, as well as the detachments 
commanded by Prince Eugene of Wurtemberg and 

* Mfiller, Tabiean des Oaerres de Frederic le Grand, 
t iM.— ArctWBliolx, HUtoire do la Guecre de Sept Ana. 
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the Duke of BeTem (which hed arrived from Medc- 

lenbui;g^ and Pomerania), marched towards Schweid- 
fiitz, and succeeded in dieiodgingr Dann from an 
almost impregnable position near Burkersdorf. On 
this occasion the Anstrians lost 1400 men killed, 
and 800 taken prisoners, and fourteen cannons ; and 
Paun was oUiged to retire among the moantains as 
far as Tannhauten.* 

This last eicploit was performed at the moment 
whca Frederic had Just been infurnied of the revolu- 
tion so fatal to the Prussian interests which had 
taken place in Russia. Peter Uie Third, who had 
given notice of his- intention of even inarehing in 
person to assist in the campaign of the King of 
Prussia, was dethroned on the 9th of July, and his 
wife Catherine declared Empress of Russia. The 
Cnilitary and the church had united in this conspiracy 
against their sovereign, whose innovations had dis- 
gusted them.f ' The Empress Catherine, on the 
other hand, had acquired great [Popularity ; and the 
hatred of the people and of the nobles against Peter 
was increased by his bad treattnient of her. For 
some time sh^ bore his conduct with patience ; but 
at length his threats of repudiating her, and shutting 
her up in a monastery, and even setting aside her 
son from the succession, obliged her to join with 
the conspirators; and the revolution was consum* 
mated by the murder of the unhappy monarch. 
Catherine immediately sent orders to Czernichef to 
separate his troops from those of Prussia, and to 
march them into Poland ; and her first intention 
was to resume hostilities against the Prussian sove- 
reign^ 

It was during the three days' delay which were 
afforded to Czernichef to quit the Prussian army, 
tbat Frederic made the successful attack upon t&a 

* Mfiller, Tableau dea Guerraa de Frederic le Grand, 
t Rulhiere, Hisfolre de la R^olution de Rosaie 
t AitlMiliols, niflcairede la everreda Sept Ana. 
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Austrians, which has jost beea mentiotied. " These 
three days/* as he observes himself, in giving an ac- 
count of his plan, "were most. precious; and it be* 
came necessary to profit by them, in order to strike 
some decisive blow. The presence of the Russians 
frightened the Austrians, who were, besides, igno* 
rant of the* revolution which had taken place. It 
was absolutely necessary to retake Schweidnitz, or 
to be contented with no other quarters than those 
Which had been occupied along the Oder during last 
year. If this campaign elapsed without any suc- 
cess being obtained, the efforts which had been 
made to reconquer the half of Silesia would prove 
of no use, and all hope of peace would vanish. 
These reasons determined the king to give some- 
thing to chance ; ai^d he actefd with greater boldness 
and temerity than he would have hazarded in more 
favourable coi^unctures."* 

The Russians were convuic.ed that the innova* 
tions attempted by Peter the Third, which had ex* 
cited such general dissatisfaction, were suggested 
to him by his Prussian ^nentor; and the latter Was 
therefore most unpopular throughout the empire. 
The new empress at first gave way to the ffeneratt 
feeling; sent the orders to her general^ which have 
been before ^elated; and deckued Frederic, in her 
manifesto, " the most dangerous enemy of Russia.** 
Hardly, however, had this condemnation of the King 
of Prussia been published when Catherine had an 
opportunity of reading the correspondence of Fred* 
eric with her late husband, which was found among 
his papers. She then discovered^ not oafy that^ 
Frederic gav6 his imperial ally ths' wisest and best 
advice upon public matters, and that he blamed the 
changes executed by Peter against the wishes ef 
his subjects, but that he had also, counselled th^ 
emperor to behave well to herself; and had con- 

* BiMoin de la Guerre de Sispt Ana, par EVedeiicII 
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jnred him, even if he could not show her tenderness, 
to treat her with the respect and attention which 
was due to her situation. Catherine, it is said, was 
moved even to tears at this discovery. She showed 
the letters to the principar persons of her court, 
who all allowed the injustice of their previous 
Opinions against the Prussian sovereign.* She in 
consequence determined upon maintaining the treaty 
existing with that monarch ; but her troops were, 
nevertheless, withdrawn from the Prussian army; 
and she resolved to remain, as far ^s concerned 
active warfare,' in a state of neutrality : not wishing, 
at so early a period of her rule, to involve herself in 
hostilities with Austria.! 

The next event of importance in the campaign 
was the combat of Reichenbach, between the Aus- 
trians and the Prussians, which took place on the 
l6th of August. Daun, who was intent upon saving 
Schweidnitz, thought he had found an opportimity 
for destroying the detachment commanded by the 
Duke of Bevem, which was placed in a separate 
position from the rest of the Pnissian army. Such 
an event would entirely have deranged Frederic's 
plans for the campaign. Daun sent the Generals 
Lacy, Beck, O'DonneU, and St. Ignon with separate 
corps, to attack the Duke of Bevem oa all sides at 
once. The duke recefved the onsets of these vafi- 
ous enemies with skill and firmness ; but their num- 
bers were so preponderating that he was upon the 
point of giving way, when an unexpected reinforce- 
- ment changed the face of affairs. Frederic, who 
had divined the intentions of Daun before they were 
executed, had sent the Prince of Wurtemberg with 
the whole of his cavalry to the assistance of the 
Duke ( 
vaponi 



wuuiv VI lUB cav'diry lo me assistance oi ine 
5 of Bevem.t The Prince of Wurtemberg fell 
L the corps or O'Donneli and put them to flight ; 



* Aretaenhols, Histoire de la Ouene de 8epC Axw. 
" Easai aur la Via. et le Regne (la Frederie D., par I'AbM 
Hiatoire da la Guarra de Sept Ana, par Fradarie 0. 
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and the light^artill^ of tbe Prussiami coming iq> at 
this moment, followed by Frederic in person at the 
head ef a body of infantry, the Austrians were 
obliged on all sideis to retreat, and to retuum to their 
camps ; having lost 1200 n^en killed and woundedy 
1600 prisoners, and seven standards. The loss of 
the Prussians amounted to 1010 killed and wounded* 
The next day the Austrian army jretired to GUatz.* 

The action of Reicl^enbach, in fact, sealed the 
fate of Schweidnitz; for all communication being; 
now cut off between the Austrian army and the 
fortress, the brave commander, GuaiK:o, was at 
length obliged to capitulate. The siege lasted 
sixty-four days, during which great skill was mani- 
fested both m the attack and defence. At length, 
a great powder-mafi^ine was blown, up, which also 
dsmiaged a part of the fortifications. Upon this, 
preparations were made for a general assault $ but 
General Guasco did not wait for it. He demanded 
to capitulate on tlie 10th of October; and surren- 
dered himself, 218 officets, and 0000 men prisoners. 
The loss of the Austrians during the siege, in killed 
and wounded, amounted to 3500 men; that of the 
Prussians to 3030.f 

When General Guasco went, with his officers, to 
pay their respects to the King of Prussia, the latter 
said to them, " Gentlemen, you have given a brilliant 
example for those who wish to defend fortresses to 
imitate ; your defence has cost me altogether above 
8000 men.*' This calculation of Frederic of course 
included the skirmishes and engagements to whieh 
his anxiety to obtain possession of Schweidnitz had 
given rise.:^ 

As soon as this impoi^tant conquest wa^ achieved* 
the King of Prussia detached General Schmettau to 
the assistance of his brother Prince Henry in Saxonyi 

* MSIlflr, TaMeaa des ChwrrM da Prefhartc fe Orand 
t Arebenhoix, Histoire de la GuBne de Sepc Am 
i An d« veriller 1m PalM 
Vol. U.— R 
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and he soon followed himself, leaving the Duke of 
Bevern to protect Silesia. To this commander 
Landon was opposed; and they shortly afterward 
concluded an armistice together, while Daun marched 
into Saxony. The army of the empire, now in 
Saxony, and to which was added a considerable 
body of Austrian troops, was commanded by Ser- 
belioni and the Prince of Sttoll^rg. They had com- 
pelled at one moment Prince Henry to retreat from 
his camp at Freyberg ; but this success did not lonff 
remain to them. Prince Henry again advanced, and 
determined upon giving battle to the enemy. He 
commenced, assisted by General SeidlitiE, by driving 
before him the light troops< of the Austrians. He 
then, soon after daybreak, attacked the Austro-im- 
perial armyinitsintrenchments. The action lasted 
till two in the afternoon, when the army of the allies 
BRve way, and fled to the other side of the town of 
Freyberg, which they abandoned, and even beyond 
the river Mulda. The Prussians lost, in the battle 
of Freyberg, 2400 killed and wounded ; on the side 
of the allies there were SOOO killed and wounded^ 
4000 prisoners, twenty-eight cannons, and nine 
standards."* 

It is said that when Prince Henry of Prussia had 
drawn the enemy into the position which he thought 
most advisable for his attack upon him, he sent a 
courier to his brother to demand an immediate rein- 
forcement; to this the answer received was, that 
Frederic was advancing to his assistance in persoL 
Whether Prince Henry was desirous of having the 
sole credit of the victory he expected to gain, or felt 
that if he delaj^ed his attack the enemies might pos- 
sibly escape him, it is difficult tO decide : probably 
both feelings united, may have operated upon him. - 
But however this may be, certain it is that ne imme- 
diately gave battle, and that Frederic, in consequence. 

• liau«r. Tableau des Gaerrai d« Ft«d«ri« ie Grand 
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only arrived, at Freyberg the day aft^r the battle 
was gained. Thus, to Prince Henry of Prussia was 
exclusively due the honour of concluding the victo- 
ries of the seven years* war with an action of gr^at 
glory, both to himself and to the Prussian arms.* 

- Prince Albert of Saxony, who had been sent for- 
ward by Daun with reinforcements to the army of 
the empire, also arrived too late. The calumniators 
of Frederic have said that he viewed with eyes of 
envy his brother's victory ; but his own laureld were 
.80 numerous and so glorious that it is difficult to 
conceive h.ow such a feeling could have entered his 
breast. And undoubtedly the enthusiastic praise he 
^ves to this victory, and to the man who gained it, 
in his. own history of the war, is totally at variance 
with such a supposition. He. was also accustomed 
to say, when speaJiing of the actions of himself and 
his different generals duriitig the seven years' wart 
** My brother Henry is the only one of us who never 
committed a fault."f 

The battle of Freyberg took place on the Smth of 
October ; and from this moment the speedy conclu- 
sion of the war became certain, while the continued 
advantages of the Prussian arms assisted in hasten- 
ing it. Prince Henr^ after his victory pushed for- 
ward, and drove the army of the empire into Bohe^ 
mia. He then detached General Klevst, with a con- 
siderable body of men, in further pursuit of it ; who 
destroyed the great Austrian magazines at Saatz, and 
nade incursions to the very gates of Prague.:^ 

The campaign of Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick 
had been this year very auceessM. The hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick commenced it by taking the 
fortress of Arensberg, by which the communication 
of the French army with Cassel was cut off. This 
was followed by a victory obtained over the French 



* Towerati Memoin oTFrederie III. 
Ewai tor Ib Vie et le Regne da Frederic II., 
MitUer, 1W>l«aa def Gntrm da FMderie 1* 
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tit>ops eommanded by Soubise and d^Etrees at l^TS- 
helmstal by Prince Ferdinand, who drove them undier 
the^ wails of Cassel, after 4000 of their men had beea 
killed and many taken prisoners. The prince behaved 
with great ^nerosity to t^e French oiScersi wko 
had lost all their bagf^e«* 

As the obtaining possession of Cassel was the great 
object of Ferdinand) he next turned his attention to 
cutting off the communication of that town witi 
Frankfort. In order to effect this, he attacked the 
body of troops commanded by the Count de Rooham* 
beau^ put them to flight, and obtained ^possession of 
the French ^magazines at Rottenbur^. Towards 
the end of Jniy, he defeated a detachment com* 
manded by the Priniie Xavier of Poland, near Lut^ 
teraberg.. The young Prince Frederic of Brunswkt 
slso obtained an advantage over a body t)f the ene^ 
0iy at Kratzenberge. These repeated aiscomfitiures 
weakened the French army so- much that the Prince 
of Cond^, who had the command of a separate corps 
in the district of the Lower Rhine, hastened to- rein* 
force them. The hereditary Prince of Brunswick 
marched against hioH and attacked him on the Irt 
of September in his post at Johannisberg. At first; 
the French appeared to have the worst of it ; but tho 
strong position they occupied, as well as the discomi* 
agement in the attacking army daused^by a wovnid 
feceived by the hereditary prince, enabled them at 
length to' repulse the Hanoverians. The French 
armies after this united themselves, and took ^ 
castle of Arenenel^urg, on the river Ohme, alter a 
long and drawn battle with the allies for the posses^ 
•ion of the bridge xHret that river. The eampaigii 
and the war concluded with the taking of Cassel by 
Prince Ferdinand, which was compelled to surrender 
Iroai the want of provisions. This event took place 
two days before the preliminaries of peace were 

• ArclMiUKri^ Biirtoire di la Goftm dt 8«iii Aat. 
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dgned between England and France. Prince Ferdi- 
nand soon afterwara took leave of his army, and thus 
concluded his brilliant military career. 

The English cabinet, headed by Lord Bute, had 
meanwhile totally deserted the' interests of the King 
of Prussia ; and had, in conformity with these views, 
signed on the 3d of November the preliminary arti- 
cles of a treat]^ of peace with France* and Spain. 
This peace, which certainly did not afford sncn ad- 
vantages to England as she had a right to expect 
from her previous successes during Uie war, gave 
occasion to Algarotti to say, that ** the^nglish made 
war like lions and peace' like lambs." When the 
ministers of Englana were abandoning the interests • 
of their own country, it was not to be supposed that 
they would attend to those of an ally. The King of 
Prussia complained, and with reason, of his aban- 
donment, and of the stipulations in the treaty, by 
which the French were allowed to keep possession 
of the countries of Cleves and Guelders. Under 
these circumstances he became more than ever anx- 
ious to compel the imperial court to conclude the 
war. Austria was now deserted by Russia, Sweden, 
and France ; and the latter power vas most anxious 
to mediate between the empress-queen and the King 
of Prussia. 

The only allies, therefore, who remained to the 
empress-queen, for the purposes of war, were the 
states of the empire, who were already Ifired of the 
contest. In order to increase their anxiety for peace, 
Frederic sent General Kleist to lay waste their ter- 
ritories. The Prussians spread themselves through 
the whole circle of Franconia,, seized upon Bamberg, 
levied heavy contributions upon Nuremberg, and 
spread alarm even assfar as Ratisbon.t These acts 

* It WM observed with troth hy Voltaire, that " France, by her alll^ 
■nee with Austria, had lost in «ix years more nen andmoiMy than iL 
tile wars she had ever sustained afiinat that power had cost MB* 

t Histflin da hi QMm da Sflpt Ana. par Fraloiic IL 
R8 
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of violence were accompanied by Mill more extensife 
menaces. For the citizens of Ratisbon havii^ ap« 
plied to Baron Plotho, the Prussian minister at tne 
unperijEd diet, to reassure them, he informed them 
^ That as all his master's declarations to the states 
of the empire had produced no effect, he waa now 
resolved to employ more effectual means to compel 
them to recall their troops from the Austrian army, 
and was accordingly marching three different corps 
into the empire ; one of which had already entered 
<Franconia, the second was taking the route of Swa- 
bia, and the third would pass through Bavaria; that 
they would everywhere Conduct themselves accord- 
ing to the exigencies of war ; but as to the diet of the 
empire, he had orders to give assurances that it should 
not be in the least disturbed.*^ 

These proceedings of the Kii^ of Prussia had the 
desired effect : the princes and states of Germany 
agreed to sign a declaration of neutrality in order to 
deliver themselves from their invaders. The Aus« 
trians, thus left alone, were compelled, however un- 
willingly, to follow their example. An armistice 
was concluded at the end of November between 
them- and the Prussians; and the King of Prussia 
took up his winter-quarters at Leipsic.f The armis- 
tice was followed by negotiations for peace, which 
the empress-queen was at length obliged, though 
very reluctantly, to look forward to in good eamest.{ 
Never was there a treaty of peace, ending so pro- 
trac^ted and relentless a war, negotiated and con- 
cluded with so little formality. The King of Prussia 
negotiated through the medium of the Baron Hertz- 
berg, under the title of secretary of legation ; and he 
conferred with two persons, the Sieurs OoUenbach 
and Friisch, one of whom was appointed by Austria 
and the otl^er by Saxony. These meetings were 



* Towm"* Memoin of Fraderie m^BBUeVs Blstorf oTtlM War. 

t Tswvite Mflinoin of Fradtfito III. 

i MaUer,Tabl«aB dn OiwrTM dt Fredwto to QfimL 
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very diflferet^ from those of the numerous ambassa 
dors and pleiiipotentiaries who had assembled to 
arrange the peace of WestphaHa and that of Utrecht 
—but probably the yery circumstance of the few 
persons who had to treat together facilitated and 
hastened the adjustment of the different points in 
discussion.* 

The peace of Hubertsbourg, so called l^om having 
been concluded m the castle of that name, near Dres- 
den, was signed on the 15th of February, 1763. Upon 
this occasion Frederic wrote thus to his friend the 
Marqui» d'Argens: — ^^*The best thing I have now to 
tell you of, my dear marquis, is the peace ; and it is 
ri^ht that the good citizens and the public should 
rejoice at it. For me,poor old man that I am, I 
return to a town where I know nothing but the walls, 
where I find no longer any of my friends, where great 
and laborious duties await me, and where I shall soon 
lay my old bones in an asylum which can neither 
be troubled by war, by calamities, nor by the wick* 
edness of men.'^f 

By the peace of Hubertsbourg it was agreed.that 
the king of Prussia should retain possession of SHe* 
sia, as well as of all other territories which belonged 
to him before the war. The Austrian court endeav- 
oured to except from this agreement the fortress and 
county of Glatz; but the firmness of Frederic obliged 
them at length to relinquish their pretensions to this 
territory. The other powers were also put in pos- 
session of those countries which preyiously to the 
war belonged to them; and all sides agreed to give 
up any claim to reparations or reimbursements foi 
what they had suffered or spent during the contest.' 

In loonng back to the course of the seven years' 
war, one of the most remarkable <;ircumstences ob- 
servable in it is the financial state of the King of 
Fmmia; whose means of procuring resources of 

* EwtiMirltV3«ctl«ltogMd0FMdMlB]I. . 
. tQMn«pM(|flaMd0«Mnto|L,JM<ltrnMk 
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money, as compared with those of the other great 
powers of £iiroi)e, were so extremely limited. 
While the Austrian finances were in a state of the 
greatest disorder, and the treasury empty, in spite 
of all the loans and aU the taxes which it was found 
possible to levy having been had recourse to, — while 
the distress and th^ scarcity of money was still 
greater in France, — Frederic never appeared to want 
the funds necessary for his various enterprises ; and 
this without having recourse to any Ipans, or having 
during the course of the whole war imposed ai^y 
fresh taxes upon his own subjects.* The contribu« 
tions drawn from Saxony, and^he English subsidies, 
>vere undoubtedly ot great assistance to him ; but 
these resources, without that admirable management 
upon money matters which he so eminently pos- 
sessed^ would have fallen far short of his wants and 
necessities; especially when we consider how much 
of his territories was devastated, and rendered inca- 
pable of contributing in any way to the public trea- 
sury ; and that it has also been calculated that the 
seven years' war cost the Prussian monarch one 
hundred and fourteen million livres, or about four 
millions five hundred and sixty thousand pounds 
sterling.f 

The .contemporary and native historian of this war^ 
who was himself an eyewitness of the miseries he 
describes, gives the following accpunt of the state 
of his country at this period : — ** The sufferings of a 
great part of Germany during this war had been im- 
mense. Whole provinces had been laid waste ; and 
even in those that were not, internal commerce and 
industry were almost at an end; and this, too, in 
spite of the vast sums which France, England, Rus- 
sia, and Sweden had scattered over them, either 
through their armies or by means of subsidies. These 
sums, it has been calculated, amounted to 500,000,000 

* Arebraholc, Htotoiro de la Onene d« Sept Aos. 
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crowns of the empire. A great part of Pomerania 
and Brandenburgh was changed into a desert. There 
were provinces where hardly any men were to be 
found, and where the women were therefore obliged 
to, guide the plough* In others women, were as much 
wanting as men. At every step appeared large tracts 
of uncultivated country; and the most fertile plains 
of Germany, on the banks of the Oder and the Wesel, 
presented only the arid and sterile appearance of the 
deserts of the Ohio and Oronoofeo^ An <ABer hus 
stated Ifaai he had passed, through teveo vtiUbiges in 
the territory of Hesse, and had only met a single 
person, a curate."* 

Such were some offlie bi t ter fruits of a war which, 
caused by feelings of ambition and vengeance, was 
begun by the sovereigns wbo waged it with a reck- 
lessness of consequences, and an indifference respect- 
ing the lives and property of their subjects, worthy 
of the most cruel ages of barbarism. The struggle 
was protracted as long as the means of warf^ure re- 
mained to the belligerents; and when total exliaus- 
tion obliged them to conchide it, it wto found that 
no sovereign had gained or lost by it, save the enor- 
mous loss in blood and treasure, whieh had equally 
fallen on* all. The vast alliance which had been 
formed at the beginning of the war against the sove- 
reign of Prussia remained, however, with tiie shame 
of having been unable to vanquish a foe so inferior 
to them in strength and powers white the snceesa 
of Frederic, in resisting their vindictive attacks, has 
gained for hhn a reputation for wisdom, valour, and 
constancy, such as, considering all the eircvRnstances 
of the case, it may fedrty be said no other hero, of 
either ancient or modern times, has ever acquired. 

* AnlMriivli, HMain |0 la GMfra 4« Bi|iC ana. 
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nOM THE PBACE OF HUBBRTBBOURO TO THE CON- 
CLUSION OF THE PARTITION OF POLAND. 



CHAPTER I. 

Frederie repairs the Ravages of the War in his Territories— His other 
Improvements— He rains the Afibciions oftheSilesians— He restores 
the Coinage— The Military rewarded— D'Aleml>ert at Potsdam— The 
Grand Seignior sends an Ambassador toBerlin-^Stanislas PoniatawsU 
made King of Poland— Royal Family of Prussia— 1>eath of'tUe 

B»anger Prince Henry— Comparison between Frederic and his Brother 
enry— Prince Ferdinand— Duchess of Brunswick— Queen of Swe- 
den— Princess Amelia— Frederie William— Heivetius at Berlin— New 
eastern of Customs and Excise in Prussia. 

The conclusion of the war enabled Frederic to 
return to his capital, from which he had been absent 
for more than six years. He arrived at Berlin on 
the 30th of March, 1763, and was received with great 
rejoicings, which must have been the more gratify- 
ing to him, as he was aware they ra'oceeded really 
from the hearts of his subjects.* The illuminations 
and festivals of various kinds continued for iseveral 
d^ys ; and wherever he appeared, he was saluted 
with the affectionate cry of *' Long llv6 our king and 
father!" These demonstrations of public joy and 
of reciprocal attachment between the monarch and 

^ *Tow«nriBleaioinorFraderiom. 



1763.] UWE OT FRBDSRIC n. 208 

his peoide were no sooner conclnded, than Frederic 
begafi to endeavour to deserve the endearing title 
which his subjects had bestowed upon him, b^ 
adopting measures of various kinds, having for their 
object to repair the evils which the late contest had 
inflicted upon his territories; 

With this view he remunerated the towns and dis- 
tricts which had suffered the most by the ravages 
of the hostile armies, hoping hyr these means to eu'^ 
courage them to repair tteir ruined buildings ; while 
his donations, at the same time, afforded help to 
the impoverished capitalists and merchants, and ex- 
cited them to farther exertions. In this distribution, 
Landshut received 300,000 crowns ; Striegau, Hail, 
and Halberstadt, 464000- crowns apiece; CrOssen, 
94,000; Minden, 20,000; and various others, smaller 
sums. At the same time, he continued the great 
public works which have been already mentioned as 
m progress before the war broke out; and com- 
menced others upon a still more extensive scale. 
Of these, the most remarkable was the great canal 
of Bromberg, uniting the rivers Vistula and Oder; 
which was, however, executed at a later period of 
his reign than the one we are now treating of; 
namel^Tf after his acquisition of the territories through 
which * it passes, by the partition of Poland. For 
these objects he is said to have laid out annually 
about £400,000 sterling.* 

It is also calculated that, in the first ten years 
after the peace of Hubertsbourg, Frederic had estab^ 
lished 364 new manufactcMries ; in many of which 
the articles, manufactured had never before been at- 
tempted to be fabricated within the compass of the 
Prussian dominions.! He also founded a bank at 
Berlin, part of the capital for the establishment of 
which was furnished by himselft^ Pursuing the 

* Annual Refister. 

t GUliM't Vtew ofcbe Reign ofFrederie n. 
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mxae beneficial course of improveaieBty lie intro 
duoed from other nations tbose branohes of Indus 
try in which they excelled^ Tbii8» the rural ecou 
omv and farming of England, and the mode pursued 
in that country of enclosing and improving knd, was 
adopted in his dominioqs. It was an English favmer 
.who first undertook, at the request of t&e Prussian 
monarch, to render Ihe sands t>f Brandenburgh avail- 
able for the purposes of agriculture. He planted 
them with turnips, leaving the crop to rot on ihe 
ground; and thus obtained a aufficient quantity of 
vegetable mould on which to grow various kinds of 
grass. These experiments were first tried on the 
domains of the crown, and were afterward extended 
to the estates, of different projMrietors** 

His attention was also particularly turned to gain* 
iiig the affections of his Silesian subjects, in which 
he was completely successful. Fsom the noble8» 
to whom he lent and gave sums of money to extri- 
cate them from the pecuniary embarrassments in 
which they were involved, \a consequence of the 
ravaging of their estates during the war, down to 
the tradesmen in the towns, whose houses he re- 
built, and to the farmers and cultivators of the soil, 
whose industiT he fostered and encouraflned, all 
adored him. Even the Catholic dei^, whom he 
treated with kindness and consideration, ceased to 
be Austrian in their hearts, ai^d became as good siib* 
jects to the Prussian sceptre as the inhabitants of 
Brandenburgh.t 

Among the first acts of the King of Prussia, after 
the peace, was the restoration of the coinage, which, 
«t an early period of the war, had been debased. 
This measure of Frederic--rnamely, %he debasement 
of the coin, whieh can neither be defended for Its 
honesty nor itslitHity— is one which, at all times, 
has been a favourite resource of despotic sovereigns, 

•€IIUM%^«w«rtlwlM<iioriMaleV. TBM. 
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who see in it an easy way of enrichin|r themselves* 
and do not either perceive or regard its pernicious 
consequences. As soon as Frederic, in the com* 
mencement of the war, had obtained possession of 
Saxony, he caused a vast deal of money to be coined 
in the mints of Dresden and Torgau, in which the 
alloy bore the proportion of two-thirds, and the pre^* 
cious metal of one.*'^ This fraodulent operation was 
conducted under the direction of a Jew merchant 
of Berlin, named Ephraim. At first the new money 
was received readily, and Frederic took advantage 
of this to call in as much of the good money then 
in circulation as he was able. By degrees, how- 
ever, the base coin fell into the discredit it deserved, 
but was still made use of in payments from the royal 
treasury, as if it had been of the purest kind^ A/ter 
the peace was raadd, and a fresh coinage had been 
issued, the base coin was no longer received at the 
treasury, or by any of the royal collectors. This 
occasioned considerable losses to the fortunes of 
individuals, inflicted a severe wound on public 
credit, and greatly injured the trade and commerce 
of the Prussian dominions. The original proceed- 
ing was highly reprehensible, and the manner in 
which it was concluded was still more so-.t 

Nor did the king, in the mean while, forget the 
merits and the claims of his victorious army. Those 
of liis soldiers who had lost their health in his ser* 
vice were rewarded with situations of various kinds ; 
which, in some cases, though comfortable remunera- 
tions for the soldiers themselves, were 1^ no means 
suited to their habits or education. Thus Frederic 
frequently appointed these invalid warriors to be 
the postmasters in country towns ; and as in knany 
instances they could neither read nor write, the in- 

* In eoDMqiMiieeortlMW felatlT* proportioDt, tbif tuaom, wm ttaaii 
Inlf tBniMdt"LMTIeradt8aze.'' 
t Bm\ tur U Vl« et to Bqpw de FraderieE, p«r FA>|M Drills. 
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eomrenience io the pabfic w^ considenble.* When 
eomplaints were made to Frederic upon this subject, 
lie always answered, '^ What can I do ! I cannot let 
my old companions in ams stanre !" To others he 
gaive the more appropriate present of gifts of landsy 
at the same time bestowing upon tiiem some of the 
artillery horses, to enable them to^ till them. Nor 
must the magnifioent military hospital, which he 
founded and endowed at Berlin, be forgoiten : noi 
the beautiful, yet simple inscriptioa which he in- 
scribed upon.it, ** Leeso sed invicto militi.^t 

At the same time Uiat he was thus eu^ying the 
blessing of peace, Frederic was not unmindful of the 
possibihty of war. He therefore completely te* 
cruited his regiments, and n^ade up the <:omplement 
of his army to 200,000 men ; which formidable force 
he continued ever afterward to maintaio on foot.! 
In the month of May the King of Prussia, ha.vuig 
put in train the various arrangements which have 
been related, set put on a tour (^ personal inspection 
of part of his dominions. He passed through Pome? 
rania, Lower Saxony, and Westphalia, inquiring into 
the wishes, relieving the wants, and encouraging 
the industry of his people. During part of his 
journey he was accompanied by Prince Ferdiiiand 
of Brunswick, with whom he visited the field of 
battle of Minden. Early ia June he went to Wesel, 
where he was anxious to ex:amine the state of the 
fortifications. From thence he proceeded to Cre- 
velt and Cleves, from thence to Hanover and Bruns- 
wick, and so returned to Berlin.^ 

Soon after his return, he received a visit from the 
odebrated D*Alembert, who was now at the height. 
of his reputation as a geometrician, and, what at 

* Towtn^n Bfemoira of Frederic HL 
t TUelmalc, ScmTenin de Vinft Ane de S^toor i Berlin. 
t M^moira Hie (orique 4ur la derail Annje de ki Viede FredoKfe U, 
pv le Gomte de HertKben. 
$ Towen*« MemoiFe of Frederic m. 
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that time was stlU move popidary as a phiiosopher. 
. Frederic, who, in spite of the trouble and anxiety 
vrhich Voltaire had given him while at Potsdam, was 
really piqued at his leaving him, had always had a 
wish to show'^that he could replace his loss without 
difficulty, hy calling about him other men equally 
celebrated.* Thus, upon the departure of Voltaire, 
he had recalled to his court Baculard d'Amaud ; and 
a still more obscure individual, called the Chevaher 
Masson, had been summoned to it, of whose abilities 
Frederic had heard a high charapten But he soon 
found that the talents of Voltaire belonged to him 
alone. Still, however, the wish of replacing him 
appears to have continued ; and it is supposed to 
have been with this view that the King of Prussia 
invited D'Alembert to Berhn. No two persons, 
their mutual want of religious belief alone excepted, 
could be more different than Voltaire and D'Alem- 
bert ; but at all events the celebrity of the latter was 
very great. Frederic also was anxious to find a 
president for his academy, as that post had con* 
timied vacant ever since the death of Maupertuis. 
When, therefore, D'Alembert arrived, the King of 
Prussia received him in the most flattering manner, 
lodged him in his palace, and made him brilliant 
. offers if he would attach himself to his service* 
Whether D'Alembert, like a true Frenchman, could 
not make lip his mind to live at a distance from Pa< 
lis, or whether he preferred the preservation of his 
independence, is not known; but he refused the 
pensions and honours offered to him by Frederici 
and, after a visit to that sovereign of three months, 
he returned to his own country. He continued, 
however, till his death to be one of his most regular 
and frequent correspondents.! 

The visit of D'Alembert to Berlin was followed 
by another of a very different kind. Mustapha the 

• Ewai tar la Vio et 1e IMne de Plrederle XL, pir PAbM Dwiini. 
t TUebanlt, SoOTenin de Ylnft Ani de S^Joor 4 Berttu. 
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Thifd, Emperor of the Turks, having heard of the 
fame of the King of Prussia, sent an ambassador to 
compliment him upon the glorious peace which he 
had lately concluded. Achmet Effendi, such was 
the name of the ambassador, arrived at the court of 
Frederic early in the month of November. He was 
accompanied by a troop of janizaries, and a very 
numerous retinue ; and he brought with him some 
fine horses, and various articles of eastern luxury 
and magnificence^ as presents for the king. Fred- 
eric received him with much splendour; and at the 
public audience of ceremony he gave l^im, when the 
ambassador made him hi^ complimentary harangue, 
the dress of the king was so costly, that it is stated ' 
in a contemporary account, which, however, is hardly 
credible, that the diamonds worn on his coat and hat 
on that occasion were worth 500,000/. sterling!* 

On the 4th of October, 176>3, died Augustus the 
Third, King of Poland, and Elector of Saxony. It 
had been the fat^ of this weak and unhappy prince 
to live through the miseries inflicted upon him and 
his country during the seven years' war, and to die 
just as a prospect of future tranquillity and happiness 
was dawning upon him.f His son, a deformed prince, 
succeeded him in his electorate ; but dying ishortly 
after his father, the grandson^ of Augustus suc- 
ceeded;' who, being a minor, was not in k fit state 
to pretend to the kingdom of Poland. A wide field 
was thus opened to the intrigues of the sovereigns 
of Europe, in the election of the new King of Po- 
land ; and Frederic w;as by no means idle upon the 
occasion. The Poles, at leatst a powerful party 
among th^m, wished to place the cro\|rn upon the 
head of Prince Henry of Prussia ; and with this view 
they sent the General Mokranowski, one of the most 

• Towen*t Memoira of Fraderic in.— Viede Frederic n. 
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powerful and most re^)eoted men of the jepubliCy on 
a mission to Frederic at Berlin. But the wisdom of 
that monareh was not to bi( blinded by the danger* 
ous grandeur of the bait which was thus offered to 
him. He refus^ at once and peremptorily the prof- 
fered aoyereigbty, and would not permit Mokranow- 
aki eren to see Prince H^mry. 

Russia was t^e. power which had the greatest in- 
fluence in the diet^ and the Empress Catherine was 
anxious to inromote to that throne the Count Stan- 
islas .Poniatowski, who, having first been her lover, 
and subse^iBently her friend, would be sure, she 
thought, to be the devoted riave of Russian inter- 
ests. In order, however, to accomphsh this, tAie 
required aid; and as France and Austria were in 
dose alliance together, and bad their own views re- 
spectmg the election, the empress naturally turned 
to Prussia for assistance. The King of Prussia, 
who was in want of allies, and who remembered the 
injuries done to him during the war by the eoMity 
01 Russiay^was as ready as the empress to eater into 
an dliance ; and, in i>rder to facilitate this, he di- 
rected his minister at Warsaw to cb-operate with 
tho^e of Catherine ; at the same time that a body of 
Mb troops hovered round the frontiersof Poland, as if 
ready to give effect to his negotiations. In the 
month of March, 1764, the treaty of Petersburg w«k 
concluded between the courts of Russia and Prussia; 
and in August of the same year, Stanislas Ponia- 
lowski was- elected King of Poland.* 
After the election of Stanislas, Frederic wrote hjxA 
letter of congratulation, which contains the follow* 
it^ remarkable passage. The sentiments expressed 
in it would, however, have carried still greater 
weight with them, had the election, a^ the letter 
would seem to take for granted, been a ftee and nn* 
biassed one. . 

* BnUiiMPB, Hiatoire d» l*Aiitrelil« dH la PologM. 
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** Yonr majesty must reflect, that as yon enjoy a 
crown by eiectibn,. and not by descent, the world 
will be more observant of your majesty's actions 
than of those of any other potentate in Europe ; and 
this is but reasonable. The latter being; the mere ef- 
fect of consanguinity, no more is looked for (though 
much more is to be wished) from a sovereign by <to» 
scent than what we are endowed with in common. 
But from a man exalted by the voice of his equals 
from a subject to a king, — ^from a man voluntarily 
elected to reign over those by whom he was chosen, 
•—every thing is expected that can possibly deserve 
and adorn a crown. Gratitude to his people is the 
first great duty of such a monarch; for to them 
alone (under Providence) he is indebted that he is 
one. A king who is so by birth, if he acts in a man- 
ner derogaUinr to his station, is a satire only on him- 
self; but a|i elected one, who behaves inconsistently 
with his dignity, reflects dishonour also on his sub 
Jeots. Your majesty, I am sure, will pardon thj*i 
warmth* It is the effusiiin of the sincerest regard t 
The amiable part of the picture is not so much a 
lesson of what you ought to be as a prophecy of 
what your majesty will be."* 

A contemporary historian concludes the narrative 
of the intrigues which raised to the throne of Po- 
land the young Poniatowaki with the following just 
observations : — *' The elevation of the Count Ponia^ 
towski, though 80 detested by the Poles, was afh< 
plauded by the rest of Europe. The women living 
m great towns, although for the most part, they are 
occupied with their amours, or with the intngues 
which have relation to them, determine, at present, all 
public opinions. They saw, of course, with pleasure 
a. woman who was but just herself placed upon a 
throne employ her power to give to her lover a 
kingdom bordering on her own empire. Thus whal 
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was romantic in the circnnistance caused the vio- 
lence aiKl injtistice of it to be forgotten.*** 

The state of the royal family of Pnisaia at this 
period was such, that Frederic became anxious lest 
the male heirs of his race should be extinguished. 
As he observes himself, ** the succession rested on 
only four heads, — the Prince of Prussia, the Prince 
Henry his brother, the Prince Henry, brother of the 
king, and the Prince Ferdinand, who had then no 
tnale offspring.** He therefore hastened to marry 
his nephew. Prince Frederic Wittiani (who, event- 
ually, succeeded him on the throne), even before he 
had completed the age of twenty-One* 

Frederic William was the eldest son of the unfor* 
tunate PriDce Augustus William, the next brother 
of Frederic, who died, as has been before related, 
in 1758. 'The selection of the Princess Elizabeth 
Christina Ulrica of Brunswick, as the wife of the 
young prince, was not a happy one. ' ' The off- 
spring of this marriage, which took place in July, 
1785, was an only daughter, who eventually became 
the wife of Frederic Duke of York. The irregulari- 
ties of the princess, partly, perhaps, caused by those 
of her husband, occitsioned a divorce in 1769. Fred- 
eric William remarried, in 1769, with a princess of 
Hesse-Darmstadt, who became the mothfer of the 
present King of Prussia, and of other children.f 

The young Frederic William had one brother and 
one sister* The sister, the Princess Frederiea So- 
phia Wilhelmiiia^ married the Prince of Orange in 
1767. The brother was the Prince Henry, who 
died of the srasdl-pox in 1766, at the age of etghteen^t 
The king was particularly attached to this prince, 
on whose rising talents and good qualities he dwelt 
with fond affection. His death was a grievous 
Uow to his royal uncle, who, upon this occasion^ 

« Ridbiere, Hlaioira de I'AMiehte d« la FiolotM. 
t Fralerie D., Mitm^^nm de 17fiS jn^nl 177ft. 
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lihawed more deep feel&ig than he wae generally 
supposed to be possessed of. He had determined 
to eoBseerate to his memory a eulogy, which was 
aiflerward read at a meeting of the academy ; and, 
as was common to him upon such oecasions^he sent 
for the professor Thiebault to copy and correct it. 
When Thiebault arrived, the king received him with 
ft countenance of deep melancholy, but at the same 
$ime with the air of a man who was determined to 
Blaster his feelings. In this he, to a certain degree, 
raceeeded while he detailed his reason for sending 
for him ; but when he attempted, to read the compo- 
sition to Thiebault, his voice faltered. He had 
hardly got to the fourth page before his grief became 
imgovemaA>le. He burst into ,a flood of tears, and 
eovmng his face with his hands^held out the manu- 
script to Thiebault, ^thout being able to utter a 
single Word. ^^ I took the papers,** says that writer, 
^ contemplating with resect and a sort of consola- 
tion this great man, who thus proved himself as «c- 
eessflsle as the rest of mankmd to affeotionH the 
mbst'toueiiitig and the most dear to human nature." 
After a pause of some minutes Frederic ejaculated 
with difflisulty, ^ You understand what I wish you 
to do. Qrooi night.*^ And thus concluded this in- 
terview, so honourable to the heact of Frederic; 
and froih which Thiebault came away with an ia- 
creased veneration for that monarch, bottomed upon 
his conviction of the sincerity of the feelings which 
he had displayed, and of his anxious wi^, had it 
been possible for him to have done so, to have con- 
eeaMthem.f 

The reet of the royal family at this time consisted 
<of Prince Henry and Prince Ferdinand, the two 
brothers of Frederic^ who had both been married for 

* ThielNiuU, SoQTMiira de Viogt Am de S^Jovr i Berito. 
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some time, but without any children. Of princesses, 
sisters of Frederic, but from their sex not included 
in the succession, there were th^ living, Philippina 
Charlotte, Duchess of Brunswick Wolfenbuttel, 
Louisa Ulrica, Queeaqf Sweden, and the Princess 
Amelia, who has before been mentioned, when treat- 
ing of the adventures of Baron Trenck.* Of all 
these, by far the most eminent was Prince Henry, 
whose name must undoubtedly ever stand high, 
both as a warrior and a man of abilities. The con- 
qfieror of Friedberg, of whom his heroic brother 
said that he wds the only one of the Prussian com- 
manders, during the seven years' war, who had 
never committed a fault, must be allowed to have 
been a grealt general. And if his contemporaries 
may be trusted with regard to his acquirements and 
talents in othet ways,he must evidently have bedn a 
prince who would of himself have rendered his house 
illustrious had his merits not been thrown in some 
degree into the shade by the superior abilities of hi$ 
elder brother.- 

Thiebauit^ who had frequent opportunities during 
the twenty years he passed at-BeHin of appreciating 
properly the character of the two brothers, has thus 
contrasted them with some ingenuity : — ** The coun« 
tenances of both the king and Prince Henry were 
much marked, and very characteristic. But the 
king had a handsome head^ which did not, however, 

grevent the expression of his face from being very 
arsh when he chose it; while the prince, who 
was any thing but handsome, soon appeared very 
pleasing. No one ever, perhaps, had eyes more full 
of life and talent, or with an expression more pene- 
trating, and at the same time more agreeable, than 
the first, and yet they easily became terrible and 
overpowering. The second had eyes which almost 
squinted, and at first sight appeared very stern ; and 

* iadnolitolloyal fliOMlbgiet.— L*Art de verifier 1m Dirtet 
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yet it was impossible to hear him tallc for ttro min- 
utes without forgetting this defeet* The elder 
brother had a turn of mind which was easy and 
sparkling, full of sallies and epigram^, natural^ turned 
to gayety and raillery; but penetrating, and if the 
expression may be permitted, prophetic, and pos- 
sessing that sort of fine,sse .which circumvents 
others aM partakes of the character erf deceit. — 
Prince Heniy*s understanding was of a serious kind, 
but without slowness ; he was fond of discussion, 
but without pedantry ; severe, but withotit malice ; 
delicate without fakeness; true and just without 
harshness or solemnity ; his finesse was onlv pru- 
dence, And was confined to the discovery of that of 
others, in order not to be overreached by them. 
Every man of observation would have been en- 
chanted to approach and listen to the kuig occa- 
sionally, and would have admired him. Every man 
of honour and feeling would have wished to pass 
his life with the prince, and would have loved him. 
The former scattered his intellect in' sboiety with 
profusion; the latter never failed to render it agree- 
able ^y the most' delicate attentions^ to others, and 
the most obliging civilities. Both of them were 
more than instructed, — they were learned: both 
had equally the depth, the extent, smd the fertihty of 
genius. Tliey have both executed great things, in war 
and politics ; but the one performed them as if. by 
inspiration, and the other with reflection and calcu- 
lation. Hence it has arisen, that the one committed 
many faults, but achieved many more great deeds; 
and that the other, having also done much, had no 
faults to reproach himself with. With jregard to 
their failings, the king might be repvoached with 
having too little, and the prince too mueh confidence 
m others. As to discretion, the king sometimes told 
too much from passion ; the ptince was never in-> 
discreet, except about what concerned himself pet- 
■onaliy ; because the first was -more naturally ini- 
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table, and the latter was onl^ frank. Both were 
very proud on particular occasions,— the king when 
he thought any one was about to be wanting in re- 
spect to him ; the prince when any on^ had actually 
TOen so. In military matters the king was bold by 
nature, and the prince from principle ; while, on the 
other hand, the former was indulgent and kind by 
system, and the latter by nature."* 

Prince Henry of Prussia, with a character ot so 
much independence, was not likely always to bow 
with submission to a brother, whose wishes were 
frequently very despotic. They had, therefore, pcca^ 
sional coldnesses and quarrels, but these never lasted 
for any great length of time.f As, however, their 
mode of life was different, they did not see much of 
one another. Aftet the death of Frederic, his suc- 
cessor, Frederic William, always treated Prince 
Henry with respect and confidence; and he finally 
died, full of years said honours, in 1803, aged«eventy- 

Prince Ferdinand of Prussia, the youngest brother 
of Frederic, was a man greatly inferior in ability to 
his elder brothers. He, however, distinguished 
himself by his bravery during the seven yeirs' war; 
after the conclusion of which, he passed the rest of 
his long life in tranquillity, taking caire of a consti- 
tutfon which, originally weak, had been greatly in- 
jured by military fatigues. He died at great old 
age, in 1613.$ His wife, a Princess of Branden- 
burgh Schwedt, after many years of sterility, be- 
came the mother of several children.| 

* Thiebault, 8oiiT60in de Vingt Am de 6«jMir * Beilfs. 

T In tbe ** M^oires dn OomM Lavalleitf,** recvimy piiblUiafI, It te 
■tat«d that Prince Henry of Piruasia was accustomed, alter bit brotber'a 
death, to abuae him and to disparaf e his talents. TUs, if trae, is a da- 
eided bloc upon both the cbaniQter and understandiflc oCtho frinca. 

i Mirabeau, Hiatoire Secrete de la Ooar da Barlin. 

^ Biograidiie Unirereelie. 

H Mirabeau, in his *' Hiatoire Secrete de la Conr da Berlin," speaks 
flms of their ]>arBncajEe:->**i,e Comte SohinattaUt AeBtUhomme com 
l^laisant de la rUnoMN Feidinand, eat le p6io IndobUaMa da dauda 
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The Duchess of Brunswick, the eldest surviving 
sister of Frederic, was a woman of sense and con- 
duct, fond of scientific studies, and possessed of 
much instruction. Her sister, the Princess of Ba- 
reith, has not left us a very favourable description 
of her character ; in spite of which it would appear, 
that she was much beloved by her royal brother, 
and by those who approached her. Her next sister, 
Ulrica, Queen of Sweden, lyas also a woman of 
ability ; and who had shown both firmness and feel- 
ing in the difficult situations in which she had been 
placed in Sweden.* The circumstances which are 
said to have led to her being placed on that throne 
are somewhat curious. 

The object of the Swedish ambassador, who was 
sent to Berlin to negotiate a marriage with a prin- 
cess of the house of Prussia, was to obtain the hand 
of the Princess Amelia for the Prince of Sweden. 
That princess was strongly imbued with feelings of 
attachment for the religious tenets in which slie 
had been educated, which were those of the Cal- 
vinists. She regarded with horror the change from 
Calv^iist to Lutheran, which would have been ne* 
cessary had «he accepted the hand of the heir to 
the throne of Sweden. In this dileoima she opened 
her heart to. her sister Ulrica, and demanded her 
advice to enable her to avoid the marriage. The 
Princess Ulrica, having first, ascertained the fixed 
determination of her sister never to consent to the 
condition of changing her religion, counselled her 
to make herself as disagreeable as she possibly could 
to the Swedish envoy ; to show the greatest haugh- 
tiness when in his presence ; to treat him herself 
with contempt ; and to endeavour to appear as capri- 
cious and as domineering as possible. 

This conduct, which the Princess Amelia pursued, 
had the desired efifect. The Swede turned from her 

* Mtawirw d« la MvfraTe de BsnML 



11V5.]. tim Cft FRADERTC IL 217 

attd be'gan to ofiscrtc? the Ihrincessf Criitpd:, tvros^ 
conversation and manners presenlfed tihe n^osf 
studied contrast to those of her sister. At length,> 
he demanded the hand of the ftincess tJlricaf for 
the Prince of Svreden. His oflter was fminediateff 
accepted by PJrederic> :«id with eqnal readiness by 
the princess herself. ' This acceptance oh the part 
of Ulrica astonished and frrftated Amelia. She 
thought her sister had deceived her, and that she^ 
had given- her the advice whfch she had acted upon 
in oiSer to secure for^ herself the static which had 
been destined for aiibther. Though me Princess: 
Ulrica seems reajly to have acted with fairness itf 
this transaction, her sfster never forgave her; and 
it was while smarting under the feelings of humilia- 
tion and vexation at mfe treachery whhA ^e thought 
had been practised upon her, that she first regarded 
Trenck with the eye of favour. Her state of mmd 
rendered her peculiarir susceptfble of feeHng*, to 
which she turned both for consolation antf Ven- 
geance.* It was, as has been previousty mentioned, 
at one of the i^es for the marriage of tfte Prittcess 
Ulrica, that the intimacy between Trenck and t&er 
Princess Amelia commenced, which ended sO' fatally 
for both. Upon Trenck it brought a long and most 
cruel imprisonment, and upon his royal mistress 
evils of a still more dreadful kind.f 

The Princess Amelia appears to have been en- 
dowed by nature with personal beauty, with alriSfties, 
and with the gift and the wish to please. Shortlr 
after her separation from her lover, she became sud- 
denty and prematurely old and decrepid. Her beauty 
gave place to wrinkles ; sire was almost blind; her 
limbs were paralytic ; and her utterance became s<r . 
much embarrassed, that it was with difilcuhy sh^ 
could be understood; her head shook vibfently ; and 
her legs could not support her body* Her mind also 

* Thietault, Sowenira de Vinst AAf d* MJonriBimiL 
t MAmoiretf dte IMnrto Baron d« Trenck. 
Vol. IL— T 
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became as much altered as her person. Instead of 
being the life of society, from the graces and ameni- 
ties of her disposition, she became solitary in her 
habits, and bitter in her temper; always decrying 
others, and always rejoicing in the calamities which 
befell them. With regard to her bodily infirmities, 
she is supposed* by taking poisonous drugs, and 
other means, to have inflicted them upon herself, in 
the perverseness of desp^r at her own sad fate. It 
is related, that her eyes being weak, hpr physician. 
advised her to hold them over the steam of a very 
powerful liquid, but to take especial care, at the same 
time, not to approach the liquid to her eyes. In- 
stead of attending to these instructions, she rubbed 
her eyes violently with it ; and the consequence 
was, that almost total blindness ensued, and that 
her eyes ever afterward had a most distorted aTp- 
pearance, and as if they were actually starting out 
fo£ her head. She lived in this wretched state for 
•many years, and died shortly after her brother Fred- 
eric4 who always showed her a much greater de- 
gree of attention and even of fondness than he was 
accustoined to bestow upon the rest of his family.* 
The eventual successor of Frederic, the Prince 
Frederic William, was a man entirely different in all 
respects from his heroic uncle. It could only haVe 
been in favour of his bravery, which was undoubted, 
that Frederic, who was in general so acute a judge pf 
character, saidof him, " My nepheW will recommence 
me.Vf Frederic William was idle, dissolute, low 
in his pleasures and habits, averse to study, indulgent 
and lavish from mere indolence, narrow-minded and 
prejudiced, easily governed, — in short, in all ways the 
very reverse of his predecessor on the throne.t It 
is true, that some of his faults and vices may nave 
arisen from the stern rule undejr which he lived ; foi 

• Thiebault, Sonyenire de Vingt Ans de S^jonr A Berlin. 

t " Mon neven me recominencera." 

i llirabaeu, HIsioirB necilt'e de la Coor de Berlia. 
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Frederic was so jealous of his interfering^ in any 
^ay with politics, and at the same time kept him 
in so harsli a slaveij, that the mere force of ennui 
may have assisted in driving him into the low de- 
bauchery with which his time was principally oc^ 
cupied. His conduct after he became sovereign of 
Prussia is too well known to require comment or 
remark upon it. ' 

• During this year* the celebrated Helvetins paid a 
vi^t to Berlin. This author, who is now compara- 
tively forgotten, was then in the full zenith of his 
notoriety, in conseq|uence of the publication of his 
work, entitled "DerEsprit." This pernicious and 
aORscted book had been condemned for its material- 
ism, by the pope, the Sorbonne, and the Archbishop 
of Paris ; and had been burnt by the common exe- 
cutioner, by order of the parliament of the latter 
city. On die other handrthe philosophers cried it 
up beyond measure ; while, the author was obliged 
himsdf to shrink from the storm, and to disavow, 
in more than one publication, the principles he had 
previously promulgated.! It is but justice to Fred- 
eric to say, that thoogh he received the author 
with open arms, lodged him in his palace, and loaded 
tarn with civilities, he was not an admirer of his 
book. In a letter to D*Alembert, at this time, he 
says, ''We are expecting M. Helvetius here : ac- 
eording~^to his book, the most delightful day of our 
acquaintance will be the first ; but I hear he is infi- 
nitely superior to his work, which, though full of 
talent, has neither persuaded nor convinced meJ"^ 

The conversations of Frederic and Helvetius 
were not entirely occupied with literary subjects. 
The former remembered that the latter had been for 
thirteen years one of the farmers general of taxes in 

t BiMTWliie Unlveraelle.— BMti sof U Vto 6tie ll«giiddi ntdarit 
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Fnuicts. In tbjs capacitjr lie discuraed withhim tlie 
|u»pal regulations of iiis kiogdom ; and it is from this 
lime* tbat the comrnencement of the system for the 
natter perx^ption of taxes throughout the Prussiaa 
.texrU^rieSy which continued to be acted upon during 
ihe remainder p£ Frederic's reign, is to be dated.* Li 
pursuance of this plan, and, it issupposed by the advice 
of Helvetiusyf the whole management of the customs 
|U94 exci^eii i(c», was placed in the hands of French- 
yuan* i^ho wer/e imported for this purpose. Th^ 
Jung';^ intexUioa in tms was, ihat the j^stem. which 
was grounded vgpon that of Prance, should be con- 
duct^ by persons who were already well ao(}uainte4 
with its bearings and details, which was not tb# 
pase with his own subjects* He was aware of th^ 
^any errors and abuses which existed in the cpltec* 
lion of taxas in France ; but he was of opinion tha$ 
be could correct these, and only talus from lha$ 
pountry that portion of her administration which 
was reaUy of ^ bepeficial Jund., the ifuportatioi^ oi 
such numbers of foreigners, at l^rge salaries, was 
pf course a yery uni)opular measure among the 
Prussians^ but Frederic disregarded the complaints 
pf bis subjects^ and persisted m his plan ; which ap* 
pears, in spite of the abuse which has been at yario\;i| 
times lavished upon it, to have been, npon the whole, 
crowned with success. This change in the system 
pf the collection of the Prussian imposts took plaps 
in the year 176«4 



f JBfM)i 9(ar In Vi9 ei le ftiogM ^« Fred^e H., Mr I'AbW OentoJl, 
> t In one of his eonTenttUons witb the kinf , Behretius said to lifm. 
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X Thiebault, Soavenlra de Vingt Ana de S^jour A Berlin.— Eaeai anr 
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Ttie Kiof of PranMi's literary Purenita— :H6 becomes •oqoainCed wift 
MOM German Writers— IJisturbances at NeufbbAtel— Territories €/t 
Bareith and Anspach— Meeting of the Em))eror and Ktnf of Pniarii 
•t Neiase— Negotiatioos— Tbey meet again at Neuatadt— Tlie Prines 
De Ligoe's Account of this ^Tent, and of ttie Conversations of Fred- 
erio— Frederic's Trooixr enter the Territory of Dantiic— Btate of thtt 
Liberty of the Pram in Prusna— Seaicity of 177»--Rredene'« Ow- 
dttct to the JesoUs. 

Hayino, in the preceding pages, given an account 
of the visits to Berlin of D'Alembert and Helvetius, 
it may not be inap|>ropriate here to allude 8hortl3rto 
the King of Prussia's literary pursuits at this period 
of his life. His Memoirs of the House of Branden- 
burgh had been written and. published in the year 
1746. It was also about the same time that he 
wrote his poem upon " The Art of War** (L'Art de 
la Guerre), which is incontestably his best poetical 
work. The Art of War contains many fine lines, 
and some striking passages ; but it does not possess 
that degree of excellence throughout which is ne- 
cessary to ensure permanent popularity to a long 
poem, upon t^e chamclers of generals and the de- 
tails of military tacucs. Those who read it gene- 
rally do so more from curiosity to see what has been 
written by so celebrated a sovereign as the author, 
than from the reputed merits of the work itself.* 

During the same part of his life were written all 
the lesser pieces of poetry, consisting principal^ of 
odes and epistles, as well as other smaller workfi of 
the King of Prussia, which were published at Berlin 
in 1700, under the title of " (Jluvres mel6es du Phi- 
losophe de Sans SoucL'^f Surreptitious editions of 

*lf£nioii9Hi«toriqiwdo Im dani^a Aan^e de to Via de Flredeite IL, 
Mr le Comte Herzbera. 
. ^fiaaiil8aflaVieatlaRognedeFredeflen.,FwrAbb«DMtlBik 
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some of these poems had already appeared in Hol- 
land, at Lyons, and in other places; and at was 
partly in order to correct the errors which had crept 
mto these, and partly to exclude various passages 
which might be displeasing to the sovereigns of Eu- 
rope and their ministers, that Frederic consented tQ 
Qie publio^tiot) of them in a collected and authentic 
totm.* 

As has been beibre inentione<]|i no sooner was tbe 
p«aG«i of Hubertabourg concluded than Frederic 
began his History of thd Seven Years* War; which 
was in some degree a continuation of his former 
bistoncal wo]ck> relating to the two wars of Silesia, 
which he had entitled " Histoire de mon Temps,'* 
Whw this was co^ipletedt he commenced the work 
vMcbis eptitled, "M^moires depuis la Paix de Hu- 
bertsbowg, 1763, Jusqu'a la flu du Partake de la 
PolQgnej ITO;" w>d this was followed by his His- 
toiy of the "Vvaj o( Bohemia in 1778, which was 
vrritten towards the end of his life,-and which cou- 
oluded the series of his historical works^ relating 
to his own c<^eer» and Xo the state of Europe during 
U[$ reign^ 

These volumes offer much to interest and to in« 
struct the lov^r^ df the history of, modern Europe* 
and the ^mirers of the hero who wrote them ; but 
they are, perhaps, none of t(iem equal in merit, elthei 
of Qonxposition or of amusement, to the earliest his- 
torios written by Frederic, namely, his Memoirs of 
the B^use of Bron^nkwghx The style of this lattei 
woj* is terse and concise ; whereas in atf the othera 
the inAnile details of military movements and civil ne-» 
gPtiationSf of which at present the result is almost 
aU that is important, are spun out to such lengthy 
that the interest of thenajrrjsitive is overwhelmed by 
thern^ A wish otlso to be fair even to his enemies, — 
a merit which is indeed^most remarkable throughout 
* twnnfu Memoirs of Fi94«toIlL-Thletaiili, SMnnMMdt VImi 
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ttie90 TolQineSy hat led the Kingr of Primna into too 
gen^nU a habit of praising those he mentionsy^Hi 
fault which certainly was not oiie of his general 
phara^^ter. ^ 

In the maturer period of his life, which we are 
now treating of, Frederic con^poaad dissertations 
and essays on various subjeois, as well as eulogiesi 
which were called for by the- death of friends and 
relatioiis. AU of these he was accustomed to have 
fead at the meetings of his academy 9 and Thie* 
^ault was generally the .person who was selectedi 
^rst to correct, and afterward to read them,* 

Nor was the study of poetry forgotten. The lore 
of writing verses was his earliest jpassion, and did 
not leave him pntil lie desce^ided into the tomb. 
As he expressed himself, when speaking upon the sub* 
ject, " For roe, making verses is my greatest pleasm«| 
it is a real enjoyment, and a perfect and delightful 
relaxation ; other studies, in comparison of this one« 
are only labours.'^f He stiU continued, and this tas^ 
also remained the same during his whole life, hi9 
exclusive admiration of French literature. It if 
true Uiat, during the seven years' war, while he 
wae passing the winter of 1760 at Leipsic, he made 
acquaintance with some of the most eminent literarj^t? 
men of Germany, who resided in that city4 Amoi^ 
these was Gootsched^ WincUer, and Gellert. A 
conversation of the king with the latter has been 
published, in the course of which Geliert recited to 
Frederic a fable of his own composition, which the 
monarch praised at the moment ; but it does not ap<* 
pear, that he w^s in consequence led to a more will* 
mg or frequent study of German literature.^ We 
are informed, indeed, upon the authority of the pre^ 
sentjl patriarch, not only of German hterature, but 

* Easai sur la Vie et le Regnd de Frederic n.t par I'Abli^ Denina 
t Tbiebanlt, souveniraxle Vlngt Am de 9il^fm i BerikL- 
t Vie d« Frederic n. 
|M 6ttr teVlt«toB«|S«di FM«il«Ii,|Mrl*AbM 
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of that of Earope, that the only German poet, or 
indeed writer, whose works were liked by Frederic, 
was Canitz.* 

It appears, from one of his tetters to D'Alembert, 
that the King of Prussia, for a moment at least, had 
become tired and disgusted with French literature, 
and had even had thoughts of tnmmg to that of other 
countries ; but if these ideas ever seriously crossed 
his mind, he certainly never put them in practice. 
"For this time,' my dear D'Aiembert, I cannot but 
think myself fortunate ? and, if you have a regard 
for me," you will be happy that I have escaped dying. 
The gout has made fourteen violent attempts against 
me, and it required great paitience and strength to 
resist so many attacks. At length I am restored to 
myself, to my people, to my friends, and to my stu- 
dies. But I must tell you, that the mass of trashf 
you have sent me has absolutely disgusted me with 
reading.^ I am old, and frivolities no longer amuse 
me. I like what is solid ; and if I could become 
young again, I think I should make^ divorce from 
the French, in order to place myself on the side of 
the English and the Germans.. I have lived, my 
dear D'Aletnbert, to see many strange things : I have 
lived long enough to see the pope*» soldiers wear my 
uniform, the Jesuits choose me for their general, and 
Voltaire write like an old woman. I have but little 
to tell you. Ih your quality of philosopher, I know 
you do not trouble yourself with politics ; and my 
academy is too stupid to furnish you with any thing 
interesting. I have just declared a new war against 
lawsuits ; and I should be more vain* than Perseus 
if, at the end of my career, I could succeed in de- 
strmdng this monster with a hundred heads.*^ 
Trie years 1767 and 1768 were principally occii- 

*M6molrMd«Goitlw. 

iNew publications fVom Paris. 
ObmiMpiMdiiuiwi de F^srie IL, Bol da 
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jxied by Frederic In intemal improyemeatSy and viaita 
to his different provinces, for tne purpose of inspect- 
ing personally into their wants^and capabilities. la 
the latter year, the tranquillity of thaf distant part 
of his donnnionsy the canton of Neufchatel, was 
disturbed. . The inhabitants of this small tarritoiy 
(who had been subjects of ihe house of Brandenbur^n 
ever since the death* of Mary of Orleans Longue- 
ville, widow of Henry of Savoy, Duke of Nemours) 
had always enjoyed the privilege of having the in- 
considerable taxes they paid to their soveneign c(4- 
lected by tax-gatherers who were natives of thehr 
own country. When the King of Prussia establish^ 
the new svstem of finance through his dominions, the 
taxes of Neufch^tel w£re farnied out to the highest 
bidders ; and these highest bidders happened to be for- 
eigners. The inhabitants of the canton resisted this 
innovation as an encroachment upon their andeijii 
privileges. The cause was rjeferred to the greal 
councu of Berne^ the tribunal to which was attribp 
uted the functioi;^ of decid'mg any difC^rences thai 
might arise between the people of Neufchltel and 
their sovereign. The council of Berne decided in 
favour of the KUig of Prussia ; which so incensed 
the peo'ple of Neufchitel, that (they murdered, with 
circumstances of tumult and great violence, their 
felloV-countryman Gauiot, who, in Jus capacity of 
the king*s advocate-general, had pleaded his sove* 
reign*s cause be/ore the Bernese council. The king 
endeavoured to obtain justice on the murderers ;ji>u| 
the judges, who were natives of Neuich&tel, acquitted 
them; and Frederic, who did not think it worth 
while to send an army across Germany to chastisa 
this handful of rebellious subjects, finally left tha 
decision of all their diifejrences to the republic of 
Peme.t 
In 1769, the Margrave of Bareith died without mate 

* In 1707. 
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heirs. As this event had been for some time fore- 
seen, and as there was also eVery probability that 
the margraviate of Anspach would share the same 
fate, Frederic had already taken measures for re- 
uniting them both to the crown of Prussia. The 
last time they had been severed from the other ter- 
ritories belonging to the head of the house of Bran- 
denburgh was at ihe commencement of the seven- 
teenth century, when the Elector John George had 
S'veh Bareith to his second son, and Anspach to 
s third. Frederic and his next brother, Au^istus 
William, had entered, in the year 1762, into a family 
convention with the two margraves. By this the 
king and prince guarantied the union of the two 
margraviates under one sovereign, in case either of 
them died without male issue. This concession was 
made by them Upon condition that, if the male line 
of both the margraves should extinguish, their jpint 
territories should forthwith revert to the Prussian 
sovereign. This event took place early in the pre- 
sent century,* when the territories in question be- 
came the property of the King of Prussia. In the 
changes which have since taken place in the divisions 
of Europe, Bareith, as well as Anspach, has fallen 
to the share of the King of Bavaria. 

It was during this year that the. King of Prussia, 
being at Neisse in Silesia, received a visit from the 
Emperor Joseph the Second. The latter sovereign, 
who had a great admiration for celebrity of all kinds, 
had been long anxious to meet the great enemy of 
his house ; but had been dissuaded from such a step, 
upon different occasions, by his mother, the Empress^ 
Maria Theresa.f At length he succeeded in grati- 
fying his curiosity ; and on the 25th of Angust the 
two sovereigns met.^ Frederic says, that it was 
the fears of the courts of Berlin and Vienna, at the 
miccesses of the Russians over the Turks, that occth 

* 1805. t ViedeFr^«rtcn. 
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sioned this interview ; and he also informs us, that 
upon this occasion, he and the emperor signed an 
act binding themselves to preserve the neutrality of 
Germany, in case of a war between England and 
France. He then gives th§ following sketch of the 
emperor: — "The emperor wished to preserve a strict 
incognito, and had therefore taken the name of Count 
de Falkenstein; and it was thought that the real 
way to do him honour was to conform in every 
thing to his wishes. This, young prince affected a 
frankness which seemed natural to him ; his amiable 
and agreeable character showed itself in a gayety 
united with much liveliness ; but wijbh the desire to 
learn he had not the patience to instruct himself; 
which, ho\vever, did not prevent a real friendship and 
esteem from springing up between the two mon- 
archs."* 

Frederic was probably not sorry to become per- 
sonally acquainted with the character of the young 
emperor; — upon the principle which dictated the 
answer he is said to have made to some one, wlio 
expressed surprise at the number of portraits of the 
emperor in the apartments at the Sans Souci, — " He 
is a young man," said the king, " whom one should 
never lose sight of."t 

' The king received the emperor on the staircase 
of the episcopal palace at Neisse. When they met, 
the emperor said^ " At length my wishes are accom- 
plished ;" and Frederic replied, " This day is one of 
the brightest in my whole life." At first, Frederic 
insisted upon the emperor's going before him ; and 
after some contest on the staircase, the emperor 
yielded, saying, at the same time, with much grace, 
" Oh, sire, if you begin to manoeuvre, I must yield 
to you, and go wherever you wish me." Afterward, 
at the emperor's earnest entreaty, all ceremonial 
of this kind was banished, and nothing but militarv 

* Mdmoirea depuis 1763 juqqn'A 1775, par Frederic H. 

t ** Cest on Jeane homme, qail ne faul pas perdre de TVe.* 



tmk Pfm observed; iff ctmssequevce of ^fch Vi^rf- 
efic had the precedence as the oldest general. Tl»e 
CTnperor dined with Frederic, and passed tfte momlTtjj 
with him inspecting; Ws troops. After t^o d^ 
fhas employed, the emperor relumed to hi3 camp at 
Kdin, and the king went to Bresfatr. 

Dnrinj^ the foUonntig year, Fi*ederic returned' tfw 
emperor's visit, who was at the time encamped at 
Neustadt, in Moravia; where, the King: of Prussia 
arrived on the 3d of September. It was upon fh^ 
Occasion that Joseph was accompanied' by the Prince 
de Ligne,* who has left so amusing an accmmf of 
fhe royal hiterviews. The imperial minister, Princft 
Kaunitz^ was also in the emperor's train, and had 
long- conversations with the King ot Prussia ; wiih 
a view of endeavouring to in<fnce him to side with 
Austria against the iiicreasing power of Russia. 
Frederic says, " Kauuitz detailed, with great em- 
j^frasis^ the system of policy of his court, which fid 
represented as a political cAeMcmvre, of which he 
was himself the author."! ft© ^pes not, however* 
tfppear to have persuaded the monarch of this fact, or' 
or the soundnesii of his peculiar views, at present.. 
The king adds, vrith regard to the emperor, that he: 

* Charles Joseph Prince de tlinw, Oiebeiul of an snd^t and iMafe^ 
tfibas niinify in tfie Low Conntries, whs born at BmsseTs \n T73S. At 
a military man, he earljr distinguiBtted hfrnmH* by hia brweff ; but it i» 
tA bis literary and conwrmtional talents thai be owesr hii) eelebiM]^ 
ffe appears, to hSYo been, by the common teslimony of all who knew 
htfli»one of the most lively and a^eatiie men^ hl9 titne; nnd ttmorig 
his voluminous writings, fbr n«ariy forty toIuitms of ihsm sre^ ptrtf* 
Usbed, are many written with a liKhtnsss a»d a grace which must en- 
sure to them a loni^ popularity. Sudi are Ms Narrative of the Journey 
of the Bmpress Catharine thnnigh itiefisuthem nirtWoTher Demtttioiis, 
comprised in a Series of Letters to the Marquise de Coigny ; hi» Acoofthtf 
of his Two Visits to Frederic the Great ; and a work, supposed to have 
pEScec«fed fhim his pan, entirTed** Viedu IrfneeEagene, ecrfte pur lu^ 
fnM«<" The prince died in Deotmber, 1614, at Vienna, whMe the coifr 
giiras was assembled there. A few days before his deaCh. he ssidy ia 
•Itasion to the fttos which wuiv taking pfaee, •« Le eongrds dtti96 ; 11 na 
marebe pas. ns aiment les spectacles ; eh bien ! Jm leur en reserre mi 
■ml, et tout neuf pour eat, . . . e'bst fi^ncsrrement d*ten fotd-mmelui !" 

t UimxAm^ rmiumpi'i m5,ptrFretotc tt 



ienrndi Yd» dnraetepHiRf sfame, fbaf he Ikacf Jod^cF ft 
to be, upon the oeeaskm of their fonner meetmg. 

H a^peam th«t Frederic 9(111 jpersisfed, to this 
nsst annoymce of tbe emperor, m pressing upon 
mm the honoias of BrecodJBiicy. To show hhns^lij 
aajra the Prince de LtoM, aweiMiadpHiied efector, 
he htsisted upow holdnip the emperors bridle when 
he got onliorBebaickr and then placing his foot in the 
tthrup. The eatpewTr oik the other hand, tfaoai^ 
leaff eevemoiEioin thsift the Itmg, showed the latter 
gnait deference and respect^ aTwFeacfit.as'was naturkt 
BN- a young prioert^eix^bft to an old king, and a 
yvnuig aoldier to one of the greatest general^ The 
eoroFersations of the two monarchs comprised sdl 
topics, even that Of politics* At most of thent 
TOB Prince de L|gne wav present ; and his remark i9» 
Ikat the eAperorwsb much more at hrs ease witic 
Ihe king than 1Sae latter was witfr him. "* One saw,** 
1b adds, '^that Piederie the Second liked Joseph the 
a«^coiid, but that the' preponderanee of the enfipirft 
and the. nmghboorhood of Bohemia to Silesra^ 
unsted the feelings which the king would other* 
wiae lunre fi^ for the emperor.** 

At^owsioi tbeae coniiersatione t'he subject tuider 
dnonasion waisr ^^ course of life ihe most to be 
wndied for,.if the ehoice were in our own powen The 
Pnnce de Ligne's opinion was: asked by the two' 
sovereigns. *^l told torn, that<I should like to be 
apvetty woman till thirty; then, a very fortunate 
ani! sdafo general of an army till sixty ; and then, not 
l^wmg exaictly what to add, a carainal till ei]ehty«. 
The king, who Ukes ta langh at the sacied- coUieg^; 
faeg^ to joke diout them ; and the emperor Joined 
iostfaift v«ry heartily. This supper was* one of the 
gayest and most agreeable I ever witnessed. The 
emperor and kin^ were without pretension and with^ 
onl reserve,, which was not the case entnely tho 
olflber day* they were together; and the agreeablis^ 
nMSiOf two meuHBO supevior in tfaennelveBrand often 

Vol. II —U 
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80 much surprised to find themselves together, was 
the most dehghtful thing possible.'' 

The Prince de Ligne had also several interviews 
tSte-k-t^te with Frederic. At one of these, the latter 
passed in review the characters of the Austrian gen- 
erals ; and 4t is pleasing to find him doing full justice 
to men who had been so long his formidable oppo* 
nents. He first bestowed great praise upon Lacy 
and Laudon, and then mentioned Marshal Daun. '* I 
told him," said the prince, ^* thati thou^t he would 
have been c(visidered^ great general, if be^had been 
only opposed to the French ; but that, having'to makft 
head against him, he had not been able t6 show him-' 
self to the best advantage, because he always saw 
him with the thunder in his hand, like Jupiter, amu^ 
hilating his army. This remark appeared to give 
him pleasure. He testified much esteem for Marshal 
Daun, and then praised General Brentano. I asked 
him the reason for the praises with which I heard 
he had mentioned General B^ck. ' I thought he was 
a man of merit' — * Sire, I do not think so ; he never 
did you much harm.'-—' He sometimes took my con* 
voys.' — 'An^ he sillowed your generals to escape.* 
-T* I never beat him.' — * He never approached near 
enough, sire, for that ; and I always thought, that your 
majesty only appeared to have a high opinion of hiniy 
in order that confidence might be reposed in him, 
and that he might have larger bodies of troops in- 
trusted to him, which your majesty could have taken 
advantage of.' — ^*Do you know who taught me the 
little I know in military matters ! Yoiur old M^^hal 
Traun ; that was a man, indeed.' 

"The conversation afterward turned upon the 
French, their literature, and Louis the Fourteenth. 

• That was the patriarch of kings^' said Frederic^— 

• A King of France is always,' observed the prince, 

• the patriarch of men of literature.' — ^ Ah,' said the • 
king, Uhat is a bad lot; they are the worst of aOl 
people to govern. It is better to be the patriarch' 
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of the Gteeks, like my^ister the Empress of Rnssia. 
nat brings and will bring her in a good deal more. 
That is, indeed, a religion which comprehends so 
many countries, and such various nations. . For our 
poor Lutherans, they are so few in number (hat it 
IS not worth while to be their patriarch.' — * Never- 
Hieless, sire, if the Calvinists and all the other seets 
were united to them, it would be rather a good post.' 
The king seemed to be excited by this idea, and his 
eyes became animated. This, however, did not 
last when I «aid to him, * If the emperor was the 
patriarch of the^ Catholics, that also would be no 
bad place.'^— • Very well,' said he, smiling, 'there- is 
Europe divided between three patriarchs; But I was 
wrong to have commenced this subject ; tou see 
where it leads us to. It seems to me that our 
dreams are not like those of an honest man, to use 
the expression of the regent. If Louis the Four- 
teenth were living, he would be obliged to us.' AH 
these patriarchal ideas, possible or impossible to 
realize, gave him for a moment a thoughtful air» 
and almost put him out of huihonr.'' The prince 
then gave the king a very entertaining character of 
tiie then Prince of Coiiti ; and adds, *^ This portrait 
seemed to amuse the king. It was neeessary to 
captivate him by some interesting or remarkable 
anecdote, otherwise he escaped from you, and did 
QOt give you any opportunity of putting in a word." 
Upon another occasion, the sufferings inflicted by 
the late war were mentioned. '^ ' I beg yoiir pardon,' 
said Frederic, * for having so often tormented you; 
I am also sorry for adl that happened on the score 
of humanity. Bat what an aamirable war it was 
for apprentice warriors ! I alone committed enough 
faults to teach your younger men to become much 
better generals than I am. — ^By-the-way, how I ad* 
nure your grenadiers ! how well they defiled before 
ttie yesterday ! If the god Mars wished to raise a 
giuid for his person, I would counsel him to taka 



fbem «t tonoe without aay selection. Do y^u kmnr 
I was also mach pleased with the ^cmiperoryest^Nhtf 
at supper t Did ym iiear what he said to me about 
ihe liberty «ff the pr^ss and freedoRi of eonsci^ioel 
Jie will be very different from all his food ances* 
kMw.'—- ^ I am suee* sir^ thai he is without prej«» 
diees, and that your majesty has been a source (tf 
great iostruction to liim.* — ^ He abowed his <&ap» 
fvobatioa yesterday with gi^at delieaey of tae 
fidaculous regulations respeetiiig publications at 
Vienna, and the too great ^ttachjuent of his ai0ther« 
tJbough wkhoutAamna^ her, to eertain points which 
floly icaase hypocrites. Bat, apr^ipos of that, iJm 
emptQ9» must 4etest you r^' Not at all, sice: ^am 
the •QOflitrary^ ishe sometimes scolds sae for h^ 
«rrors, but quite maternally. She pities me, and li 
B}»e 1 shall eventually chai^ ; and the other day 
lAe aaJMito m^ *^| do not j^now how you mana^ 
fat yon are the intimate friend of Father Gr^ki} 
Ihe fiishop of Neustadt always speaks well of jOMt 
and so iloes the Archbi^op of Meohlia; and evm 
(he cardinal like^ you T ^ ^ 

On one of the days the tv^o flCMnereign» paaaal 
together. Marshal Laudon, who dined with liieiai, 
wias not af rived when they sat down to table. Thia 

SVB the kin^ occasion to say» ^' This is contrary to 
i vsual ouBtom ; formerly, he often arrived befiM» 
me. Pray let hiaa sit here near me. I had alw^^ 
lather haiw hira «n cny side thian opposite to aae.** 
Afiber dtotter he desired <he Prince de Xagne to poiolt 
out to hm the principal officers fvesent, and e«pe- 
eially those who had served linder Marshal Tiaun* 
** < For,' awd he, * as I helii^ve I heiore ttM you, he 
was. my master; he 4;Drrected me ior the fiaults I 
eommiUed/'^Mrottr iw^ty was very vgngrakM^ 
then, lor you never recompeneediiiai mr hisIessQak 
In order to have done so, you itoiU at least have 
fdloired yomself to ha beaten hyhinv and I do nai 
wnambertiliat tfiat was orv tiie aase*^*-^l 
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was be'dcen, because I did not fight. It is thus that 
sometimes the greatest generals have carried on a 
war: for instance, the two campaigns of 1674 and 
1675 of De Montecuculi and M. de Turenne along 
the Renchen. There was no great difference be- 
tween Traun and the first ; but how great a one, just 
lieaven ! between the second and me !' ^ 

** I pointed out to him the Count d'Althan, who 
had been adjutant-general, and the Count Pellegrini. 
He asked me twice where they were, and then 
beffged me to excuse him,' for he was so short- 
sifted. * And yet, sire, during war, it seems to me 
your sight was not only very good, but very ex- 
tended.'—* Ah,' replied he, * that was not me, that 
was my glass.' — * Oh, sire, what would I give to get 
such a one ! but I fear that it would no more suit 
my eyes than the sword of Scanderbeg would my 
ann.' He went on, s^king the names of various 
persons ; and I told him those of different young 
princes, who had just entered the service, and some 
of whom promised well. • That may be,' said he ; 
•but I believe, in the empire, it is necessary to cross 
Ae races. For me, I like the offspring of love, 
such as Marshal Saxe and my Anhalt ;* though I 
am afraid, poor fellow, since the fall be has had on 
his head, it is not quite in such good order as it was 
before,— a circumstance' I should be much grieved 

* TlM General d'Aiihalt was, according to snrabeatit the eoQ of a 
cook-maid and of a boat of fttbera C* il eat n^ d^ne cuiainiArt et dMno 
Ibule de p^res"). Tbe aame aqthority atatea uat be waa flrat a groom, 
then a amuggler, atid then a apy. Tbiebault girea the following ac- 
eamit of bim :— '* He arrived, for a tUne, at a great degree of power in 
hia quality of adjutant-general to Frederie the Great. 1 do not^Hnovr 
bow be got the name he borer^or when and bow be entered .the army; 
but he certainly waa a man who poaaeaaed in a singular degree the 
qualitteaand the geniua proper.to diatingniab Umaelf in it. Hia aoo* 
fieption waa happy and rapid, and hia eaecution atill mora ao. A fall 
fkom hia borae, in which be waa ao aeverely wounded la the head that 
trepanning became neoeaaaty, and whioh eaoaa d o ceaaionally an riiena- 
tlon of mind, preranted hia being any longer aauiloyad.'' He appaara la 
ftareabown greac hunratitnde to the meinory of hia aovareiin and hen»> 
fMHraftvrliiAtetlkr ^ 

U9 



Ibr, both for himself and for ne^lor he is a man fiiH 
of talent.* T own I am glad to have rememheffed 
this, because I have heard foolish and malictoiMi 
people accuise the King of Prussia of insensibiStf* 
and aay that he had u(2 ap{>eared at all touched 6f 
the accident of the maa he seemed to love the best 
He would hare been indeed but too fortunate if thsf 
had only^ 3aid that of him, and not also chaiged him 
with beuiff jealous of the merit of Schweria aod 
&eith, and delighted when be bad got them killed. 
Thus it is that persons of mediocrity strive to lowef 
great men, in order to dunioish the vasrt space hf 
which they are separated fn^ them.*' 

The two sovereigns reviewed the imperial troops 
st^ioned at Neust^ together ; and it was aflter one 
of these military spectai^es that the Priuce de ligae 
says, ** I had almost forgot to mention a little oco»* 
sion I had to improve the good /eelings of the twe 
mouarchs towards one another. The kteg said ftp 
me, *I was very much pleased to-day at tl^ way ia 
which your columns were drawn outv and at their 
manmuvres.' — ^ And I, sire,' said Ij ^ at the coup^d^mil 
of tlie emperor, i^hidi was just and rapid, and he 
never miscalculated the ground and the distaiKeB a 
single sten.'^ At this moment arrived the emperoBy 
and asked th» king what I was saying to him* 'I 
am aure,' replied the latter, ^lie will not venture to 
repeat it to your majesty. I fear even I shall hardly 
have the courage. It waa, that we were both of tfate 
same opinion with regard to vtbe movement which 
you yourself ordered the hussars who protected the 
evolutions to make this morning. We were both 
gratified at aeeing with how much judgment your 
majesty placed them at the exact pomt where they 
o^ght to find themselves.' The kii^ soon spoiled 
this little madrigal ; and the epigram of his entrance 
into Bohemia, a few years afterward, was a good 
deal more in Y}m usual etyle.^ 

''One day,^ continues the Prince de Ligne, ''tiie 
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two soTefeifBS weve poouliarlv oonfidential to each 
other, ami talked poJiticB together. * All the world*' 
«aid the kiflg^ *camiot hare the same syatem of 
politics; It rauat'depead upon the 6itaation» the cir* 
eoinstaaces, and the power of each separate sti^; 
what woyld he good for ne might apt suit your 
auijesty. . I have sometioies ri^Led a political lalso^ 
hood.' — * What is that!' said the emperor, laaghtng* 
— ' It is, for example,' said the king, also lauglyng, ^ to 
invent a piece 6i news which I linew would be ^s* 
covered to be false in four-and-twenty hours: but 
that did not siga^y ; befi)i« its falsity was known, it 
had already had its effect.' ^ 

The extracts from the namtive of the Prince dft 
Ligne cannot he better concluded than hy one which, 
though relating to a small oircunastaaoe, is undoubt* 
edlv very characteristic of Frederic: — *^The king 
had dressed himseli; as well as all his smte, in 
white* uniforms* in compliment to us, and in order 
to spare us the sight of the blue, which we had seen 
80 much during the war. He had therefore the 
appearance of belonging to our army, and to the 
suite of the emperor. Thefe was, I believe, in thia 
visitv on both sicjlQS, a htUe fprsonality, some dis- 
tnist. and perhaps a beginning of bitternessr*- 
which, Philip de Comines says, always ha24)ens at 
the interviews of sovereigns. The king took a 
great deal of Spanish snuff; and as he tried to cleaa 
his coat from the effects of it as. well as he was 
able, he said to me, *1 aih not sufficiently clean for 
yon, geatleiraeai I am not worthy to wear your 
colours.' By his manner, when he said this, I could 
not help believing that ha would take the first op* 
portunity that presented itself of dirtying them with 
gunpo waer."t The event proved the justness of the 
prince*s opinions upon this occaaion. 

* Tha Austrian colour. 

t HMmoIrM et MeUnget Matoriqim el Uteralrw, pv lo Priiibe «§ 
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In the autumn of this year the Prussian troops 
entered the territories of the free town of Dantzic, 
seized upon some of the outposts, took possession 
of the cannons found in them, and maae a good 
many prisoners. They continued for some weeks 
in this manner encamped near the town. The 
reasons assigned by Frederic for this intasion were 
certain grie^ sustained by the Prussian recruiters 
from the Dantzickers, and interruptions of the Prus- 
sian commerce at the bustom-hoUse. This little 
ma,rauding expedition cannot fail to remind us of the 
one against the Bishop of Liege, described by Vol- 
taire, at the commencement of the reign of Frederic. 
After resisting for some time, and appeahng in vain 
for assistance to other powers, the inhabitants of 
Dantzic were compelled to submit to the terms 
which their powerful enemy offered them. These 
were, to pay a sum of money ; to allow the Prussian 
recruiting officers full permission to exercise their 
calling on their territdj^es ; not to harbourPmssian 
deserters; and, finally, to comport themselves ia 
such a mariner as not to give any cause of complaint 
to his Prussian majesty.* 

About this period, v>r a little later, Frederic re- 
stricted the liberty of the press in his dominions by 
means of the estabUshment of censors, or licensersy 
without whose imprimatur no work was to be pub- 
lished. But though the form of restraining the 
freedom of publishing was adopted by Frederic, in 
no country was the press really more free than in 
the Prussian territories. He was in the habit of fre- 
quently' exempting publishers entirely from the 
power of the licensers ; and whenever cases were 
referred to him to confirm penalties which had been 
incurred by unlicensed publications, he almost inva- 
riably annulled them, writing with his own. hand at 
the bottom of the statementf ^< My intention is that 

* ToiwmfB Manoin orFredoricrin. 
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Che press should the iree*" &0 UUAb abu urns he 
B(dicitous to j)i9event iheappeaniioe««f lAefe^^iBBt 
liimsdr or his govenuusl^ ikat upon one ocoaBloii 
he actually encQuraeed ibe ^pvbtioaikNi «rf a. vndrk 9f 
this kind. A publiuier in « i^oreign town had seat 
liim a maauacript copy of a iibel agaaast himfl^, 
lioping to obtain money firoia 4he J&ing ^ sla »i|^ 
pressiom ^ tar, hflrwcvef, was ^dmc iron 
complying with his intentions;, ihai heaent for one 
of his BeiUn puMlsheiis and gav^ tlie aianuacript to 
^im, saying* '^ I .advise you4o iNiblieh !ihis$ yoa wiU 
mal^e a good thing of it." 

The real history of the establiabnnea^ ^i oeasocs 
In the Prussian dominions, and of the ordiaBaoesm- 
ffictin^ penalties upon tfaepuhlisbersof Jibetls^'wliich 
occasionally appesaed» wa^ ^ fear ffbkth Fvedcfic 
liad lest other goveznmeats' should seek -te t)DBEi«l 
-with htm for satires upon them pilUi«lied within his 
jurisdiction. It waj» always, indeed, aAer acme 
representations of this Und had been made to 1h8 
government (and they wer« not imfir^quent tairards 
the 'end of his reign, especially .from the £Bi|ifceB8 
C;atherla€^ who was very sensitive v^n these Braw- 
lers), that fresh ordinances iqpbn the attfeject weia 
published. But tbe real and only ob^eiet of ^padeiie 
was, bv these threats of punishments«lo ooaipd Ifae 
publishers and venders of auch booka to use aoaM 
caution and secrecy in Ihe sale.of them* Ja this ha 
was for the most part ^uocessfuL* 

ISo ffreat, indeed, was. the political Ireedaps, aat 
only of the press, but also of couYersation at Berlin* 
tl9tt It sometimes caused much aatonisbment in tian^ 
eHers of other nations, wh^, before they ai!rEi«d in 
the Prussian dominions,, were only in^M-eflsed with 
the ai1)itrary natuce of thp form <of goveoramaiiit ihera. 
* Nothing suiprised, me jnore,'^ obBerves a wciH* 
known E^glisli tcaireller, "wheal fint eaawioBiir^ 

•YteaelMteielt 
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lin than the freedom with which the people spoke 
of the measured of goyemment and of the conduct 
of the king, I have heard political topics, and others 
which I shodld have thought still more ticklish, dis- 
cussed here with as little ceremony as at a London 
coffee-house. The same freedont appears in the 
bookseller^s shops, where literary productions of all 
kinds are sold openly. The pamphlet lately puh- 
lished on the division of Poland; wherein the king is 
very roughly treated, is to be had without difficulty, 
as well as other performances which attack some of 
the most conspicuous characters with all the bitter- 
ness of satire. A government supported by an army 
of 180,000 men may safely disregard the criticisms 
of a few speculative politicians and the pen of the 
satirist. While his majesty retains the power of dis- 
posing of the lives and properties of his subjects as 
his wisdom shall direct, he allows them the most 
perfect freedom to ^muse themselves with as many 
remarks or jokes on, his conduct as they please.'** 

The severe scarcity which visited the north of 
Germany^ in the year 1772 showed, in its strongest 
light, the sagacious foresight of Frederic. His fathetf 
Frederic William, had erected in various parts of his 
dominions viast magazines, which were intended to 
b^ave been only made use pf for. the provisioning of 
the army. Frederic had always considered them also 
as a means of preventing ttve horrors' of famine from 
falling on his subjects. With this view he was ac* 
Customed when com was low to buy vast quantities 
of it; far more than could by possibility be made 
use of by the soldiery. When tne price rose, if the 
dearness did not amount to scarcity, the king sold 
his com to advantage. If scarcity seemed imminent 
he distributed it in the way to afford the greatest 
relief to his subjects. Upon the present occasion he 
had foreseen the probability of famine, and had made 

* Dr. Moore*s Viewol Society and lfann«rt in Franee SwUurian^ 
•nd Germany. 
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saeh extensive preparations to meet it, that he not 
only prevented its pressing upon his own people, but 
was enabled besides to sell a vast deal of pom, at 
a great profit, to the inhabitants of the neighbouring 
eountries.* 

The King of Prussia attracted at this time ihe 
iittention of the other nations of Europe by his con-» 
duct with regard to the Jesuits* These reverend 
fathers had l^en much decried in public estimation 
for a long period of time ; but they had been always 
strenuously supported by the court of Rome, to 
i^hom they were entirely devoted ; and also by -the 
Catholic sovereigns, who found their casuistry and 
bxity of morals convenient in the royal confession- 
als.t But a conspiracy against the King of Portugal 
in 1758, of which the Jesuits are supposeid to have 
been cognizant, gave the first blo\V to their power. 
Carvalho, Marquis of Ponjbal, the prime-minister of 
that country, never ceased his persecution of them 
till he had driven them out of the Portuguese domin- 
ions. This was succeeded by similar treatment in 
France, where the Duke de Choiseul. assisted by the 
parliaments, deprived them of all their schools and 
est^lishraents, and finaUy abolished them as an order 
in that kiAgdom. 

These exstmples were followed in Spain, in Naples, 
Parma, and Malta; and finally Clement the Four- 
teenth, GanganeUi^ one of the mo^t sensibie and best 
pontiffs that ever sat in the papal chair, published a 
bull in the year 1773 abolishing the society of Jesus.:^ 
Upon this Voltaire remarks, ** All the Catholic sove- 
reigns of Europe expelled the Jesuits ; and the King 
of Prussia, though a Protestant prince,' preserved 
them, to the great astonishment of other nations. 
This was because that monarch only saw in them 
men who were peculiarly capable of educating youth 

* EMHd sor la Vie et le Regne de Fkvderie U, par PAbM Deolmi 
t Voltaire^ SMcle de LdbIs XV. 
t Lirea of AUwronl, Ripperda, and I 
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eultWated in hts doniiiH)&Mh^.^acept hj tawMpeUL Urn 
Ifaoiight them. useCui^ aad didi not (bar then* He i9» 
farded with the- sam*' fii^elih^ the* teachconof dkfe]> 
ent sects and religions, establishing the moBt nnii- 
versal eolenace as the firsft p€ i^il dogmoi ; more 
oe^upied with his army tbaa hi^ coUefleB, and bow* 
ibg very .well tlrat with his stildierB- fie coidd' foecu 
iaordeir all the: theologians; aad caring Tery tetlte 
vhether it was a Jesnit or a pvieat of another ofdeir 
who tau^t CioenDk aiuJIi Y ivgil ta the ** riskig ^ank 

IBUJOB."* 

In order to pleaee the cowt ol Rome,, with when 
Frederic wished to be upon good termsrhftpermitMl 
the brief of Clement the Fourteenth against the Jea* 
uits to be received in his dominions ; Mit he left tl^em: 
in possession of all theix establishments and instito^ 
tiofis, and eveareeeivedinaay of those of othef conn<*> 
tries,, who had been obliged to fly from the perseoir*' 
tietik which was raised against them^f He also: 
dureetod his agent at Rome to inform the pope tlat^. 
ae hf the treai^r of Breslan he- bad guarantied tfae 
religion of Silesia, in the state in wlmi it them ynm^ 
he mnst ever connder that the Jeaidts. wexeineUed. 
in this stipulation ; and he is said to hanre added, that 
as he was a heretie he did not eoneeive his hobness 
couU grant him a dispensaiaoii for breaking his wmd, . 
or for devftsfeing from the: duty ol amhonnt man oc' 
o£ a good. soveceigix4 

Ofi his proceedings' unon this sutijeet he' gave fte 
folktwing half-ssnoua, natfi^omie aecovot ia one §£ 

* Voltain, 8!Ma da Loub XV.--Pertmp« Fredarie. In hia anppoit of 
Ibe Jesuits, hadaome Iilriiing wiah to ahow hia eontampt of all raUgiona : 
to ahow that ba thcught^tAem and iMr profeaabra all upon a par, and 
omaUy below hia iiatio^. flUoh, at leoat. i» the maaninf of a aanienooi 
Of Voltaire, which haa not iMeo.quoted. U iaio ba bopadTbowavar, that 
ba-bad batter vteww and' ftalinfa 'r Char bomanlty^ Jolnad to a dealre of^ 
{Htomoting education among hia Roman Catholie aubjacta, led him to tbo 
■MaawaobBadaniad wMuTefaid to tba laaaiai. 

t Eaaaiaur la Via at la Ragne de FraMo-O, yar I?Abb* I 

i TowaM^i Mamoin of IMMrtrnL 
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his conversations with the Prince de Ligne : ** Why,*^ 
said he, '* have they (i. e.' the powers of Europe) 
abolished those depositories of the lore of Rome and 
Athens, those excellent professors of the humanities, 
and perhaps I might add of humanity; those late 
revere nd fathers 1 Education will lose by thi3. But 
as my brothers, the Catholic kings, and most Chris- 
tian, and most faithful, and Aposfolic kings, hare all 
driven them out, I, who am most heretic, collect as 
many of them as I can ; and perhaps some day they 
will pay court to me to get some of them. I keep 
op the race ; and I said to sonie of those about me 
toe other day, • A rector like you, my reverend fother, 
I can very well sell for 300 crowns ; and you, a rev- 
erend father provincials^ for 600 ;^ and so of the others 
in proportion. When one is not rich» one likes to 
make little speculations.*^* 



CHAPTER III. 

AOdn of ■Pttland->Dfttiirt«ncM in tbat Kingdom lbaMiit«d Inr II 
OonlMeration of Barr— Btrbaritieff eommUted by ibe Ruadiui Troopi 
nd the Zaporaviano— War betwoan Turltey and Roaaia— Conduct of 
Frederie— Sneeeaaea of tha Ruaalana— The Poliah Coofederataa de- 
clare Stanialaa deChrooed—NegoUatkma forthePartltfbnorpQland«-i 
Frederic mediatea between Raaaia and Turinir— Treaiy of Partilton-* 
VrBderie'a Improvement in Pmaaian Poland— Marriagea of the Grand- 
duke Paul— Reatleaaneaa of the Emperor Jeoeph— Frederic ill with the 
Ckral— Count Bodltt. 

It becomes now necessary to return to the affairs 
of Poland, for it was at this period that the catas- 
trophe of that unhappy country was consummated. 
And in order to do so vrith advantage and perspicuity, 
it will be advisable to cast a cursory glance at tine 
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tftaM «f Pokind, and he? relatione with other powers 
tot the few prevMMw ye^rs* 

Very kltaniy alter the eteetion ot Stanislas Fornax 
towshy the Empress of Russia had become dissatis^ 
tied with the eondiacl of her former creature, that 
sdrereigki. Staniste was a mesi of great ambition^ 
which had been nurtured and iacr^eased by the pre* 
&tkm of an Ital^ao aslrologeor at tiis birth to his 
mothet^ that he should beceois a sovereign; but he 
had neither the magiMmiiBity nor the force of char- 
acter to gtttde^ himself iA the stormy elevation to 
which he had beea raised.^ He therefore suffered 
luflMelf to be led by bis uoeles, the princes Czartou 
riDsky, whose object was to^ render the erOwn heredi'' 
tary.in their famtty. With the view of attahiing this 
object, they altered the ancient laws stod customs 
of Poland'; so that, from having been virtually a re« 
public, it now approached near to being an absolute 
monarchy. Catherine, upon this, took the part of 
those among the Poles who resisted these mnova- 
tions. ^ She sent to Warsaw as her ambassador a 
man of bad character^ named Saldem, who was in- 
structed to foment tW tHnMes which he nominally 
came to allajr.f 

Fredericv m the mean while, was nueh deposed 
t» maintain his tmion with Cathermey in 9^ <jf 
some slight dlllbrenees which had occurred between , 
them^ Catherine bad wished to inciade Englasld, 
Denmark, Poland, Svredefi, and Saxowy in the treaty 
oi Petersburg; that is to say, to form a league of the 
north of Europe against the south ; bttt to this pr0^ 
ject Frederic refused to consent.^ In spite of this 
sti1))ect of difYference, the Prussian nxmami w^ fti«st 
amtious to remain Well with hiepid^erM nei^MourV 
and to adopt her tiewsf with i^gard le Potafid; aiidt 
a (llfcfumstaBce o<icurred'at this l^e w&idi, by r«iM . 

* Rttlbiere, Histoin de I'Anarchie da Pologiw. 
^ ""** - - - — -p^|£ 
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4iruig bim pevsonafiy bostite to ttuBMiiat, b5«nd 
Um stUl cloMf to the Rusaiaii emfiress. Stauiislas, 
wliCMae Vanity v«s overw^eBing, bad had faopee ^riven 
hin by the imperial coort (bopss wbieb it is believed 
irmre never iiitelided to be Toalized), that he ehoukt 
iw pennitted to manriF an afdiducfaess. The King 
of Praesia disoovered thMe maninnvves, end was so 
jneewaed by them that he exel^med m his frat mo* 
ments of Bii«6r« ^ I will crash his head Ibr him with 
Ju9 WB erewB," Wxom this moment he became the 
^e bitter enemy fd PonaaAowaky.* 
, Frooi tMa time (1766) till its final paitiiloil, Poland 
)ieoame «ne CMxatifMied scene of tumult and eenfusion. 
Well may Rulhiere call his work a History of the 
AmtKnhy a/ Mand ; a fiUer term could net be dfsvised 
lo^xpress the state of this mihappy eoantiy. Civil 
urar, rehffiolis perae'eotiea and intolcvance, the artfiil 
M^ mieshieTOiis intrigueii of sovereigns who songfht 
the dismeffibermeot ^ the kingdom, all eontribated 
io inftiet misery ufion its wretched inhabitants. At 
fycat the Riissiaa government, and Repnin it* ambas- 
jmMTi who had auceeeded Saidera, took part against 
ihe King of Poland ; subsequently, upon his making 
mibmlssioB to the empress, they sided with him 
Olfaiiiet that portion of his aub|ects who, indignant at 
Jbwsian domiaationv had &nmed themsd^es into an 
opposing body to the overweenianf insolence and 
tmnny of that power. This league was eatted ^ the 
jpOBfederation of Barr,** from its first act having been 
nigned at ^ hHjQe t6wn of that name in tiie province 
^( Podolia. 

The first meeting of the confederation took plaoe 
in Februarv, 17fi6, and the chiefs there assembled 
jaamed as their kader the Prince Radsivil, the mosft 
powerful nobleman of Pohmd. At tills time the Ruii^ 
fiahs had maav troops in Poland ; and the raising the 
jrtudavd of tile oonftderatioa was the signal for ajU 
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lowing these soldiers to exercise eyery kind of licen* 
tioiis cruelty upon the inhabitants. Barbarous as had 
b»een their conduct to the Poles hitherto, it was mild- 
ness itself compared to what now followed. The 
Empress of Russia was at this time threatened with 
a war with Turkey, that power having been much 
incensed by her interference in the affairs of Poland. 
Her object was, before this war broke, out, to telrrify 
the Poles into submission, and to exterminate tlie 
confederates. The cruelties, the massacres, exe- 
cuted by tde Russian commanders, under the express 
orders of their ruthless and bloodstained soverei^, 
the female Tiberius of modem times, make humamty 
shudder. 

Not content with the torrents of blood shed by her 
own semi-barbarous armies, she also incited the Za- 

Soravians, a tribe of the most atrocious banditti, who 
welt among the cataracts of the Borysthenes, to 
massacre the Poles in the Ukraine. These wretches* 
who lived by blood and rapine, w^re too happy, with 
the prospect of impunity, to execute the wishes of 
the empress. The Ukraine was entirely laid wasto, 
and the inhabitants put to death by means of the 
most inhuman and revolting tortures. The lowest 
calculation of the number of human beings who lost 
their lives in this indiscriminate massacre is 50,000, 
the highest 300,000.* 

But these barbarities of the empress neither tran- 
quillized Poland nor prevented the war with Tuitey. 
Towards the end of the year 1768 that power sent 
the Russian ambassador at Constantinople to the 
fortress of the Seven Towers, and declared war 
against the czarina. The emissaries of the Duke de 
Choiseul, who was now prime minister of France, 
had greatly ^sisted in exciting the resistance to the 
Russians m Poland; while at the same time they 
inflamed the cabinet of Vienna against Catherine, 

• BsKhteTB, HMoira dt r AnirditB d9 to Fil«fi% 
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: md Haired «p the porte to tak« iwMMaiioe vpon 
Rnasia for haTtoirt in the pursuit by the Russian army 
of Ihe Foliah confsderates whom they had defeated, 
iNirnt the t^wn ot Balta in the Turkish territory.^ 

Heanv^e, the wary Frederic ren^'aed perfectly 
quiet* His wish was, aa he expressed bimselfy *' to 
m the eaarina hwnhle herself^ by her different 
wais I eertaiii theit at htst, under theee etrettmetanoes, 
ke and the epurt ef Yieana must beqome the media- 

. lers between Catharine and her enemie8,r«~an oiiee 
whieh he by no means intended jto^ execute ifratai- 
leusly, ^ At the appreadi of this war (between 
Buaeia and Turkey)t which it wa)B impossible to pre- 
vent, and whioh eould not but infhienee^ the late of 
so many nations, the eondact of the King of Prussia 
waa worUiy of his genivs. Thirty years of laboufe, 
of sooeeeses, of glor^y aa army of 300,000 men in- 
wed to war under his own eyes, and unoeasfaif[|y 
disciplined under his.orders, and a treaaaie of reserve 
of mwre than a hundred miUions of livrBs,:^ ^^^d daily 
ioereasing by meai^s of his eeonomy, rendered him 
the master for the ftitnre, ta follow only his own 
wishes in the diflcient agitations of Europe. He 
was not afraid to announce loudly his pacific inten- 
tions, and hia design to avoid careftfUy every tiling 
niiioh might extend the miseries of war. At the 
same time he resolved to he faithftil to all the eo- 
gagementa of hia alliance with.Rassia ; to pay amm- 
ally the three miUions (of fraaos) of subsidy whidi 
he had agreed by his treaty to give upon the arrival 
of ttie present centingeney} and to restrain by* the 
terrors of his arms whoeirer ahoald seek to inoreaae 
Ihe embarrassments of that empire.'^ 

The requite afforded to the- Poles by the war bo- 
tween Ruasia and Turkey waa not of km^ dnniiov* 

' *Gim0i^Vtewoftbe Reign of FraderieU. 
t ** De l«iMer mwer li cfviiM" wu bis pbrai«k 
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The successes of the Basstans over the Turks were 
speedy and important. '* The generals of Cathe- 
nne,** observes Frederic, ** were ignorant of castra- 
metation and tactics ; those of the sultan hikd still 
less knowledge; so that, if any one wishes to have 
a just idea of thiscontest» he must represent to him- 
self a party of one-eyed people, who, aiter having 
beaten thoroughly a party of 4dind ones, have ob- 

. tained « eomplete ascendant over them**** The 
Turks, in a. snort time, lost several battles; the 
whole province of Moldavia, which was taken from 
them by Prince Gallitzin, and their fleet, which was 
burnt in the bay of Tschesm6 by the Russian ad- 
miral, Elphinston. These events were foUowed by 
the overrunning of Wallachia by Marshal Roman- 

« zow. These extraordinary successes of the Rus- 
sians .excited the alarm of all the neighbouring 
powers, and occasioned, as has been before men- 
tioned^ the meetings of the emperor with the King 
of Prussia in 1760 and 1770; as well as a greater 
cordiality between the cqurts of Vienna and Pdts- 
dam than had ever before existed. Frederic, who, 
with his usual sagacity, was anxious to put an end 
to the war, before the strength of the Ottoman Porte 
was entirely overthrown, contrived,* by his nego- 
tiations, to persuade that generally. unpersuadauble 
power to request the meditation of himself Snd of 
the court of Vienna, to arrange matters between the 
two empires. This occurred in 1770.t 

The Empress of Russia now again turned her 
thoughts to Poland, which had continued agitated 
by tumults and outrages ; for that unhappy people 
seemed destined, even when they had obtained a 
short respite from the violences of foreign tyrants, 
to be the ruin and the destruction of one another.^ 
On the 0th of April, 1770, the Polish confederates, 

* M«moire8 depute nOSJasqu'A 1775, pv Firatoic Q. 
t OUlimP* View of the Beign of Frederie D. 
i IsUlinv, HiBtoiN de PAnwehie de la Fol0gllk 
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who ^ondnued the warfare against Russia, declared 
Stanislas dethroned, and the throne vacant. A depu- 
tation of their number even went to Warsaw, and 
penetrating to the king atone of his audiences, pre* 
seated to him the act of the confederation.* 

The event was now upon the eve of consummation 
which was destined to give over a high-spirited peo- 
ple to the domination of^ foreigners, to dismember 
an ancient kingdom, to bring indelible disgrace 
upon the sovereigns who, having led her to her ruini 
partook of her spoils, and to afibrd an example of 
wicked spoliation, which ha^s since served for a pre» 
eedent in Ekurope for too many arrangements of a 
aimilar kind» And yet nothing that has been done 
subsequently has ever equall^, in rapacity and fla- 
gitiousness, the first partition of Poland. It appears 
&iat such a measure was first discussed,, in me be- 
ginning of 1771, between the empress and Prince 
Henry of Prussia, who had gone to Petersburg from 
Sweden, at the invita^tion of Catherine, in on^r to 
assist in the mediation and negotiation between 
Turkey and Russia-f Rulhiere entirely acquits the 
King of Prussia of having been the person to plan or to 
vQggest the dismeifibermeht of Poland* He observes 
upon this subject, **Theinc9ntrovertible testimonies 
which the author of this history has procured leave 
no donbt that Frederic, solely occupied by his en- 
deavours to avoid a war, without compromismg 
either his glory or his imperial ally, had formed no 
distinct project in his own mind for an invasion of 
the territories of Pcriand."^ 

It would appe^ as if this scheme had firsC sug. 
gested itself to the minds of the sovereigns who 
were to profit by it, from the force of circumstailees. 
For Catherine had certainly originally intended to 
rule the whole of Poland, throu^ the means of her 

* RolbiMvJIistaire d« I'Ansrebk de la FttkigBe. 
t OUIiOT*k View oftbc Beifn of hvdirie n. 
i BalhiM, BiMin d» rAiHRiy04e k Pak 



t48 Mxm ^ ruwDMftMC n. [1773. 

fmiMirv PeiriatowBki i fmd it wm onhr wkm riie 
ionod hofseU disappointed in tkis eiqteotalion Ihat 
fh0 iHi^sftidiied tlie notioii of division* and of attotw- 
19^ thoao wh«) CQold hag^e preTeatad the pirtiliont 
had th^y (leen ao i|iind<Hi» to share in the spoils It 
jtoovriom enoii^hi that Fredeytc,iQ his own writings, 
Im left itti ft opodoHuiation of his coiidiiot.wtth re- 
paid to Polandt which shoir* how ha himseK would 
Save regwpM such a traneftation had his interest 
sot ewis^ him in its favour* He ofi^elndoa one 
of Us eiMrty productions with the following i9m«rk« 
«^le eeptenee 9-**^ In a wQrd» it is 9^ disgiaeo end an 
ignonmy to toee one^s own territories; fuid it ie a 
orinmid iiUDstiQe and rapacity to obtain poesossion 
§f those to whieh one has no legitimate right*'** 

Prijwe Henry of Prussia hed repeived m^mg^m^ 
irofn hie hrother to endeavour* hv all mefms in his 
power»4mng hie amy el Pet^stNu^, Iq Moiatiftte 
th? Smprese Catherine upon all poinle wnm hare 
QpHi tlm inteirests^f.Pnissiat The piinoe ph^ 
hw pairt with- gresit dexterity* Qe ioend Catheme 
IP the inidat oik series of fltes»giveh in eomineeio- 
r^i^ 9( the Ruesien victories «^per ihe Tnifce* Be 
firiA his fpuri upo^ these and other «»ttem so tut- 
oeeeful^t that when he e^nie to telk to the emprees 
NPQQ poUlioirt eui«ects» he found her dispeeed to 

. oonsent to the propoeitions he wes chergod to eoake. 
Theee were, to i«quest her to permit » dow eyetem 
9t alliftnce hetween Russift and Pruseia, and toeow- 
pwmoAte te^ Frederie the conditions of the penee 
which was now in questioUt between Ruseia ned 
Turkey* It ie s^id. that on oqe of « the oceMons 

, when the priuce mi the emprepa were ooulmiig 

. feogelboTb % 9ep«rt wee mentioned that the AvslHans 
h^Kl lijkeu poeeession of the Polish fortress of Osieii- 

.f|o¥ow« The emprees si^idi ** It seeeate, that in Po- 
land it is only necessary to stoop down in order to 
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pick up whatever one wishes !** This remark le^^to 
a conversation upon' the state and prospects of that 
country ; and thus, the ice being broken, the subject 
was several times discussed ; and before the prince 
left Petersburg to return to Berlin, the project of 
' dismemberment had, in some degree at least, assumed 
• a definite form.* 

At this time, as if to assist the foreign spoilers in 
their projects, the Poles were inarms against one 
another* The confederates, as they were called* 
who h^d formerly deposed Stanislas, had obtained 
'some successes. The assistance which had been 
given to them by France had, however, been almost 
entirely withdrawn, when the Duke de Choiseul was 
driven but of office by Madame du Barry, in the end 
of 1770. Still they were in arms in considerable 
numbers, under skilful leaders, and with improved 
discipline. But their good fortune did not long con- 
tinue : Suwarof, who now comipanded the Russian 
troops opposed to them, defeated them at the battle 
of Landscron^ and afterward^ by means of his 
boldness, his activity, and the "horrible cruelties he 
committed upon those that fell into his hands, suc- 
-ceeded in effectually weakening them, — a consum- 
mation which their own intestine divisions assisted 
in bringing about.! 

Meanwhile, Frederic was emido3ring his influence 
as a mediator between Russia and Turkey, and also 
between the ibrmfer power and the court of Vienna; 
the imperial government objecting to the exorbitant 
demands of Russia, which were to be satisfied at the 
expense of the Ottoman Porte.^ He thus secured 
the good-will of Catherine; who, finding that Austria 
^s not likely to allow of her spoliation of Turkey, 
nnless she herself got something in the scramble, 
and feeling also that the King of Prussia's object 
must be in a great measure the same, was led stiU 

*Rttlhlere,Hi0CoIi«del*AnarehiedeI«FMofa«. . f IML 
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more to think or th* paiiiMoQAf Ppbii4td8 a i9eill» 
pi satisfyiog these two ponrer^, Al^Uia* iod^^* 
had already )aid claim to sooie portion^ of Poland* 
upon the plea qf antiquated ao4 ohaol^te rkbts ; s»d 
the interviews of Pfince Lobkowitz with Oatberijme^ 
who ha4 boeo sent to Peterahiurg to di9<Miaa the 
Turkish peace, sometimes rolled upon these snbjects. 
Thua* by degreee, thex>rigina|ly conflicting interests 
pf the three powers led them aU ^yenti^y to yrifiik 
for the partition of Poland « aind the Aark apd tor- 
tuous negotiations of diplomacy completed wb$it 
the avidity of the severeignst the dissensions pf the 
Poles, and the ill^sneceas of their Turkish 9Ni(sah84 
9n tended tp promote,* 

The end of 1771 saw the 4anng attempt to seise 
the King of Poland at Warsaw, and to convey him 
to the headnquarters of the opnfe4erate8, fru$trate(|. 
In the commencement of 1772» the body of French 
troo)[)s who acM a^ auxiliariejs to the confederateifs 
seized iwpn the town and citadel of Cracow* TJi^rv 
they defended themselves bravely, but w^re at length 
obliged by the Russians to cfipitulate, and to beoomf 
prisoners of war. This last blow overwhelmed th0 
ponfeder^tes, who, disunited and weakened^ in fac4 
from this mpment ceased to h^ve the slightest ppwi^r 
while the league of their comqaoqi enemies MW^ 
^yery day becpmiog more united. 

The slowness and irresolution of the cport p| 
Russia, whiqh did not like giving op any pari ol 
Poland to othera, delayed for some months th^ fin^l 
didstiny of that unhappy ffountry ; M the King of 
Prussia, who wM. anxious for the ^^ondusioQ of thft 
9fiair, was so urgent, that he finally apraPjM 9 coih 
y^ntioii between the empress a04 himself, ip Feh» 
niary, 1772, by which tne boundaries of their r^ 
spective aggrandisements were defined. This agnee^ 
Mpt WB9 also somewhat h4is^ne4 by Ae n^vath^ll 
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amved o the tiroops of the empress-queen naviof > 
token possession of that part of Poland caUed the 
lordship of Zips, which at. once showed Catherine- 
that further delays might be dangerous.* Subse* 
miently, the revolution brought about iA (Sweden (ia 
August, 17791) by the skilful management of the youna 
kingv Gustavus the Thirds nephew of the. King of 
f^russia.( which, by restoring the aknosi extinci 
power of the monarcity^ took away the inihience 
which Russia had exercised, through the means 6t 
a venal oligarchy )9 also tended to make the &t^ 
press of Russia the more anxious to bring to an 
amicable conclusion het negotiations with other 
neighboilring powers^ 

The point the most, in dispute was the city of 
Dantzicy which Frederic was anxious to obtain, fiui 
the Russians said they could not consent to this^ as 
ihey had gus^rantied the independence of this liitio 
republic. Frederic at length yielded ; acware, as ha 
himself observes, that the possessor of the eourse of 
the Vistula and of the port of Dantzic must eventually 
obtain the town also ; and thinking that it was not 
worth while to delay so important a negotiation fo« 
the sake of an advantage which was, in &ct, only dle« 
tercedk% By this cqni^ention Prussia obtained p6^ 
session of Uie province of Pomerellia, a portion o^ 
that called Great Poland, the bishopric of Warmiai 
and the palatinates of Marienbourg and Cukh* Rus- 
sia ^ot for her share a laiige addition of territor)/^ 
bounding het former frontiers, between the rivers 
Dwina auid Dneister. By the same convention the 
dontracting powers agreed to invite Austria to par« 
ticipate in the alliance and the spoliation; and to 
assist one toother with men and money, in ease o^ 

,* M6nio!res depnit 1763 jtuqn^A 1775, par Frederic 11. 
t QiUWii View of the Reicn of Fredorie IL--JSnei rar la Vie etto 
RegMr Ktf ftvitrfts t.; ptr TAbVi 0enUUL— WmoUM dq>al* 1703 
>uqQ^ki779,MrFrederieIL ,^^_^ ^ . ^ 
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that cabinet^s resisting the whole arrangement.* No 
sooner was this convention concluded than Frederic 
began, through the means of the Austrian envoy, 
Van Swieten, to negotiate with the court of Vienna; 
which government, after some delays, agreed to the 
project, and received as its share the left bank df 
the Vistula, from Vielicza to its junction with the 
river Viroz, Red Russia, the palatinate of Belz, and 
a portion of the province of Volhinia.f Thus Aus- 
tria obtained an addition of territory amounting to 
25,000 square miles ; Russia acquired more than 3000 ; 
ana Prussia only about 900 ; but then the importance 
to Frederic of these districts, uniting ists they did the 
kingdom of Prussia with Pdmerania and the Matches 
of Brandenburgh, and thus, as it were, consolidating 
his dominions, entirely made up for the deficiency 
of their extent.! 

The treaty of partition between the three powers 
was signed at Petersburg on the 2d of August, 1772, 
and was followed by the declarations of the respeet- 
ive courts in defence of their indefensible conduct. 
In these documents, Austria and Prussia dwelt upon 
their obsolete claims ; and Catherine defended )iet 
appropriation by calling i( a just indemnity for the 
eare she had for many years taken of Poland ! No 
sooner were these measures taken than the con« 
tracting powers fell upon their prey ; and their re- 
spective troops took possession of the provinces 
which were allotted to them. On the part of Aus- 
tria and Prussia, possession was taken with circum- 
stances Of considerable violence and severity ; while 
Catherine adopted somewhat milder measures.^ 
An Enjjhsh traveller observes, when speakfng or 
the division of Poland, that '* it is ex^emely worthy 
of remark, that of the three partitioning powers, 

* Grtmovd/Tableta de la Vie et da Regne de Erodoie le Gnnd. 
t RoUkicra, Hiatoire de PAjiarchie de la Pologne. 
i Orimoord, Tableau de la Vie ec da Regue de Frederie le GmiA. 
f BnUUera, Hlfltoire de r Anarehie de la ^lofoe. 
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Prassia was fonneriy in a state of vaasalace to the 
republic; Russia once saw its capital and throne 
possessed by the Poles; and Austna« scarcely a cen« 
tary ago» was indebted to a sovereign of this coun- 
try for the preservation of its metropolis! and almost 
for its very existence."* ^ 

The unresisting and incapable . Stanislas wa;3 at 
length roused to a sense .of his desolate situation. 
He had always treated the rumours of a partition 
of his kingdom as chimerical ; but the truth now 
burst upon hi^m in all its bitterness. He addressed 
to the different courts of Europe a protest agailist 
the partition ; and then convoked the few members 
of the Polish senate who could be got together, 
with a view of suggesting to them the assembling 
of the diet. This latter event took place in April, 
1773, after the senate, whose patriotic debates did 
not suit the wishes of the invaders of Poland, had 
been dispersed by the united troops of the three 
powers on the 3d of February, 1773.t 

The diet at first appeared inclined to follow ihe 
course which the senate had adopted; but sur- 
rounded by foreign troops, and assailed by persua- 
sion, intimidation,, and corruption, they were at 
length obliged to do the bidding of those whom forr 
tune had rendered their masters. Commissioners 
were appointed by the^diet for the purpose of ar- 
ranging matters with Stackelberg, Benot, and Re- 
wiski, thQ envoys of Russia, Prussia, and Austria. 
These ministers told the diet plainly, that any one 
who .opposed their wishes would be co^sjidered as 
the enemy of his couhtry and of the three powers. 
If opposition to the spoliation of the latter was con- 
tinued, it was announced to the diet that the troops 
of the contracting powers would at once take pos- 
session of the whole kingdom ; but if the provinces 
which each wished for were without ctielay secured 

t RiaMenftHlAoindtrAiMRliitdtlaM^pt 

Vol. n.— Y 



to th6m, Hhefr maje8tl<^8 ^^te mtXttt^ f^JpimAtjf 
the tefnainde^ of Che kingdom >fo %he Po^Iids.* 

After consictotaMe delays mi -^M6oMes, lUd 
treaty of cessiofn between' thfe dii^t 'tfhd (he -itmidfiig 
sorereigns was ratified on the 6th ^of August. Hf 
this act, in addition to the distnembtfmielnit of the 
kingdoni, the Poles gieve xxp ib thfe naiiKs of the 
lepnMic the reversion, in es^ of failifiie of tnM 
hehrs, of the kingdom of Pnissia, tmd <if 'the }fi«fs^ 
Latienbotfrg, O^utow, ahd Draheim, belonging to th6 
house of Brandenburgh. HVhile, on the ofhefr haijd, 
iM King of PifiTSSia pYomised to preserve -the ft6b 
exercise of the Catholic religion in thkit^pOFliOti c^ 
Poland which fe^ to his share.")- 

At the satne time the allied SOVerlsigtis obHi^tl 
the diet to take into their cdffsidercition variouB inN 
provementB fdr the gdvemment df thtit part of Po* 
land which was to remain independcitit. With this 
view a permanent ijotmdilwas'establisftied to MtN 
4uct public affairs ; an income fdr the'tidminal fSfhft 
Stanislas was fixed ; and the number oftYoops which 
Ihe republic was to keep up was regulated. But Ihe 
diet threw aa much delay as they were able itifb 
Ihe exe<iutiOn'of these determinations xUir they 'had 
hi»pes that the ill-success which the Russians TM 
latterly liad against the Tuiks might citable theth, 
eventuajly, f o get rid of the humiliating conditidfft 
which had been imposed upon them ; these tWb 
powetis having' continued at waV in spite of theme- 
diajlion of Frederic, and of the various negotiatid^ns 
whidhliad taken place. During 'the year 1773 fdr- 
tune'had rather ftivouted the Turkis; in additidh fd 
Whieh drcuinstance, the CosssH^ks of the Don, 
undet ^ugatchef, had Rebelled against their ^Russian 
nH^^tdris. 

^t'the hdpes ^Which 'these ^everlts ^i^ed'inth^ 

* M^moires depuis 1763 jnsqu'A 1775, par Frederic XT.— Rolliiere, Hi* 
tdre de I'Anarchie de ia Pologne. 
t M6inoirar4i]p«B 17«3)«KB^ i77$,]MrFrtd«iieIL 



m9M'. %i»ftftn^o{Fi;^4eriQj.^oi*Qr(B^fipotia^|iion 
iKa%S4»t Oft toot b«l|«re€^ t^jB liMrka 904 Rl»i$ia9»; 
aod a treaty; bigtdj^. a4^an|tag:<^9i^ tp t^Q Ht^v uraa 
qpncludie4: oik^. IQth of 4«ly,,1774.^ Tii^ ei^ent 
\||4LS foKpwed by* the de(aat^ o[ tb^ Qo^fH^k. and T^lh 
i^ iwwirgenjft;; aipd tbff Fq^s* 9pw le^ftr eqiirc^];^ ajt 
tj^ m^Fjcy of thf^ir sp^Uatfl^s, ^^re. obliged, at ono^ 
tia^ 8ubt|ut to, ^l)i theu" demsmd^. Tbff perJ^t^moff 
jHOw/BWk pas8Q4 .the^y^^^a 1775,^|i4 lj3[7^.i9i8qji9bW<^8 
]^ga,rd.ing: thev respectivd linait?^ AvCopnUog to ^ 
9poouiit giyeq) by th^qi^E^Lng qf Pispasia* th^ Amtam^ 
eojif^ wU)i a Yie w o{ inpreaeing' libeir 9h^Q q£ l^^pnr 
tpry, h^dnpadp u^«. qf 9ipQi9:'eqt fmp^. Tb^y.hai 
9too prqten464 to q^j^take the ri^QiiSj Sbcuw aod 
iodhfttfifi, 2|ad thvi^qxt^odei} their li^ilis.fiea'j.bey.Qpd 
wha^ h^dt beei^ s^aai^i^d, tp tbeiQ; i^ th^: tire^ty of 
(ftFtitipo,. f h|& Ki»g of Prugaia, upon, l)eii»ff roarfe 
«{Q4uaix)^4' wiiM» th^j qqodui^k cqQpeiye^i ]|if)l^elf aHr 
ijmp9^ to ipUow, t^eir exampt^^ He tbe^foxe? i»> 
eluded the di^tripts; qaUed th^ Old and N^^vr N^99 
j%]|j«« poj1]ip]>. The oouFt of Petqnsbiurg upooithia 
^xfj^T^diB^i Frq(Jer«p propaised^to, gi^e Up w^ial 
bA l>i£4 tak^p». prQiudqd t}^^ knpeititil' gpveimiiieaft 
^pidji dp tb^isaffi^ot Tbi& led to long a^d ipvQlypct 
|iegQti^ionfl^w^pb.d^%qd ti^ft fi^^l a^r^^Dgem^ntl 
C^ theijr i;e8pejQti^e li^iit^ till the. year lV7k wlik^ 
pei^pd raaiy 1;bfiiiefpre, b% takeq ^b^ th^ ppnc^siofk 
5/ the? fiiiat pwj^tioa. pf Pplafldf. E^cl>, panty pp tbi» 
P6p93ipai;eQe(ip4to» ^.ppi;tof Hieir de^t^deit 99A 
Qm, ky tb§ 9i»^ agreeflw^* of th^ #ppilfiW; ^a* 
^nam^^Bate^ ijip^ riij^} Qf F<;49Adi, 
. It oiay app^af^ ate tal; «g¥ «lwtiwg».Uiat tiiet 
Otih^r p<^wera o( Eiiflopft* ah^ul^ hajve pemUtedi the) 
gaj^oHi of PplaQ4 tp tnker pl^oe wMhpiit qnspiHigr 
apy ^m ii^iBi^mfk tpi a pqpci^eduig iRbip^n ia adrv 
4iit4pik tot M^t «i!»i¥fi»9t wy<^^ wm ^» m^My- alt 

* OUUet'e View of the Heign «r Frederic H. 
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variance with the principle in those days so ranch 
insisted upon b^ politicians, 'Of the balance of power* 
But this seemmff apath;^ of other nations will be 
easily understood when it is remembered, that the 
oi^y two who could have been able, from their po- 
htmal station, to head a combination against the 
partition, Were England and France. England 
was engaged in the disastrous contest with her 
North American colonies, which ended in their dis- 
memberment from the parent country, and was, bfr- 
sideS) under the rule of the feeUe government 
headed by Lord North; while France, ruined in 
finances, and hastening rapidly to her revolution, 

S Itemed till the death of Louis the Fifteenth br 
adame du Barry and her lover the Duke of Aiguit 
lour and afterward by that frivolous and Incapable 
old man the Count de Maurepas, was utterly un- 
equal to any exertion. England and France being 
thus circumstanced, the smaller powers were of 
course unable to attempt the slightest opposition 
to the rapacity of the great eagles of the north.* 

Although no excuse can be found for the conduct 
of the King of Prussia in the affair of the^dismem- 
berment of Poland, his manner of treating the prov- 
inces he had appropriated to himself may, perhajM, 
be considered as some niitigation of the manner in 
which they were obtained. No sooner was Fred- 
eric in possession of his newly-acquired territories, 
than he turiied his thoughts most zealously to the 
endeavour of making the inhabitants of them happy, 
and their country prosperous. Neglect and bad gov- 
ernment had nearly achi^ed the ruin of these natu- 
rally fertile provinces. In most parts of the coun- 
try the bams and cottages had fallen to decay ; and 
in the towns of Culm and Bromberg half the houses 
wanted roofe, doors, or windows. The plague in 
17C^ had commenced much of this desolation, and 

* QlOtai'k ^^w orUie B0ign ofFndeile IL 



(be la«ijw«8 of tift Pplps mi Ihe. vidwMk 9«tiH^ o# 

tice aiwosl; unk;9awQ>. T]ijb«9> W9^ np r^gulav post 
^ lettjers ; 9^ ^jn«a. \he, v^mi B^e#e^i^ artis^nSf 
8iu^ as ca,]fp€ai^t«E!9t tailors^ aq^ blackifinii^ wejre. 
exceedingly lare, a.s^ ^^IWSLi^yviMoi i)^^ y^^^aIsi Qf ti^ 
oomng^inityn 

Bui a few y«a^of \h(^ ^dJpraistjiaj^Ot 9I ^bjederioi 
oailS^d a niiarv^llous aw^liorati^ ^ ^^ Q^mMiiy^ ft 
was supplied with whatever it before w^ie4:*«n 

fkrm-hous^8 ii(#Ec^ lebuilt ^t the kiiig*8 exp«nse» asL 
y^^r^ also th)& ^o^w^^ Tlie gr^^t oa^ ^ Sromb^gij 
tioitiing the Oder and ^^ viatuJa, ii^ki^ hM beeo; 
steady mei^tioip^« wa«^ ^g; th^ wmhes. w<er» 
drained) cQn9,iiMk^ce\i^as fost^!^ ^ iip(i]^y^4) and: 
th^ trade of Elbpg, b«iD# j^fop^ty e«K>owag^i. 
bega^ ti» ^uriish, ^t 1^ 6lqpe^js& oi, th«( 0$ f^antzilc. 
II «iiiat t^r^i^ im(^^bte<Sy be. alWwedi I'M i» 
eipit^ of the iw^sl^iee whwk le4 tQ iili, ^ei cH9»g9 ta< 
t|ia, Poi«j8, fr^io, fonoin^ % part Qf theiir iwftya king-, 
dom ta be<!orni|vg sult^leot^^ol thatof Vri«saia> greatly 
i]^eH»ased the suqb^ of thew io^yidiial aif^ coUec^^ 
Ivappinefs.* 

l^ederlCj who wa9.aVv«ys<;)ia th« ^TfMi foiv oppoT•^ 
t^lE^ti^s to str^ijijgtheii Xhfi ailia^cjBMS. thut eii;ialed hth. 
tweea h^ pow^ul. i^^ig^^w 9^m^ »nd himselit 
aM yrho was a^are tl^,t th^. f^iiiprtes ^i^ai^d^)lea»94 
with hm on aCQQ^nt p( tbe^ iiff^r^m>9» which had 
t^^ place pes$)6cUng th& IHiJiah bo«iidariea« took' 
aAv^tage <if her wish ta make a QiarH%R^ for hen 
8Qn, the ifir^i^duHe P^idt lo nego,t|ate, with a yiew 
of obtai^iij^ Hi9i ha^ fpi? aomei prick^i^s cann^eM 
wijth ft© TQ3«il howa of Pnmi«3 Jy dial of ^agoi 
tiation he succeieded in giving ftei g99Ad-duke lo % 
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to the Prince of Prussia. The graftd-dnchess died 
the foU6winy year in child-bed ; and Frederic was 
again successful in marrying the griand-duke to a 
princess of Wurtemberg, who was his own great- 
niece.^ Upon this occasion Paul paid a visit to 
Berlin, for the purpose of meeting his bride there ; 
and Frederic^ to do him honour, produced all the 

Kt carriages and other objects of parade which 
d belonged to his grandfather Frederic the First, 
but which had not seen the light for at least half a 
century.f 

The restless ambition and activity of the young 
Emperor Joseph had'Struck Frederic during the 
personal interviews they had had together in 1769 
and 1770; and these views of his character were so 
strongly confirmed by future events, that the old 
monarch, naturally suspicious, became more thah 
ever on his guard against the intrigues and designs 
of the court of Vienna. Indeed, the impetuosity of 
Joseph in his wishes was such, that it was notdif' 
iicult for so acute an observer as Frederic to dis- 
cover his objects. A circumstance which occurred 
in 1776, and is related by the King of Prussia him- 
self, confirmed all his suspicions. In that year 
Frederic had been suffering from attacks of gout, 
which succeeded one another with rapidity. Van 
Swieten, the imperial envoy at 'Berlin, thought he 
had discovered that the king^s malady was a con- 
firmed dropsy. He sent this intelligence to his 
court, at the saihe time as^ring them that their re- 
doubtable enemy was drawing towards his end ; and 
that he thought he could state with confidence that 
he could not outlive the year. No sooner had this 
intelligence readied the emperor than the Austrian 
troops were in movement towards the frontiers of 
Bohemia. The intention of the imperial cpurt was, 
at soonf as they heard of the king*s death, to pene« 

* lUmobPM depaii 1775 jwqii'A 1778, ptf Frederic H. 
t Tllifbt1ll^ Sonvwln d« 1^ Am de 86J0W A Bftttta. 
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trate through Saxony into Brandenburgh, ahd thus 
to frighten his successor into the surrender of Sile- 
sia, '^lliese proceedings,^' as Frederic remarks, 
^ being done openly, became generally known, and 
did not tend to cement the union between the two 
courts, as may be easily imagined. The scene was 
a peculiarly singular one, because the King of Prus* 
sia, having in fact only had common attacks of gout, 
was well again before the Austrian army i was en« 
tirely assembled. The emperor then had nothing 
to do but to send his troops back to their quarters.*?* 
The following year Frederic suffered from a much 
more violent attack of gout ; but the imperial court, 
pfTOWQ wiser, did not repeat their former display of 
unpatience. This latter illness of the Kingof Prus* 
sia lasted during the whole of the winter of 1776 and 
1777, and kept him a prisoner at Potsdam ; but the 
severity of his sufferings did not render him idle. 
Thiebault relates, with surprise, the constant and 
laborious occupations in which he found the king 
eng[aged, in spite of his malady. The manner in 
wmch,.in Frederic, the force and clearness of his 
mental faculties enabled hirp to master and dis- 
regard bodily pain, was at all times, indeed, a very 
remarks^ble feature in his character. Thiebault tells 
us. that he himself passed the winter in question at 
Paris, and that returning to Berlin in the middle of 
March he stopped one night at Potsdam, aiid had an 
interview with the king. " When I entered," says 
he, ** he began by asking me if I had had a pleasant 
joiHTiey. Then he talked to me oT his own suffer- 
ings ; and then of the History of the Lower Empire, 
by M. Lebeau, which he told "me he had read during 
the winter* *I had the gout,' said he; *but for- 
tunately I had it not in the head ; nevertheless, it 
required courage to read this history to the end.' 
He then went into a long discussion upon the 

* N^moiTM depuis 1703 Jiiaqo'A ITTS, pv FMertc II. 
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aaeriiBk aiid draienta^ ef IM^ iabe^s nfmrk;?* upon 
irilich ThiebanH imarks, ^ It waft eurioua lot me 
tfy observe with what freedom oi mind Hm king kad 
yead this worit ift Ihe mid^t of Uie most a^zut^ SHfflbr' 
ingB ; to which nuisl be added*^ that, at 1^ ssroB 
time he had gone thtongih aHl th» esreftof goyemmg 
hie kingdom ae if he hsA been in perfect heatthy and 
had hesidee suoeeeded^ by va^wa eT a donhfe oet- 
neepondence which wea both oifibBull and Jehc^e^ 
lot make up the differences between Ceiiftt^ Hodata 
and the chapter of Qhmitz.'^ 

The Count Hoditz here mentioned was % mMe- 
man of Moravia^ much alt^hed to Frederic, and 
vho had married the do wa^r Margravine of fiaseiili^ 
•D auntQTthat«ovev(M|fn. Thekiagappeafatokheire 
returned the affection of Hoditz ; and it was. to him 
tiiat he addressed the eompljtmentary poetical epistle 
bsginning with ^e words, 

▲vex 1W„ Jeune enopre,^ oe <l«ng|ereax. ■^joar.* 

The epithet singtdier appears to have been AiHj 
deserved by the count, who, with many good quall^ 
ties» great inagnificence, and an absohit«; devotion to 
his royal kinsman, was one of the most eccentric 
persons possible. |n the end of bis days he settled 
at Potsdam, where be occapied the apartments in 
the palace which, till his death, had lodged Lox^ 
Harischal. He died at the age ot eighty. His dif% 
ihrences with the chapter of Oimutz related to the 
succession of his estate of Roswald in Moravia^ 
which devolved upon the chapter* Supposing th% 
eount, as was the case, had no male heirs.t 

* nMNum, SoiiTBBlf» d9 ViDft Ana de Mfjour « BotHb. 
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1777-1786. 

ntOM THE WAR OF THB BAVARIAN «UCCSS8I01f 
TO THE DEATH OF FREDERIC. 



CHAPTER 1. 

]>Mth oTtlM Elector of Blifvia— la^km of Ba<nuria by the AastriiM 
— Fnderie*! Remoiumuiew and N«goCiatio»i^His Corrmpoodenoo 
with the Emperor— He ooilecte hie Forcee and enters Bohemia— ftbre* 
ments of the difltoent Armies, and Sklrmiehee— Prince Henry of 
Proaola advancee towards Prafoe— Sacceeaea of the Prueeiana— 
Correapondenee between the King of Pnuaiaand the Empreea-queen 

^— The Prussiane retire auc^eaaftiUy into Winter-qdairtera— Frederic'a 
Bolofy or Voltaiia-ConcluslMi of the Campaign. 

In tracing the career of Frederic as a warrior, he has 
thus far only appeared to us in the light of a conqueror, 
who fought for the aggrandiasement of his territories 
and the increase of his power. A brighter passage 
of his lif(^. is now, however, about to be related; a 
passage in which he came forward as the defender 
of the liberties of the- Germanic body and of the ' 
rights of its princes, against, the encroachments and 
usurpations of tl^e house of Austria. There is no 
doubt that a wish to curb the grasping power of his 
ancient enemy, as well as to arrest the restless am- 
bition of the young emperor, influenced him in the 
course he took. But still there must have entered 
into. his motives much of the better feelings of our 
nature — compassion for the oppressed, and indigna- 
tion at the oppressor ; for he had personally nothing 
to gain in the war into which he plunged, and from 
entering into which his age, his former laurels, and 
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his powerful position in Europe would hare seemed 
naturally to have exempted him.* 

On the 30th of December, 1777, Maximilian Jo* 
seph, Elector orBa«aria^died,cliildi^6a; and in him 
extinguished the direct line of the sovereigns of that 
country. His coUat^ml' heir "was Charles Theodore, 
Elector Palatine, who was descended from Louis 
tljft. Seconds, Dwkft of ItaviMfi^ aod:X3Q|int.Palnttii%t 
(Charles Theodojce himself l)ad.no offspring ; and tht 
eventual heirs to the succession of both Bavaria and 
the palatinate were,, therefore,, tbg Dukes of Deux- 
Fonts, who were a branch of the family of the elec- 
tors palatine.^ Chfurl^ Theodore was a luxurious 
and expensive prince, given up to vice and profli- 
sapy, and uttei;ly ua0qj4aL to cQp9> with tb^ diffioub 
fies which were now. about to beset him. i^ was 
jfoor m conseq^uence. o( hi^. extraxa^anipe, an^ h^ 
gveatly impovecisbfid] the> p^tanate by gnindinghts 
f^oyje with taxes for the purpose ot snppQitting an 
unwieldy court,, apdi of buiUuig' v.ast pajfaces \mah. 
are now deserted. They, however, still remain, 
9Dd astomb. the tmweU^i by. their iiastness, and 
9tiU mon^ as ex^apiidinar^ piioofi».o£ tibe'OKer«e«»« 
11^ vanity aod ioUy o£ % llfttl^ 8<»veiietgn« 

The $tectressrdQwajB^<^ Saxony^ only sisteivof * 

Msi^iimiUan j;oaepbi.]Ai4 daini' to the allodial ft»p^ 

filff^ of the lat« etectaff': and hei olaim was.just)^ 90% 

* Qording to* the cons&tutiooSiOf liie* Germaiufi body;;* 

IjUt, iit \Kas, ovei!iiidadt b^ tilt# r^^ily' of) anotlUl^ 

daim^^tw This waa 9p. othar- t^aa the £mf»e»>D o^ 

, Qeirmasy^ That fovei»ign« upon tiw authodtrjD oP 

' oi^sQ^etOfiightSiiKhiffhitbe Vienna casuists iiili»pMtod 

89. th^y i^eased^ claimed^ all the fiefs, belongings t». 

i^ boHse of IBsfffoim; whieh^ il; wais ui^d^ Jiadt 

enpheated to bim^paciJy as empesoe, partly' asArclu 

_^ ^BMi aor te Vie et le Qefne dQ Fr^Me H., prr PAbM ^ofkina. 
tmmfJ^ Mfemoim of Fred^no IlL 



didce of Austria, and pairtly^as 'Kmg ><>f ^Bpbemia.* 
These demands, if sucoessfal, 'woqld have 'haft the 
new elector in po^ession of ^only about one-thifd 
ofhis teWit0rie8.t 

The tiimtt of Vienna, IV^ppears, had been pre* 
pared fbr the death of Maximiiimi Joseph*; and an 
aVnfy of 60;000 tnen wtas ready to iseize Upon his 
electorate. Charles Theodore .possessed no power 
of^esistanee, ahd^as therefore 'obliged to bend be- 
fore the storm; and, in consequence, a very few 
dayst after his snccetssion to his dec6nd electorate, 
M. Ritter,!his tesident at'the coUrtof Vienna, signed 
a convention, by in^hich the elector gave up two^ 
thitds of his efectdrate fto the house^ of Austria. He 
Was also partly led to this -submission by the prom- 
ises of the idmperor to'provide for his ^naiurai chil- 
dren, and partly by a selfish indifference for his 
k^irs^ Nor were the imperialists slow/in actii^ 
upon this forced agreem)9nt. A large body of their 
troops entered Lower Bavaria, and marching to- 
wards Munich, seised upon evefry place 'they' came 
to-; and made the feeble Charles Theodore tremble 
in his new capital. Another army entered the uppcnr 
palatinate, on the side of lEgra, and took possession 
dfit^ 

'But Frederic had not been an iunbotocemedor ill- 
hlformed spectator of thefmanceuvres of theimperial 
government; and detemined as he was, ifipos^le, 
dn defeating them, his first step was ttooffsr' his me- 
diation to the present as weU'as to the eventual 
sovereign of Bavari^.3P This delicUte mission he in^ 
trusted to the Count deOoertK, ^nephe w of the cele- 
brated minidtet df Charles the Twelfth of Sweden. 

« TU^vtutto MMKiin-orFratatevm/**«HliM^ Viewer tberRateii«» 
Fnderic U. I" , , , , 
t' Oiimoard, ^aUeati de la Vie et dtfRetflier ^TteiOAc le OMnd' 
t The coBYentJOD was signed on the 18th of January, 1778. 
$ CHIUea^ View oftheReipi of FMdeii&H. 
fl Tafwer»*B Meiiraife^f'FredericHL 
1W«Mtio.tt.^BMaokM«^lftaoa»i»<to^i7lf8 
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who was at this moment attached to the service of 
the Duke of Saxe Weimar.* Frederic, who was 
aware of the haste with which the court of Yiemia 
were conducting their proceedings, directed Goertz 
to proceed wit)iout delay to Munich; to prevent, if 
possible, Charles Theodore from signing the conveiiP 
tion, and, in any case, the Duke of Deux-Ponts, who 
was also in that capital. The Prussian emissary 
arrived at Munich too late to aitest the signature 
of the elector. The Duke of Deux-Ponts had prom- 
ised also to affix his signature to the act of hisrown 
disinheritance, and Goertz only reached Munich the 
day before the one fixed for his signature.f 

He easily persuaded the duke to give up his in- 
tention; and dictated a protestation, which the duke 
signed, objecting to the whole proceeding. At the 
same time the duke wrote a letter to the King of 
Prussia, entreating his assistance. The difficulty 
was, how to convey this letter in s^fetyto Frederic 
A monk, however, undertook the task, and brought 
it safely to General Goertz (brother of the di^uo- 
matist^and who was in the service of the King of 
Prussia at P6tsdam), by whom it was delivered to 
bis sovereign.} The states of Bavaria were also 
induced to prefer their complaints to the diet of 
Ratisbon ; and they urged, with great truth, sundry 
acts, confirmed by different diets and different em- 
peror^) in virtue of which Upper and Lower Bavaria 
were always to continue united. The Dukes of 
Mecklenburg and Wirtemberg, and the ecclesias- 
tical princes of Augsbourg and Salzbourg, who had 
small claims upon the Bavarian succession, placed 
them in the hands of FrederiQ. The electoral house 
of Saxony also implored his intervention ; and lie 
advised their stating their case, as weU as that of the 
Duke of Deux-Ponts, to the courts pf Petersburg 

^ EmbI kit la Vie et leRefnede FiBdarie 11., pir 1* AbM Denina. 
t Grimoerd, Tableta de la vie et dv Regne de Frederic le Oraad. 
i EMai aor la vie el le Begm d« Fraderic IL, par r AbM DntaM. 
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iMbA Versailles, in th* flwt iAStttnee | ifl o*flw t© *«. 
oovtnr the views of those powet* upon the siibje** 
In question. The Kin^ of Pmssia soon fonnd mH 
^at the Flinch ministers^ in spite of the matfiag« 
-of their king, Lewis the Sixteenth, with ti sister of 
tike enperor, were not anxious Ibr any aggrandi»e«> 
ment of the house of Austria ; and that they were iti 
consequence determined upon an outward neu- 
trality, which was really to be rendered as fatour^ 
able to the anti^Anstrian partt as possible. Cathe^ 
fine, also, was disposed to check the tiews of the 
Austrian cabinet* 

These points ascertained, FredeHc proceeded to 
put forth statements explanatory of the state of 
the case, in order to place his View of the sub« 
Jeet in the most favourable light, and tQso to pre«« 
fBxe the political world of Europe for the ^rt he 
intended himself to take. In one of these political 
papers, written by the Count Hertzberg, the righte 
of the house of Brandenburgh tothe territories in dis- 
pute were shown to be fully as good as those of Aus« 
lada. This was not done with a riew of enforcing 
liiese claims, bat in order the better to oppose the 
pioaecution of those of the court of Vienna.f 

The next step of the cautious monarch was i6 
Oik« in seeming ignorance, for information from the 
emperor as to his intentions, his claims, iftc. A 
defoliation was thus opened, which led to an auto- 
flttq>h correspondence between the emperor and the 
kittgv snd, subsequently, between the empress-queen 
and the king, which was conducted with great civil- 
ity on both sides; bat which did not prevent Fred- 
eric ft-om continuing his assertion of tne liberties of 
Germany.t The imperial and royal correspondence 
JBSt mentioned is well described by the Prince d& 

^ FlTBderic U.,.yUmoinit d« UiGmrre da 1778. 

T Ctmpattm dn Roi de Tvuf, 1719, 1T70, pirle Baron de flUtHM- 

t VjMderle A., M^moirM d« U Gnem de 1778. ' 
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Ligne in a letter addressed to King Stanislas of To- 
land : — " You probably remember, sire^ tjieir letters 
upon the subject of Bavaria; their .compliments and 
explanations respecting their intentions, — explana- 
tions made with great politeness ; and that from po- 
liteness to politeness, the king at length entered Bo- 
hemia !"• 

The empeior commenced the correspondence by 
a very civil letter to Frederic, in which he requested 
him to sign the convention, which he, at the same 
time, sent to him. In this document the Prussian 
sovereign was made to acknowledge the rights of 
itie house of Austria to the Bavarian territories, and 
w^s promised, in return, the recognition by the im* 
nerial court of his eventual rights to the margravi- 
ates of Anspach and Bareith. The emperor^s letter 
is dated April the 13th, 1778; and the king's answer 
is written froni Schcenwalde, on the loUowing day. 
It is of considerable length, and, though couched in 
the civilest terms, overihrows completely, by its ar- 
guments and historical references, the chimerical 
claims of the emperor. The king also tells that 
prince how much he respects and honours him, and 
concludes by observing, '' I confess that Bavaria, as 
far as the right of convenience goes, would suit the 
imperial family very well; but the possession of it 
by them is contrary to every other right." 

The answer of the emperpr is dated LittaU) April 
the 16th, 1778; and in it he principally endeavours 
to show that he has a right to make an arrangement 
with his neighbour, the Elector, of Bavaria, without 
being interfered with by other powers. He also tries 
to explain away the claims of the court of S.axony, 
of the Duke of Mecklenburg, and even of the Duke 
of Deux-Ponts; and adds the following half-com« 
plimentary, half- threatening sentence : — " I have 
learned already so many really useful things from 

* M^moim et MelAnges historiques et lit^raires,' par le Princ«do 
Lifnt< 
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jrour majesty, that, if I were not a true patriot, and 
if the thought of the many imllions of human beinffs 
who might suffer by it did not touch me, I sliould 
almost say that I should be glad to learn from you 
also to be a general. Nevertheless, your majesty 
may rest convinced, that maintaining peace, and 
above all with yourself, whom I truly honour and 
love, is my sincere desire ; and that I do not think 
that 400,000 brave men ought to be employed in cut- 
ting one another's throats." 

To this letter Frederic replied on the I8th of April. 
After some compliments to the emperor, he says, 
^ I beseech your imperial majesty noi to believe 
that, seduced by any foolish ambition, I have the 
madness to wish to raise myself into the arbitrator 
of sovereigns. Violent passions are deadened at my 
age, and indeed no longer belong to it ; and my rea- 
son has taught me to set bounds upon my activity. 
If I interest myself in the recent events in Bavaria, 
it Js because this affair is bonmd up with the inter-L 
eats of the princes t)f the empire, of whom I am 
one!" He afterward recapitulates the arguments 
against the rights of the house of Austria,' and 
aiiswers the new points touched upon in the empe- 
ror's last letter. Inoonclu^ion, he tells him, in. 
reference tp his compliment to himself, that, as a 
general, he needs no master; and adds, *^ If your 
unperial majesty gains victories, I shall be the first 
to applaud them. I only hope they will not be 
achieved at my expense." The emperor's next let- 
ter, of the 10th of April, is still more complimentary 
tluui the preceding ones ; and he promises in it to 
lay the reasonings and views of Frederic before the 
empress Maria Theresa. This is followed by the 
concluding letter of the series, from Frederic, and 
dated Schoenwalde, April the 20th, 1778, echoing back 
the compliments of the emperor, whUe he encour* 
8008 him to peace,* 

* (EaTrM poBtbiUMf de FVederiG IL 



At the same Um«, while thv$ preadbin; p4»am^ 
boUi parties were preparing fof war. The Auatriaoa 
conoeutr^Jtad their foroes in BQh^mia* and intren^hecl 
themselves in etrongr camps. Marshal Laudon av* 
xived in this proviaee about the middle of Mai«h| 
and proceeded to collect hia army. Shortly afti^ 
ward, the greater part of the Austrian troops which 
bad be^ dispersed in Bavaria, Hungary, and Italy, 
arrived near the frontiers of the Prussian domimons* 
It was calculated that more than 250,000 men were 
collected in Bohemia, Moravia, and Austrian Poland.* 

Warned by these gigaoitie preparations, Frederic 
vaa not behindhand in eollecting his foroea. In 
aoncert with the Elector of Saxony, who furaished 
a corps of ^,000 men, commanded by the Count of 
Solms^.he arranged his plans.t He formed two at* 
Rues of 80,000 men each, one of which he intru^ei 
to his brother Henry, and took the tommand ol tilM 
Other himself. That of Prince Henry was to unite 
Itself with the Saxons, and defend that etoetorateyia 
qaae the emperor invaded it ; while the kiag^a am^ 
was to rendexvouB in Silesia, in order to be withifi 
reach of Bohemia. The 4th of April waa the d^ 
fixed by the King of Prussia for leaving Berlin aaA 
going to fireslau.^: A few days before that period^ 
he cmled the general officers who were to serve in 
fiis army around him» and addressed them thua>*« 

^ We have all g^wn old in the career of arma^ 
and have shared together the gloriea and the fatiguea 
of our former wars. You are doubtless aa unwillmff 
as myself to shed blood} but new dangers, wi£ 
which the empire and my tenitories are alike mea>« 
aoed, oblige jne to take tha OMst effioaeioaa maaf* 
aures to dissipate the^ttareateiuiig storm. I cumot^ 
therefore^ avoid eallmg yon onoe more to defend' 
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your country. It wifl giTe me the most lively satis- 
faction when I shall have to recompense you foi 
your fresh services. I shall not appear during the 
campaign with a luxurious caipp equipage; you 
know 1 have never cared for such a thing. My a^5- 
tual infirmities will, however, prevent my making 
the campaign as I should have done during the vigour 
of my age. I shall, in marches, make use of a car* 
riage ; but on a day of battle, you may be sure of 
seeing me on horseback among you, as formerly."* 

When he set off to join his army, Frederic is said 
to have sent the following note to one of his prin- 
cipal ministers : — " You will find mo^ey enough in 
the treasury for the public expenses. I trust in God 
that I shall not long be absent, as I am, only gone on 
a small excursion, in order to teach a young gentle- 
man in the neighbourhood his military exercise !"f 
Frederic was also accustomed to call the war he was 
now engaged in, *^The lawsuit, in which he had 
gone, like a bailiff, to levy an execution."! 

-The day before the King of Prussia left Berlin, he 
held final communications with theAustriap envoy. 
In answer to some very moderate observations from 
the king, the envoy declared,.** that the emperor 
would not give up any territory that he had taken 
possessidn of;' that he would do justice to those that 
were aggrieved, but that he would never suffer that 
any state of the empire should erect itself into a 
juage and guardian of the others, as long as he had the 
power to defend his own rights, and to attack those 
who wished to contest them!" To this insolent 
reply Frederic answered civilly, and set off for Silesia, 
accoQipanied by his nephew the hereditary Prince 
of Brunswick. When arrived there, he caused his 
army to advance into the county of Glatz, where he 
superintended the works for the formation of a strong 

* Orimoard, Bsaai inr la Vi« et le Regne de Frederic 1L 
t iMKoWu CluuraioteriMk Aiieeddtn of IMMic II. 
iPrinoedeUgne. . 
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eamp on the faefghts of FischXowitz, amopg widch 
be intended to place his forces ; and it was while 
thus employed that he carried on the correspond- 
ence with the emperor, the substance of which has 
been already related;* 

Although the Prussiah army was ready for action 
by the beginning of M^y, the negotiations were still 
protracted. Six months, in fact, were passed in 
nruitless endeavours to come to some satisfactory 
arrangement ; but as the emperor, on 'the one side, 
was determined not to give up possession of Bava.- 
ria,'and as the Kiiig of Prussia was as determined, 
pti the other, nof to leave it in his hands, the arts 
of diplomacy proved vain. On the 4th of July the 
negotiation was at length broken off, and on the 6th 
the King of Prussia put his army m raotion.f 

In order to conceal his desTjg^s, that prince had* 
arranged his troops in a position which rendered it 
doubtM whether they would march upon Moravia 
or Bohemia ; but on the 6th they entered the latter 
provinee.t The king encamped that night on th^ 
heights or Kramolin, near Kachod, and waited fot 
the detachment commanded by the Prince of Brun^ 
wick, which arrived the next mourning. At the sariie 
time, Prijace Henry was advancing vdth his army 
towards Dresden, where he was to join the Saxon 
troops.^ 

The imperial armies, greatly exceeding in number 
those of Prussia, were^ commanded by Marshal? 
hncy and Laudon. The forces led by Lacy, with, 
whom was the emperor in person, were those which 
were destined to oppose the King of Prussia. They 
were encamped, to the amount of above 100,006 men, 
in strong mountainous positions by the side of the 
Elbe, near Kdnigsgratz. The army of Laudon was 

* MdmourM e( Melanges bistori^M et Utt^raires, par le Prince d« 

t^iderie n.^ Mteidiraa ds 1« «Mrm to I7TB.-*4assl SOT la Vie at to 

tne de Frederic II., parTAbbd Denina. 
Frederic II., M^moirea de la Qv/btk^ de 1778. 
ttrinoant Tableau de la Vie et da Regne de Frederic le Gnudi 
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vtatioiied b«lween the BHie and ttie UeVf and flureat* 

ened Lusatia aad Saxony. But Prince Henry of 
PruMia waa not to be kuiaudated bv these demon- 
^trationa. He arrived at Dresden wttheuftoppoaitaon, 
and from thence pashed forward detaciiBienta into 
Bohemia; while he himself, by a mastcdy and rapid 
manceuvreit enlered Luaalia, leaving a portion of his 
troops, amounting to 30,000 men, to eover Dresden. 
He then advanced, by different detachments, into 
Bohemia, and attacking the troops of the enemy, 
whom he encountered by the way, nearGabei, ha 
dislodged them, and took 1500 prisoners and six can^ 
none. He fortified the neighbourhood of Gabel,and 
left the 8azdns to defend it ; and advanced himael^ 
with the great body of the army, to Nimes, where 
he placed himself m a very strong position. This 

eovement, and the success of it,, fbr w^hieh the inw 
trialists were not at all prepared, completely de- 
ranged their plan of defence.* Laudon abandoned 
the posts of Attssigaod Dux, which he had occupied, 
and even Leutmeritz, thoiugh a foitiiied towrw Gen* 
eiftl Platen profited by this, took possession of Lecrt* 
meritas, and then, advancing lo^icarda Bndin, pushed 
forward his adyanced ghard to Welwarn, which wa» 
onj^ three l<»agues from Prague. The consternation 
in the latter capital was excessive; the nobles and 
others who were collected there fled, and the city 
was left fop some days almost deserted.f ' **• Military* 
nien,^' obscorres an authof writing upon this war, 
''eannot too deeply meditate upon this invasion of 
Bohemia by Prince Henry, a» well as the manner in 
which he deceived MarrinU Landon. Men of science 
in the art of' war will always prefer tfaie skilftil en- 
terprise to the gsain ef a battle.'*): It was under* 
taken in consequence ol the suggestion of FVedcrie, 

* FiQdQrifi n^ MdoMJrw dto kt €hiMi«dt 1778. 

t Cunpagnerdu Bail d« Prune, 1778, 1779, {Mur le Baron da Hotatt* 
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in order, if possible, to draw away Marshal Lacy 
firofh his strong position on the Elbe. 

Marshal Laudon, meanwhile, had fallen back to 
MunchengnBtz, and was now principaUy occupied in 
placing detachments along the Iser, with a view of 
preventing any enterprise on the part of Prince Henry 
agaihst.tne army of the emperor. That army had 
also been fully occupied during this time bv their 
Prussian adversaries. On the 7th of July, tne day 
after Frederic entered Bohemia, a skirmish had 
taken place between the advanced guard of the Prus- 
sians and the Austrian light troops ; and on the 8th 
the Prussian army advanced to Welsdorf, near Jaro- 
mirz, and encamped within view of the imperial 
forces.* The ol^ect of Frederic was to pass the 
Elbe, and that of the Austrians to pre ven t him. The 
skirmish of the 7th was followed by similar partial 
encounters en the llth, 14th) 23d, and 30th of July, 
which were mostly to the advantage oithe Prussians, 
especially that of the 23d. Upon^this occasion the 
Austrian general Wurmser ventured to advance with 
4000 dragoons and hussars against the Prussians, but 
was repulsed with the lo^s of 200 men taken pison- 
ers, besides killed and w6unded.t 

It was at this period of the war, and wh^n the 
Prussians bad already obtained considerable advan- 
tages, that the court of Vienna commenced a fresh 
negotiation with Frederic, which was carried on by 
means of an autograph correspondence between the 
empress-queen and the King of Prussia; assisted by ' 
the negotiations of the Sieur Thugut, who had been 
sent from Vienna to the royal camp, and in some 
degree by the mediation of Prince Gallitzin, the Rus- 
sian ambassador at Vienna. The letters of Maria 
Theresa breathe the spirit'of peace, and were accom- 
panied with certain reductions in the demands of 
Austria: but these redpctipnd were not sufficient to 

* Campagne du Roi de Pmwe, 1778, 1770, par ie[Baroii de Holtiendodt 
t GrinMm, Tableaa de la ^ et da Regn^ d« FraMo le Gmnd. 
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saiHafy the Piusmaa monareh. After t conpliment* 
wry comspondence on IxAh sides,, which lasted from 
Ihe middle of July till the lOtb of August, the nego- 
tiajfcione weze contiBUttd 9t the convent .of Braunau 
liN^tween Thiu^it and the Prasnan ininiMers Finck* 
eaeteiu and l£ertzbeig, and finally broken off on the 
1^ of August. 

It woida appear that Mmria Theresa was really 
fuunoua for peaee; perh^w she had some qualms of 
eouseieiice lespectug the justiee of the oceupatioii 
of Bararia. She was also undoubtedly frightened 
for the endety of the emperor, whose rash valour she 
thcmght wbmd expose him t» danger; and she also 
feared that the same quality in him woc^ be sure to 
prolong and envenom the war, and^expose the Aus- 
trian empire to fresh chances and reverses. She had 
at first not ventured to communicate her peaceful 
negotiations to her son ; and when at length she did 
90, his anger was so great that he wrote her word 
that if she made peace he would never return to Yi* 
enna, but would settle at Aix«la*Chapelle, or some 
spot at a distance from her residehce.* She then 
sent her second son, Peter Leopold, Grand-duke of 
Tuscany, to die army, in hopes that he might be able 
to inspire the emperor with more pacific views. The 
reseat, ho,wever, of this step was only that the two 
brothers, who had hitherto beeii good friends, became 
estranged one from the other.f 

The war continued to be one. of skirmishes and 
partial encounters, affording no decisive residt ; but 
in which the Prussians for the most part had the ad* 
vantage. In Upper Silesia a party of Prussians sur* 
prised* 14 their eaa^>^ two regiments of the imperia] 

and hit mother** gOTcmmeot, when, iri a letter to the fbrmereorereign, 
written in the yeer 1788^ he eaye, in the languace of adnlation, *< Votre 
m^leeli lai|^iM« 4 eOBUQeniift ift etodere d0 glMte pw veeifiter, dan^ 
gnerre de 1778, <m cabinet de Vi«imt(^^9^ eloifcle ptas^iMleX*' V^ 
i eelia de BmrUn, de VerwUtiab et d» FMtnliM«c.* 
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dragoons^ and cut the grater part of them to pieces; 
Xmboldened by this Huccesa the Prassians extended 
their^xpeditions into Moravia* and penetrated to the 
very gates of Olmutz. At the same time other de- 
tachments took possession of the duchies of J»gem- 
dorff and Troppau. But nothing could tempt the 
Austrians to leave their intrenched camps. Under 
these circumstances Frederic determined to advance 
with great caution, only changing his positions when 
he found that, he had consumed all tne forage and 
provisions in the country behind and around him. His 
view in this was to render it impossible for the- Aus- 
trians to take up their winter-quarters near the fron- 
tiers of his territories.* 

With this intention he remained at Welsdorf till 
the middle of Augu9t» when he advanced to the camp 
of Burkersdorf, near Soor, where thirty-three years 
before he had obtained a victory over the Austrians* 
During these movements the imperial army remained 
inactive ;, and Frederic, encouraged by this, formed a 
plan for passing the Elbe before his enemies were 
aware of his design, and thus effecting a junction with 
the army of Prince Henry. This manoeuvre was, 
however, disconcerted ; partly vjy the badness of the 
roads, which rendered the transportation of artillery 
extremely difficult, and partly by other circumstances, 
which delayed the movements of the Prussians till 
their enemies were aware of their intention.t On 
his side. Prince Hexiry had continued his successful 
manoeuvres and skirmishes ; but was equally unable 
with his brother to force his enemies to a decisive 
action.} 

Early in the month of September, the King of 
Prussia began, with his habitual foresight, to consider 
how and where he and his brother were to pass the 

* Firtdaric H., MtoioirM de la Ouem de 1778.-<»rliiiotrd, TWdMii da 
la Vi« M du Rcgne dm Fraderle le Grand. 
t Frederic U., M^moins de la Gnerra de 1778. 
i Orimnvd, Tableaa de la Vie at da RegMde FndMio !• 0i«n4 
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winter. They possessed none of the strong for- 
tresses of Bohemia; and besides, the country had 
been completely laid waste by their forapng^ parties. 
He thererore determined opon retreating towards 
Silesia ; and this determination once come to, it was 
necessary to act upon it without delay, for the au- 
tumnal rains had set in earli^er than usual, aiid the 
roads, at all times bad, were likely soon to become 
impassable^ The king and prince, therefore, having 
communicated together, commenced their retrograde 
movements simultaneously.* 

On the 14th of September Frederic quitted his 
position of Langenau, and fell back in the direction 
of Tratenau. His march, through rivers, defiles, 
hollow -roads, and over steep hills, and performed in 
the presence of a superior army, was any thing but 
an easy task. By skilful mansuvres, however, he 
managed to protect his army and baggage; and 
though the enemies, upon more than one occasion, 
attacked detachments of his army, they had Uttle 
cause to boast of their success. On the 19th of 
September the Prussian infantry crossed the river 
Auga on three bridges of boats, and the cavalry by 
means of a ford ; and then, without loss of any kind, 
encamped on the heights of Trautenbach.f On the 
Slst the whole army marched in three columns to 
Scl^atzlar. Upon this occasion General Wurmser 
attacked with superior forced the Prussian corps 
commanded by General Keller ; but after four hours' 
hard fighting, he was compelled to retire with great 
loss both of killed and prisoners.l 

Thus concluded the remarkable retreat of Fred- 
eric, which had occupied many days, and had been 
achieved without loss, under difiicuHies of every 
kind; but whi^h-his masterly genius was enabled to 
overcome. At Schatzlar Frederic determined to 

* FVederfe II., M^moires da la Ctaerre de 1778. 

t Ounpagneda Roi de Pnisiae, 177S, 1779, par le Baron de HoItaBendofff. 

% GrimoanV Tableau de Ta Vie et du Re^e de Fraderio la OramL 



tettiain imtil he had reoeited iiiiettig«M« t>f the sUfe 
arrival of Priace Henry in Saxony { atid unUi the 
aeason was so far<adyanced as to preclude the Aus- 
trian army, which had now placed itself near Gitschifl, 
from attempting any ejcpedition of importaiiee* 

Prince Henry broke up^his camp at Nimee on the 
lOth of September* By a feigned movement, as if 
with the view of pkdoigmg further into Bohemia and 
seizing upon Prague^ he deceived Marshal Laudon, 
who upon this marched towards that capital* and 
thus left the way open for the prince to letreat into 
Saxony.* This advantage was a most important 
t>ne for Prince Henry to obtain, as the natural AUb- 
eoities he had to surmount inreve not less than those 
encountered by his royal brother.f The PrusSiaft 
armv passed the Elbe at Leutmeritz, and having done 
eo, destroyed tin bridge in order to retard the pro« 
gress of their enemies, who had now discovered their 
real intentions, and were atrugglmg threuffh the bad 
roads with a view of overtdting them.t I& ^^ 
course^ of .his retreat the prince hi^ been obliged to 
bum a portion of his baggage to ptevent its faUIng 
into the hands of the Austrians; but with this eX* 
Option, his march was a cbinpleteLy suecessfai oBSk 
On the 20th of September a skirmish took phioe be» 
tween the rear-guard of the Prussian army imd the 
advanced guard of the Austrian, in which the fonaelf, 
beaded by Colonel Usedom, had the advantage, and 
obhged the Austrians to retire, though Hw. force of 
the latter amounted to twenty-one squadrons of .cav* 
airy, while Usedom had only Ave With him«^ ^ftet 
vteious nnmcsuvres of Prince Henry, and feints of 
Ugain tummg back upon Bohemia, which a^ain de^ 
oerved Laudon, and enabled the prince stiU to gain 
gfOiHid upon lum, the great body of the Ptnssian armj^ 

* Frederic II., Mimoires da la jSaen» de 1778. . 

t Grimoard, Tableau d» la Vie at do Begnade Frederib le Onnd, 
i OamyMBttdu Rot de Pmaae, 1778, 177», pvla Baitn de Hoteiitttel 
$ €MflN«rdL TAIM» de te Vie et di JtogM 4* Fnd«te l» «M1 
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entered Saxony on the S8th of tSeptember, and en* 
camped at Ottendorf.* 

This retreat was perhaps as honourable to Prince 
Henry as that to Scbatzlar had been to his brother; 
for though, in effect, he encountered fewer difficulties 
than Frederic, it must be remembered that this was 
owing to the well-combined manoeuvres by which he 
deceived Laudon, and thus got the start of him. On 
the 2d of October the prince placed his army in 
quarters between Dresden, Freyberg, and the fron- 
tiers of Bohemia ; while the Austrians, who had suf- 
fered great fatigues in their pursuit of the Prussians, 
decamped from Raudnitz, and took up the quarters 
in which Laudon designed that they should rest then\- 
8elves.t In this retreat of Prince Henry Generals 
Mdliendorf and Platen had greatly distmguished 
themselves, as the hereditary Prince of Brunswick 
and the Prince Royal of Prussia had in that of the 

While Frederic remained at Schatzlar, directing 
the evolutions of his army and conducting his varied 
negotiations,, he also found time to write his eulogy 
on Voltaire, which was afterward read at a meeting 
of the Berlin Academy. Voltaire had died, in the 
midst of his Parisian triumphs, ^n the 30th of May, 
1778 ; and Frederic offered with a willing hand this 
tribute to the celebrity of his former friend. He sub- 
sequently, at the request of D'Alembert, had a solemn 
service performed in the principal Catholic church 
at Berlin for the repose of the poet's soul, — a cere- 
mony which, on all accounts, had certainly better 
been omitted. 

When the king topk up his quarters at Schatzlar 
he fixed his abode in one of the best of the peasants' 
houses in the village. Here, however, he found, as 
is usual in Germany^ only stoves. As Frederic was 

* Fraderiell., MtowirM de laGiMrre de 1778. 

t OrinMmrdt Tableau da la Vie at du Begna da Fradarie le Grand. 
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p&OM to Vke more civiMaed use of fireplaces, he 
insisted upon making one. But the peasant resisted^ 
upon tbe erotind of the expefise he should incBr in 
tidawg it down agatin en the Icing's departure. Fred^ 
eiie waS) in consequenoe^ ohlis^ed to btiy the house 
at an exorbitant price<— alregwar depd 0f sale hav* 
ing been dra^tm up between the jpeasant arid the king 
by the notary of the pluce. When Frederic went 
away he sent for the peasant, and gate him a patent, 
by which he eonstituted him *♦ the goTerwor of his 
ho«se in the kingdom of Bohemia^ and enjioisied him 
to take the greatest care of it during his absence, 
and to have it ready for him on his return.*** 

In the banning of October the Rasshm genersd 
Kamin8k4>y arrived aft the King of Prussia's quar- 
tets, ¥ri«h a view of arranging a junction between the 
armv of that monarch and the troops of the etnpressy 
Ca;therine having come to the determination of resist- 
ing the attempts at aggrandizement of tbe house oif 
Austrialf As, however, the eampai^ was now fhi- 
ished, it was agreed bv Frederic and the Russian en- 
voy that the troops of the latter nation shottkl not be 
catted upon to act tifi the following year.^ 

As soon as Frederic was made aware of t6e safe 
arrival of his brother in Saxony, and of the dispersion 
of the armies of Lacy and Laudon in winter-quarters, 
he determined to retife hinfself into Silesia. Havh>g 
therefore sent forward portions of his' arm-y in the 
earlier part of the month of October, he finally left 
Schatzlar himself on the 15th.^ His retreat was 
not harassed or interrupted, though he had to pass- 
through a difficult and dangerous country* - He took 
the road to Landshnt, where he estalilvshejd himself, 
and cantoned his amiy in the environs of that town^ 

tr Grimoard, tableati de la Vl6 ec da ItejEAe de Praderic le (Sraad.^ 
Tbiebattlt, Souyenira de Vingt Ana de S^jour A Berlin, 
t Grimoard, Tableau d«^ la Vie et du Regne de Fiederlc I« Grand. 
1 CampasnedsBoldaPnnMj 11776, 1779, i^laBtfiMiier-'' — ^ 
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so as to form a cordon of xlefeBoe to tbe ftontiera 
of the province. At the same time the hereditsry 
Prince of Brunswick was stationed at Troppau** A 
dietachment from the royal army, headed by the kinff 
in person, drove the Austrians from Jaegemdorff ; ana 
the Prussians, thus established in Upper Silesia, for- 
tified their positions so strongly, that thougb the 
AnstHans dutlag the latter part of October made 
several attempts to drive them from ttiem, they were 
slways obliged to retreat with loss. The intention 
of the King of Prussia in thus taking possession of 
Upper Silesia was to enable himself at the commence- 
ment of the ensuing campaign to carry the war into 
Moravia, t 

On the 1st of November^ the Prussian general 
Wunsch entered the county of Glatz, and cantoned 
his troops in it ; asd tbe arrangement of the Prussian 
armies being thus concluded fbr the winter, the King 
df Pnissis on the 3d set off for Bresiau, where he 
Uxtended to p^tss the winter. During the whole 
Mwrth of Noiveinber peurtiad skirmishes took (^ce 
between the different opposing bodies of troops; 
which were only put a stop to by the setting in of 
ihe winter, the severity of which reduced hoth sides 
to inaction.^ 

Although the campaign which has just been related 
yna ** sterfi of jfrcat events,*'^ and therefore by no 
iQsans a decisive one, it must be allowed thai the 
l^russians were, upon the whole, successful in it. In 
addition to the conquest of the duchies of Jaegem- 
dorff and Troppau, which they had achieved, the two 
Prussian armies had penetrated deep mto Bohemia, 
had lived for some months at the expense of that 
province, and finally had retired without I093 or in- 
convenience ; having generally also been victorious 

* Vndwie A., Xttmotfwi 4e la-Qoerra <!• 1778, 

I CmjMa|>edull«4.crePnine. 1778, 1779,|MrleB«Qnd0 9ol|MStasit. 
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in the different skirmishes which had taken place ia 
the course of the campaign.* Perhaps the age of 
Frederic and of his brother had rendered them less 
prone to risk the fortunes of their country upon the 
uncertain issue of a pitched battle ; but if this was so* 
they had, on the other hand, gained that degree of 
skiu which experience, join^ to natural militarjr 
talents, can alone give, and which rendered their 
marches and manoeuvres during the whole campaign 
so successful that they had almost the effect of vic- 
tories, without their hazard. 



CHAPTER n. 



Nagotifttloiit dttrlnglhe Winto^MedUtloa of Rnmia and Fnmce— Mltt- 
tary Operations— General Wallis attacks Neoatadt^Suapenaloii of 

■ Arm*— Gongreaa and Peace of Tesctaen— Frederic's Remarks on tha 
War—Vialt of ttae Prince rie Ligne to the King vf Prussia at PMsdam 
— Tbeir ConTeraatioos together. 

DuRwe the winter the Empress of Russia took an 
active part in the negotiations between the Austrians 
and Prussians, which the season of military inactivity 
had renewed. She sent in the month of December^ 
1778, a declaration to Vienna, wliich contained words 
to the following effect :—'* That she besought (he 
empress-queen to give an Entire satisfaction to the 
princes of the empire with regard ta their grievances, 
and, above all, in their just' causes of complaint re- 
specting the usurpation of the Bavarian territories. 
That if this was not done, the Empress of Russia 
would feel herself compelled to fulfil her engagements 
to his Prussian majesty, by sending him a body of 
auxiliaiy troops, to which she was obliged by the 
tenor of her treaties with him*"t A very short time 

* Orimotord, Tablean de la Vie et |e Regne de Fiederie le QnwA 
t Fraderle n., Mtmabm de la Goertv de 1778. 
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before jthis mennchxg messagjs arrived* tbe ocmit of 
Vietuia had sent to Catberine to request her me^ia- 
iion in their present quarrel. Fortunately* the de^ 
0lara£jon of &e empress had left Petersburp^ before 
the arrival Pf the Austrian despatch, or it wouM 
probably have been mueh softened^ Thi« was pecu- 
fiarty advantageotis for the cause of peace, as nothing 
tended so much to bring the Austria^i govemm^eni 
to its senses With regard to its own aggressions ajs 
the stem tone adopted upon tl)e subject by the czar- 
ina. It panve, as Fredetic observes*, like a thunder- 
bolt upon the Austrians. Still, however, the fiery 
spirit of enterprise of the emperor ur,j^ed a continue 
luice of the war, and he even prevailed upon His 
mother to order fresh levies ; but as both she and her 
minister Kaunit2 were now eager for peace* thf 
negotiations weire continued. Indeed, the £Jtreme 
want of money in the Austrian treasury rendered 3 
^edy termination of the contest almost inevitable, 
^the soldiers were without pay, and almost vrithout 
^e necessaries of life.* 

At the same time that the imperial court 1ia4 ap« 
plied for the mediation of Catherine, they had also 
despatched an application to the same efect to the 
court of Versailles; and Frederic, who was not un*- 
willing that France should act her part in healing the 
differences of Germany, had sent a lonf and reasoned 
memoir to the Count de Maurepas, minister of that 
country: detailing to him the state of the quarrel* 
and explaining' upon what conditions he, Frederic, 
woidd be ready to terminate hostilities and conclude 
the war. This statement was so much apj»roved of 
by Maurepas that it was taken as the basis of th$ 
accommodation which the Baron de Breteuil, the 
French ambassador at Vienna, was ordered to en- 
deavour to effect.f Breteuil exerted himself with 
•o much aetivity, that he was enabled to send hte 

«RMI«rlon.,]MgaaiN8de|a«>«eiiw4el77& t JNi^ 
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plan of general pacification in the end of January, 
1779, to Prince Repnin at Breslau, who was acting 
there as minister from the Empress of Russia. The 
haughtiness of this ambassador, and the conflicting 
demands of the various claimants, delayed the ne- 
gotiation for some time. During this interval, the 
weather having become less severe, the two armies 
had recommenced, in some degree, their hostile ope- 
rations. ^ 

On the 9th of January the Austrian general £11- 
richshausen made an attack upon the Prussians 
under General Tauenzien, who were employed in 
taking up positions with a view of guarding the town 
of JaegerndorfT.* The Austrians were repulsed with 
loss. In revenge for this attack, the hereditary 
Prince of Brunswick planned one against those divjt- 
&ions of the Austrian army which were stationed 
near Troppau, JaegerndorfT, and the frontier of the 
county of Glatz.f On the 12lh of January he fell 
upon them, drove them from their intrenchments, 
and burned the huts they had constructed for their 
habitations. On the 17th of January a detachment 
of Austrians, 'commanded by General Wurm'ser, en- 
tered the county of Glat2, took the town of Habel- 
schwert by escalade at night, and seized upon 800 
men 6f the g:arrison.t They afterward obtained 
8ome other sniaU advantages, the Prussian troops in 
these parts being inferior to them in numbers : and 
then prepared to make incursions into' Silesia. . Fred- 
eric, in order to divert them from their purpose, made 
demonstrations of again invading Bohemia. On the 
3d of February he arrived at Schweidnitz, where he 
augmented the, garrison ; and on the 6th proceeded 
ffrith some troops to Reichenbach. 

Prince Henry of Prussia had not been incommoded 
by the enterpnses of the enemies during the winter, 

* CMiiiMTd, Tftbleao de la Vie et dn Reffn« de Frederic le Grand, 
t CmpAcne da Roi de Pnuw, 1778, 1770, per le Btron de HoitwndodC 
I Griinotra, TliblMU de la Vto el d« Begne de Frederic le Grand. 
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in consequence of tUe army of Manihal Landon hav- 
ing >een so much weakened by the detachments he 
had been obliged to send towards Prague, Upper 
Silesia, and Glatz, that he was compelled to remain 
on the defensive. This enabled the prince, accord- 
ing to the directions of his brother, to detach Gen- 
.eral MdUendorf in the beginning of this month with 
a strong hody of troops to make an irruption into 
Bohemia. When he arrived near the town of Briz 
he found his course arrested by the troops of Gen- 
eral Kinski. Mdllendorf at first put to ffight both 
the Austrian infantry and cavalry ; but Kinski sub- 
sequently was enabled to rally his men, and to retreat 
in good order to a strong position. The Prusadans 
On the 6th of February obtained possession of Briz, 
where they found the magazines, military chest, and 
baggage of their enemies, and took 400 prisoners.* 
This expedition of Mdllendorf frightened the Ans- 
trians so mueh that they drew together in all haste 
large bodies of troops. But the Prussian general, 
who had successfully operated the diversion intended, 
did not wait to be attacked by them* but retired again 
into Saxony on the 9th. The King of Prussia ad- 
vanced on the 16th of February to Silberberg, and 
placed the diiSerent divisions of his army in such posi- 
tions that thev might be ready for a simultaneous 
plunge into Bohemia. These demonstrations obliged 
the Austrians to withdraw their troops from the 
greater part of the county of Glat2.t 

The last attempt of the Austrians against the Prus- 
sians, was made at the very end of February; and 
was certainly, both for the cruelty which marked its 
execution and the time at which it occurred, hardly 
a justifiable proceeding. t It is probable that it was 
occasioned by some such motive as the one attributed 
to it by the King of Prussia, who seems to have been 
Fsry indignant at it That sovereign says, that as 

* Orap«(iie da Rd da FnuN^ 1778, 1779. ptf to Baron de BoltMBdorfr 
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Bdon 80 Ikit lAtimatum (which in a gre^ S»git€ ob- 
Tifeited the difficulties that had hitherto di^layed the 
liegoftiailioi^y having been sent to Petersburg', had 
been returned with the approval of that court, it was 
Ibrwaried by Prince Repnin to the Baron de Breteuil 
St Vienna, in order to be submitted to the imperial 
cabinet.* Breteoil sent word without delaf that the 
tfoipresMieen was mnoh satisfied with it: and was 
desivous that a congress should be forthwilh assem- 
bled, in order to complete as speedffy as possible the 
feneral pan^ifloation. ** tJnder these circumetances,'* 
continues the KingofPm86ia,^posleritywiBscareely 
b0Meve that while the court of Vienna appeared to be 
ttHW i^ally anxious for peace, an Austrian general, 
Wallis, presented himself suddenly with 8000 or 
10,000 men before the town of Neustadt, in which 
the regimenl of Prussia and the battalion of Preuss 
were In ganison. The enemy, not b^ng able to ob- 
tain possessioitpf the town, threw so many sbeffs into 
it that a gneat nnmbei* of the houses were set on fire, 
and 940 of the inhabitants perished hot the flames. 
But the i^rrison did not yield.'^ 

General Stutterheim, who had been made ac- 
ifuamtod with the. movements of the eiiemies, ad- 
▼anoed torwaids Branits, with a view of attacking 
tfiem in their rear) while the Prusstam troops can- 
toned at Rosswalde advanced upon one flank, and 
the detachments from Nelsse on the other. Wallis, 
unable to resist so many foes, retreated to Zuck- 
m^uitel, foflowed and pursued by the Prussian ^rces. 
This expedition had been prescribed to General 
Waltisby tiie emperor himself, who had imagined it. 
Iliis prince, reckoning iipon the ardent and impetu- 
CUB apifii of the King of Prussia, thought that by 
{Acting him out of humour by the ruin of otoe of his 
lowRs, he i^ould render him more unreasonable and 
4ifteiill irtth regard to the negotfatipn which was 

* IMsitea, H^OMirai da U Ouwm d« 177a 
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now going on. He even hoped that the lU-humour 
he might be in would, perhaps, induce him to break 
it off altogether. But neither the expedition nor the 
plan of the Austrians turned out to their advantage^"* 

A few daya After this exploit a suspension of arms 
was agreed to between the Austrians.and Prussians, 
at the express desire of the empress-queen. On the 
6th of March Frederic left Silberberg, where he was 
encamped, and proceeded to Breslau, in' order to 
confer with Prince Repnin, the Russian minister 
there. On the 7th the truce between the hostile 
armies took effect in Bohemia; on the 8th in U^jper 
Silesia and Moravia; and on the lOth in Saxony. 
The town of Teschen was named, by common con- 
sent, as the spot where the congress of negotiators 
was to be held. Thither were sent the Baron de 
Riedsal, by the King of Prussia; M. de Terringsee- 
feld, by the elector palatine ; M. de Zinzendorf, by 
Saxony; M. de Hofenfels, by the Duke of Deux- 
Ponts ; and Prince Repnin, by Russia. They were 
met by the Baron de Breteuil, on the part of France, 
and the Count Cobenzel, on that of Austria.t 

Great delays, however, occuited in the conclusion 
qf the peace, as all the powers who had any thing 
to gain or to lose by the arrangement were, by turns, 
imreasonable in their deinands ; while the warlike 
spirit 9f the emperor, who was anxious to decide the 
contest by arms^ seemed to hover perpetually over 
the negotiators. They had thus passed six weeks 
in almost fruitless discussions ; and the ministers of 
France, Russia, and Prussia, who were really anxious 
for peace^ began to despair of accomplismng their 
object ; when, on the 20th of April, arrived a courier 
with the news that peace was concluded between 
the Turks and Russians. This event put a stop to 
the machinations of Joseph IL/ who had trusted to 
the diversion caused by the Turkish war to prevent 

*Fxadeii6lL,M«iiisintdelaGaennBdel77e. t mi* . 
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the czarina from takiogr an aetif^ part m Bie afidrs 
p{ Gfirmany. Cobenzel immed^ely feecaane more 
yielding; and the ministers of the lesser powers 
withdrew their unreasonabld pcetensioiLS^ laa fiNi* 
night from this time aU the articles of the treaty 
were agreed to ; andibe peace of Teschea was «giied 
on the 13th of May, 1770, the fiamveisuy oi the 
birthday of Maria Itieresa* 

By this treaty it was arranged that the emperor 
ahoujld giire i^ to the deetor palatine the whole 
pf Bavaria and the upper palatinate,, with t9be ex- 
ception of the small cirete of Burghauden, situated 
between the rivers Danube, Im, and Saltz. At the 
name Um»* the fomily arrangiemenis of the hoi»e 
9i Bavaria, with regard to the sueeassion of their 
iei^ritories, were ratified and confirmed.^ This arti- 
cle ensured them to the Duke of Deux^Ponts, as well 
;as to all other c^Uaterai descendants of the family. 
It was arraidgBd that the Elector of Saxony shooid 
jreoeive ttie wim of d,000,00d of florins from the 
elector palatine, in lieu of his claims upon the allo- 
dial sucoession ; and the emperor agreed to give up 
to him the fief of ScbcenbcMirg, wh^h Mras atuated 
ia the midst of bis electorate. The I>id(e of Meck- 
lenburg received some fsfudai advsmta^ ibr his* ter- 
ritories from the emp^^r ; while, with regard to 
Pmssiaithe en^teior acknowledged the right of that 
power to the eventued succession of Anspach and 
Baveith ; the King of Prussia giving up,on ys side» 
his pretensions upon Julieris and Berg to the house 
iOf Sulsbaoh. He also received the renewed guar- 
anty of F^rance (the first had been given in 1741) to 
his possession of St)esia.t 

**Such,^* says Frederic, **was ttie end &t these 
doubles in Germany. Every one had expected to 
see a series of campaigns before Ihetr eoodttsioQ ; 

* Frederic H., MAmoiree de la GQerre de 1778i.-~GKliiiQasd TmMfitm 
4e 1ft yie er do Regne de JMittfUt |ft Qm^k 
tVMdeVimUrielL 
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but dliiMllmppeniBd was a anfiite mitlim of ne« 
sotiartknw and ttiilitury enterprMesi wbi<^ con ^nljr 
be.attrllMted tothe iin> factions which divided tkie< 
imperial cowtv of which Ofoe atone inottieiit got the 
upper hand, and then was repressed by the other^ 
The oflkers were in perpetasdl nnceitainties, and no 
one knew whether they were at peace, or war; and 
this coathiued till the very day that the treaty was 
signed at Teschea. It appears (hat the Pnissiaii 
troops had the advantage over their enemies when*' 
ever they came to segolar fighting; and that the im* 
perialists had the best of it in contrivancesy surprises, 
and^ stratagems^ which more property bekmg to ia 
petite giterre.^* The King of Prussia writes here 
more modestly than is consistent with truth respect- 
ing his own troops; who, during this war^ had almost 
invariably a superiority over those of Austria* Nor 
was his own glory less than it had been in his pre- 
vious wars, though he achieved it without battles. 
For he was completely successful in the ob|ect for 
which he undertook the contest, namely^ the com- 
pelling the emperor to give up his Bavarian con« 
quests ; while he Imd, at the same time, the satisfac^ 
tion of humbling the pride of Austria, and assuring^ 
the independence of the princes of the empire. 

Frederic, having concluded the peace of Teschen, 
returned to Potsdam, and to those peaceful o'ccn- 
patious which continued, without interruption, till 
nis death. Shortly after the conclusion of the war 
he received a visit from the Prince de Ligne. He 
had invited this accomplished courtier, when he had 
seen him in the train of the emperor in Moravia, to 
come and see him at Potsdam. The Prince de 
ligne, who appears to have been a sincere admirer 

* FMdi*f« R., MAHMlni «B M CKMr^' d« lT78^Tftii«xpiiMlllaM it «oC 
•tteinpl«d to be truialdted^bootOfle H is«onc«iTed M be vMvuMMfieiible. 
Frederic aeems to have lost no time in consigninif his xecollections of tbfa 
wtr 10 mper ; for Um epnelading wnimoe of his nmnoirs of U, irMch 
to here qvoted, la dated Oraa, «*fUt & PotatUm, ee 90 Join, I74a^ 
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of the great qualities of the King of Pnuwia, has- 
tened, as soon as peace was restored to Germany, to 
profit by this invitation^ Frederic received him with 
g[reat cordiality, and seemed to take much pleasure 
m his society. 

Every day during his stay the prince dined and 
passed the evening with the king ; '' and it was then,** 
says he, " that daily, for five hours, the universality 
of his conversation completed my enchantment at 
his powers. The arts, war, medicine, literature* 
religion, philosophy, morality, history, and legislation 
passed in review by turns. The great times of Au- 
gustus and Lewis the Fourteenth ; the good society 
among the Romans, the Greeks, and the French ; the 
chivalry of Francis the First; the frankness and 
valour of* Henry the Fourth; the revival of letters, 
and their changes since Leo the Tenth; anecdotes 
of men of talent of former days, and their errors; 
tiie eccentricities of Voltaire ; the sensitive vanity 
of Maupertuis; the a^reeableness of Algarotti; the 
wit of Jordan ; the hypochondriasm of the Marquis 
d'Argens, whom the king used to induce to keep his 
bed for four-iand^twenty hours by merely telling him 
he looked ill ; and what not besides ? — ^AU that could 
be said of the^most varied and agreeable kind was 
what came from him, in a gentle tone of voice, rather 
low, and very agreeable, from his manner of moving 
his lips, which possessed an inexpressible grace. 
This, I conceived, was what occasioned his hearers 
not perceiving that he was, like the heroes of Ho- 
mer, a great talker, though sublime. The voice, the 
noise, and the gestures of constant talkers are what 
often give them this reputation ; while with the king, 
who certainly talked as much as anybody, one was 
always charmed that he did not talk less.''* 

Among the sketches of conversations related by 
the Prince de Ligne are the following anecdotes ^-^ 

- * BMmoires H MAtancM blittnriqiiM et UvUnirtB, par to Prinet de 
lifM. 
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^ The king mentioned Virgil. I took the opporta- 
nity, wishing to answer something, to say, * He was 
a great poet, sire, but a bad gardener.'—* To whom 
do you tell this t* replied the king ; 'have I i\ot tried 
to plant, to sow, to prepare the ground, to dig with 
the Georgics in my hand I But, sir, said my ^<irdener 
to me, you are a fool, and your book also ; it is not 
thus that we must work. But, oh heavens, what 
a climate is this ! do you know it refuses me every 
thing ? Look at my ooor orange-trees, my olives, 
my lemon-trees : all tnese die of cold !'— • Nothing, 
then, grows with you, sire, except lajirels V The 
king gave me a charming smile ; and then, to turn 
off the flatness of a compliment by a folly, I added 
quickly, * And then, sire, there are too many grena^ 
diers m this country ; they devour every thing !' 
And the king began to laugh, because this sort of 
folly is the only thing to make people laugh." 

** One day at dinner, I looked at the bottom of my 
plate, to see what china it was made of. ' What do 
you take it to ber— * I should have said Dresden, 
but instead of jtwo swords I see but one, which is 
well worth the two.'—* It is a sceptre.'—* Sire, 1 beg 
pardon, but your sceptre resembles a sword so much 
that one may easily mistake it for one.' And this, 
indeed, was true, in every sense of the word."* 
The prince adds tha^t the king did not seem much 
pleased with the mistake, or the apology. 

** Another day^ when I came to him, he said to me, 
* I am grieved to announce bad news to you. They 
write me word that Prince Charles of Lorraine is at 
the last extremity.' He looked at me, to see what 
effect his communication had upon me^ and when 
he saw my eyes full of tears, he changed, by the 
easiest transitions, the conversation; t^ed tome 
of war, and then of Marshal Lacy. He asked me 
after him, and added, ' He is a man of the greatest 

*TheinarkortbeBeriineliiiitiaaiMpCre: t»tfofUwP i w i iii r wi 
fwonte, pined erotcwiM. 
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merit. Mercy, formerly among* yoa, and Puysegar* 
with the French, had some idea of marches and en- 
campments. We see by the castrametation of Hygi- 
nus, that the Greeks occupied themselves much upon 
the subject ; but your marshal is superior to the an- 
cients, to the modems, and to all we most famous 
men who have considered the subject. And, in effect, 
all the time that he was your quarter-master-general, 
if you will permit me to make the remark, 1 never 
obtained the least advantage. Qnly remember the 
two campaigns of 1759 and 1760; evwy thing suc- 
ceeded to you. Shati I never be dehvered from this 
tiresome man, said I, often. At length, it became 
necessary to recompense him, and, in order to 4^ so, 
they made him Feldzeugmeister ; they gave him a 
corps too strong to be used merely for skirmishing, 
too weak really to resist me. In spite of this, he 
delivers himself out of my hands, and out of all the 
difficulties which beset him, in the skilfid campaign 
of 1760. Another general at length re^daced him* 
This is rather good for me, saidLto myself; I shaU, 

rBrhaps, have some opportunity of doing something, 
sought it, and found it at Tdjgau I' The king never 
made a more admirable panegyric upon any one than 
this ; for by it he tacitly allowed that it was M. de 
Lacy who had cleared Moravia, Bohemia, Lusatia, 
and Saxony of the Prussians." 

" The next day, the king, as soon as he saw me, 
came up to me, and said, with an air of great 
feeling, < If you must learn the loss of a man who 
loved yon,- and who was an honour to humanity, it 
is better it should be from one who was as much 
attached to him as myself. The poor Prince Charles 
is no more. Others may, perhafps, replace his, loss 
in your heart ; but few princes can replace him for 
the beauty of his mind and^ his many virtues!' 
While saying this to fne he became extremely 
aflfected. I said to him, ' Your majesty's regrets are 
a consolation to me ; and you did not wait for his 
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death to praise him : there are some fine lines about 
him in the poem on the Art de la Guerre,'* I was 
myself much affected : however, 1 managed to recite 
them; and I thought the author seemed to be 
pleased with me for remembering them. 'The 
prince's passage of the Rhine,' said he, * was a grand 
thing; but the poor prince always depended upon 
so many people ! T have never depended upon any 
thing but my head — sometimes I'have depended 
upon it too much — for my success. He was ill- 
served, a^d but little obeyed : neither one nor the 
other has ever happened to me.' ^ 

**The emperor was gone at this time to have an 
interview with the Empress of Russia. This pro- 
ceeding did not please the king; and, in order to de- 
feat what he might do, he had sent the prince royd, 
rather awkwardly, to Petersburg. The madcap 
Pinto* said one day to his neighbour at dinner, 
*The emperor is a great traveller; there never has 
been an etnperor who has gone farther than he.' — 
•Excuse me, sir,' sjBud the kmg, * Charles the Fifth 
went into Africa, for he gained the battle of Otzxi 
there.' And then turning to rtie, without m^ being 
sJ[)le to discover whether what he had said was 
meant as a sarcasm or onl^as an historical anecdote, 
he added, * The emperor is happier than Charles the 
Twelfth; he enters Russia like him at Mohilow; 
but I think he will get to Moscow.* The same 
Pinto said another day to the king, who was embar- 
xassed to know who he should send on a foreign 
mission, 'Why, sire, do you not think of M. de 
Liicchesini, who is a man of ability !'— ^ It is for t^at 
reason,' replied the king, *that I choose to keep 
him : I would rather send you than him, or a tire- 
some man like Mr. Sucb-a-one ;' and he immediately 
named the latter person mentioned to the mission 
in question." 

* A FlMtanonieM eonot In tlie service of tbe SlDg of Pnwla. 
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** ' Do ypu know/ said the king, one day, to me, 
' that I have been in your service I I made my first 
campaigns for the house of Austria. My God! how 
the time passes !* He had a way of putting his hands 
togetlier when saying thus, my Gody which gave him 
altogether an air of benevolence and extreme gentle- 
ness. * Do you know,' he continued, * that I saw the 
sparkle of the last rays of the genius of Prince Eu- 
gene V — * It was, perhaps, sire, from these r^s that 
we genius of your majesty was first lighted.^' Ah, 
my God ! who could hope to equal Prince Eugene V 
— * He who is superior to him,' said I, 'and who is 
capable of winning a dozen victories.' He put oh his 
modest air. It is, as I hav9 always said, easy to be 
modest when one can afford to be so. He pretended 
not to understand me, and then went on. ' When 
the cabal, which for forty years Prince Eugene had 
had agEunst him, even in his own army, Vfrished to in- 
jure him, they took the time to do it when his mind» 
which was in good order in the morning, was a little 
weakened by the fatigues of the day.' It was thus 
that they made him undertake his injudicious march 
upon Mayence.' — * You tell me nothing, sire, as far 
as yourself is concerned, that I did not know be* 
fore,' said I to him. ' I know all that your .majesty 
did, and even what you said. I can relate to yon 
your journeys to Strasbourg and in Holland, and 
what passed with regard to you in a boat. In talk- 
ing of this pampaign on the Rhine, one of our old 
generals, whom I often make talk as one reads an 
old manuscript, told me he was very mvich surprised 
to see a young Prussian ofilcer, whom he did not 
know* say to a general of the late king, who waa 
giving verbally an order not to go and forage, * And 
1,'sir, order you to go; our cavalry is in want ; and» 
in short, sir, I command it.' — ' You see me in too 
favourable a light,' replied the king ; ' ask these gentle* 
men about me respecting my humours and capricea. 
They will tell you a very different story of me,' *• 
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After relatiAg some other conversations of a less 
interesting and characteHstic nature, the prince eon« 
ehides his account of his visit by saying, " Want 
of memory, as well as of opportunities of seeing 
more often, and at greater length, the greatest maa 
that cVer existed, obliges me now to stop. There 
is not a single word in what I have related that did 
not proceed from' him; and those who knew him 
will perceive his manner in every sentence, which 
Is what I wished, in oVder to give those who never 
had the happiness of seeing him a just idea of him^ 
His eyes, which his portraits represent very harsb» 
with tlie brows knit, from the labour of the cabinet 
and the fatigues of war, softened in listening to or 
in relating any trait of elevation or sensibility.'** 



CHAPTER III, 



Frederic's OecapatiooB andComiMmiont at tMsTeriod-^Hto Ippetruiee 
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. Frederie—Oemianio League— Last Year of itie King of Pniisla^ 
Life— SymptOBBaorDecaT— His Illoess incnasea— He aends IbrDr. 
Zinunermann. 

These anecdotes by the Prince de Ligne, relating as 
they do to the private life ofTrederiCj lead naturally 
to some account of his mariner of passing his time 
at this period of his existence, as well as of those 
friends and associates who principally formed his 
society. The King of Prossia continued to perform 
the duties of his station, in spite of the increasing in- 
'flrniities of zee, with as great an exactness ae in fbe 
"earlier part or lus reign, tie still rose at four in the 

^^MUmflbM eC MAlinges historiqaes etlitt6rain« par Is PiliMs4i 
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mornhigr in summer, and at Ave in winter, and de- 
spatched the business of the state in the same me* 
thodical and expeditious manner which has been de< 
scribed in a former part of this work. But after tliis 
was done he allowed himself more relaxation and 
amusement 4han had been the case before the seven 
years* war. Thus, his dinner, and the conversation 
which succeeded it, became greatly lengthened. We 
have seen tiiat the Prince de ligne talks of it as 
lasting five hours. His suppers were omitted, which 
enabled him to go to bed earlier, and give himself 
more rest. He also gave more, time to his walks 
and rides, and the inspection of his gardens and his 
boildings. The parade, where his guards were ex* 
ercised, he attenaed now only thiee times a week, 
instead of every day.* - 

The sight of this eminent man occup3ring himself 
with exercising smaU- bodies of men with Si tbe ar- 
dour of a yoi^ng officer sometimes astonished stran- 
gers. Dr. Moore thus relates his surprise at wit- 
nessing such a scene :~^** A few days ago I happened 
to take a very eariy walk about a mile nrom the town 
(Potsdam), and seeing some soldiers under arms in 
a field, at a small distance from the road, I went to- 
wards them. An officer on horseback, whom I took 
to be the major, for he gave the word of command, 
was uncommonly active, and often rode among the 
ranks to reprimand or instruct the common men. 
When I came nearer, I was much surprised to find that 
this was the king himself. He had his, sword drawn, 
and continued to exercise the corps for an hour after. 
He made them wheel, march, form the square, and 
fire by divisions and in platoons, observing all their 
motions with infinite attention; and, on account of 
some blunder, put two officers of tlie Prince of Prus- 
sia's regiment in arrest. In short, he seemed to 
ezeft himself with all the s^nrit of a young officei 
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eager to attract the notice of his general by viincom 
mon alertness.^'* the same author expresses as- 
tonishment that Frederic, who had so lately come 
from the command of vast armies, could condescend 
to take so, much pains with a handful of men. But 
it was one of the remarkable characteristics of Fred- 
eric, that though his mind seemed naturally formed 
for great enterprises and combinations, it was. equally 
fitted for entenng into minute details, and petty ana 
methodical labours. « 

Literature, as usual, continued to occupy the lei* 
8ure moments of Frederic ; and his evening concerts, 
though no longer, — since he had lost a good many of 
his teeth, and therefore played with less facility on 
the flute,— of daily occurrence, were not unfrequent* 
In those he generally performed a part himiself 
upon hia favourite instrument ; though quite at the 
end of his life he left off playing the flute altogether. 
His execution is thus described by a musical travel 
ler :— '' His majesty's embauckure was clear and even, 
his finger brilliant, and his taste purq and simple. I 
was much pleased, and even surprised, with the neat- 
ness of his execution in; the aUegros, as well ^s by 
his expression and feeling in the adagio: in short, 
his performnnce surpassed, in many particulars, any 
thing I had ever heard among dilettanti, or even pro- 
fessors'. His majesty played three long and difficult 
concertos successively, and all with ^equal perfec- 
tion."t The evening concluded with a conversation 
in his own room with one of his most familiar at- 
tendants, who sometimes also read to him till he 
went to 8leep.t ^ 

The natural wish which exists in most persons to 
know what was the personal appearance of men re-* 
markable for their abilities may perhaps be allowed 

* Dr. Moore, View of Boeletyjuid MamMia in Vnjuf, SfvitierlMiA 
■ad Gtermuiy* 
t Dr. Barney. Present State of Music in Geimanr' 
^ Towers'to Memoin of Fr«4«ris III. 
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as ail excose for the insertion here of Dr. Moore's 
description of Frederic the Great, as he appeared to 
him at that time of his life. " The King of Prus- 
sia^** says he, ** is below the middle size, well made, 
and remarkably active for his time of life. He has 
become hardy by exercise and a laborious life, for 
his constitution originally seems to have been none, 
of the strongest His look announces spirit and 
penetratioii. He has fiae blue eyes ; and, in m^ 
opinion, his countenance, upon the whole, is agree- 
able. Some who have seen him ase of a different 
opinion ; all who judge from his portraits only must 
be so ; for although I have seen many which have a 
little resemblance to him, and some which have a 
great deal, yet none of them do him justice. . His 
features acquire a wonderful degree of animation 
whdle he converses. He stoops considerably, and 
inclines his head almost constantly to one side. 
His tone of voice is the clearest and most agreeable 
in conversation I ever heard. He speaks a great 
deal ; yet those wlio hear him regret he does not 
speak a great deal more. His observations are al* 
way^ lively, very often just ; and few rnen possess 
the talent of repartee in greater perfection. He 
hardly ever varies his dress, which consists of a blue 
coat, lined and; faced with red, and a, yellow waist- 
coat and breeches. He always wears boots with 
hussar tops, which fall in wrinkles about his ankles, 
and are o(tener of a dark brown than a black colour. 
His hat would be thought extravagantly large in 
England, though it is of the size commonly used by 
the Prussian officers of cavalry. He generally wears 
one of the large side comers over his forehead and 
eyes, and the front cock on one side. He wears his 
hair cued behind, and dressed wiUi a single buckle 
on each side. From their being very carelessly put 
ih), and unequally powdered, we may naturally con- 
clude that the friieur has been greatl}^ hurried in 
the execution of his office. He uses a very large 
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gold snuff-box, fhe lid omamented with diamonds; 
and takes an immoderate quantity of Spanish snuff, 
the marks of which very often appear on his waist- 
eoat and breeches. These are also liable to be soiled 
by the paws of two or three Italian greyhounds which 
he often caresses.*** 

Frederic's attachment to his do^, which had been 
one of his earliest passions, contmued unabated to 
the end of his life. The breed which he preferred 
was that of the Italian greyhound, of which he had 
always five or six in the room with him. Zimmer- 
manh describes them as placed oh blue satin chairs 
and couches^ near the king's arm-chair, and says* 
that when Frederic, during his last illness, used to 
sit on his terrace at Sans Souci, in order to enjoy 
the sun, a chair was always placed by his side, which 
was occupied by onie of his dogs. He fed them him- 
self, took the greatest possible care of them when 
they were sick, and, when they died, buried them ih 
the gardens at Sans Souci. The traveller may still 
see their tombs (flat stones with the names of the 
dogs interred beneath engraved upon them) at each 
end of the^ terrace at Sans Souci, in front of the 
palace. The king was accustomed to pass his leisure 
moments in playing with them ; and the room where 
he sat was strewed with lei^her foaUs, with which 
they amused themselves*! As they were all much 
indulged, though there was always one especial 
favourite, they used to tear the damask covers of the 
chairs in the king's apartment, and gnaw and other- 
wise injure the furniture. This he permitted with** 
out rebuke, and used only to say, *' Jify dogs destroy 
my chairs, but how can I help it 1 And if I was to 
have them mended to-day, they would be torn again 
to-morrow ; so I suppose I must bear with the in* 

* Dr. Moore, View of Society lad Minnere in France, Switzerland, 
and Gcnnanv. 

T TbtebauU, SoOT^nlra de VlQgt Aae de S^Joor i Bertin.— EntreflfMi 
de Fredeito Bei de Pniaae arec le Docteur Zimmennaiiii.— Vie de Fred* 
flltIL 
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convenience. After all, a Marquise de Pdinpadour 
would cost me a great deal more, and would neither 
be as attached nor as faithful !** 

The most celebrated of the dogs of Frederic were 
Biche and Alcmena. Biche made the campaign of 
1745 with him ; suid was with him when, one day, 
having advanced j;o reconnoitre the position of the 
enemy's troops,' he was pursued by a partjr of Aiis* 
trian hussars. He hid himself under a bridge, with 
Biche wrapped in the breast of his ^oat. The dog, 
though generally of anotsy and barking disposition, 
seemed aware of its master's danger, and remained 
quiet and hardly breathing,till the Austrians had passed 
over the bridge, and were at ad^tance. At the bat- 
tle of Soor, Biche was taken with the king's baggage, 
but was restored to her master. General Rothen- 
bourg, who brought her, upon her return, into the 
king's room, found the monarch so entirely occupied 
- \\x writing, that he did not look up when his favour- 
ite entered. The dog immediately jumped upon the 
table, and put her two front paws on the king's neck, 
who was moved to tears at this proof of her affec- 
tion. Alcmena was a favourite ^eyhound belong- 
ing to the King of Prussia, to which he was so much 
attached that at his death for a day or two he 
abandoned himself to his grief; and it was long be- 
fore he would allow the corpse of the dog, although 
it had become putrid, to be taken from his apart- 
ment and buried. 

It will be necessary here to give some account of 
the principal companions and friends of Frederic at 
this period. These were Le Catt, the Abb6 Bastiani, 
Lucchesini, Count Hertzberg, the Count de Goertz, 
and Count Pinto^ a half-mad Piedmontese, and colo- 
Bel of a regiment of engineers in the Prussian ser- 
vice. To them may be added, as liaving not yet 
been mentioned, the names of his former associates, 
the Abb6 de Prades and Colonel Guichard, though . 
tiie former had been now for many years in disgrace^ 
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and the letter died in 1775. In a4dition to these per- 
sons, the King of iPrussia admitted into his society, 
from time to time, the most distingoished of his 
generals, such as General Ziethen, General Mdllen- 
dorf, and General d^Anhalt. Of the latter some ac- 
count has been already given. Also a few of the 
academicians and literary men whom he had en- 
couraged to ^ their residence at Berlin; among 
whqm mayl>e mentioaed Thiebault and the Abbi 
Denina. f 

The, Abb6 de Prades had been admitted to the in- 
timacy of Frederic for some years) but during the 
seven years' war he was arrested at Magdeburg 
upon a siispicion of treason. He was confined in 
prison for a few days, aiui then allowed to walk 
about the town. After some months so passed, no 
specific charge having been brought against him, he 
was sent to Glogau, of which church he was a canon ; 
and remained there, a sort of prisoner, till the time 
ofhis^eath. It is supposed that Frederic bad re- 
ceived intelligence that De Prades was in communi- 
cation with some of the enemies of Prussia. Thie- 
bault, however, doubts whether he was really guilty, 
and is inclined to think that he was the victim of a 
pk)t, of which the Abb^ Bastiani was the moven 
It is, however, to be observed, that Thiebault was 
personally hostile to Bastiani. The<Abb6 de Prades 
was a man of learning and ability ; but was not par- 
ticularly remariLable for his co^v^sational talents, 
and his loss was not, therefore, much felt by the 
King of Prussia.* 

The Colonel Guichard, who for ten years was the 
constant com^^anion and guest of Frederic, wa» bom 
at Magdeburg, of French, refugee parents. Hie 
fmssed when young into Holland, where, having dis- 
tinguished himself in his studies, he became one of 
the professors at the umversity of Leyden. Shortly 
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before the seVen years' war he made a Journey into 
his native country, and upon this occasion was first 
noticed by Frederic. The King of Prussia had 
heard him mentioned as a learned man ; and find* 
ing, in an interview he had with him, that he was 
worthy of his reputation, he proposed to him to at- 
tach himself to his service. Guichard had particu- 
larly devoted his time and attention to the history 
of Julius Osesar, his campaigns, and his system of 
tacticE. tVederie thought that one who had pon- 
dered much in the closet on military science would 
be likely to make a §rood officer. He therefore pro- 
posed to hini to exchange his professor's chair for a 
colonelcy of light draj^oons, which offer* was ac- 
cepted* In one of hi^ early conversations with the 
king, the hitter n^M him, what was the name of the 
most eminent of Caesar^s aids-de-camp, and Guichard 
told him it was Quiiitus Icilius. ** Well," continued 
the king, *' you shall be my Quintus Icilius : I give 
vou the name, not doubting but th^t you will know 
now to merit it." The name so givepi remained to 
Guichard, and from this time till that of his death he 
was universally known by it; and it had, indeed, so 
entirely superseded his family name, that it was at- 
tached to that of his rank in the army, and he was 
commonly called Colonel Quinpus, 

Guichard remained attached to the King of Prus- 
sia till his death in 1776; but their friendship, like 
that of Frederic and D'Argens, was frequentljr inter- 
rupted by quarrels. Frederic could not resist the 
temptatibn to be sarcastic at the expense of iSui- 
chard ; and somethnes, when he pushed his satire 
very far, the dolonel absented himself for some days 
from the palace,, and woulfi not return till the king, 
by some kind message or letter, had shown a wish 
to make atonement for his former offence. To give 
an idea of these quarrels, it is only necessary to 
mention one which occurred towards the end of the 
life of Guichard* One of Frederic's subjects of at- 
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iack upon Quintus was his plandering piropenslties 
during war ; for which, indeed, he has been supposed 
to have been rather remarkable. One day at dinner 
-ni Sanis Souci, Frederic, in speaking of the pillage of a 
house belonging to Count Bruhl, in Saxony, by a 
party of soldiers commanded by Guichard, said to 
the latter, **It' is now an old story; time and the 
treaty of peace have wiped every thing out; and no 
search for reimbursements need now be dreaded. 
Besides, yon have no shame upon these matters, for 
all the world know» what a pillager you have been. 
Do therefore tell us how much you plundered upon 
that occadon. Come now, make a little effort, and 
recollect how much you got by this rogue's trick." 
Guichard, who had endured a good deal of this kind, 
could not, however, digest this attack, and therefore 
answered," Your majesty ought to know well how 
much I got, for I never did any thing but by your or« 
d^rs; I rendered account to you of every thing, and 
you divided the spoil with me !"^ So saving, he left 
the table and the palace ; and a considerable time 
elapsed before the friends were reconciled.* 

Le Catt, who held the -> situation of reader to 
FKderic, and who continued to enjoy a large share 
of his confidence «nd intimacy from about the year 
1760 till the disath of the mcmarch, was a Swiss. 
The manner in which the King of Prussia first be- 
came acquainted with him is efficiently curious to 
be worthy of relatidn. In a journey which the King 
of Prussia made into Holland, he and bis companion, 
the Colonel Balby, disguised themselves as two mu- 
sicians. Travelling in this capacity in a passage 
boat from one town to another, the king, who was 
in a private cabin, began to feel a wish for more so- 
ciety. He therefore sent Balby into the public 
cabin, desiring him to see if there was not some 
one among the passengers who seemed worthy to 
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bcl invited to breakfast with thenk BaBijr returned 
with intelligenee that there was a young man 
whose lively eonversation and instruction would 
-ender him an agreeable addition to their party. He 
was immediately invited to join them, and the three 
sat down to, a pie« which had been prepared for the 
meal. Frederic, actuated by his usual thirst for in* 
formation, began putting qi^stions of all kinds to 
the stranger. He asked him respecting his countryt 
his family, his own pursuits and iotentions, till at 
length the yottng man, seeing no end to his. inter* 
rogatories, said, rather crossly, " Permit me, Wr, to 
observe^ that you have askedme an unreasonable number 
of questions in return for a single cut of a ^."— ** I 
entreat your pardon,'* answered Frederic, cour* 
teously ; " you know that travelers are always 
anxious to instruct themselves^ and I trast you wiU 
excuse me if I have mdiscreetly yielded to this feel- 
ing, as it is seldom that we find so favourable an op- 
portunity for gratifying it.*' When they parted* 
Frederic asked the stranger for his address; who 
gave it, wiUiout having an idea who hisnew acquaint- 
ance really was. The King of Prussia never lost 
sight of Le Catt ; and some years after this incideatf 
the t)lace of his reader bemg vacant, he wrote to 
offer it to him. Le Oatt- accepted it, and thus be- 
came fixed in ^e service of that sovereign.* 

The A\M Biuetiani was an Italian |>rie»t. When 
a veiy young man, he had been kidaaipped while per- 
forming mass in the village ehnrdi of which he was 
eurate, on the Italian side of the Tyrd, by a recruit- 
ing party of Frederic William's soldiery towards the 
end of the reign of that sovereign. He was brought 
to Berlin, and placed in a regiment as a private sok 
dier. His adventure, however, made a noise ; ana 
Frederic, then prince royal, became anxious to see 
and make acquaintance with him. He was struck 

• nMflDlC, aonfnlradt YfeDgt Ant'de 84irar A >«na. 
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with his acQteness ; for under a hezYj appemne^ 
Bastiani concealed all the finesse and quick percep- 
tion of a true Italian. When Frederic became king 
be released him from the army ; and shortly after his 
conquest of Silesia made him a canon of the cathe- 
dral at Breslau. From this time he was always, to 
a certain degree, in favour with Frederic ; but to- 
wards the end of the latter's life this favour had 
much increased, aided by his constant intrigues and 
suppleness. He became one of those habitual com- 
panions of the king upon whom he was accustomed 
to vent his sarcasms. Upon one occasion, and one 
only, the abb6 hazarded a spirited answer. Frederie 
had been attacking him for some time upon various 
topics; and finallyrecurringtohis favourite subject of 
p|[easantry, the Roman Catholic religion, he prophe* 
sled that Bastiani would some day be made popew 
«*Now,'' continued he, "as you. are now in my 
power, I should like to know what sort of reception 
you will give. me when I go to Rome. When I ap> 
pear before your holiness, what will you say to me f* 
— •* Sire," replied the abb6, ** I will say, O powerful 
black eagle, cover me Mfith your wings, but save me 
from your beak !"• 

But the man of the most conversational talent 
who was now attached to Frederic was another 
Italian, the Marquis Lucchesini. Lucchesini was a 
native of the little state 9f Lucca, and had come to 
Berlin, actuated by a spirit of enthusiasm for the 
character of the King of Prussia* Denina says of 
him, that he had ** as. much talent as either Algarotti 
orD*Argens, and not less instruction than the Colonel 
Quintus, with a knowledge of the great world which 
the latter never possessed.**! Frederic made him 
his chamberlain ; Conversed vnih him more than aiqr 
one else ; communicated his. writings to him ; and 



* Thietenlt, BooTMiira de Vingf Am de 86km i Berlin, 

t BMal wr l« Vie«c l^Remede Freitorien., nr TAbl 

to FnuM litMrtira •on* TtiSttic a, ptrPAbM DoibM.. 



804 UFB OF FRfiDBRIO U. [1780. 

employed bim in various departments of literature* 
After the death of the Kine of Prussia, Lucchesini 
continued in the service of nis successors for many 
years, principally in a diplomatic capacity; and 
finally retired to Florence, where he died a few jrears 
since. 

Herzberg had been for many years employed by 
Frederic as a diplomatist, and a writer of proclama- 
tions and state papers. Having displaced consider^ 
able talent and acuteness in these services, the king 
made him one of his principal ministers; and to- 
wards the end of his hfe admitted him much into his 
intimacy. As Herzberg was also a man of literature 
he was made curator of the academy, and was 
accustomed in that capacity to read a dissertation 
on the anniversary of the king's birthday. The 
subject of these generally turned upon the circum- 
stances and history of the Prussian dominions, or 
the improvements which Frederic had wrought in 
them. The year after the death of Frederic, Count 
Herzberg consecrated to his memory a well-written 
paper, read at the academy, and entitled Mimoire 
historiaue sur la dimiere Annie de la Vie de Frederic 
IL He subsequently superintended the publication 
of the posthumous Works of his sovereign and 
benefactor.* 

JZiethen and Mdllendorf were among the most able 
of the generals of Frederic, and were always treated 
by that sovereign with kindness and distinction 
Ziethen. was near ten years older than the king; 
and on this account Frederic was accustomed at re- 
views and upon similar occasions of fatigue io show 
iiim the most touching attentions; to oblige him to 
sit down while he himself stood and talked with 
him; aild in every way possible to mark his respect 
for the aged warnor. Mdllendorf, who had originally 
been one of Frederic's pages, and had distinguished 

* La Fnww litt^r^ire mhu Fredwie IL, pur VAXU Deoina^ 
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himself upon various oecasions, was made by hkn 
goyernor of Berlin towards the conclusion of his 
reign ; and by his successor was advanced to the 
rank of field-marshal. He was a man mfuch beloved. 
It was to him that Frederic said, when disjg^ustcd 
one day at the folly and indiscipline of the young 
military men of high rank, ** For the love of heaven, 
roy dear MoUendorf, deliver me from all these young 
pnnces, who spoil my arniy !"• 

Denina had become known to Frederic as the 
author of the History of the Revolutions of Italy ; 
and the king, in consequence of the merit of that 
work, engaged him in his service, and sent for him 
from Turin.^ He appears to have been a man of 
labour and instruction, but of moderate abilities. 
He published subsequently two or three works, upon 
the subject of the reign of Frederic, the literary men 
of Prussia, &c.t 

In 1780 the King of Prussia appointed M. de 
Carmer chancellor of his kingdom ; and he took this 
opportunity to coitoolidate and finaUy an;ange the 
great system of legal reform which he had been at- 
tempting for near forty years. Experience had now 
demonstrated what parts of the code which he had 
already given to his people were not calculated to 
promote their good, and to ensure a prompt and 
equal administration of justice. These portions 
were therefore amended, and the work was prose- 
cuted with so much diligence, tha^ in the following 
yearj the principal parts of the code were published, 
and had been put into operation. Frederic addressed 
to M. de Carmer, with his own hand, a long and 
well-reasoned statement, in which he developed 
his views with regard to the laws and the ad- 
ministration of justice. This was published at the 
head of the new edition of the Code Fredfric* It 
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has been already stated ia a former part of this 
work, that th^ code of laws acted upon in the Prus- 
sian dominions is undoubtedly still susceptible of 
considerable improvements ; but, at all events, Fred- 
eric accomplished two important points in legisla- 
tion ; namely, he afforded to his people cheap and 
speedy justice, to a degree which has hardly its 
parallel in any of the other countries of the civilized 
world.* 

The Empress Maria Theresa did not long survive 
the peace of Teschen. This eminent woman— for 
eminent, in spite of her bigotry and prejudices, she 
imdoubtedly was — died November 20th, 1780; and 
thus left open an ampler field for the restless ambi- 
tion and activity of Joseph the Second, to which her 
authority had always been a check. Frederic, how- 
. ever, was on his guard, and before he died again 
defeated the schemes of the Austrian cabinet. 

Joseph's first attempts at aggrandizement were 
designed to take place at the expense of the United 
Provinces of HoUandl He demanded from them the 
cession of the town of Maestricht, and the free navi- 
gation of the river Escaut This last demand was 
occasioned by a plan he had ih view for restoring 
the commerce o( Antwerp. The courts'of Versailles 
and Berlin, however, appeared disposed to assist the 
Dutch, which ob:iged the restless emperor to turn 
to other projects. The next which entered his head, 
and which he continued for some years to contrive 
in secret, was of a much more' extensive nature. 
Frederic had prevented his obtaining possession by 
force of Bavaria^ but Joseph still thought he might 
annex it to his dominions by negotiation and ex- 
change. He trusted to the supineness which old 
age generally causes, in order to keep the King of. 
Prussia ignorant, or at least inactive, in the business; 
and he intended to carry on his intrigues to a certain 

"^IfimbMii, lfonareIitoPniMiiime.-«-Vled0 Firodefic IL— GrimMii 
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point, and then wait for their development till the 
death (which could not probably be a distant event) 
of his old, yet stiU wily, antajgonist. His project 
was to exchange the Austrian provinces in the Low 
Countries, with the exception of the county of Na- 
mur and duchy of Luxembur^h, against the whole 
of the electorate of Bavaria.* 

The court of Petersburg, which, since the peace 
of Teachen, had contracted very intimate alliances 
with the Austrian monarch, favoured the arrange* 
ment; and the elector, Charles Theodore, consented 
to it, lured by the promise of the title of King of 
Burgundy, with which he was to be decorated. Be- 
fore, however, the plan was executed^ it became ne- 
cessary to obtain the acquiescence- of the Duke of. 
Deux-PontSy the heir of Charles Theodore. That 
tnince was sounded upon the subject, in the 
beginning of 1786, by the Russian envoy ; but re- 
fused his consent, and forthwith communicated the 
whole arrangement to the King of Prussia. Fred- 
eric, though already suffering under those infirmi- 
ties which, in the following year, conducted him to 
the tomb, took fire at the news, and lost not a n^o^ 
ment in taking steps to counteract the ambitious 
designs of the imperial family ; wh^ch he considered, 
with justice, as aa infringement of the stipulations 
of the treaty of Teschen, and as likely to prove 
most injiurious to the interests of the Germanic 
body. 

By his exertions a confederation was imihediately 
formed among the principal powers of Germany; 
of which the object was, to preserve the constitu- 
tion of the empire and the rights of its princes. 
The electors of Saxony, Hanover, and Mayence 
concurred readily in the views of Frederic; and the 
treaty of confederation, which has been known by 
the name of the Germanic Leaguet was signed at 
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Berlin on the 9l8t of Joly, 1785. The emperor was 
obliged, in consequence, with feelings of deep texa- 
tion, to renounce his ambitious plans; and'eTen to 
conclude a treaty with Holland, through the mediation 
of France, by which he renounced his claims upon 
Maestricht, and his demand for the opening of the 
navigation of the Escaut. This took plaee in No- 
vember, 1785. The Germanic League was the last 
public act of impoHance in the life of Frederic, who 
thus concluded, with honourable and successful ne- 
gotiation, a career which had commeiiced with con- 
quest and military glory. 

It remains to take a view of the last year of the 
life of this eminent man ; and to trace the ihaladies 
which concluded his eventful career. The King of 
Prussia, at this period, does not appear to have de- 
ceived himself with regard to bis real situation. 
Early in the year 1785 he became aware that his 
health was giving wa]^; but, determined as he was 
to continue his laborious duties to the end of his 
life, he carefully concealed the gradual decay which 
was undermining him from those around him. He 
was accustomed, therefore, whenever he felt fatigue 
or lassitude coming upon him, to have recourse to 
strengthening and stimulating medicines; and in 
order to hide from curious eyes the wasting appear- 
ances of disease on' his face, he even went so far, 
upon public occasions and at reviews, as to wear 
rouge.* Hib principal complaint was gout, and the 
attacks at length became almost perpetual, in con- 
sequence of Ms total neglect of regimen in diet. 
As he grew older, and consequently less active, his 
fondness for the pleasures of the taUe became much 
increased ; and though his enfeebled stomach fre- 
quently refused to perform the functions he wished 
to impose upon it, he continued to the last to eat 
.voraciously oi the most unwholesome food. The 
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Italian dish polenta, eel-pies, and pat^s de foie gras 
were among his most habitual dishes.* 

In the month of August, 1785, Frederic, -made a 
journey, as usual, into Silesia, for the purpose of re- 
viewing his troops. On the S4th of that month he 
attended their manceuvres during a verv heavy rain, 
which continued for many hours*! He refused to 
put on a cloak, and returned at length, after the busi- 
ness of the day, to his house, wetted quite to the 
8kin. His health immediately suffered by this im- 
prudent exposure, and he returned to Potsdam 
feverish and unwell. His accustomed activity pre- 
vented him from taking either the repose^ or the 
remedies that were necessary for his condition ; 
and on the- 18th of September his state was ren- 
dered still more precarious by an attack of apoplexy. 

From this he was recovered by means of violent 
remedies ; and the restoration of his faculties was 
marked by the energetic and characteristic words, 
" Be silent ;^ which were the first he uttered, and 
were addressed to those of his attendants who had 
witnessed the seizure.^ 

During the autumn the fever left him, but was 
succeeded by a hard dry cough ; which continued 
through the winter, and was sufficiently violent to 
disturb his sleep. As during all this time he refused 
to submit to the diet or the discipline which his 
medical attendants advised, he became gradually 
worse.^ His strength diminished; his legs began 
to swell ; and an almost constant oppression on his. 
chest prevented his lying long in a tecumbent pos- 
ture. He therefore gavo up almost entirely goinff 
to bed, and was. accustomed to pass his days ana 
nights equally in an arm-chair. At the same time, 
the gout, which usually afflicted him periodically in 
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tbe autumn, but at the same time formed a vent by 
which nature in his constitution relieved herself, re« 
turned no more; and his night per8|)irations, which, 
during his whole life, he had always found of the 
greatest serrice to his health, entirely d^ppeared. 
From the moment that this sjrmptom of decay be- 
came manifest, Frederic appears to have thought 
▼ery ill of his own condition. He was accustomed 
to answer despondingly, when fresh remedies were 
suggested to lum, ^ iUi, if my perspiration could but 
return »"• 

During the spring of 1786 nature appears to have 
made an effort to relieve the sufifertng monarch. In 
the month of April he became perceptibly better, s6 
much so that on the 17th of that month he went to 
Sans Souci ; where he took up his abode, njever again 
to leave it. Shortly ^fter this he m^e several at- 
tempts to ride on horseback, thinking that that kind 
of e>Kercise would be of service to him ; but his in- 
creasing weakness obliged him to give it iip, and to 
confine himself to a gvden^hair, in which he was 
wheeled about his gardens. Still, however, under all 
his sufferings, Frederic continued to execute, with 
extreme punctuality and great mental iactivity, the 
duties of his station.! 

He was at this time attended by the two principal 
physicians of his court, Cothenius and SeUe, and by 
tiie surgeon Frese.f But, with a natural wish to 
conceal the fatal* truth from himself, he was dis^at* 
isfied with them, for hinting their opinion that his 
disease was a dropsy ; and Selle and Frese, indeed, 
suffered a temporary disgrace inconsequence. He 
therefore beOime anxious to see some other physi- 
cians, attd he sent for Dr. Zimmermann^ oi Hanover, 
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whom he had seen sonid years beforCf and with 
whose conyeisatiou he had been pleased. The letter 
he wrote to Zimmermann was as follows:— - 

** Dr. Zinimermann,^I have been for the last eight 
months suffering severely from asthma. The phy- 
sicians of this coontry give me all sorts of dru^^ 
but which, instead of doing me good, rather make 
me worse. The reputation of your skill, which is 
spread through the north of Europe, makes me wish 
that you would pay me a fortnights visit, in order 
that I may consult you respecting the state of my 
health. You of course understand that I shall pay 
for your Journey, as well as all other expenses. If 
therefore you copsent to my proposal, I will send a 
letter to the Duk6 of York, who I am sure will 
readily give you permission to come here. I pray 
God to take you under his holy and sacred protec- 
tion ! " Frbderic* 
•* Poto^am, 6(h Jane, nse.* 



CHAPTER IV. 



SRwMnumB'k AMoant of tiM Btsto ^ the King of Pnualtt— His Ooo- 
Temtions wUb him— Zlmnemmnn leayn biro— Frederic*!! LetMr u> 
the Dncheae of Branswick—Minbeau's Aceount of the liM Days of 
Ffederio, and of hie Deatb— Henberg's Teatimony respecting bia 
Vatienceaad Laboriousneaa djifing bia |llnea»— BelMooa Letter ad* 
draaaed to Fredeiic-^Frederic'a WiU and Funeral— auxabeau'a Char- 
acter of blm. 

ZiHMBRMAifN aTrivcd at Potsdam. on the iSSd of 
June, and continued there till the 12th of July, pay- 
ing the king two visits daily. In his first interview 
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with Frederic, the latter asked him, " Doctor, can 
you cure me 1"^—** I can relieve your majesty," was 
the prudent reply of the physician. Even this^last 
promise was difficult, however, to be accomplished, 
for Fredeiic frequently refiised to take the doctor's 
prescriptions, while he was, at the same time, more 
unruly than ever respecting his diet. In his con** 
vcrsations also with Zimmermann, which have been 
published, he dwelt much more upon literature and 
indifferent subjects than upon the symptoms and 
remedies of his own immediate complaints, wlpch 
he would hardly allow the doctor to touch upon. 

Zimmermann thus describes the appearance of 
the king in his first interview with him at Sans 
Souci :— " When I entered the apartment of the kinff, 
I found him sittinff in an elbow-chair, with his bade 
turned towards that side of the room by which I 
had entered. He had on his head a large hat very 
much worn, ornamented with a plume of feathers, 
equally ancient ; and his dress consisted of a cloak 
of sky-blue satin, all bedaubed and tinged of a 
brownish yellow colour before with Spanish snufT. 
He wore boots, and rested one of his legs, which 
was very much swelled, upon a stool, while the other 
hung down to the floor. When he perceived me, 
he pulled off his hat in a very civil and condescending 
manner, and in a mild tone of voice said, ' I return 
you many thanks, sir, for your kindness- in coming 
hither, and for the speed with which you have per- 
formed your journey.' "• 

Zimmermann proceeded to examine the king 
with regard to the nature of his complaints. When 
he looked at his legs, which were much swelled, as 
well as the lower part of his body, Frederic observed, 
**My legs are much swelled, you see; but I am 
asthmatic, and not dropsical." To this Zimmer- 
mann made an evasive answer. He then felt his 
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pulse, which he vsvn was full and strong, and indi- 
cated a considerable degree of fever. He was also 
much oppressed m his breathing, and coughed almost 
without remission. Aiter a little further coUTersa- 
tion, in which Frederic praised the Duke of York, 
who was then residing at Hanover, and said, "1 love 
him as tenderly as a father can love a son,*** Zim- 
mermann retired. Before prescribing for hiB august 
patient, he wished to read attentively the written re- 
ports of his majesty's midady, drawn up by his phy- 
sician Selle ; and also to hear the vivA voce accounts 
Of his state fh)m his favourite servant and hussar 
Schoeningvt ^ho was in constant attendance upon 
him. Frederic desired- Zimmermaitifi, wh^n he 
patted from him, to return the ncYt day at ihtee 
O'ctock. 

When the physician had conversed with Seh<eningy 
and seen his correspondence with Selle, who, though 
hi disgrace, still received and returned medical com- 
munications on the state of the king's health, through 
^e hussar (and according to the opmion <>f Zimmer- 
ttann had treated his case throughout very ably)^ 
he no linger felt the slightest dotrt)t that the king 
was in a confirmed 4iropsy. '^.His foee,** adds Zim- 
ttiermann, *«was not eilly emaciated and thin, but 
appeared of that pde yellow colour which always 
hraicates a depravation of the fli^s find solids, and 
which, in the I2ke cases. Is aSfways* a very imfavour* 
aUe symptom, tlis hands wei^ also disealotfred and 
dry ; his belly was gteaHly sweiUdd^ asd his legs 
were not only in the same condition, as much as 
legs could be, but the swelling,, as I have already 
said, extended even to the thighs. I also learned," 
eoutiiraes the doctor, ** that the king had not taken 
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tbe remedies prescribed for himr though the best 
that could be administered, and the most suitable to 
his disorder* above once or twice; and that be was 
a sworn enemy to medicines of every kind, except 
to a digestive powder, composed of rhubarb, Glauber 
salts, and a few other trifling ingredients, in which 
alone he had any faith. I learned, too, that no idea 
could be formed of the excess which the king al« 
lowed himself in his. food; that bis cooks were 
obliged to season all his fishes in such a manner 
as was enough to destroy his stomach ; that those 
which were most difficult of digestion were liis 
greatest favourites ; that he was passionately fond 
of Prussian pease, which are undoubtedly the hardest 
in the world ; that this regimen was the cause of 
those complaints and vomitings which often came 
upon him after dinner, and of those fits of cplic 
that attaeked him several times every week ; and 
that nobody durst venture to remojastrate with him 
on this subject."* 

Zimmermann's hope of being of service to the 
King of Prussia was now much diminished; but it 
became still more so on the following day, 6n which, 
just as lie was sitting down to dinner, he was sent 
for in all haste .to come to the king. • When he 
arrived he found Frederic coughing violently. He 
could not spesk, and at every fit of coughing the 
blood flow^ profusely from his mouth; and his 
respiration was so oppressed that Zimmerroann ex- 
pected everr moment to be his last. He could not 
breathe in his chair, but was obliged to stand up, 
which had so exjiausted him that his head hung 
down and rested on his breast. At length he sat 
down, and immediately fell asleep; but was > soon 
waked by fresh fits of coughing, which caused a re- 
newed expectoration of blood. This distressing 
scene lasted half an hour, when a slight cessation 

* EntraCiMw de Frederic Bd de Pirwn ifiw ]« Itoelnur a 
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of the coagbinif and oi^resaion takilig i^acet Fred* 
enc asked the doctor what he could do for him. 
Frederic, as usual, objected to the remedies proposed* 
but finally submitted to them; and Zimmermann 
took this opportunity to request he might be allowed 
to consult with the king's disgraced physician Selle, 
whose treatment of his Complaints he also eylogized. 
But Frederic refused to permit this, at the same 
time darting so terrible and angry a look at his phy- 
sician that he could no longeir venture to urge so 
unpalatable a subject to hifti. After this his spasms 
of coughing returned, togetiier with a violent colic; 
and when, from exhaustion, he at intervals dropped 
asleep, the convulsive motions of his face showed 
the difficulty he had in breathing.* 

After four hours passed in this painful manner the 
long became better, and Zimmerms^nn was dismissed* 
It is worthy of remark^ as a proof of the anxiety of 
Frederic to perform his duties as king in spite of 
bodily infirmities and sickness, that Zimmermann 
mentions that in >oiie of the short intervals of his 
parox3rsms of coughing, the king drew towards him 
a very large packet of letters, which had been laid 
on the table near him for his signature, and, with a 
tremUing hand, signed them, one after the other* 
When this task was completed, he sank back in his 
dbsur, in a state of entire exhaustion. 

The next day Frederic was much better ; and, in 
consequence, had a long conversation with his phy« 
aician on literary subjects; hardly allowing him to 
say a word on medicine. - It was on this occasion 
that Frederic said, '* Locke and Newton were, of all 
men, the deepest thinkers ; but the French under* 
stand much better than the English the manner of 
expressing things well.*' He then praised the his- 
torians Hume and Robertson: and Zimmermann 
having mentioned Gibbon, the king^made him give 

•SoimtaMdtFMerieltoldePnine vmjbb 
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him an aecotint of his Roman History, which he had 
not seen. The next day Zimmermann arranged 
with the king the medicines which he was to t&e* 
The prineipal o( these was the juice of the taraxacum, 
or dajidelion. When Frederic had heard the doctor'a 
plan of medical treatment, he said again, ^ You in» 
tend, then, to cure me 1** — ^And Zimmermann again 
replied, " I intend to relieve your majesty, if yoo 
will have patience, and allow me the necessary time. 
A patient relieved is half cured.** ^ 

The following days w^re principally occupied in 
discussions with the king respcctiii^ the taraxaeum, 
the virtues of which he contested in order to avoid 
the taking of it. At length he took a dose of it^ 
and, as it so happened that he was particularly well 
that day, he was much pleased with the medicine, 
and in peculiarly good-humour. Heconversed with 
Zimmermann respecting the Empress Cathehne of 
Russia, with whom the doctor. corresponded; and 
inquired respecting her health, Which he affirmed to 
be bad, though Zimmermann assured- him of the 
contrary, and that she had latteriy written hini 
word that '*A«r keaUk mdy cost htr fifteen pence c 
year.^ , At the conclusion of this conversation Fiedr* 
eric said, ^ I allow that the Empress of Russia is « 
woman of extraordinary, genius.** 

Foi' a few days the taraxacum afforded relief to 
the king, though )ie took it irregularly and in too 
small Quantities, and continued to indulge himself ia 
unwholesome dishes. As he became better his ap^ 
petite increased ; and at length, on the 30th of Juae» 
he ate the following dinner :^*^ large quantity oC 
soup, composed of strong and extremely hot ingren 
dients, to which, he had added a variety of apices i 
then he. ate heartily of bouilli k la Ruase (beef dressed 
with wine and spirits); then of the Italian dish 
polenta, composed of the flour of Turkey wheat 
and Parmesan cheese, seasoned with garlic and hot 
spieestthe whole fried in butter tilia very thick and 
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heavy crust is formed upon it. He copcloded his 
dinner witii a large plate of eel-pie, which was so 
hot that, as a person who was at table with him ex- 
pressed it, ^it looked as if it had been baked 
mhell.'' 

The effects of this dinner were spasms and Tomit- 
ings. When Zimmermann came to him he found 
him suffering under these inflictions, while his eoun- 
tenance bore marks of the deepest dejection and sad- 
ness. His first words were, " Doctor, I am an old 
carcass, fit only to be thrown to the dogs."* The 
physician endeavoured to raise th^ king's spirits, 
Dot in vain ; though he seemed grateful for his kind- 
ness. The following day (July the 1st), Frederic 
was rather better, though still dejected* He said to 
Zimmermann^ ^X few days of happiness have 
passed awajr verv quickly." Zimmermann took 
the opportunity of remarking upon the king's diet , 
but the latter turned off the conversation by alluding 
tp other matters. The few following days the king 
was in better health, and heM long and confidentiil 
conversations with his physician. 

On the 4th of July, when the doctor saw the king 
ia the afternoon, ail had again' changed for the 
trorse. He had applied himself to public business 
from half-past three in the morning till seven. He 
then-ate for his breakfast a plate of sweetmeats, 
composed of sugar; white of eggs, and sour cream; 
then strawberries, cherries, and cold meat. At 
eleven he was helped with much difilculty on horse* 
back ; and remained riding, and fiequentlv galloping, 
^out the gardens of Sans Souci for three hours, 
when he returned home much weakened and ex«- 
hausted. At dinner he had no appetite, and imme- 
diately after dinner he was seized with vomiting. 
When Zimmermann came to him he was so op- 
pressed he could not talk ti> hmi; but sent him 

* "JiMfOto 40*11116 TMltoetmMt |)f«i|^«i«tt«ri !«▼«»»?• 
Dd!^ 
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awlsty, MTUig, ^Forgive me, sir^ I really cannot 
«pefllk.'* On the 6th of July he was again bettev; 
Imt on the 6th he had a yioLent colic and indigesr 
tion, in consequence of having eaten immoderately 
of fresh eels* He, however, attributed his illness to 
the taraxacum, and began to be in very bad-humour 
with the remedy, and also with the physician by 
whom it was administered. Zimmarmann was 
therefore obliged to direct his mind to other 
subjects. / 

On the 7th and 8th he continued in much the same 
state ; bat on the latter day the physician T«iilufe4 
to tell him, '* Your majesty*s most dangerous ene« 
mies are your cooks«** To this Frederic replied* 
** You cannot form any idea of mv tempeianoe. I 
only taste my food, and eat merely for the sake of 
acquiring strength." He then, in order to avoid tot 
ther remarks of the same kind, began asking ques* 
lions respecting Hanover. In the oourse of the c&bi 
versation Zimmermann, alluding to the ^Gcrmanio 
League, took an opportunity or saying, '^By that 
pacmc league your majesty crowned aU your other 
BoUe ez(£>tts.*'*^^ Germany ,**. answerea the king, 
modesUy, ^ is a kind of republic : it was in dangiv 
of losing its i^publican form ; \aod it was with tha 
sincerest pleasure that I saw it re-established.* On 
the 9th of luly Frederic was worse after dinner, in 
consequence of having eaten to excess of fresli her 
lings, and other still mo^ unwholesome dishes. In 
q>ite of this he held a long conversi^ion with Zim* 
mermann, upon politicai as well asotiier subjects. 
Before he left him for the evening, Frederic said to 
Mm, ^ You must eee how wretchedly I waDc.** Tlie 
hussar in waiting was then called ; and the kiogy 
supported by him, walked slowly and with great 
ditflcuUy through three rooms. His respiration 
during this exertion was much impeded ( and after 
it was concluded his exhaustion was excessive. 

On the 10th of July Zimmermann took leave «f the 
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"kingf and set off op his journey back to Hanover. 
On this day Frederic was visited by an attack of 
hemorrhoids, which had been prognosticated by the 
physician, and which, as it afforded temporary relief 
to the patient, had put him in peculiarl^^ good-humour« 
In taking leave of Zimmermann the king said, ^ I ask 
pardon of your patients for having deprived them of 
your assistance ; and I thank you for your kindness 
m staying so long Mrith me. I wish you may be al- 
ways haM)y^^ He then gave him a letter for the 
Duke of y orky adding ah affectionate message ; and 
then dismissed him with great kindness* taking off 
his hat and bowing, and saying, " Adieu^ my good, 
my dear Mr. Zimmermann; do not forget the p}d 
. plan you have seen hejre,^ Zimmermann retired ipucli 
ajSe^led; leaving the king, as he says, ''Uot pqiy in 
a dangerous, bui in a desperate condition. With a 
confirmed dropsy, to all appearance an abscess in the 
lungs, and sucn a prostration of sirength that he.c4)vi}d 
.neiUier istand xknt move without support.^* , 

In reiurnsi^^ to Hanover Zimmerniaun saw the 
King QfPnms!^ sister, the Ducliess of Prunswipji^ ; 
aiul it woiiid appear probable, that not wishing to 
alarm her raspectihg the. state of her brother, he 
gave her a more favourable account of his health 
tfaaa was warranted by the fact. The duchess, in 
eonsoqueace* wrote in tern^s of hope and confidence 
to the king, who replied thus, only six d^y/s heXoie 
hisdeath:-^ 

''lOthJMMlwmTSO 

^ My adoralde Sister, 
^ The physician of Hanover must hiave wished to 
give you a favourable p{»nion of bis skill; bMt the 
Imth is that he was of no Mse to me. Thie old mu^ 
give place to the yo4mg,in order that each generation 
nay find a i^ace for itself. Indeed^ life itself is little 
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else than the witnessing the births and deaths ol 
one's countrymen. In the mean while 1 find mysetf 
a little easier for the last few days« My heart is 
always inviolably attached to you, my dear sister 
With the highedt esteem^ believe me ever, my ador 
able, sister,. 

^Voor faithful brother and servant, 

•^Fbkdekic.'^ 

From the time of the departure of Dr. Zimmermatm 
the malady of Firederic hastened rapidly to its close» 
and the kine became still more unruly both as to 
medicine and diet. When offered the former he used 
to reject it, and say, "This is all useless ; it must 
come to an end." On the 13th of July MirabeaUt 
who was then employed diplomatically at Berlin by 
the French government, writes, " The kmy is very 
ill, but not yet dying. All is stiH kept in awe by 
him : he continues king, and will be so to the end.** 
On the 14th he writes again, '^Zimmeraann tee net 
been able to obtain amr victory over the polenta and 
the eel-pies. Re is s^ over (edematous sweUiags.** 
Again, on the 21st, ^ The dropsy is in the stomachy 
and even in the chest : the king knows it since 
Thursday. Som^ say he receive the news wife 
great magnanimity; others that he ill-treated the 
too sincere physician. He might draw on for some 
time, and even, as Doctor Baylies thinks, for more 
thw a yecff, if he would take care of himself; but I 
doubt his ever giving up eel-pies." On the 37th he 
8a3rs, "The fine weather keeps the king-alive ; but 
he is very ill. On Wednesday he was wheeled about 
for a few minutes in the open air in his chair, but 
he could not bear it, and suffered much, b€»th while 
it was going on and afterward. On Thursday he wa^ 
still worse, and yesterday no better.^ On the 31st» 
^The king is decidedly worse; he has had a lovar 

*VlidtFr»diifftaIL 
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upon him forihe last two days: tlMS omj eiUier kill 
hiffl or somewhat predonff his days. Nature has aU 
ways done so much for this extraordinanr man that 
another attack of hemorrhoids may perhaps come 
and revive him. His muscular force is still con- 
siderable.'' 

On the 3d of August his account is still more de- 
tailed : — ^ The king is sensibly bettet, as far as suf- 
fering goes, when he does not move. ' He has given 
up the use of the taraxacum, and only takes doses 
of rhubarb. His appetite is very good, and he pre- 
serves no moderation at all upon the Subject of eat- 
ing. The most unwholesome' things are what he is 
fondest of. If an indigestion occurs, as frequently 
is the ease, he doubles his dose of rhubarb. He ift 
very cfaillj^, and is always enveloped in pelisses, and 
eovered with feather bedsi He has not been.in bed for 
six weeks, but sleeps in his chair for a considerable 
time together, and always turned to the right side. 
The swelling au^ents. He sees ft, but will not 
perceive what it is, or at least will not appear to do 
so ( but talks as if it were a swelling accompanying 
convalescence, and proceeding from pr^ious weak- 
ness. He is determined not to die, if violent reme- 
dies can save him, but to submit to punctures and 
ineiaiona to draw off the watfer ; but those the {di^r- 
aictan cannot venture upon. , Meanwhile his head is 
perfectly free, and he does a great deal of business." 

On the 8th of August the. account is again very 
bad :<-r** The king is extraordinarily ill : some say ha 
has only some hours to live, but this is probably an 
exaggeration. On the 4th erysipelas appeared on 
the leg: this announces bursting and mortifieation. 
He has much oppression ; and the smell of the wound 
is very bad : the least attack of fover would conclude 
the drama." The 12th, Fnederic was again better} 
the bursting of the legs, and the conaeqipent discharge 
of water, having diminished the swelling and oppres- 
«ion; "but the weakness was oxc^asivfiy and the 
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appetite drngenmsly ▼oiacioiuB.*' On tbe IMh the 
discharge of water and the relief from it continiied; 
'^hut feter comes on in the eyening. At the same 
time the appetite continues so extraordinary that the 
king eats every day of ten of twelve dishev.at dinner, 
each very highly seasoned; besides at breakfast and 
supper bread and butter covered with salted tongue 
and pepper. We are at the last scene.*^ 

On that day (the 15th) he had slept, cMitrary to 
his invariable habit, till eleven o^clock ; but when he 
awoke, .in spite of his excessive weakness, he had 
gone through his accustomed labour of answering 
letters, &c. 'with his secretaries ; and he had done 
this, not only without any want of attention, but even 
with a precision and readiness of mind which would 
have been remarkable even in a sovereign in the en- 
joyment of good health. He also Bioned the letters 
he had dictated; though, his hand and his sight both 
failing him, his signature was hardly more than H 
blot of ink. After this, however, and after having 
given the word to the garrison, Frederic feH into a 
sort of lethargy, in which he continued till the next 
day, when Frederic WiUiam, being apprized of his 
situation, sent the phjrsician Selle to visit him. Selle 
arrived in the chamber of the ian^ at three in the 
afternoon, and found this extraordinary man still so 
much alive to surrounding Objects, that not having 
been sent for by him, he did'not dare to make his 
presence known to him. His eyes were still bright, 
and hi9 perceptions still,.to a certain degree, remamed 
to him ; hot his memory failed him ; and for the first 
time since he began to reiffn he cfidnot remember 
that he had not gone thnni^n the accustomed labours 
of the day. The mortification which had commenced 
in his legs, and the total prostration (^ strength, also 
convinced the physician that a few hours would eoa* 
dude the king^ Ufe. 

« Krabem, HMflin aeofie dftU Gov dt 
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At length, oh the 17th of August, Mirabeau begins 
his letter with these remarkable words : — *^ The great 
event is consummated. Frederic William reigns. 
One of the greatest characters that ever occupied a 
throne is no more; and one of the most perfect 
moulds which' nature ever formed or organized is 
broken."* Frederic the Second expired on the 17th 
of August, 1786, at twenty minutes past two in the 
morning; being in the seventy-fifth year of his age 
and the forty-sixth of his reign^ 

An eyewitness of the illness and death of this great 
monarch bears testimony to his indefatigable activity 
and application in governiug the affairs of his king- 
dom during the last seven months of his life ; not- 
withstanding the painful and mortal malady with 
which he was afflicted during the whole of that time. 
Nor was he less attentive during the same period to 
foreign affairs and negotiations which regarded Eu- 
rope in general or Prussia in particulaiu In spite of 
his incurable condition, he never ceased to give to 
them all the greatest attention and the most continual 
application ; to read all the despatches of his minis- 
ters at foreign courts and to dictate the answers to 
them and to his other letters, which occupied, him 
every morning from four till seven o'clock: he also 
kept up a regi^ar correspondence with the various 
departments of foreign administration. It was thus 
that he continued to labour during seven months of 
the year 1786, to confirm his last great work, the 
Oermamc League ; to interfere with effect in the trou- 
bles of HoUaoid; and to support his rights and those 
of his subjects against the reclamations of the city of 
Dantzic. He kept up an equally constant, and indeied 
daily, correspondence with the ministers of the de- 
I>artment8 of justice and finance ; while at the same 
time he directed by himself* and without the assist- 
ance of any minister or general, all Us military cor-i 

* Mirabea^Hiatdre Secrete deUCoordsBtrlin. 
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respondence, dictating^ his ordeirs to his secretaries 
and aids-de-camp. A few days eyen before his death 
he explained to the latter all the mancBuvres which 
were to be executed at the reviews in Silesia, pre- 
scribing to them with great miniiiiteness the exact 
localities they were to occupy. At the same period 
he sent for Cieneral d^Anhalt to Potsdam, in order to 
explain to him soitie extensive tfiilitary arrangements 
relative to the raising of Some free battalions, in or- 
der to render the movements of the ttrmy more easy 
in case of war. 

He also saw the ministers of state Hoym and 
Werdcr, and the privy counsellor Schutz, to concert 
with them new plans for bringing lands into cultiva- 
tion, and for instituting and Improving manufactures ; 
all of which he wished to have executed in the dif- 
ifereflt provinces in the year 1787. But that which 
he was the most an)^ious about was to build, at his 
own expense, new villages in those districts where 
the farms were too large, and where there were too 
few inhabitants. Above all, he took a singular plea- 
sure in executing a design he had formed of having 
300 sheep brought from Spain, to improve the breed 
in his dominions. As these sheep were expected to 
pass through Potsdam a few days before his death, 
he waited for them with much impatience, in^oding 
to have some of them sent to Sans Souci, topayhkn 
a visitj as he expressed it.* 

** I mention these circumstaiices,^ cohtinues' the 
Count de Herzberg, from whom the above [Mirticulars 
are .taken, ''sdthough they may seem minute and 
trivial, because they show in its true and most fa- 
vourable light the blenevolence of his character, and 
how entirely it was occupied with objects of public 
utility. I can depose to all that I have related with 
the greater security and aecdFaey, because I passed 
the mst 'five weeks of Frederic's bfe with him at Sana 
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Souci, from the 9th of July, on which day he sent for 
me, till the 17th of August, on which he died. 1 call 
to witness the Counts de Schwerin, Goertz, Luc» 
chesini, and Pinto, who saw him with me for three 
or four hours each day, whether (although swelled 
and aflTected all over with dropsy to that de^ee that 
he could not more himself without assistance in his 
chair, in which he remained night and day, without 
oeing able to bear lying on a bed, and though it was 
evident that he suffered cruelly), he ever allowed us 
to perceive the least sign or sense of pain, the mani- 
festation of which could be disagreeable to us ; but 
whether, on the other hand, he did not always pre- 
serve a serene, contented, and tranquil air, and w^h- 
out ever alluding to his condition ; whether he did 
not always converse with us in the most agreeable 
and cordial manner on the news of the day, on litera- 
ture, on ancient and modern history, and particularly 
on farming and gardens, which he was always very 
anxious about."* 

The patience of Frederic during sipkness, and es^ 
pecialiy during his last malady,' is attested by various 
anecdotes. His kindness to his servants during his 
own sufferings was also very remarkable. He ad- 
dressed them in the mildest manner, and was always 
so afraid of giving them trouble, that frequently 
during the ni^nt he fbrbore to ask for what he wanted, 
rather than disturb their rest*! 

The King of Prussia's daily life continued to the 
end to be as follows : — Having, during the evenings 
and mornings, read the despatches of his ambassa- 
dors at forei^ courts, and the reports of his gene- 
rals and ministers, he saw, either at four or five in 
the morning, according to the (quantity of business 
he had to transact, his three cabinet .secretaries, one 
after the other; and dictated to the one the answers 

* MAroolre hiatoriqtie mar la deniMre kkmH de la Vte de Fradarie 11^ 
par le Comta de Henberg.—Bloge da Roi de Pmaae, par M. de GuiberU 
t Mirabeao, Hisioire Secrete de la Cour de Beriin^Vie de FMeric XL 
Vol. II.— £e 
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to b« written to the ambassadorsy and to the two 
others those to the ministers and the generals, on 
military, financial, or judicial subjects, as well as 
answers to an infinite number of letters and petitions 
from individuals ; and this with such precision and 
exactness, especially.in the more complicated des- 
patches, that the secretaries had only to add the ad- 
dresses, and the dates. After having finished this 
labour at seven or eight o'clock, he gave audience 
to the commandant of Potsdam, General Rohdich, 
and after him to his aids-de-camp, to whom he gave, 
by word of mouth, the orders to the garrison for the 
day. It was only after having thus performed his 
duties as king that he saw for a few minutes his 
surgeon, and sometimes his physician, in order to 
coimdt as to what was necessary to be done for his 
malady. About eleven, the society before mentioned 
came to him, and remained with him tiU twelve 
when he dined alone. After dinner he signed all the 
despatches and letters which! he had tlictated in the 
morning. Heihen again received his society at &ve 
o'clock, and conversed with them, till eight, when 
they took leave of him for the evening. He passed 
the rest of the evening in having select passages 
from the ancient authors, such as Cicero, Flutarchf 
&C.J read to him by his reader. He then perused his 
n^wly-arrived despatches, or took the snort inter- 
vals of sleep which his sufferings permitted him. 
This course of life was continued till the 15th of 
August, on which day even he dictated and signed 
despatches, so well reasoned that they would have 
done credit to the ablest diplomatists. He did not 
cease to perforn^ the great functions of a king and 
minister of state till August the l^th, on which day 
he became insensible, ami during the night of which 
he ceased to live ;* ''ecshaling his great soul," to use 

• ^ l*he'eel6bYftt«d gittomorvir Monow, Count RiMiafiehiaet infimmd 
Che (mtttot-ttiM be wm «t Fbtedem vhen Frederic ttie Great died ; and 
ttet H was tiki mere tbM ttae Ung leaHy died abont midnii^i, bat tbat 
Us attendants, afraid of approaching or disturbing Uai» did not a»mrUam 
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the veiy words of M . de Herzberg^, ** wifhont any 
convulsive movement, in my presence, and in that 
^f the physician M» Selle.''* 

The most pain All cireamstance in the last stage 
•f the life of Frederic the Great was the absence 
of those reiip^ous feelings which alone can cheer the 
death-bed alike of the great and of the lowly. Zim- 
merroann says he died in a continued disbelief of 
revelation, and even of the immortality of the soul ; 
and there is, unfortunately, no reason to doubt the 
aoeoracy of the physician's statement. A few days 
before his death he received the foHowing le^tter: — 

«Sir^ 
" Filled as I am with respect and reverence for the 
Supreme Being, I cannot forbear from recalling, in 
an humility, to your majesty's mind, what is the 
greatest and most precious of all treasures, and that 
which alone can render you happy. That treasure 
Is the fsdth which comes from the grace of God. 
The wisest of men cannot give it to nii]tiself : God 
alone can. But the great understanding of your 
majesty will ^t once ^rceive that this important 
adrantase, which alone can lead to eternal life, must 
be asked of God in prayer, joined with a right course 
of life, and a due meditation of the Scriptures. Thi 
eertainty of obtaining this, God, the Csither of all 
mercfes, will undoubtedly give to your majesty, if 
you will acknowledge the mediation of his blessedSon 
Jesus Christ,— that medication of love and charitj; 
and if you will adopt the sentiments which it m- 
spires, and desire sincerely to have the Holy Spirit 
for your guide. Eternal happiness is worthy of 

hU dMth till modi later. Coant BoatopeliliM was taken ia tbe nMriiloA 
1»y <me of the attendants of Frederf e, to see the dead sovereign. He waa 
atUl ia hia arm-ehair, and tbe expr e ea t oa^f hie ftce wb rematlmbly ealm 
and placid, tbougli mueli extoiuiated by diaeaae. One comer of taia 
mouth Mrae drawn down, whioti the count attributed to the taking tha 
masK otf hie fhee in order to preserve a Ukeneaa of him, whieh waa donH 
bnmediately after hia death. 

* M^mohre hiatorique aur It dernidre Annte de la Via de Fcederia B.. 
pir la Comla da Henberg. 
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being taoqght of. It is obtained by the grace of God 
for those who humble themselves before him. If, 
says Jesus, ye are not converted, and do not become 
like little children, ye cannot enter into the kingdom 
of heaven. The change lAay be difficult for your 
majesty; but with God every thing is possible, and 
may his blessed Son have pity upon you ! I am, with 
the most profound respect, ana the most Christian 
charity, &c. &c. 

'* The simple and faithful Christian, 

" O. F.** 

To this appeal Frederic's only remark was, *' Let 
this be answered civilly ; the intention of the writer 
is good."* 

One of the first acts of the new King of Prussia 
was to confirm the legacies of Frederic's will. This 
document was dated in 1769 ; ajid was written, says 
Mirabeau, " in a Ipfl^ and oratorical tone ; the tes- 
tator, at the same time, peculiarly specifying that 
his legacies were all made upon his private 8*avings.'*t 
He left various sums and annuities to the different 
members of his family, the largest of which was the 
one bequeathed to I'rince Henry. Rings, snpff- 
boxes, and sets of horses to. some other German 
princes, among whom was the Duke of Brunswick ; 
and the service of plate he always used to his sister 
Amelia. The only clause of his will which was not 
executed was the one where he directed himself to 
be buried near his dogs in the gardens of Sans 
Souci,— -a last mark of his contempt for his own 
species, which had undpubtedly better been omit« 
ted. He was buried-in a small chapel, in the church 
of the garrison at Potsdam; where, side by side, 
repose Frederic and his father; the former in a 
a coffin of block-tin, the latter in one of copper, and 
equally without ornament of any kind. After the 
foneral of Frederic, his sword, which had won so 

* EntretieDa de Fraderic Roi de Praase avoe le Ooetenr Zimmemiuui. 
t Minbeau, Hialolra Sacrace da la Coiur d« Berlin. 
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matiy battles, was placed on his coffin, where it re* 
mained till Kapoleon came as a ccmqueroT to Pots* 
dam : he carried it away, and it was subsequ^tly 
lost on his departure for Elba. One hero should not 
surely thus have vrolated so interesting a relic of 
another. 

The Aineral of Frederic took place on the 9th of 
September, and is described 1>y Mirabeau a^ haTioff 
been an imposingr spectacle. As, however, royal 
obsequies resemble one another so much, the cir- 
cumstances of it are hardly worth detailing.* 

To attempt a latKmred character of Frederic woidd 
be here a superfluous ta3k. His talents, his titerary 
attainments, his military prowess, his civil adminis- 
tration, the benefits he conferred on his territories, 
his errors, and his faults, are ail detailed in the pre»> 
ceding pages ; and if the relations connected with 
these various parts of his character uia history are 
well considered by those who read, the instructiOB 
and the moral they offer will be sufficiently dl>viouB 
without further comment. But thou^ the author 
is unwilling to trespass longer i]q[)on the patience 
which those who have read his work thus far have 
already bestowed oii him, he thinks the following 
energetic paneg3rric, stamped as it is with the most 
vigorous style of the writer, may not be deemed a 
tribute either unworthy or unfitting wherewith to 
conclude the annals of the deeds of the King of 
Prussia. 

** Such was Frederic, for ever iUustrious among 
the children of men ! Nature seemed to reserve m 
him the extraordinary glory» that, bom upon the 
throne, he was also in character the first of his na- 
tion and of his age. Equally remarkable for the 
boldness of his conceptioiks, the sagacity of his un- 
derstanding, the energy of his prudence, and the firm- 
ness of his character, we are at a loss which to ad- 

* lOniwra. HiMtolre Secrete de la Coor de BerlUl 

£ea 
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mire the most, his varied talents, his profound judg« 
ment, or his great mind. Brilliant as he was, both 
from his physical and moral qualities, strong as his 
own will, beautiful as his genius, active even to a 
prodigy, he perfected and^ completed all these ad- 
vantages, and became not less eminently the work 
of his own exertions than that of nature. Bom 
yielding, he rendered himself rigid. Absolute with 
the most terrible impatience, he became tolerant and 
patient even to forbearance. Hasty, ardent, impet- 
uous, he made himself moderate, calm, reflecting. 
His destiny was such, that events turned to his ad- 
vantage frequently by his own good conduct, but 
sometimes also in spite of his faults ; while every 
thing in him, eve^ the tribute of errors which he 
paid to the weakness of human nature, bore the im- 
press of his greatness, his originality, and his invin- 
cible character. Never was mortal man so com- 
pletely constituted for command as he. He seemed 
to believe himself the universal soul of the world, 
aqd that the rest of mankind hjad only a sentient 
perception, a sort of animal instinct, more or less 
mgenious. He therefore contemned them, and yet 
he laboured unceasingly, according to his opinions 
and knowledge, to promote their happiness. Thus 
the extreme' justness of his understanding did more 
to render him equitable and benevolent than is ever 
done bv the doubtful feelings of kindness which are 
engendered by sensitive hearts. He knew but one 
passion — glory; and yet he was the enemy of flat- 
tery : but one taste — ^himself; and, yet his whole life 
was spent in serving others : but one occupation-— 
and that was his noble profession as king. He per- 
formed the duties of this, with the most inimitable 
perseverance, for forty-six years i^ithout interrup- 
tion, till the day which preceded his resigned and 
simple death ; — after eighteen months of pain aad 
suffering, which had never drawn from him a single 
complaint.*** 

* Mirabean, De la Mooarcbia Fraaatenna. 
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iLcADKHT, Royal, of Scleneei and ^Uea Lettxea, reatored by Frederie, 
i830. J- 

Aeknut EffendU ambaaaador fhmi Moatapba m. to Frederic, U. 908. 

wl»«-Za-Cikajw/i«, Peace of, i. a06. 

Akakioy Dr. diatribe of, a aatire on Maapertota, by Voltaire, i. 350. Edi- 
tion of aeixad and burnt, 356. 

JJJbert (f Saxony t Prince, arrivea witb reinforcementa at Freyberg too 
late, u. 105. 

JiUmma, one of Fredcric'a Avourite greyboonda. IL 208. 

AlgaroUU correaponda with Frederic, i. 164. iVavela with him, 186. 
One of bia chamberiains, 345. Hia remarlc on the Engliah mode of 
making war and peace, ii. 107. 

AmdiA, aiater of Frederic, her iU-atarred attachment to Baron Trenek, 
i. 367. Procnrea hia release from long impriaonment, 368. Her 
premature decrepitude, ii. S17, 218. 

Anuttrdam^ Frederic's visit to, i. S7a 

AnoUany Swedish fortress, talten by Gteneral Canitz, il. 110. 

Andri, inatmcts Prince Frederic in religion, i. 37. 

^nAatt'DcMou, Prince of, conspires with Grumkow agahut Frederic 
William and hia aon, i. 30. Detected, but restored to fbvour, 34. 
President of a court-martial to try Prince Frederic and Satt, 84. De> 
clarea him innocent, and warns the court againat a rontrar}' sentence, 
ib. Frederic William's dying bequest to, 171. Repels the Austrian* 
IVom Silesia, 248. Operations agalnat the Saxons, 270. Letter of 
Frederic fVom Lusatia, 272. Reduces Leipeic, 273. Victory of Kea- 
aelsdorf, hia last exploit,274. Wounded and taken prisoner at Hoeh- 
kirchen, ii. 108. . _. „ ,u __, i... 

Anhalt-Zerbstj Prtnceaa of, afterward Catherine II., her marriage frVth 
the Orand-duke P^ter, i. 237. St^atherine IL 

Aiuu. Empress of Russia, gives peduiary aid to Frederic, i. 140 

— , Princess, daughter of George II., married to the Prince of Naaaaa 
and Grange, i. 63. .^ 

Anspachf Margrave of, married the Princeaa Prederiea of Pniaila, 
1 50. 

_ , margraviate of, measnrea of Frederic relative to, U. 223. .Ita 

subsequent destination, ib. 

jlnft-MocAiawZ, a work by Frederic, 1,164. ,, ^^ ^^ ^ „ ^^^ 

Apraain, with the Rusaiana, Jnvadea Prussia, 11. 36. 40. Compelled !• 
evQcuat^ it, 56. Arrested on account' of hia retreat, 84. 

Arehenbolz, his view of the condition of Genpany at the cloae of tb« 

Seven Yeara' War, ii. 200, 201. 
^emberg, Duke of, stationed near Egra, ii. 35. Mwsta the left wint 
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or the PniBsiAiu at HocfaUreben, U. 107. Defisated by Wall■ei^ 

itlSS. 
Arensbergt taken by tho bereditary Prince of Bmnawiek, ii. 105. 
Arlington^ Lady, sketch of her character, 1. 40. 
Amavdt Baeulard d', recommended to Trederle by Voltaiire, i. SM. 

Who obtains his removal (Vom Potsdam, 348. Recalled, 11. 907. 
Arnold, the miller, his appeal to Frederic, i. 995-S96. 
Augtuitus WilUam of Pmssfa, Prince, hin marriage, i. 990. 
Au^ttshis //., King of Poland, splendour of his court at Dreeden, i. 40. 

His character, i». Visits Frederic William at Berlin, 51. IntercedM 

for the prince, 80. Dies, 140. 
Augustus in.y Elector of Saxony, eleeted King of Poland, 1. 147. 

rile to Frederic, 107. Conftrance of Frederic with, at Dresden, 
Reftises the imperial dignity, 950. Retires flnom Dresden t» 
Prague, 272. Offers of peace flrom Frederic, 277. Remonstratea 
•gainst the passage of 'the Prussian treotM, H. 1^. Retires from 
Dresden, 13. Conduct of his queen, 15. Resides at KoBnigstein, 9% 
Frederic allows him an escort to Poland, 25. Dies, 200. 

Aulic Council, declare Frederic a rebel, 11. 18. He answers by a battle 
with the Anstrians at Lowoslta, ib. 

Austria, consequences of the death of the Emperor Charles VI., 1. 100. 
Claims of Frederic on SHesia,tft. {See f^rederie.) War, 103. Peaea 
oonelnded at Breslau, 210. Secret overture of France^ to, discoreied 
by him, 217. Treaty of Worms, 226. Accession of Holland to tho 
alliance between England and Austria, ib. Hostilities renewed, 280. 
Peace of Dresden, 978. 985. Prepaid (br war, 300. Hostilities ex- 
cited against Frederic by her and Russia, "372. Tteaty of altlanca 
with France, 378. New treaty, ii. 118. Rejects a proportion oflxird 
Bute, 188. Invited by Russia and Prussia to participate in the sp(4ia- 
tion of Poland, 251. Territory acquired by, in the partitimi, 991 
Designs in Silesia (Vustrated by Frederic, 358. An army prepared to 
seize Bavaria, on the death of the elector, 203. 

Au»trian», beaten at Moll witt, i. 100. Delbated at Czaslan, 9 14. O^br^ 
run Bavaria, 310. Peace concluded, 216. Conehide peace with Pred- 
arte at Dresden, 278. Defeated in the battle of Prague, ii. 40. Gain 
the battle of Breslau, 74. DetbaUid at Lisas, 77-70. Attack the Pms- 
•ians at Hochkirchen, 107. Besiege Dresden, 115. Retire oft the ap- 
proach of Frederic, ib. T^ke Dresden, 130. Besiege Glata, 145. 
Beaten by Frederic at Liegnits, 152. Beaten at Torgau, 103. FWl 
back on Dresden, 167. Treaohecoiis attempt to deliver Frederic into 
their hands, 180. Beaten at Burkersdorf, 100. With the army of the 
empire, beaten^ at Freyberg, 10% Conclude an armistice with tho 
Prussians, 108. Peace of Hubertsbourg, 100. Driven fW>m jBgem* 
dorf, 280. Attack by Bllricbshansen repulsed, 283. Withdraw flrom- 
Giatz, 283. Their attack ou. Nc^tadt, 284. Suspension of anna, 
and peaeeoT Tewhen, 985: 

Balbi, Colonel, aeeompaniea Frederic faito HoUaqd^ L 970. His erron 

at the aiege of Ollmuta, ii. 80. 
Bamberg^ seiaed by the Pruaatans, U. 107. 
Bareith, hereditary Prince of, marries the Prinoeaa WUlielmlfiaof Pros* 

sfai, i. 190-130. 
—T 1 Margrave of, dies' without raalo heln, ii. 995. Measoreo of 

Frederic relative to the nurgmviate^ 998. Its oubsequent deotii»i> 
• tfon^ ib 
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Bareakt MargnTloeor (Fkvderica Sophia WObslmina), eldest stoteroT 
Fnderic Uw Great, I ID. Her UlneM, 37. Tlie qaeen propoeee her 
marriage to Frederic, Prince of Wales, 38. Her sketch of tbe Eng« 
Uah coart under George 1., 30. Describes the unhappy life of the 
Ftussian royal Aunily, 99. The consternation of the queen on the 
anest of Prince Frederic^ 74. Letter turn him to, 82. She continues 
in disgrace after the king and queen are reconciled, 1 18. Altercatioo 
respecting her marriage, 190. Tbe Ung wills her to espouse tbe 
Prince of Bareith, ib. Her motives for conaenting, 121. Her letter 
to the queen, 128. Heir marriage, 128. I>e|«rts for Bareith, 131. 
Engaged in negotiation with the Cardinal Tencin and Voltaire, il. 06 
Ftaderic'a aentiments on her death, 110,, 

Avr, Confederation of, U. 943. (See PotouL) The confederates of, da* 
Clare Stanislaus dethroned, 947. 

Baradoif, combat ot, ii. 60. 

BoMtiani, Abbd, a companion of Frederic, ti. 296. Act^onnt of, 30S. 

BauixeHj meeting of Firederie and bis brother at, il. 59. 

Bauaria, negotiations with, i. 90S. Treaty with Frederic. S06. Army 
marches on Vienna, 909. Tbe elector elected emperor, 210. His sub- 
sequent misfortunes, ib. His death, 211. The roargraviates of Ba- 
reiib and Anspseb assigned to, hi the recent divisions of Europe, tt. 
996. Death of the elector oT 902. His collaterai^nd eventual heirs, 
A. Claim of the Electress-dowager of Saxony, and of Joseph II., ik, 
Tbe states complain to the Diet of Ratisbon, 904. Arrangements re- 
specting. St tbe pesce of Teschen, 986. 

**Bayardy Knights of,«* a aociety instituted by Frederic, i. 163. 

Beauveaut Marquia, remark of Frederic to, on marching into Silesl^ L 
192. 

Jfeefc, General, Frederic's opinion of, 11. 930. 

BdHaaltt Marshal, ambassador at the diet, i. 903. Sent to conclude a 
treaty with Frederic, ib. His interview with Frederic on the treaty 
with Maria Theresa, 219. Taken prisoner, 949. 

BineaehaUy Daun retreats to, ii. 49. 

Btrg and Jvlien, diaputed successioh of, 1. 188. Settled, 100. 

Jforlm, pesce of 1749 concluded at, i. 216. Civil and MilitaiT School^ 
390. Academy uf Sciences, 330. School of Palntinir, 331 The town 
laid under contributioh by General Haddick, ii. 90. Relieved by 
Prince Maurice of Anbalt-Dessau, ib. Taken bv the Russians ana 
Austrians, 199. Evacuated, 160. Return of Frederic to, at the piisca 
of Huberuboorg, 909. Bank founded by him, 903. Magnificent 
military hospital, 206. Political freedom of speech and printing 
at, 937. 

Btmisy Khhh (afterward cardinal), the lover 6f Madame de Pompadour, 
shares with her the French government, i. 375. Made minister for 
-fbreign ajliiirs, il. 30. Forms the treaty of alliance between Ffanoe 
and Austria, 118. 

Btftuchef, Russian chancellor, disgraced, il. 84. 

Jlnwm, Princess of, nsarrled to Frederic, L 131-139. His subsequent 
neglect of her, 135. 

m « , Prince of, commands a corps of Fredericks army, Ii. 36/ Defisata 
Kffinigaegg at Reicbenberg, 37. Sent to check Dhun, 42. A fter qom- 
bat at Gorlitz retires into Silesia, 60. Loses the battle of Bresli^i, 7ft 
Is taken prisoner, ib. Reinforced by Frederic at Reicbenbarg, 199, 
Left to protect Silesia, 104. Concludes an armistice vritb Laudon, iftb 

AMe, a ftvoorite greyhoand of Frederic, U. 996. 
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JKrvn, Bttlce of Omnliiid, ad^anees mooay to Ftederte, L 140. B^ 

tsbed to Siberia, 198. 
KaspU, Madame de, partially diaekwea a eonaplraey agalnat Fredatia 

William and his a6n, i. SS. Imprisonad, and tbe coaspirBtora restoied 

to AvQor, 34. 
MokemiOy Elector of Bavaria crowned KMf oC i. 910. Entered b/ tlM 

Pmasians, 990. Operations in, 9S1. Entered by Scbwerin, if. II. 

Entered by Prince Henry orPrussIa, during the winter, 190. Hlsiary 

or the War of, in 1778, when written by Frederic, 999. 
Botzoy CouDt, ftrma the enstoma oT Saxony in ooi^uncUon wUhFlranaii 

L, i. 973. 
Jlofe, General, sorrsndara Dreadei; to Fkvderie, 1. 9f76. 
Sottiut, Bishop of Means, the peaeeAil dolneaa of his chapter Impni- 

dentiy disturbed, LS47. 
Boita, Marquis, his misaloii tram Vienna to Berlhi, f . 101 
Brandenburgh^ predeeessora of Flvderie tha Gnat in that electoratob 

their characters* 1. IS. 
, houae of, thalr righta to tha Bavarian fielb, H. 90S. Bb- 

naolra of the House of, when written and published by Frederic, 921. 

Superior to his other writings, 999. 

— — , Charles, Hargrftve o(; 1^ to cover SUeata, IL 98. 

Brankamp, Frederic's visit to the house of, at Amstordam, i. S7D. 
Braun, Field-marshal, defteted by Fcederio at Lowositx, 11. 18. Ba- 

ttvats, 90. Fails to relieve the Saxons at Pima, 98, 93. Ordered to 

march on Dresden, 35. . Dies after the battle of Ptagne, 40. 
Brtad aappUed to ttie army,Frederi6'a eonduet when it had proved had» 

i. 394. 
Brtntano, Marshal, Frederle*a oplnloa of, U. 930* 
Brttlau, taken by the Pruasians, i. 194. Garrisoned by t'nisaian troopa^ 

908. Treaty of pea^ dgned at, 918. Aceession of Saxony, 217. 

Battle of, U. 74. Tha tawn taken hj tha Anauiana, 78. Betaken hy 

the Prussians, 89. 
Bntatil, M. de, oouununleatas tha ainpnaa^naaD*a aatiaActiMi witb 

Che Pruaaian ultimatum, 11. 984. 
Brteg, taken by the Pmsslana, 1. 909. 
Brut, town of, taken by the Pmssiaoa, It. 983. 
BrogKo, P. M., Marshal* paralytis, i. 913. Frederle'a letter to, 918. 

•, Victor Franeia, Marshal, as Freneh ambaasador in Saxony, 

fldia of proroking the Prussiana to insult him, U. 90. Leaves Drea- 

den for Warsaw, »». Beaton at Minden, 138. Bis operations in 1780^ 

109. His sneceMflil sortie fh>m Gottingen, A. Operations in 1761, 

174. Beaten at Hohenower, d. Separated ftam the Pilnoe of Soqp 

btse, 175. Row detenwlfltHn entering Hanover, t». 
Brombergy great canal of, resumed by Frederic, tt. 90S. CJompIate^ 

uniting the Oder and the Vistula, 397. 
Bruhl, Count, long prime-mtnisier 4t Dresden, L 911 (note). Fraderfe* 

nt Dresden, visits Ua palace, 977. IBs palaea not protested tar Ftad> 

aric,U. 17. 
Bruiuuriek, Doehess of, FhOippina Charlotto, IL 91S. Her characler» 

918. Frederlcs'a lettor to< 319. 

, hereditory Prince of (afterward dnke), serves under hia 

lucle. Prince Ferdinand, U. 88. (See ^rdinand ^ BnmswiislL) 

leads a reinforcement to Proderk at Freyberg, 138. His success al 

Oobftld, 138. Bia aUa lati^t fraoi Corhaeh, 186. DiartngniilMd 
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UnMlf la FlradfTleli ntreat to Scbatxlar, f77. Stiiloofld at Troppaii, 

t79. His BocoeMnil stuck on the AiMirluis, ttl 
Buntxdwitz^ Frederic's stroiigly-intrencbad camp at, 11. 177. 
Burkersdorf, saccess at, annoanted to Frederic by a wounded soldier, 

L S39. Camp of, advance of Frederic to, it. 974. 
BuBtify M. de, comes to England to Degotiata a peace, tt. 180. 
Btt/*, Lord, minister of tieorge til., bis ndoevable fbreign policy, iL 170. 

His piopD9al to the Emperor of Russia indignantly rejected, 187. 

That to Aastria coldly declined, 166. Negotiatea ^th France, 

180. He and his cabinet desert the Interesta of the King of Pms- 

■ia, 107. 
Mutturlin^ Us Jonetioa wtth Laodoii,il« 170. Uarches towards Col* 

berg, 178. 

Cahitx, the only Oenmn writer whopo werks pleased Frederic, iL 
IM. 

— , Genend, takes the Swedish fortress of Anclam, 11. 1 fO. 

Caproy Andrea, a recruit of Frederic William's guards, expense of pro- 
curing, L 10. 

Carmer^ M. de, appointed chancellor by Frederic, tt. 305. 

Cmoliiu, PriBoess of Wales, her character shetohad by the If argravina 
of Bareith, i. 30. 

Carteret^ Lord, hia negotiations in 1743, t 39T. His character, ib, 
{note). 

Cagsel, besieged by Prince Ferdlnaad of Bnuiawlek, 11. 173. Taken 
by him, 100. . 

Calkeruu IK Princess or Anhalt-Zerbst, lier maniage, 1. 238. Em- 
press of Russia OA the dethronement and murder df her husband, 
Peter III., il. 100. How affbcted on reading the correspondence of 
Frederic wUh him, 191. Decides on neniralUy, 102. Obtains the 

S lotion of Count Stanislaus Poniatow^ to the throne of Poland, 
Diasatisfled wUh Stanislaus, 343. Foments dlsturtAnces in 
nd, ib. Her nraject of a northern league disliked by Frederic, 
iA. Barbarities of her troops and the Zaporavians, 344. Her gena- 
rals successftii against the Turks, 340. Her conference with Prince 
Henry of Prussia, 347. Her remark to him- on Poland, 348. Coo- 
Tention of 1773 between her and Frederic, 350. Disposed to check 
the news of Austria respecting Bavaria. 305. Agroes to support 
Frederic against Austria, 378. Sends' a declaration to Vienna, 380. 
Her mediation solicited by that court, 381. Favours a project of Jo* 
aeph n. relatlTe to Bavaria, 307. Trederle*8 opinion of her genius, 

CenMnldp cf the Press In the Prussian domb^ons, li. 337. 

Charles VJ.^ Emperor^ one of the godlhthers of Frederic, 1. 10. Hia 

letter of remonstrance to Frederic William respecting hia son, 8a. 
' The king's answer, 87. Letter to, fh>m the pnnce^ 88. Summons 

the princes of the empire against the aggmstons of France, 147* 

Consequences of hia death, 190. 
Charles YIU his destitute condition at Frankflvt> 1. SSS. His death, 

S40. 
Chmlu XH., of Sweden, eeAtaes to ddtver Stettin totbe Siiigof Pma- 

■ia,1.33. Hia iUght from Stialsund, 34. Hia death, A. (^nsidera- 

tions on the XTharacter oC a Work by Frederic, 105. 
Okmles Theodore, Elector Palatine, coQataral boir to the Sector of Bik 
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^Mte, il. 909. Soeeeeds Um, and gfT«i up two-thlrdfl of Ma dwt- 

onla to Austria, 363. Minalon of ^unt Goerts (Vom Frederic to. ik, 
Charlotte, of Mecklenbargh Strelits, Princeas, wiitea a toacblng letter 

to Frederic on the ravaaea of hift troopa, iL 191. 
Chasot, a oompanion of Frederic* i. 157. 159. 
Ckester/Uld, Lord, ambassador at tbe Hague, rsniaea to gite up Keith 
. to a Promian officer, 1. 73. 
Ckaiseulj Duke of, coocludee a new treaty between France and Anatria, 

11. 118. Adrantageoua to the empreea-qQeen, 119. His retaliatory 

veraes on Frederic, 141. Written by PaiiaaoC, ib. {note). Hie emia- 

aaries excite reaietance to Ruaaia in Poland, 944. And atimnlate 

Austria and Turkey againat Catherine, ib. Driven out of office by 

Madame da Barry, 940. 
Ckotnaitx^ or CzosUol, battle of, 1. 914. 
Circlea, army of the, tbe troops of the em|rirs so called. If. 38. Defteted 

at Rosbaeh, 63. Sent againat Torgau and Leipaic, 116. (See An- 

fire. Army ofitbe.) 
Civil and Military School, establiahed by Frederic, 1. 399. 
Cle/eld, General, beaten by the Hanoverians and Ruaeians, U. 173. 
Clement XIV., aboliabea the Society of the Jeaoita, U. 939. 
Clenrumt, Count, obliged to evacuate Hanover, 11. 79. Bvacnates 

Brunswick Wolfbnbuttle and Hanover, 87. Repaasea the Rhine, ib, 
(aives, iUneas of Frederic William at, 1. 149* The French take poa- 

aeaaion of, 11. 55. 
Cloater-Seoen, convention of, U. 50. 
Cobenzel^ Count, negotiator (br Aoatrla-at TWehen, IL 985. 
Coec^ Frederic's chancellor on hla acceaaion, 1. 177. Aaaiata VnA- 

eric In reforming the laws, 990. Compilea tbe Code Frederic^ 291. 
— — — (th^ son), his visit to Berlin, Incognito, i. 898. 
XSochiue, Frederic William's chaplain, attends his death-bed, i. 171. 
Qoinage^ restoration of, by Frederic, 11. 204. 
Colberg, bombarded by the Russians, 11. 109. Attacked by the Rosalaiis 

and Swedea, 158. Siege of, by the Rnaaiana, 181. 
Collenhach, negotittor Ibr Auatria to conclude peace with Prtiaaia, U. 

196. 
Cologne, the Froinch take posaesaion of, 11. 55. 
Colonies eatablisfaed In the Prussian domlniona, 1. 319. 
CoHd^, Prince of, beaten at Jobannlaberg by the hereditary Prince of 

Brunswick, 11. 196. 
Ooneistory, Grand, choice of clergymen delegated by Frederie to^ I. 

Oontades, M. de, aneceeda the Count of Clermont In conraiand, U. 118 

Beaten at Minden, 188. 
f!m/i,,Prince of, his successes In Italy, L 947. Operations on the Malil, 

967. The Prince de Llgne'a character of him, given In oouveraation 

with Frederic, Ji. 931. 
9orbaeh, retreat of the Prince of Bnmawlek fttrni, U. 168. 
9orjtea, aovereignty of, offered to Frederic, 1. 366. 
rOMocXra, rebellion of, aUppreased, U. 955. 
SotheniuM, Frederic's physician, U. 810. 

4>Nce, Archdeacon, his remark on the parUtlon of Poland, 0. 999, 999. 
Craeow, town and citadel seized by the French auxll^ftea of the PoUsh 

eonlMeratea, U. 250. Their aurrender to the Russians, ib. 
Oamifwr, M. de, succeeded POrat aa chancellor^ i. 178. BemodeUad 

tlw CodeFrederiCf 999. 



wtnac. 987 

(Mmo, tiM Khtn oC liiiembMtT to FfUefle, t. S6C 

Cuhn, palatinate of, obtained by Praasia, ii. 951 . 

CvmberUmd, Wilttam, Daka of, diatlngulahad himaelT at Dettlngeo, 1. 

SM. Deftated at Haatenbeek, U. M. Capitulatca at Cfoatcr- 

Seven.tfr. 
Ctutrin, Prince Fred9rie imprtaoned at, i. 81. Bombarded and burnt 

by the Roaslana, U. 97. f'rederlo'a addreaa to the Inhabitanta, 198. 
CsMtott, battie of, 1. SI4. 
CzeiuUtkoWt FoUah flntreaa, taken poaaeasion of by Ibe Auatrlana, iL 

S48. 
Curnich^y hia Temaik on the loyaltr of Frederic'a eoldiera, 1. 398. Re* 

eroaaea the Oder, ii. 197. Jolna Tettleben near Bertin IM. Ordered 

to wUhdraw hia trodpa into Poland, 180. 

IKAlbmbkrt, Tiaita Frederic at Berlin, U. SOO. Letter of Frederic to, 
evincing a momentary disguat with French llteratnref 994. 

VAnhaltt General, remark of Frederic on, ii. 933. 

Danish troopa in Engllab pav againat Frederic, i. 905. 

Dantzie^ territory of, entered by the troopo of Frederie, II. 930. Reaaont 
aaaigned fbr thia invaalon, 0. Floderie anxioua to obtain^ but re 
qieeta ita independence, 951. 

lyjrgenst eorreappnda with Frederic, i. 104. Chamberiain to him, 341. 
Epiatie of Frederic to, In hia reveraea, 11.50. Letter to, after the 
battle of Liegnits, 154. Another, in which he meditatea auicide, 160. 
Letter to, on the peace of Hnbertabonrg, 190. ^ 

ITArget^ a aeeretary of Frederic, 1. 340. 

Dormttadty a princeaa of, mnrrted to the Orand-dnke Panl, ii. 997. 

D*Amattdt Baculard, recalled to Frederic's coorti U. 907. (See Af- 
ntntd.) 

Daun^ Connt, the Austrian general, oppoaed to Frederic, ii. 35. March- 
ing tojoln Prince Charles at Prague, retreats to Beneachau, 49. De- 
fbtta Frederte at Kolin, 44. Puranea Prince WUliam of Pruaaia, 91 
Deceived by Frederic'a march into Moravia, 88. Definta the Praa- 
■ians at Hqchkircben, 104-106. Accorda honourable borfal to the 
oorpee of Keith, 109. Seizea the atrong camp of Pirna, 115. Be> 
sieges Dreaden, ib. Takea post oppoeite Frederic, near Landahut, 
191. Betirea to Budiasin, 131. Tkkes post behind Planen, 139. Co- 
vera Dreaden, 145. Obligee Froderic to retire from Dreaden, 148. 
After the battle of Liegnits retires behind Schwiednio, 197. Beaten 
at Torgan by Frederic, 163-105. Dialodged by Frederic ftom Bnrken* 
dorf, 190. Failure of the attack directed against the Prnaaiana at 
Reichenbach, 199. Frederic'a opinion of, 930. 

Dendtrmonde^ taken by the French, i. 967. 

Denk/qf, General, votea foraparingthe life of Prin6e Frederic, i. 84. 

DeninOf Abb6, his estimate of Frederic'a expenses in the seven yaan^ 
war, 11.900. Account of, 305. 

Deraekauj General, appointed to interrogate Prince Frederic, i. 80. Ha 
alone, of the eourt-m^riial, inclined to the condemnation of him, 84. 

De Spaen, Lieutenant, expelled the army and imprisoned after Prince 
Frederic's arreat, i. 73. 

lySstries, Marehal, oecuuiea Weatphalia, U. 49. Recalled after the vio- 
tory of Hastenbeck, 50. Beaten at WUheimsthal by Prince Ferdl* 
nand of Brunswick, 195, 190. 

Vettingen, battle of, i. 994. How ealM by the Pariaiana, 985. 

1ku»-PmUs, Prince Frederic of, takes eomoMwd of the amy of ths 
Vol. II.— F f 



ClrelM, il. 87. Oblltai Mim» Bbiht lo nMMft tiMviris 1>relMi^ 
103. Sent agiinat Twfaa, 1 16. 
J)ttm-Pont9i Dote* oft evenlOBl heira to tlw wecw ion of Bararia aadl 
the |«lalinate, tt. SOS. How prevented ftom aigninf a coaventloo with 
Austria, 964. Arrangements tn ftvoar of, at the peace of TeaebeOf 

n6. 

■■ ' ■■ , Duke ot, cooitnmUoatea to Vrederic die emperor'a plan tor 
exchanging the Austrian Netheriands against Bavaria, ii. d07. 

IfHmooMrt, Cowt, aenres under NoafUca at Dettingen, i. 2S4» 

Dierecke and hia oorps. surrender at Meissen, ii. 136. 

jD*0, Cdlonel, auppoaedto have betrayed fllatate the Awtriaaa, tt. 14& 

Ihgtt Ftederte'a attachment to, ii. Sm, 

Doknoy Count, blockades the Swedes ta Stralsimd, U* 86. Marches 
againat the Russians, 97. Drives ihe Prince of Deuz-Ponts fVom 
Leipaio, 116. Deiaehes KUiat to make head agaliiat the Swedes, ias< 
Resigns the command to General WedeU 193. 

Dolgormiekiy Prince, relnfbrees Rotnanaow beftNre Colberg, ii. 181. 

Donoj General, appointed to the custody of Prince Fraderic, L 70. 

Drraden, court of, under Augustus I]., L 40. Taken by Frederic, 976- 
Peaca concluded there, 978. Remarks on. 2S6» Oecupied by Fred 
eric, ii. 14. Besieged by the Austrians. Itt. DsUvenMl by the Prua 
atans, ib. Taken by the AustrisM) ISO. Bombarded by E^raderir 
M7. DelivenNi by Daun, 148. 

2Me»en, General^ his sueeess with the eavalry at Idsaa,iL 79 

Jhi Four^ traTelling name aoBumcd by Frsderio,4» 186. 

Du Han dt Jendun, i. 96. (See Jvndurul 

Du Moulm, General, ooOMiiands the vanguard at Holieiifiriedbeii»L- 
954. Pursnaa Prinee Charles Into Bohemia^ 9k9. 

Duval, Frederio^a cook, his valuable aerticea, i. 161. 

Baal MAaisosAi., 1. 300. (See Keitk.) Appointed ambaaaador to 
Ftunee, 306. To Spain, 807. Visits Bnglandt ib. Reiums is Pni»> 
ate, a. Lerter of Fi«deric to, after the battle of KoUn, ih 47. I^isr 
firom hla bpother on tlis battle of Lissai 81. Qn theaingeof OllBMits, 

SdrirAerg, retreat of the allied army to» aOer to delbal ai Iftoabaeb, tt. 

64. Their flight ftoin thenoe, 66. . 
E4luatiom Fraderic'a msaaures fbramtfliorating, i. 390i 
Ekmutikwerd, General* oommanda the Swedea in 1760, U. 144. 1^ 

opemtiotie in Pomsramia, 167. 
StHngy garrisoned by Russians, ii. 86w Trade of, begim to flooridl 

under the Prussian domlnloo, 967. . 
JSUtabethf Empress of Russia, oflbnded by Fredeiie'a aareasma on her 

habits and manaera^ i. 879, Her continued bootiUty to bim, U. 84» 

Death of, 185^ 

— — , of Bmnawfck, Princess, anecdote reepectingv 1. 311. 

SUtabtik CkriaUnOf Bmiveasof GeraMny, hsriaiec^ mantod to Frad* 

eric, i. 131-135. 
- ■'■ ' ' " ■■■ ■ , Prineeaa of Bevem, becDmea the with of Frederic, 

1. ISl-rSd. Her sister married to Prinee Augustus William, b is bro> 

ther, 930. 
SUriekahaium, repulaed fhmi Jngemdorf by Tauenaein, U. 989. 
Slphirutonet Russian admiral, bums the Turkish fleet, it. 94& 
Empire, army of the, raised against Frederic, ii. 89. Ita uncouth ap> 

VMnace^tK Candled by Priiioe Henry to retire fttwaNuiaBbargt 



imaz. 889 

191. Takes p o ww rt o ii ef gfwt part ef I 

PHnoe Hflnry at F Vt yb e ig , IM. 
Aiipcre, StatM or ihe, I 

ftr peace, 11. 197. 
Bngland^ ooart of, dlsaatislled wMh the Tlctory of the PnmiaiM at 

MoUwits, i. «H. Unfriendly relacfoiw of Fraderie with, 86ft. At 

war witJi Franee fBapecttaig Ameriea, 370. Treaty with Rnaala, 371. 

With Fraderie, S7«. Intinate mkm with Ptuaaia in 17ff7, U. 83. 

CSovenmientor, becomealeae IHendly to Frederic, 187. OabineC ot, 

desert hie imereata, N7. Make peace with France and Bpala, it. 

I*revented fttmi oppoalng the partiiioa of Pidand by the Ajnericaii 

war, SS6. 
Xwterhazjff Prince, marehea towards Focsdam, ii. 160. 
Bugene of Saroy, Frederic WUtiani>S oontlngent aenres nodcr, 1. 147. 

He and his son join them, t». Frederick estimation of his fenlva, IL 

998. 
Europe, CoDsideFation oo the Folitieal fltala of, a woifc by Fndkrie, i. 

FALKsvaTnif, Ootmt de, Joseph II. meets Flrederte VBderthat mme»ai 
incognito, U. 997. 

WenUnand of Branswl^, Prince, commands the Hanoveriana on their 
resamption of arms, ii.,71. His character, ib. (itote). Operations 
against the French in Lower Saxony and Westphalia, 86. Bia sno* 
eesees, 86, 87. His campaign of 1796, 116. Bends a reinftnroement 
tb Frederic at Freyberf, 136. Operations against Brogllo, 137. • Vie* 
nry at Minden, 188. His campaign of 1760, 107. Beats the Fvencli 
St Emsdorf, 168. At Warbarg, ib. His esmpaign of 1701, 173. 
Bests the French at Hohenower, 174. His nephew, Prince Albert, 
killed, 179. Deters Brogliotirom enteHtiff Hanover, ib. Winter-qqar- 
ters in Westphalia, 176. His saccessftilcampsign of 1769,195. Con- 
rinded by the taking of Cassel, 196. Accompanies Frederic on atoor 
of inspection f hroogh his dominions, 906. 

— of Pmssia, Prince, brother of Frederic, il. 913. Inferior In 

ability to his elder brothers, 915. ~ ' 

JFermor^ Count, with a Russian army Invades Prussia, ii. 8ft. Buna 
the town of Custiln, Vt. Succeeded in command by Sollikoff, 198. 

jpVfiance, Fredericks improved system of, i. 900. 

JKncA, English minister at St Petersburg, instnieted to ftise hostility 
against Prussia, L 904. 

"finck^ General, defbats BUgnire at Anch, Ii. 191. Diatingvisbes him- 
self at Kunersdorf, 19f. Joins Wansch, and deftats the Anstrians at 
Meissen, 131. Sent with 14,000 men to Maxen, 183. Talsen hy the 
Austrians, 134. Subsequently turned oftt of the army, 13ft. 

•?— ' — , Countess, transmits Prince Frederic's writmg-case to ths 
queen, after his arrest, i. 74. 

JUnckeMteint Count, governor of Prince Frederic, 1. 80. Bismissed, 
ftO. Succeeds PodevUs as minister for foreign aflhin, 177. Ifltchell's 
eonfbrenee with, on the anhaldy to Pruss^ ii. 179. 

fUcniera, campaign of 174ft in, 1. 966. 

jploury* Cardinal, rredeiic corresponds witlu 1. H7. A letter from, t9 
llarisTbereaa, disclosed to Frederic, 918. Dies at Ike age of ninsty, 
9Sft.<fio(e). 

rkute, Frederle's fhvoQrite instrnmsnt, il. 90ft. 

Ward, Cbevalisr, reply of Frederic to Hanhal Baxe lespestiDf, L 30. 
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FrntmOUj Fraderie conwpondi with bhn, i. 164. 

Fontenoy, oonaeqaenoes or the victory at, i. 957, S98. 

Faufuett General, repalaea De Vllle in Upper Sileeia, ii. 181. 
near Landabut, to obatmet the aiege of Glatz, 146. Taken priaooer, 
140. 

yv-anee, nefotiations of Frederle with, in 1741,1.107. Ciomplaina of 
being abandoned by Praaaia, S17. Secret overture to Maria Tboreaa 
diacloaed to Frederic, 21& AlUance with Pruaaia enda, 219. Anziooa 
to make the Elector of Saxony emperor, 919. At war with Eng land 
reapeeting America, 870. Treaty of alliance with Austria, 378. Do- 
elarea war againat Pruaaia, ii. 31. New treaty with Auatria, 118. 
Disposed to peace with England, 14i. Anxioas to mediate between 
Maria Theresa and Frederic, 197. Uiiable to oppose the partition pf 
Poland, 956. Opposes the views of Austria respecting Bavaria, 966. 
Mediates between Frederic and the^court of Vienna, 98 J. 

Francis, Grand-duke of Tuscany, buaband or Maria Thereaa, elected 
emperor, i. 260. His character, 379. 

- of Brunswick, Prince, maintains Barstoff against the Aus- 

trians, ii. 60. Killed at Hochkirchen.lOS. 

FiroHlf'frt, alliance Ibrmed at, 1. 938. Voltaira arrestad at, by Pniaaiaa 
agents, 361. Battle of, ii. 125. 

Frederie WiUiam^ the great Elector oT Brandenbnrgh, L 43. 

Frederic, the first King of Prussia, his character, i. 14. 

Frederic William the First, bia character and occupations, i. 14. Suc- 
ceeds to the throne, ib. His tall regiment of guards, 15. Birth of his 
son Frederic a year before his accession, 18, 19. Cbatiges in the 
court, 21. Internal administration of the States, 22. Joins the aUiea 
against Charles XII. of Sweden, 23. Present at the aiege of Stral- 
sund, 24. ^ Hia letter to the council of atate, ifr. Improvements in bin 
kingdom and army after the peace, S5. Conspiracy against him and 



bis son, 30. Defeated, 32. His illness, 37. Endeavoore to inapira 
hia son with a military taste, 38. Hia unfounded jealousy againat 
his queen, 42. (See Sophia Dorothea.) Visits the King of Poland 



at Dresden, 49. His visit returned by that sovereign, 51. Occasion- 
ally occupies himself with painting in oil, 55. Satirically named 
Ragofin, 58. Renews his ill treatment of bis family, 59. Hia em- 
elty to a citixen's daughter pf Potsdam, 62. Goes with bis son to 
Dresden, 64. To Radeberg, ib. Prepares to go to Anspach, 07. 
Discovers his intention to escape, ib. Treats him as a state criminal, 
60. Ordere the arrest of Katt and Keith, 71. Tells the queen her 
■on is dead, 77. Ordera bis imprisonment at Cusirin, 81. Haa him 
' ' '^' '^i hia acquittal assembles another, which 
remonstrances of 
... Hie answer, 87 
Bis letter dooming Katt to death, 80. Letter to him fVom Katt, 99. 
Eknploys MQller to convert his son to Cbriaiianity, 101. Hia letter 
conveying these orders, 102. Second letter, 109. Frederic's letter to 
bim, 1 14. Visits Frederic at Cnatrin, 1 18. Js reconciled to the queen, 
ib. Bestows his daughter in marriage on the Prince of Bareiih, 120- 
194. Receives Frederic into favour, ISO. Attacked with apoplexy, 
but recovera, 145. In person aasists the emperor with 10,000 men, 
147. Peacecopcluded, he returns in ill-health, 149. Scene with his 
valet, ib. Visits his aon at Rbeinsberg, 155. 160. His Journey to 
Cleves and the Hague, 165. His last illness, 168. Death, 172. Fs 
neral, i73. Orders left by him nilfilled, t». 



■on iBoeaa, i/. uraere nis impriaonroeni ai uusinn, 
tried by court-martial, 84. On hia acquittal assembles a 
condemps bim, ib. Spares bia iilb through the rem 
Seckendorf, 85 ; and a letter fhmi the emperor, ib. Hi 



W^r9iUrieikeOnatshkttnaM9mm%in. Hta Urtli. 18. Dnlfende 
>iHlaB tOs pnceplor, SI. CoM^iMiBjr agtliMt ktai Wid Ms fether, 30. 
ptfiNUad,33. Ctuumcler of his gov^raon, SO. Cofnimltorily trained 
to nuUuury hsMta, 38. PoomsI for lite mtrriaft with an English 
jpriacflsa, ib. At Um age «r ItouriMn dialikei and ill traated by bia 
fliUu>r,43. VisUa ttaa c<»im of Dffadea with klm, 49. Aneod(M«,M. 
Hia bypoehondriaoal nialady after bla ratarn, M. Hia goreniora dia> 
ariaaed, and oiban aMwimm^ M. Hia iMimacy wtoh Katt and Keith, 
07. Hia Ihtberraoewa hia Ultreannent, 19.61. Determinastomako 
kiaeaeape^es. ViaitaDreadeawithhianKhar,64. Again daterminea 
on flicht, 64, 65. His aacret corwapDndenm anade known to the king, 
67. to treated aa a atate erimini, 60.. Ifttanogaied by Ortunkow 
And others at Mitunwalde, 80. taBprlaonad at Cuatrin, 81. His let- 
ler to bis sister, 89. Cotict-marttal appointed to try him and Kait, 84. 
l)eelared innocent, bat oondeained by another c»ort>inartiaI, ib. Hia 
leuer of thanks to the eaapemr for bia interfereaoe, 88. Paper ad- 
dressed to him by Katt under aenianea of death, 93. Compelled to 
witneaa Kau's exaef tion, 98. Papen of tbese^ affbirs subsequently 
destroyed by him, 101. Tbe chaplain MAller employed to convert 
him to Chriatianity. 101-113. Wa faibir'a treatment of httn and hia 
IHaad increased hia tondeney lo infldelity, liS. Writes to the king, 
114. Is released from Om fl>rcress, ind allowed the town of Custrin 
^r his prison, 1 13. Diaaaadod ^y Munchow (hm reaigning his birth- 
right, 116. Visited by (he king, 118. Restored to ibvonr after hia 
aiater's marriage, UO. Bia marriage to the Prineeos of Severn, 131- 
135. And svbseqneal ncgleet of her, 135. His aaxiety on occasion 
of her illness, 136. His maaaer of life and amnsemenu at Rhe^na- 
bsiy, 138. Receivaa pecuniary aidflwn Seckendarf, 130. Also fVom 
B«ssia and the Duke efCouriand. 14a His letters to 8tthm, i». Al- 
tsra his sigaatnra, 145. Campaign wader Prinoe Eugene. 147. Hia 
Intrepidity, 149. At the peace goes to Steuin and Konigsbert, 151. 
Bow occupied at Rheinaberg, »5. Visited by his ftitber, 155. 16a 
Character of bia oompaniona, 157-161. InstUutes a society, **Tha 
Friends of Tmth,'^61. *«The Knights of Bayard,'! 163. His corres- 
pandenea with celebrated aathora, 164. Hia eariy writings, ib. Ae- 
companies his (kthsr to dates and the Hague, 165. Becomea a flree- 
maaen, 166. Letter to Vottairp, \fl7. Hit arcMsJon tn thr throne, 
J7S. Character of hia niii'i^ttr^ hl thiM pj?riri«l, iTT, n^'SQiirces of 
Ihe Pruaaian statss, 178. l\ m ih < u rui i \<n, h an [] m Ertujf uments, li T V-1 86. 
Janmeyaof inapsetion, l^tL Fir^t uKu^tini; with Valiairv, IS7. I>i»- 
noted sucsession of Berj[ nnd JuIm vm, \i^. SiMtlnj, 1^. On ilie 
death of the amparor anutre tiije^jm, IQI. DtBeilBiJ lAken, l!^3. Re* 
torna to Berlin, 195. Ni^^oiiBiion* with RuRais. 106. And France, 
197. Campaign of 1741. lA- Tolie^ fitogitii. ^^. ]1i« copidi>tr at 
Molwitr., 199. Again oeni^iels N(^uporK ta r^tretit irtia Mnr^iviq, ^(¥7^ 
Interview with him at OtkerMihrttslLenclijrfTT lA^ Livli£:aiB ilj« AumrEiins 
nt Osaalan, 314. Hia latter id Aof^lAix on iIxp vltsiary, 'iM. T^cniy of 
Brariau, 216. Treiay oT WpfiTiiihiMipr with OeAf^c U. Itll". <;iiMi- 
Ml Flenry's letter to BiirtF l^ere^a dinrl^^npil to him, 31 i, 11 In Let* 
ter to Broglio, ib. His pro sports in ^^3, ?I[I. Mb'^HFiirpjt nf Improve- 
tMtiit 9SB. Adds Ost-Fr d« to hiis iioidi,iu>uiK, ." .i v,,-.:. ■,•- ,i^ 
asription of his way of Ufe^ 331. Ncgoiiailmis, S... ^.^ .^ — i,.:^u 
•gainac the aoort of Vienna, and renewal of hootiliiiaa, 99T, 338. En- 
ln!« Bohemia, and ibkssPragna, 999. Retreata, IM. Hisdifflenlden 

' ,944. GnrriMn of Prague nd«oad» 845. Roavltt of tto 

Ff8 
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eampalffn to btm, 9M. Merit* of kte riKreat, ib. DmUi of Chufoi 
Vn^ ami campaign of 1749, 940. SSI. Suecaaaea, S5S. Battle of Ho- 
henfHedhen, ana iia reaulla, S90. Excbangea complimenta with 
Loota XV. lor thia and the victory of Fontenoy, S57. Thetr mianii- 
deratandlng, S58. Advancea into Bohemia, S90. Proteats againat 
the election of Francia, SOO. Maria Tbereaa rejecfa hia propositiona 
Ibr ^oe, 961. Negotiatea with Geoiie 11., ib. Operationa in Bo- 
hemia, ib. Battle of Soor, 909. Negotiation*, 968. ResoLvea upon ■ 
winter campaign, 270. Suffiriaea and delhata the Saxone. 372. Takea 
OoerlitE, ib. Battle of Keaaeldorf, 97S. Jolna the Prince of Anhalt, 
975. Takea Dreaden, S76. Oflfera peace to the Saxona, 277. Ana 
Auatriana, 978. Peace aigned, i*. Detaila of negotiationa, 270. Let- 
ter fVom Lottie XV., 280. Frederic*a commentary on ft, 289. Hia 
anawer to the French monarch, 984. Remark on the peace of Drea- 
den, 285. Writes a « Hiatory of hia own Time," 288. Repaira hia 
loMiiea caneed by the war, 98IK Relbnn of the Jawe, ib. The Cede 
Frederic^ 991. 6we of the miller Arnold, 2tt5. Hia conduct on that 
occaaion, 297. His dangerona illneea, 300. Field-marshal Keith and 
hia brother, Earl Mariachal, enter hia aervlce, ib. His negotiationa 
contribute to the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, 308. The conduct of Rtia> 
aia And Austria Inclinea him to prepare for war, 309. Plana of ame- 
lioration in dUferent brancbea of hia government, ib. Pecuniary r»- 
aoureea of his kingdom, 910. Revenue fttnn excise and cuatoma, 31 1. 
Colonies eatabiiabed by him in diflbrent parte of hia territories, 319. 
Aboliahea the aervitnde of the peaaanta, 313. His choice ofTninietera 
of religion, 314. Hia kindneaa to the peaaanta. 315. Eatabliahea 
granariea, 317. Inatitutea manuAicturea, 818. . His excellent regula- 
tiona of the army, 319. Impartiality in proaecutions, ib. Soicidea 
ft«quent among hia body-goarda, 391. Severity of their diaeipHne, 
922. Hia kindneaa and flunUlarity lowarda hia aoldiera, 823. Hia 
courage and flrmneea in battle, 397. Hia generoeity, 328. Hia vlewa 
on public inairuction, 399. Founda achoots and coilegea, ib. Acad- 
emy of Beriin, 330. Hia noepilon of Marahal Saxe at Bertin, 339. 
Hia letter of invitation to Voltaira, 333. Anxllua to retain him ftr 
life, 336. Jealousy of Maupertnia and others causes differences be- 



tween them, 340. 349. Displeaaed at hia lawsuit with Herseheld the 
Jew, 350. Meeaage to him by a page, and iu anawer, 359, 353. Per^ 
anadee bUn to born a aatire on Maupertnia, 355. Offended at ita anb- 



aequent publication, 356. Their last interview, 359. His agenia ar« 
reat Voltaire at Frankfbrt, 361. Embaaay to him fVom the Khan of 
the Crimea, 364. Oppoaes the election of the Archduke Joseph as ' 
King of the Romana, t^. Hia diifereneea with Russia, 365^ Un- 
friendly relations with England, ib. la offered the eovereignty of 
Coraica, 366. Impriaona &ron Trenck, ib. Viaita Holland, 370. 
Russia and .\uatria excite ffoBtility againat him, 372. Treaty wltli 
England, 876. Hia eontempt Ibr the French government, tft. Ac- 
quires a knowledge of the ^ans of hia enemiea, 378. Decidea npon 



the invaaion of fiaxony, 380. Eniera Saxony, ii. 10. Takea poa a ea 
aion of Dreaden, 14. Obtaina the atate papera, proving the treaetaerr 
of the court to him, 19, Hia troopa levy contributions on Leipsie, 16L 



Appropriatea the revenues, 17. Fortifiea Tbrgau, ib. Defteta the 
Auatriana at Lowoaita, 18. Preventa their junction with the Saxona, 
91. Who capitulate, 93. Allowa the elector an escort to Poland, 961 
Tlreata the electorate aa a conqoeat, 96. Winte^quart^rs at Dresden, 
i6. War declared againat him by France, Sweden, and Biiaala, 1^ 



INDEX. 843 

Gflonn n. nnftieiidly to him, 31 His plsn flv deftnding Wesel aban- 
doned, », Attempc made to poiaon him, ib. Intrigues of the Queen 
of Poland, S4. He enters Bohemia, 36. Gaina the battle of Prague, 
38^10. Bombards that city, 42. Loses the batde of Koliii, 44 His 
admirable retreat, 46. Death of his mother, 48. Strong confederacy 
against his power, 49. His epistie to D'Argens, 50. To Voltaire, 51 
Itetaches a fbrce into Laaatia, and marchea into Saxony, ib. His con 
doct to hia brother, 53. Disaster of the Hanoverians, and convention 
of Cloater-Seven, 56. Advance of the Russians, 57. Lehwald re- 
jmlaes them, 68. And drives the Swedes fVom Pomerania, 51). Berlin 
occu|ded by Haddick, ib. Marches against the French and Imperial- 
ists, ib. Routs them at Rosbach, 63^4)4. Compliment paid him during 
that battle, 67. Permita Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick toenter into 
the service of George U., 71. Sends Keith into Bohemia, and hastens 
to the aaslstaoce of Sileaia, ib. Breslau taken by the Aoetrians, 75. 
He retakes it after debating them at Lissa, 79-83. His successaa 
render him popular in England, 83. Ck)ntinued hostility of Russia, 
Austria, France, and Poland, 84. His plan of campaign 1758, 85. 
Takes Sichweidnita,88. Deceives Daun, knd eutera Moravia, ib. Be- 
siegea Oilmutz, 89. Retreata, 95. Marchea against the Russians, 96. 
Beats them at Zomdorf, 97-101. Anecdote orhis occupations on the 
eve of the baule, 101.- Prevented by Dann and Landon from joining 
Prinee Henry, 103. Hia rashness at Hoehkirchen, 104. His masterly 
retreat, 106. Death of hia aister. 110. Reinfbroed by his brother at 
Doberachota, 113. Returna to Breslau, 116. Preparations for the 
campaign of 1759, 130. Letter to, from the Princess Charlotte of 
Meeidenburg Strelltx, 131. Plants himself at Duringsworwerk, 183. 
Determines to head the army against the Russians, 135. Loses the 
battle of Kunetadorf or Frankfort, ib. Ordera the archives to be re- 
moved ftom Berlin, 139. His treaaure at Dreaden aaved (Vom the 
Austriana, 130. Sends Finck with 14,000 men to Maxen, 133. Re- 
sentment at that general*a capitulation, 135. Loss of Dierecke and 
bis corps, ib, Hia fbeling on Prince Ferdinand's victory at Minden, 
137, 138. Voltaire's account of hia verses on Louis XV., 139. The 
Duke de Choiseurs retaliation, 141 . Letter to the ex-King of Poland, 
143. Battle of Landshut, 145. Attacks Dresden, but retreats on the 
approach of Daun, 147, 148. Undaunted amid reverses, 149. Beats 
the Austriana at LiegnltE, 153. Berlin taken 1)y Tottleben and Lacy, 
159. His desponding letter to D'Argens, 160. He appears to meditate 
auicide, 161. Defeata the Austriana at Torgau, 163-167. Saxony 
again ftUa into his hands, 167. State of his resources, 169. His 
losses through the death of George II., and the changea in the Engliah 
miniatry, 170. Unpaid aubsidy, 171. Intrenches himself at Buntzel- 
witx, 177. Marchea towarda Upper Silesia, 178. On the fall' of 
Schweidnita encamps at Strehlen, ^80. Escapee being betrayed to 
the Auatriana by Baron Warkotach and a priest named Schmidt, tfr 
Plot of Trenck to betray Magdeburg diacovered, 183.. Foriunaie in 
the death of Elizabeth, Empreas of Ruaaia, and the accession of 
Peter III., 184, 185. Who assists him, 186. Alliance with the Khan 
of the I'artara previoualy contracted, 187. UnfViendly diapoeitioa of 
the Engliah government, ib. Peace with Sweden, 189. Change in 
hia prospects (torn the murder of the czar, 190. - Catherine moved to 
maintain the treaty with, him, 103. He decides the combat |of Reiob- 
enbach, 193. Takes Schwetdnitz, ib. His brother gains the battle 
Of Ftsyherg, 194. His measnns agalast the states of the einplrab 



?44 xnws;k. 

197. NafoOadoM wltli Aoatrit, 198. Coi^clodei (^e pifoe gf Ifv- 
beitaboorf. 190. Bfftnuemmt of Us fOBooro^a ^vrlng the war,9M> 
Measurm for BejMiriof tbe ravages of viv, 2P3. Oiherlmprorenieiitfl 
ib. Gains the alTecUona of the Bileaiana, 204. Bestores the coina«;e, 
ib. Rewards the military, SOS. Secruits his army, IBH^. Invites 
D'Alembert to Beriln, 207. lieceives an mnbassador ftt>in Copni9Qti- 
nople, ib. Comeura in the promotion of Stanislaus FoniatowsiU to 
the throne of Poland, 309. Letter of congratnlation )o him^ 91C 
Anxiety respecting the male heirs of the Prussian monarchy, 211. 
Grief at the death of his nephew Prince Henry, ib. His surviving 
brothers and sisters, 212. Comparison between him and his brother 
prince Henry, 213. Prince Fbrdinvid, 215. The Pnehess of Brans> 
wick, 210. His sister Ulrica, Qaeen of Sweden, ib. The Princess 
Amelia, 216, 217. His nephew and successor Frederic William, 218. 
His reception of the celebrated Helvetius, 219. Discusses with him 
the fiscal ragulations of his kingdom, ib. His literary purauits, 221. 
Becomes acquainted with some German writera, 928* His moment- 
ary disgust with French literature, 9S4. Refera the grievances of his 
subjects of Neufch&tel to the decision of the repoblTc of Berne, 9^ 
Measures for reuniting Bare^th and Anepach to the crown of Prussia, 
ib. Visited at Neisse by the Emperor Joseph ]!., ib' Returns his 
visit at Neustadt, 228. The Prince de Ligne*s account of their con* 
vervations, 228H235. His troops enter the territory of Dantzic, 236. 
Reasons assigned for this invssion, ib. Restricts the liberty of the 
press in bis dominions, ib. His sagacious foresight proved during 
tbe scarcity of 1772, 239. His conduct ip the Jesuits, 240. Refuses 
consent to Catherine's project of a lesgue in the north of Europe, 212. 
Anxious to adopt her views regarding Poland, ib. Becomes the en- 
emy of Poniatowski, 243. His policy In the war of Hussia with 
Turkey,. 245. His opinions of Caiherine*s generals, 246. Negotia- 
tions for tbe partition of Poland, 947. Mediates between Russia and 
Turkey, 249. Polsnd divided, 251. Treaty of partition, 292-254 
His improvements in Prussian Poland, 256. His successftal negoci** 
iion of a marriage for (he Grand-duke Paul, 257. 8u!fore from gout, 
258. Discerns and fVu^trates the intentions of Joseph 11., 259. His 
vigour of mind during illness, lA. His poetical compliment to Count 
Hoditx, 260. Conduct on the death of the Elector of Bavaria, 261 
OlTere liis mediation to the exitf ing and the eventual successor, 264 
Remonstrances and negotiations, 269. Correspondence with Joseph 
n., ib. Prepares for war with Austria, 268. Declaration of the Aus- 
triai^ ^voy, 269. Entera Qohemia, 270. Mo^ments and skirmishes^ 
S72. Correspondence with the empress^que^n, t6. Retires to Winter- 

?[uarters, 875. His eulogy on Voltaire, 977. The campatgit sucoess- 
ttl, 279. Negotiations duringthe winter, 280. Suspension of arms, 
285. Congress and pease an Teachen, ib- Terms of the treaty, 286. 
His remarks .on the wiir, ib. Returns to Po(edam, 287. Visited by 
the. Prinos de Ugne, i». Their conversations, 988r298. Hisoccupa- 
tions, 293-296. His attachment to i^ogs, 297. His companions and 
IHends, 398. Final reform of the laws, 800. Defoata the ambitious 
schemes of Joseph n., 306, Germanic letigue, 307. taat year of his 
life, 308. Symptoms of decay, 309. S^nds for Dr. Zimmerniann of 
Hanover, 310. Their interview, 313. His appe^rwice, 312, 313. 
Conversations 315. Zimmermaan takea his leave, 3ia. I^erie't 
letter to the. Duohess of Brunswick, 319. His last days, 320-^829. 
Pm dem)u 9^ 0er^be|v> t^atimopy rpspMtin| (liq p^tl^pt ef er- 
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tton dming iUneaa, S94. Religioiu letter addreeeed to him, 897. 
HiswUl,328. His nineral, 329. Miral)eaa's character of him, ift. 

Fttdaic WilUam IL, nephew of Fredenc, notice of his birth, I. 330. 
His llrdt campaign, ii. 189. His early marriage, 211. His offspring, 
ib. His ehanieier, 818. CoaOrms the legacies of Frederic's wiU, 
830. 

Ftederie Wmiam 111.^ the present King of Pmssla, graudnephew of 
Frederic the Great, iL 811. 

FrederiCt Prince of Wales, proposala for his marriage With the Prince« 
Wilhelraina of Prussia, i. 88. 

Vrtderica, second daughter of Frederic WilUam, married to the Mar- 
grave of Anspaeh, i. fiO. Oimaternation on the arrest of Prince Fred* 
eric, 74. 

Freierica Sophia Wiliuimtna, of Prussia, married. to the Prince of 
Orange, ii. 811. 

Frederiea CkarlotU Ulrica Cdtkerina, Dutchest of York, grand-niapa 
ofFrederie,U.8Il. 

FreemoMons, Frederic, though one of them, unftvourable to the frater- 
nity, L 166. 

Frmek, prepare to UiYade Prussian Westphalia, ii. 86. Take possea- 
ston of it, 49. Defeated at Roehach, 63. Frederic's humanity to the 
wounded and prisoners, 64. Their cruetties and extortions in the 
electorate of Hanover, 70 ; and in other paria of Germany, 72. Their 
reverses in the campaign of 1763, 196. Peace with England, 197. 
Allowed to retain Cleveaand Gueldera, ib, 

fVencApoetry, Frederic's delight in writing, i. 16S. 

Frese, Frederic's surgeon, iL 310. In disgrace for intimating that his 
disease was dropsy, ib. 

Freybergf battle of, ii. 194. 

FWtecA, negotiator for Saxony, to conclude peace with Prussia, ii. 108. 

F&ratj M. de, aucceeded Jarriges as chancellor, i. 177. Dismissed for 
his decision in the case of the miller Arnold, 397. Led in disgrace, 
wbeo the other Judges are recalled, 398. 

Oabbl, town of, taken by the Duke of Aremberg, 11. 58. 

GaaUziTif Prince, Russian minister, Lord Bute's proposition to, ii. 187. 
Indignantly rejected by Peter III., and communicated to Frederic, tft. 
Takes the province of Moldavia from the Turks, 346. 

GanganeUi (Clement XIV.}, aboiisbea the order of the Jeanits, ii. 339. 

Gaudotf murdered at NeufchAtel, ii. 335. 

Gellert^ acquaintance of Frederic with, at Leipsic, ii. 883 

George /., his character sketched by the Princess of Bareith, i. 89. His 
opinion of the Princess of Wales, 40 (note). Interchange of visita 
with the King and Queen of Prussia, 40. 

George //., brother-in-law of Frederic William, i. 18. His sarcasm oo 
that prince, 37. Sketch of his character by the Margravine of Ba- 
reith, 40. Constantly hostile to Frederic, 197. Effect of the battle 
of Moliwiu on, 804. His oflbrs of mediation between Austria and 
Prussia, ib. Concludes with Frederic the treaty of Westminster, 317. . 
Gains the battle of Dettingen, 334. His intimation to Maria Theresa 
respecting Silesia, 337. His influence employed to stenre the elec- 
tion of her husband as emperor, 860. Anxious to protect Hanover 
whUe at war with France, 870. Treaty with Russia, 371. Frederie'a 
letter to, before taking the field, ii. 9. Unable to comprehend hla 



ffrontand flble plwii, 3^ Hli eondoet tBkitiire to tb* «pNBi|ali4i|i of 
y^Uwter-SeTen, fifi. Bm troops, on tbelr cwuroption or arnuf, ^om* 
.maoded by PriQce Ferdinand ,of BniMwick, 71. Sends Frederic Us 
tbanks (i»r sQ|u>Qd » general, 118. Offers peace to the Ea^wfs^s of 
Busiu«i 149. Plis deatb »nd its consequences to Fredoric, 170. 

George 177., accession of, ii. 170. Wretched foreign policy or bis xnin- 
later, I^ord Bute, Ut. Di^astraun administration of Lord Nortb, 2SA. 

George William^ Elector of Brandenburgb, state of tbe electwate.at his 
death,!. IS. 

Gerber, Fiscal-general, present at the examimtio^ ,of Sitt,{.79. And 
at tlVB iptenocaiory of Prince Frederic, 80. 

Gennang, th« Elector of Bavaria chosen emperor of, i. ]Q^ Sofmity In 
the north of, in 1773, evinced the sagacious foresight of Fce<k(Clo, U. 
238. 

Germana, gratified with the battle of Rosbach, ii. 67. 

Cermwn literati, of JRrederic's acqnainmnce, ii. 983. 

Germanic Leagne, formed through Frederic's exerttow, iU S07. Fred- 
eric's reply to Zlmmmmann revMctUigt 318. 

Geradorf^ disgraced for his conduct at Bllaxen, ii. 135. 

Gittban, Fi«derio^ inquiry j»apecUng,his Roman Hi«toi7, ii 319i3M. 

GlaacKu^ his attempt to poison Frederic, ii. 33. 

i^latZt fortress of, imprisonment of Trenck in,i. 368. Besieged by the 
Austrians, ii. 145. Surrenders to lAudon, 148. ^ecnred by FTederis 

. at the peace of Hubertsburg, 100. Anstrians withdraw fhHn,-9n. 

Glogaut blockaded by the Prussians, i. 11)7. Frederic copiflned with the 
gout at, ii. 139. 

QotrlUz, taken by thf Fmwians, 1. 37S. Combat .«f, ii. OCl. 

GoertZy Count, his mission to Munich, ii. 264. A oompnaion ^ Aed- 
eric's,298. 

, General, eonveys to Fnderic the letter 9f tbe 1>ake ol* OetK- 

Fonts sent fttm his brother, ii. 264. 

JGlohfeld, defeat of the French at, ii. 138. 
' GofteTj Count de, his mission from Berlin to Vienna, i. 102. 

GotUehedf acquaintance of Frederic with, at Leipsic, ii. 223. 

Grammontf Duke de, nephew of NoaiUes, holds a oo^maffA wider bin 
«t Dettingen, i. 224. 

Oranbyt Marquis of, pecond in commfuid to Uaii George Sackvillc^ ii. 
1 17. At the battle of Minden, 138. 

Grwiwau, Mr. Cictorge, MitcheU'a letter to, OQ.the Prpnitn sqb»idy,li. 

,173. 

Gr0bni<z, CoIqqsI, resolves ifi deliver Prince ^^rederie fhm eoiMinf- 
ment, i. 71. The attempt foils, tt. 

Gr^mkow, Oenertil, ,oonspii»8 with tbe Prinee oT Anbalt 9fBimH Fred- 
eric wmiam and his son, i. 30. Aestore^ to fovour, 34. Satirioally 
named La JR8neime,58. His conduct on the examination offEatt,?*/ 
end in the imerrogatory of Prince Frederic, 81. l|if •d'jiee to the 
king, 83. fersiiades the prince, in prison, to write a aubmisaive let- 
ter to i^e king, 114. . His mission lo Warsaw, 14lB. 

QuMco, surraniers Schweidnitz to Frederie, ii. lll|3. Fred«rie^« (ivni* 
pliment to hi;n| and his fiffic^ns* t^. 

Ouiehard, Colonel, named by Frederic Qufntu$ JciUjiM, i. 160. A «Qm- 
panion Qf Frederic's, ii. S^. Why named^uintAs lcili««, 300. 

Gfutonfm Ilf,, lijM aUimi msaavemept of CSb ^Wjedivb n^itUoB«tl 



Bm^ROK^ AlMferttll'MliMd, HQV Owltll UNufltf OOAtflMuOBf li*99« 
capes tlw •rmy of Fredei^ "* '^ ' '•''-' •■- - 



capes tlw •rmy of Frederic, 61. Sent against Lelpsie^ 110. 
by Dohna, ib. StatioiMMi at Guben^ 136. 

BamSUimi Swodlsh' oonmnnder at Stralsmid, drtvea bade bf Comit 
Dolnui, li. 119. Sapetaeded in emnmand, ib. 

Bmamt. Blai^r of, (see Owfi^t U.) Joias the Oenaanlc League, U. 
a07. 

Hofuwerloiu, thetr disastroos campaign, li. S6. Ckmrention ofCloster* 
Seven, M. Besome their arms after the batlto of BosbachiTO^ (Sea 
Ftrdinand <^ Brunswidc). 

HtHToek, Count, Anstitenenttty lO Prtderie at Dresden, I. S78 

Bartehj General, obliged to raise the siege ofNeisse, il. 111. ^ 

Haatenbecky battle of, ii. 56; 

Bctettfu, MS vMt to BeHinj ii. 9I». Disrasses With Ffederie the fiscal 
regulations of his kingdom, SiM). 

Bnv9 ar PrtissiA, Prince, his Mrth, 1. 48; Ald-de-canm-general to' 
Frederic at Hohenflreidberg, 356. Disapproves the rigour of tho 
Praanaii dislnpliiie, MBk Woundsd at Rosbacb, ii. 64. Assists in 
expelling the fVeni^ from Hanover, 73. Retmns to defend Saxony, 
«*. His account of the battle jof Lissa, 79. Joins tho king at Dober* 
BcMlB wima relalbtoertient, lf». Takes command of the prmy in 
Saxony, 116. Enters Bobemia during the winter, 120. Believes 
BfMan^ beSleiSd by^ tMdon, ISOi Gatiis the battlotif Fnyberg, 194. 
DHvas the Impertaliots into BohemiiK 195. His cbaAacter contrssted 
with that of the king his brother, 218. Conference at Petersburg 
with CatMrtne coiMeming Poland, 947. Appointed to defend Sax- 
ony, 968. Bfavefaesjon Dresden, 970. Invades Bobemia,*and advances 
towafdS Prague, 9Vl. Hirable renreat to Ottendorf, 277. Places his 
tfhny in wibter-qnartersi ib. Detaehes Mtttlondorf to make an irrnp' 
don intw BOhsnia, 288. ^ 

Bmnfi Piintev nephew of Frederic, death of, ii. 911. AAiction of tba 



king at tbm evetot^ 211, 919; 



BenckOd the Jevr, lawstiit of Voltaire with, 1. 350. 

Hfrtaberg, Gonnt, his remarks on the conduct of Frederic in plunging 
into the Seven Years' War, i. 379 (note). Negotiator fbr Frederie 
with the Austrtana, ii. 198. Sets fimh the right of. the House of 
Brandenburgh to the Bavarian fiefs, 26& A companion of Frederic, 
986i A«eountof,804. His testimony respecting Prederfe's pttUent 
exertions during illness, 328-325. Present at his death, 327. 

Heme Casself landgraviate of, occupied by (be French, ii. 56. 

Bimaian troops, in English pay, against Frederic, i. S05. 

Beyden, his conduct whon summoned to surrender Coiberg, ii. 189. 

BilddMiarglutmen, Prince of, gives up the command of tho army of tbo 
Ctedos to Prince Frederic of Deox-Ponts, ii. 87. 

**BiaMrede mon Tempen,^ i. 288. Continued by Frederic, in his Hll* 
tory of the Seven Years* War, ii. 222. 

BoeUdreheni Frdderlc's temerity at, ii. 104. 

BodiiZi Count, Frederick poetical complifflent to, ii. 960l 

Bokenj'Hedbergy baUie of, i. 956. Its results^ 259. 

Jlb/kenotner, defeat Of the French at, IL 174. 

JMben/Ssts, M. de, negottaior for the Dnko of Deox-Pdkits at Tesetasii, 

Bvhertabcurg, peace coneloded at, between Prussia and Austria, H. 
199 ** M6moires depuis la Paix de," when oomiMncod by n«dsrls^ 



8'48 ncmix. 

Aibm, Getmtlt attidDi cIm AmrtilaR eoatre at KMln, tt. tf. S uq i llm 

Reinhard, 131. Rotreats beyond Torcaa, 157. 
ff«m«, tbe historian, praised by Frederio, ii. 316. 
Htmgarff^ palatines of, their zealous loyalty to Maria ThereM, 1.109. 
ByndfordL, Lord, his mission to the camp of Frederic, i. 904. Hia nefO- 

tiaUons . between the AnstriaiiB and Prawians, 907. Cooferanoe at 

Oberaehnellendorf, 907. 

Italy, operations io, L 947, 900. 

JiBSBRNDoitF, duchy or, oeenpied by tlie PmaslaiM, H. 974. Aoatitaiif 

driven flrom, 279. 
Janmira^ retreat of the Austrians upon, i. 90& 
Jttrrigen^ fA^ sncoceded Goeceji as cHanoelior, L 178. Anitta la emi- 

pUing the Code Fredaic, 90). 
/mdtM, Da Han de, made ptaoeptor to Fradefie, L 99. OontlMMa In 

that office, 37. 



Jesuits, Frederic imputes to Landon a negotiation throogb tbdr moaiWi 

U. 148. Fredericli condaet to the^, 930, 940 {note), 
Jokannisberg, defeat Af the Prlnoe of Cond« at, il. 196. 



Johnson^ extract tntA hla satire relating to the death of Chariea IL, t 
911. 

Jorian, an associate of Frederic, 1. 157. Their Mendship hoBouiable M ^ 
boih, 158. Letter of Ffederic t^ on the eve of the batUe of Mollwit& 
196. 

Joaeph Il.t Emperor, visita Frederic at Nelsae, U. 990.' Fradarle lemrai 
his visit at Nenstadt, 998. His restless activity excitea Frederic's 
▼igiiance, 259. Claims all the fleft belonging to the bonse of Bavaria, 
903. Angry at the empress^ueen's negotiation with Frederic, 97B. 
Eager to continue the war, 981. Directs Waliis to attack NenaladL 
984. His machitiationa stayed by the peace between Russia aac 
Turlcey, 285. Concludes the peace of Teschen^ 280. Frederick re- 
mark on his visit to the Empress of Russia, 991. Death bf his mo- 
ther, 300. His schemes of aggrandiaement, ib. Counteracted by 
Frederic, 307. 

Juliere and Befg, disputed snocesaion of, i. 188. Settled, 169. 

Kalketem, Colonel, sub-governor of Prince Frederic, L SO. Dismlswdi 

50. 

, Marshal, takes Brieg,i. 909. 

Kamkeriy Madame de, ridiculous mistake of, 1. 66. Remonstrates with 

the king on his cruelty to his queen and to his son, 78. 
ICountlz, Count (afterward Prince), Austrian envoy at Paris, enltlvatss 

an alliance between Austria and France, i. 374. Attenda Joseph IL 

at Neuatadt, when visited by Frederic, U. 928. Anxious |br peaes 

with Prussia, 281. 
Kamirukoi, Russian general, his mission to Frederic, 11. 978. 
Kstt, gains the (Viendship of Prince Frederic,' L 07. Arrested ss an ao> 

complice in his sttempt to escape, 79. Examined, 79. Condemned 

by court-maniiil, 88. The king dooma him to death instead of imprls- 

oiimeiit, 80. His letter to the king, 93. Another to his grandflither. 

93. Verses written on the window of hia prison, 04. FSper addrssssd 

to the prince, 95. Is beheaded in his prssenee, 96. 
JEslU, Ibrtrosa of, seised by the FWich, i. 147. 



nfiiBx. m» 



flfleapes to Holland, 73. The king bas Mm Ihhm in cOflar* ib. 
^ Fleld-nunsbal, Md hi» eldar bmtlwr fitrl M^lriaelMi, tntor I 



■ Mnrlee of Fradnrie, i. 300. Letter iWnn him to his brother, ib. Coa- 

Hvan in tevonr «alll hia death, 809. Letter of Schwerifi to, li. 11. 

•rat to deaauMt aiaie-fapeni froan the Queaa of IHriand, 1ft. Diatis- 

guMied himaelf at Lowoait*, %h Letter from flehwerin at the cloaeof 

lheeanipaige,97. Leiti 

anil of his e^qnditioii i: 

n. On ibe aiage of Ulmnts, 89^.'_Remoiwtr8tea with jMtric on 



• eanipaige,97. UltertoliiabroCheroa the battle of Roabasb, 65. Re- 
aolt of his exiwditioii into Befaemia, 71. Letter on the battleof Uaea, 



Ua temerily at HoehMrcheq, 104. KiUed in the batiK 100. 
» Sir Robert, ereetft a aBoaonieitt at Hochhiiobento ma leUtite the 

mrahal, U. 110 (note}. Va^oy «t Feteraburf » llUcheU^a letter to, 

an the Pmaaian anbsidy, 173. 
JTeiidaJ. Daeheaa of, miatMaaof Geoi|e L, L 99^ 
MetsdBdotf, b«tle of; L 974. 
Kefterlmg, M^jor, apiMinted eompanion to Frfnce Fraierle, L 07. 0^ 

oerad to watch him after hia arreat, 09. CootiniMa in hia confldenoe, 

1A7. Named by him CeMorum, 160. 
Euukt, Geaera],i«tff«at« belbre MdUeadoif, U. 988. 
MU rir lmi, iamaa, an es^nialfe recruit Ibr Fitdertc WiUiam^ g oardei 

1. 16. 
KZeuC Lientenant'Genenl, dk» nUaatly at Low«altx,it. SI. 
«•«— ^, deueral, left to make beadagainet the Swedea, ii. ISS. Deatroro 

the Austrian magaxinea at Saatz, 195. His operationa aoaiaat the 

iiaiee«rtlweB^iife^ 107. ^^ 

^ Major, the poet, killed atSunersdorf; ii. 173. 

KnobeUdcify a eompanion oT Fmdsrie, L m. ISO. 

gmfHfch, a Fr«Mi4a«jeaeral, aeiue BifVurt, U. 137. 

Knijfplunueny M. de, Prussian minister, sent away fh>ra Paris, U. 80. 

Koenify controTeray of JUmpertuia with, L 854. Voltain takaa Us 

|Wt,8i5. 
Kamgatggy Austrian general, marchea into Luaatia, U. 85. PeAattd 

at Reicheabeng, 87* 
Mimug9grat9^ lafceo by Fraderie, U. 90. , 
SmnigaUin, on the Klbe^ ii. 18. Retreat of Angiatn« TO. to that fbr- 

mao, 38. Qu Ua reiiiement to Poland, its oentnlity ia acconkd by 
*■ Frederic, 36, 
$e«mbatdeof,U.44. Fndefie*a«dmiiable setiieati 46 

tMn, Connt, lanfiil* «ver the eoqne of Manhal Xeith» B. 109. Wm 
Oiigin, 145 iti^. In coqtlnnotion with Tottleben takea Berlin^ 156. 
Retiree to Torgan, 160. Commended by Frederic, 280. Commanda 
the Austrian aranr «9pOMd to Fcedaric, 370. Fmderic'a opinion of> 
«9,990. 

feLipp^, Oonal^ aaaiata Fnderie in becoming a awennaoD, i. 169, 100. 
Mettriej made reader to Frederic, i. 341. 
liaJfoMe jRmfiMt, General, n eempanion of Ffcderlc^l. 157. 160. Grand* 

«aater«f the '* K|i«hta of Bfyard," 168. 
Imiffna, Frederic aaaemblea hia army near, IL 13K Prosaitoe de- 
isaledai, 146. Barbarttiaeoommittedbytbe AnaltiMi8at,147. Amy 
» ff Fiadeiic cantoned ttt, 918. 
Ltniingshauaen, Genend, awoeeda OamtttoB bi coaumnd at Stm 
— ",iL119. 
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380 tsumTi 

£a T^iif. meMM« wnt ^J ^^ '^'om Fraderlc to Louii XV. on the fiBi 
tory of HobenMedberr, i. S67. 

Z/audon^ General, his attack on a Praasian convoy, li. M. Aeeoant of 
him, ib. (Tiote). Haraasea the march of the Pruaaiana, 116. Joins 
BoltlkolT after the battle of Zntlichaw, 194. Falla on the Pnwian 
right wing at Koneradorf, 1S6. DriTcn back into Poland, 18S. Be* 
tirea within the Anatrian dominlona, ib. Drives Fooquet flrom his 
intrenched camp neaf Landahut, and takes him pHaoner, 14ft. Takes 
Glatx,148. AttaekaBresiai^lSO. Obliged to retire, ISl. Beaten by 
Frederic at Liernita, 153. Hia jimctlon with Bnttnrlin, 176. Retires 
to Fribourg, 178. Takes SehwTednltt, 179. Condodes an armlatiee 
with the Duke of Bevem, 104. Frederic's eompUment on, before his 
arrival to dinner, 93i. Heads the Auntrian army la Bobenla, 808. 
Foiled by Prince Henij of Pmaaia, 271. ft77. 

Lebeau*s Hiatory of the Lower Empire, criticised by Frederic, ii. 969. 

Le Cattf a memorial of Frederic?a hardihood preserved by, i. 9S7. A 
companion of Frederic, ii. 998. Aeeoant of, 301. 

Leezin$ki, Stanlslaos, attempts to aectire the throhe of PMand, 1. 147. 
Frederic's letter to, ii. 143. 

Lekwald, Marshal, occttpiea Meissen, i. 973. In command at KOnigs* 
berg, 879. Beats the Ritssiaos at togetiidort; U. 68. Drives tbs 
Swedes out of Pomerania, ib. 

MjtOmUzy patronised by Qneen Sophia Chariette, i. 90. 

LeipsiCt the Pmaaiana levy eontriontions on, U. 16. Regained by Fre^ 
eric, 16S. 

Leopold, Grand-dnke of Tuacany, aent by Maria Therasa to his hnNher 
the emperor, ii. 273. 

• of Anhalt, Prinoe, takea Glogan, 1. ITT. 

LutewitZf governor of Brealaa obliged to sttrrender it to the AQ8lriaii% 

Jkici, governess of Wilhelmfna, Prederic'a eldest sister, 1. 87. 

Irf «», Bishop of, cause of quarrel between him and the King of Pnis> 
afa, 1. 163. 

L.iegnitZt abandoned by the Austriana, ii. 89. Battle of, 163. 

tiigne^ Prince de, aketch of, ii. 928 (note). His aeconnt of the convei^ 
sations of JosepthlT. with Frederic at Nenstadt, 999. Frederic's r» 
mark to, on the Jtesnits, 941. His letter to Stanislaus on thecorres> 
pnndence of Frederic and Joseph II. respecting Bavaria, 966. Com* 
pliments Joseph II. on his resistance to various cabinet^, 273 (note). 
Visits Frederic at Potsdam, 987. Their cohversaUona, 968-999. Bis 
sondnding remarks, 998. 

Lmdstadt, General, dislodgea the Austrian General Campltellt, Ii. 190» 

Liasa. Frederic reclaimed a deserter on the eve of that battle, L 89S. 
Battle of, 11 77-89. 

Lithuanui, beneHto conAnted on, by Frederie William, 1. 167. 

Lobkowitz, Prince, defeated by Broglio and Belleiale, i. 216. 

iarrtdntf Francia, Dttke of, Bmperor of Germany, 1. 914 (noft). Bes 
lYaneis. 

^ y Prince Charles Alexander of, 1^)able to i»pe with Frederic, i. 

914 (no/e). His saccesses against Broglio Shd BelleUle, 990. De* 
Ibated at Hohenfhedberg, 965. Retreats into Bohemia, 950. Bnt«r» 
Lusatia, 971. Baffled by Frederic's precautions, ib. Defoated by 
Frederic aiPraffue,ii. 37-41. Retires withinlts walls, 40. Makes a 
sortie, 42. Frederic's regret on his death, 990. 

Louie Xir.^ Frederic's opinion of, ii. 930. 
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£oiilftJ7^MmitoLBMtMklin UsMMmiit to M0«f«fhe thrwieor 
Poland, i. 147. Bichaoge of compUmeDts wltb n«derie for Ftontenoy 
and HobeoMtdterf , S57. His l«uer to Frederic, whieU enaUet bin 



to break with France, S80. Frederic's answer, 384. 
Louit XF/., bis marriage with an Austriaa princess renden Francs 

not less Jealoos of Austria, ii. 265- 
Louisa Ulrica^ Qneen of Sweden, sister of Ftederic, iL SIS. Her 

cbaracter, 916. 
i.oi0Msto,battl«or,ii.l8. ▲ dearly-boofht Tietonr, 9t. 
LuccMtMniy a companion of Frederic, ii. 886. Account of, 803. 
Z^nor, Conntf bis msdiatioa at Closter-Seven, by wbom instigated, ii. 

^ Fdisb ambassador ia Bnssia, elftec of his incngnes, i. 905. 

Bf AODEBURG, imprisonment of Trsnck in, i. 368. His plot for betraying 
it to the Austrians flrustrated, ii. 183. 

iiahomet F., oflTers his mediation for a genera! peace, I. 909. 

Matistein, General, reply of Voltaire to, on bis memoirs* i. 351. 

Mjantenffel, Count, Mns with Frederic in forming a society called ^ Tho 
Friends of Truth," i. 101 . Defending Pomerania against the Swedes 
is aided by Lebwald, il. 98. Takes Demmln and the fort of Pena- 
munde. 119. Dangerously wounded at Zullicban, 194. 

Marbowrg, besieged by Prince Ferdinand, ii. 174. 

Maria JosephOt Queen of Poland, refbses to deliver state papers to 
Marshal Keith, U. 15. Consents only through menace of compalsion, 
ib. Her intrigues, 34. Dies after the news of the battle of Rosbaeh, 
08. 

Uttna TheretOf motiTes of Frtoderie In declaring war against, i. 100. 
Indignant at his pretenelons to Silesia, 100. Her- appeal to the dtef 
at Presburg, 900. Loyal enthusiasm of the palatines of Hungary, ib. 
Desperate state of her aflbirs, ib. Her troops defeated at Czaslau 
and SabA, 914, 915. Peace concluded, 916. Her fortunes rerive, 
919. Fresh successes, 933. Orders her army into Silesia, 947 
They return to winter^uarters, 948. Her husband Francis, Duke 
of Lorraine, elecled emperor, 260. Rejects pacific propositions fVom 
Frederic, 860, 90L Peace of Dresden, 978. Her reasons for with- 
iM^ding the guarantee of the empire, 989. nerives hostility against 
Frederic, 379. Her reasons for venturing on the seven years' war, 
d. Evasive answers to Frederic's question of peace or war, 380. 
Bejects a proposition fhmi Lord Bute, ii. 188. Averse to the meeting 
of her son the Emperor Joseph If. with Frederic, 996. Her corres- 
pondence with Frederic on the Bavarian succession, 279. Anxioua 
for peace, 981. Treaty of Teaohen, 986. Her death, 306^ 

Uarienburgt palatinate of, obtained by Pmasia, ii. 951. 

Uarlbi>r<mgK Charles, Duke of, commands the English anxUiarlea in 
Germany, ii. 117. His death, ib. 

ManhaU^ Baron, his defonce of Ollmuta, 11. 89. 

MaupiTtuia^ a correspondent with Frederic, i. 164. Frederic's opinion 
of, 187 (note). His ridiculous mishap at Moll wits, 901. First presi- 
dent of the Berlin Academy of Sciences, 320. Sketch of him, 340. 
He occasions the final quarrel of the king and Voltaire 353. His 
controversy wi^ Kcernig, 354« Toltaire's satire on, 856. An edition 
of it burnt, 356^ ^. 

Jliaurepat, bis imb ile administration, Ii. 956. 

Mavricet of Aubalt, luce, commanda a corps of Frederic s army, ik 
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M. Anlvwb«nir» l*htf06, ST. VnMt fo ttmm the MuMiiii/4l. 
Hk error at Kotin eaueed the loae of tbe battle, 4S. 

JKuwn, march eT tienend Pinek to, U. 13S. He emtenden to Um 
AiuinaiM.4t 134. 

Mayeneej Elector of, Jotna the Germanic teagne, U. 80f . 

MeekUnHurgt Duke of, places bis claims on the Bamrian soeoesaioil In 
the bands of Frederte, U. 204. Arrangement in ftvoor of, at ihv 
peaco oTTescheB, 886. 

MeekUmbyrg'StrdUx^ Prtneeis Charlotte of, wrltee to Frederic on ibv 
deTastalions committed \ty his troops, IL ISt 

JMrtt^en, tbe combined forces of the empire and of Aoetrifi defeated al^ 
tt. 131. Dlerecke*s snraender at, 135. 

Jfeicse, eastle'of, meeting of Frederic and 1^>ltalye at, 1. 187. 

HiJnw, anditor-general, one of the court on Katt*s examination, L 7ft. 
And at tbe Interrogatory of Prince Frederic, M. 

MUl, near Sans Sooei, qoestioa oonteming, between fVederie and fh« 
mUler,l.«91 

MOUary order, the first In the stfcte, in Prnssla, 1. Sltt. 

Uindenn besieged bv Prince Frederic of Brnnswlck, il. 881 Battle oi; 
13& Belzare of French correspondence at, 130 (nece). 

Mirabeau, his account of FrBderic*B lait days, U. S90. And death, Stt. 
His eharaeter ot him, 339. 

UUcheU, Sir Andrew, English mlniaier at Bartin, tislts the Praaeiall 
samp with Frederic, ii. 10. Passages flrom his correspondence reUi» 
tlTs to the Prussian subsidy, 171. Letter to tord Bate on a oomnm 
nication from Frederic relative to Russia, 188 (hole). 

JVMdavio, taken fttmi the Turks by Prince Gallitxin, ii. 5140. 

taUendorf, General, disting nishes himself in Prince Renry*e retiett t» 
Ottendorf; ii. 377. His expedition into Bohemia, S83. tlnchbelDVed 
by Frederic, 304. 

Uoibpitz^ battle of, 1. 198. Its consequences, 300.. 

Mumb^ou, the Csar Peter and bis i^lfe Catherine entertttned at, 1. ttk 

JUintleeiicMii, remark of Frederic concerning, II. 233. 

Jfoorv, Dr., his descripdonof Frederic, 11. £M, 99S. 

JImc2, General, attends Prince Ffederie when broaght at b state erh)|i- 
nal to bis nitber, i. 70. « 

Iffttfer, chaplain, attends Katt In hia last momenta, I. 09 (note). Or- 
dered to arsue with Prince Frederic on religious topics, 101. nla re- 
sort to the king, 103-108. Second letter IVomtheking, 109. His reply 
11 1. Frederie's address to, on making him a secieury to the cabinet, 

. an aid-de-camp, a witness of FVederic'a Intrepidity, 1. 397. 

Ifflncteioen, his firm reply to Frederic's angry remonstrance, 1. 390. 
MamieK Marshal, his gruat influence in Runia, 1. lOOL Negotiotioai 

of Winterfiild with, IMM. How nrustrated, t». 
JAmdkow, President, disanades Prince Frederic ftoui resigning Bin 

birthright, i. IM. . 

UuMUKpka IV.f Smperar of the Turks, ^ embaaay to Frederic, 0. SOT, 

Naoasti, the Hangarian general, defbated by WInterftId, 1. 03. Con^ 
mands the Austrian left at Kolin, Ii. 45. Tekes Schweidnitx, 74. 

JVoDoJeon, the sword of the great Frederic carried away by hhn ftm 
Potsdam, ii. 39RI. Uwt on his departure for Elba, ib^ 

Uattmar Marshal, arrests the prinoe's flriend Katt, 1. 73. 
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i. 115. 
JBfeiffc, bomlMrded by the Pmnluui, L IM. BloekaiM by the Pn». 

8ian8, 906. Beaicfed by the Aniitrians, ii. 104. Delivered by the 

Frpaeieos, 113. Meeting of Frederic and the Emperor Joeeph IL 

at,S3A> 
NatfehAtdf dleoontento In, IL SSS. Referred by Frederic to the repubUe 

of Berne, »». 
Neupergt Ooont, enter* Sileela against the PmaaianH, L 196. Beaten 

at Moliwita, 190. His conference with Frederic, 907. Retires into 

Moravia, 906. . Commands the Austrian* at the battle of DetUng«v 

99i> 
Neusta^U in Morayla, meeting of Fredene and the Emperor Joseph H 

at,iL 998. 
Night march In winter, Frederic** conduct daring a, L S9S. 
Nimbourg, Frederic retires to, fVom Kolin, ii. 47. 
Ifivemoi^t Dnke of, ambassador at Beriin, olTer* Frederic the sovo- 

reignty of TObagO) L 377. Frederie shows him hia treaty with Bof- 

landfift. 
iVoaOZee, Marshat, commands the French at Deoingen, 1. 991 Vlaits 
' the enperor at Frankfbri, 995. 
Norths Lord, his feeble administration could not oppoflo the partitloaoT 

Poland, IL 996. 
NottitZf Saxon general, uken prisoner at LIssa, U. lOL 
Nwretnhergf Catholic preacher at, prognosticates the discomfitore of 

Frederic, U. 49. Heavy cootribtttlona exacted by the Fraasian* Doai» 

197. 

ODoMMBLL, Auatrian general, routed hy the Prince of Wwtemben, fl. 
199. 

OWIvtf, Counts**, diicoTery of letters tranamltted to, ii. 34. 

OUmitIz, capitulate* to Marshal Sehwerin, i. 910. Siege oi; U. 60.. Bo- 
ply of au officer to Frederic's reprimand at, 95. 

Oiford, Sari of (H. Waipoie). bis opinion on the conventloQ oTOoilAr 
Seven, ii. 70 (noU). 

0$tendy talten by the French, i. 967. 

Qgt-Frise. duchy of, acquired by Frederic, 1. 990. 

Ottmdorff able retreat of Prince Henry to, IL 976. 

Otunodbott, taken by the Prussians, i. 195. 

ineflbctoally agalnat the eleetion of the Dnka 

-7 Chariea Theodore, ooUateral heir of the Elector of 

Bavaria, ii. 96d. His extravagance, ^. 
PaOsMi, author of verses on Frederic, ascribed to the Duke of CholaeuL 

ii. 141 {note). 
Pallant, the Austrian general, his Important disclosure to Frederic IL, 

I. 917, 9ia 
Paris, Frederiti'H Intended Journey to, 1. 186. Why relinquished, ib. 
Patronage in the army, discountenanced by Frederic, i. 319, 390. 
Poifi, Grand-ddke, afterward Emperor of Russia, his marriage, ii. 987. 
PMitippina Charlotte, Uuehesa of Brunswick- Wotfeobuule, sister of 

Frederie, U. 913. Her character, 316. 
PM2>jwftoiirr,bealegedbytheDukeofBarwlek,L14& TakamAi 
6g8 



PALATiHa, Elector, pratesto 
of Lomdne, 1.900. 



9M imMtits 

WteeiffottitMt fViVMoiF of Bit^, obtalM fhmi FfCNlMfis tbti miMlfi tt 

war, i. MS. 
PHOo. Cmm, Ida rtmafk on Jogeph the SeooiMfH tMt to flur B mpr f 

Caihertiie, K. 1K)1. A eompmioft of Frederte, 918. 
AriM, Slucoft fbfee MMftmped ftt, H. IS. Bld6k»lMl Ay Iho FromfaOM, 
, 14. Tbe Saxons cross the Elbe, 98. Capitulate, 93. OBmp oi; 

Miied b^y Marsha! t>8Utr, \t9. Vn6tnrie retires to, m 
Fit<, Mr., secretary of state in 1757, bis vigorous support of VwMia, 

U. 68. Rs^ns in disgtist at the hafloeiioe and pofiey of Lord Btm^ 

t87« 
PtefcMy OoiMral) fiMiMheo vo oosisrvii the RtunsEiHr ifl PMMniiln^ H> 8B* 

His siicoess against the Russians, 178. Distingniabes himself in 

Mmo Henrys retreat to Otteo A>rf, 9Tf. 
Piaueriy great canal at, i. 998. Daunts strong^post at, ii. 13ft. ' 

PlombUrest Voltdire cetftvs to^ aftei^ his release ftom FrUfikAttv t. ttft 
PfoMo, Pmssiaa minister, his declaratioft relattire to Hw IttipsriaT DM; 

It. 190. 
9mnmit at Frasaia, fVedetfe^ kfndttess to, K 9f & 
Peter /., Czar, one of the godfhthers of Frederic, L 19. VlaflM Bttfia, 

t0i BmertaiiMd tt 1n>nUjov, 97. 
Peter /7/., of Russia, his accession ii. 165. Frtefldty tor KwAflnfie, th. 

Dothronetf, 19IK Alitf moftlered, H. 
Petersburg, treaty of, l)etween Russia and Prussia, ii. fOk 
PodeoOi, Frederie*s chief Mnlster of Itareign affkirs at htir ftctMoMMLl 

iWv 

J!Mlif«ili< MMn. ittOMd* fh»«eMli4yed orFt«d«tfc1VilHftm, i. f«#. tho 
iaterment confided to him, 179. Chamberlain to Frederic, 343. ^ 
interview with Voltaire coming IVom Potsdam, 360. 

PoiM^ FM^eric detects an attempt at, ii. 33. ' 

Poland, letter of Frederic to the ex-kin|p of, ii. 143. Death ofAa|trstw 
m.. Elector of Saxony, King of, 308. Count Sfanjshltts Foinatoir> 
iki f fomotied le ihe tHrone, 9D9. Disfnrtiatices in, nnttetited' by Rttt^ 
■ia, 949. Anarchy, 943. OonA^deratfon at Barf, fb. tlkione do* 
«lMed iiaMAC, 947. Ne^iation^for the paniUocr, 948. Share o^ 
talned by Frederic, 951. By Russia, ib. Treaty, 959*. ARsemblf 
of the diet after the signature of the partition-treaty, 953. Cessioil m 
the invading sovereign ratified, 354. Ruin of Poland eoasatnmate<( 
955. Frederic hnproves his new territories, 257. 
■• « Queen of, ii. 15. (See Maria Jo»epha.) 

Polenta, a favourite dish with Frederic, Ii. 316. 

gluttermh, tm Swedes mMoceessAiI tn, It. ttft tMttvboa rehhlifed 
fWim, 100. 

PomifttUu, obtaihed by Prussia, II, 951. 

PombdL Marquis of, his expulsion of the Jesolts fhmi PbrroMl, II. 93QL 

Pomfodow, Madame>de, the French government In her hands, L 3^ 

Pontatoie«ii». (See Stanialaus.) 

fitttdam, Totralre^ reception at, 1. 335. Ft«derte% oectintrlons ikt 
Bfterthewarofl778, ii. 987. Visit of the Prince deUfne,<b. Fre4> 
erfe Miried in the church of the garrison at, 398. 

Pradee, AbbO de, a companion of Fk«derie, account of, H. 9901 

Ptajfue, token by the Gallo-Bavarian army, i. 909. Bartle of, Ii. tt 
The elty bloekadod by Frederic, 49. fiombartled, tft. Homirttirdit 
siege, 43. 

Prea^gt Af^t of tbe Aoitrfan ooart to, i. 909. 



Item I^ i. SI. StttitUcs of itw monarchy on Frederick oceeitilDn, 
178. Mililvv force, ITt; AUltneo with FfrnMe wniitti«t«i4 «]#. 



Mi— fM cf flo w w W g yoWcy alter tho petM tit Berito, VS. Itemnii 
of the laws, f89. The Code fWrferis, Wl. PhmA of ^melioration in 
the govoffMHenCt IN. FteHniary nwMtrcea, aiO. Cctonleo, 311 
.fiervitude of peasants abolished, 311 Clergy apiiointed bythekinf, 
314. War deleaved agafnai, by Pnuiea, ew«de», and Russia, H. 91 
lolimate nnfcm with England, 83. Armv of 900,000 men maintained 
«Aor the peaee ef HttbertsbcMtrg, SOS. New aysteMi of casioms and 
exelae established by Frederic, 390. Share of Poland obtained by, 
S9I. Treaty of iwrtttfon signed, 951 Arrangementa at the peaee tf 
Teachen, alRetIn; the interesta of, 986. 

Pnuguau^ take Ologan, 1. 197. Vteteriom »t Ifenwittt 199. 1>te 
Bri^, 909. CWn the battle of Pragne, li. 38. Amomit of killed, 
woanded, and taken fn, 40. Reinforoed, 41 Delbated by Dana at 
Kblin,44. With great less, 46. Vietor1otta8tllosbaeh,fl9. Defeated 
«t BresUm. 71 victorioas at Lissa, 77-89. Defeated at Rochkir- 
«ben, 101. Retreat to Dobeiaehntz, H)8. tooe the battle of Kuners- 
4ott, 12k. Defeated at Landahat, 146. Stmimaryof ttidr reveraea, 
149. Thefr operatkms In the states of the empire, 197. Conclnde an 
trmiacloe wfth the Aiurtrfans, ltd. PMce of HnbertsbDorg. 191 
PrusgioH dtseipline, ica great sererity, i. 991 ttecniitera in difBafmt 
parts of Borape, 390. 

" ottA^, Mbefikm of the Ooasaeks headed by Mm aappreaaed» U 

IV O etiettil , eoremor of Oabel, obliged to capttotote^ 11. flt 

OAva, hii dtnvw escape ftam Frederic William, i. 44, 45. 
uetttetOerg, Goont, employed by the Qtieen of Baland to ^emiiUliieaC 
" Frederic, ii. 31. 

Madzivil, leader of the Pollidi cenfederatea, 11. 9ti. 
RamboneU privy-counsellor of Frederic, 1. 187, 188. 
Eamen, Madame, a spy of Ike king, yet in tiie ^iieen'a oonHdenoa* 4 

71 
RiiiisheHbaeh^ combat of, II. 193. 
Reiehenberg, action of, 11. 37. 
g^inlfeckf tjiaeeU's chaplain, hia conduct relative co Pitnea Frederitfb 

writhig-eaae, 1. 74. 
Repnitu ambaaaador feom Russia, takes part with Stanislaus aaahMt 

the confederstea, 11. 943. Forwards the Prussian ttrUmatum to |l. ii 

Breteuil at Vienna, 981 Negotiator for Russia at Tesehen, 981 
tUUinsherg, Frederfe<^B manner of life at, 1. 131 131. The place namea 

by him Remusberg. 160. 
Kicnetieuy succeeds iTBstr^ee, and takes poeaessioo of HaiUMrer, U. 56. 

Bia cmelties in tfao Prussian provinces, 99. Hia cruellies and ex- 

fortions in iflte Electorate of Hanover. 70. Hla successor Couttt 

Clermont oUiged to evacuatis the country, 79L 
Kieiesd^ Karon, surprised and taken prisoner near fiimmelskroA. Ik 

131. Fredericks negotiator at Teschen, 986. 
JtiZfcr, Bavarian resident at Vienna, convention aigoad bg hiin« H W. 
Roterlsois Ike hiatanan, praiaed bv Vmia*^ SL 315. 




Jtodbtf't flipaliilsd flooqiiolMi to Prince FtaiHta^ i* 0f* Aov to gtuft 
Mm wun treatad a« a state priMner, 70i OUifvd t» Miver up Ber- 
Un, ii. ISO. 

Jiollm, aoomapondeot with Fredorle, L 164. 

JUmuaaow, bkiekadm Ooiberg, ii. 181. BolBlbieed bgr Priaee Dolgo- 
rou6ki, tft. .Oferram Wallachia, SM. 

JtMbocA, batUe of, tt. (O. Fllcbt aoA dispenkmor tli»aUiaa,,64. An. 
ecdotM relating to tlie battle, 07. 

Jtofttopehinet Count, bia atatomeni reapettlng the death of Frederic, ii. 
mUnoU). 

tMtenburgkj French magaitne at, taken by Piinoe Ferdinand oT Bniu»- 
wick, IL 196. 

tUmcoulei Madame do, baa the caie of Frederic in ehUdhood, i. 19. 

JtovMfeZ, appointed to watch Prince Frederic at Cuatrin, L 1I&. 

KuUuere^ rightly charaeteriiee the anarchy of Poland, ii. 943. 

KMtiia^ Frederic reeeivea pecuniary aid from, i. 140. 144. Hia negotia- 
tiona with, in 1741, 196. An array in Livonia agaimt Pmssla, 905. 
fotriguea of foreign ministers in, 237. Prepares for war, 908. Dif- 
Ibrenees of Frederic with, 365. Treaty with England, 370. Dedarea 
war against Pmasia, ii. 31. Forces of, under Apraxin, advance 
against Prussia, 36. Compelled by Lehwald to retire, 58. Under 
Count Fermor Invade Prussia, 85. Their devastationa. and cruellies. 
07. Their defeat at Zorndorf, 98-101. GainthebaUleoCKunersdoii; 
198. Advance inio Lusatia, 130. Deceived by a stratagem. oC Frad- 
erie, 153. Bombard Berlin, 158. ReUre beyond the Vistula, 167. 
Their drunken aasanlt on the fortress of Schweidnita, 170^ Besiegn 
COIberg, 181. Death of the Empress Elisabeth, 185. Withdraw 
from the Auatrians, 186. Evacuate Prussia, Pomerania, Branden- 
burg, and give up Colberg, ib. Disturbancea in Poland flMnented by, 
949. Turkey declana war against, 944. Share of Poland obtained 
bv,951. Treaty of partition aisned, 9SA. Ad vantageoua treaty witk 
Tiurkey through Frederic'a mediation, 955. Conclude peace with thft 
Tnite, 985. 

SirfoiMXa, opposed to the Prince of Anhalt-Dessau, i. 970. Beaten at 
Kcsselsdorf, 974. Leader of the Saxons on their march from Fima» 
U.93. Obliged to capitulate, 94. 

0AATX, Austrian magadnes at, destroyed, Ii. 199k 

SaekviUet Lord Geoige, succeeds to the comn^ud of the English anzil* 

iaiies in Germany, ii. 117. His conduct at Minden, 138. 
Sahiy the Aiistriana defeated near^ i. 915. 
8t. Germain^ Count, evacvatea Bremen, and marcfaas into WeatptaUt; 

U. 86. 
St. A^nonvGwiaral^ taken prieoner at Tocgan, Ii. 161 
St. faloriy recalled to Paris from Berlin, ii. 90. 
Satdem, a man of bad character, hie embassy from Gatbarlne to Was* 

aaw, ii. 919. Succeeded by Repnin, 943. 
San» SoucL number of portraita of Joseph II. in the apartmenta of, IL 

99f. Frederic's iTIness at, 910. 
Sardinia^ King of, persuaded to join the allies, againat France, i. Vt. 
Stauy Harsher, his successAil canpaim ia Flanders, i. 967. Visits FM^ 

ecie at Potadam, 339. Remark of Frederic on, ii. 993: 
Sacw-GofAn, Dnchess of, Voltaire at her eouri, i. 360. 
Saxt-BMbvurghaustn^ Prince, unites his forces with those oC tilt 
. rrinGOQr80abi8«,tt.67. itefiMtiNiat Roibach.6L 



Pruswaii gTMMdter, li IT. 
SaxotUt surpviaMl and dtolhaled by Fredwte, 1. tSV. 
Saxony, eoncors Willi AMUte md Bvnte to KMlUt tMeflflMls fl|alnM 

Frederic, L S77. FredMrie decMM wpan Mm thvaalon of, 980. Bo*> 

U;red by him, tt 10. He Mm pOMBwIdn «r BfMdm, U^ Appro* 

priaiM tte Mvemles, 10. Baoenwred hy him afteF ille battle of Tof» 

faii,M7. 
" V Bl6ctor«C AurnialMia eMrpa ofM^ODO Men to nfcderfe, U. M8. 

CompMMatioii f&t hia ctatoift attded ai ilw peaeaof Tsaefaen, tt& 

Joina the Germanic league, S07. 
■ - t Elacweat-dafvafer oi; bar otolin M Biwtoto, U. MS. 
• •— -^ Bleeianl teuaa << toiploft FMdH>lt*a tatorvMMkm to Ifte Bft* 

Tarian aiieeeaaioii,!!. 904. 
»i^g9iek, Biifcay ef BiwtoB, bto l ^paiM ni db to <» iEtet cT Pwwfla^ 

■ ri to lal a f , abte wlwt df PVede t te t>. IL tW. Hb plitiAnaea tiMOMffi'M 

houae thera, and on qnHtinff appainto him |t»v«mor of it, 178. 
Sehencky Major, atienda Katt to exeentlon at Cnauto, 1. 07. 
SdUiMtMtoMmit, Aftoo tin autono of StoMiy to OBiUinetlba ivttb 

Franeia L, i. 973. 
y ah n a ftoM, 0»ert i, dapitiditan at Braidb», H. IBOi Bent to the «M- 

of Piinaa ilattry to 8att>ny, lOS. 
SdmMi nprieat, ftia tMbdMry to Frederto, If. IML 
SMBiM»r« mj/K, taaiMBto Pctana FMtorie to matfaomatfes tad Iblrtlll. 

aatiao, i. W, 
Sekmmmg, FradariafO ftoramiia tanaoH-, U. »13. Hli eonatoot fttMO- 



Hitary^ aatobHbbad by FMderle at B«rtin, 1. 810. 
Hadl*ndertotoattoekllieAiiMrtatti^il.I5S. Mttia 
acbi0gBit^t». 
SUhMoA, MargMvia at, <nuipii«sy to ptaca htoi on rtietlmme ef Pklto- 



ala,1.3US2. BaAatoi,iS. 0atirieal!y named fialdegne, 56. 
^ekmUiutZf tohoft by the Aofltftona, IL 74. Btoekaded by tAe rra*- 
atono,83. Tahenby Ftodarle,06. Tikon by Laodon J70. Itdttkea 



by IVaderiMML 

Stkwerm, Manllal, obUfaa tira AHOlano to retire tato Moravia Mm 
Sdaala, 1. 100. Takaa OUnratSr SIO. fintera Bohemfft. ii. 11. IHa 
letter to Marabal Keith, ib. Another at the elaae of the campaf|f(i. 



t7« Wtottnta flOaai% OS. Comnumdi • eorpa of F>redMrk^ army, 

90. Coffipela KflDnigaegg to retire to Pragne, 97. Diea In battle, 91. 

SekMtMt, mtt&Tt tato mliaton Aem Haover to the eamp of Frederic, L 



104. 
Stduniotf, Antritn envoy at Btolta, endaavotoe to break the douMe 

ailianee between the loyal OunHiea ef Enfflend end PrusAla, i 43. 

Hia ehmater, 47. SalMeaNy named Le ttapintAre, 68. HIa temon- 

aireneea indaee Frederic William to apare the life of hia mm^ 8& 

I>eIireratohimeleiior«naaiheeoqpoiof,ieK Admitoatora peennlaiY 

aid to Ftodflite» IHi 
Segur^ General, taken, 1. 31 H 
SeidUm, Genemk maoided at ItoObneh, IL 84. 
SelU^ Frederic'a phyaieiaii, ii. 910. In diegnee ibr htotinf that hla dto- 

ease waa dropay, ib. Viaita him, 939. Preaent al Me death, 837. 
ArtoUoiu,oomninttdetimtnByafikeempli»,U.l». BeatenbyPrinto 

Heory of Pruaaia, 189. 



^8 I1I9BZ* 



StrvifudB of iwirti, tMkiUi by Praaiic, !. >l», »M. 

Seven yimr*' fTor, reaMns of Maria Theresa fbr Tentnrlns on, t. 37!IL 
Reflections on, U. 199. Hisiory of, when kegun by Fraderie, SS9L 

STGraveaandei one of Fradeiie's correspondents, i. IM. 

Sheep, imported by Frederic nrom Spain, it. 3M. 

SUberlerg, Fredsrio** dispositions at, ii. 988. 

SilesWf claims of Frederic to that pro^ince^ i. 190. Invaded by Mm, 103. 
Saved by his victory at Liegnitz, ii. 154. Secured by him at the peace 
of Hubertsbourg, 190. He gains the aflfecUons of the Silesians, SOt- 

Sgftitz, Daun's camp at, ii. 103. The Prossians take the height behind 

Solms^ Count de, conunands the Saxon army under Ftrederic, iL 9 

S(nu/€ld, Madame de, obtains the ivaiisaslsBkm oT Princo F ' 
writinc-case to the queen, t 74. 

Seltikqir* raooeeds Fennor ia command oT the Bassians, ik ISS. De- 
feats Wedel at ZulHchau, 193. Victorious at Kunersdorf, 19Sk 
Driven back Into FoUmd, 139.' Bfarches on Braslan, 140. Decstvatf 
by a stratagem of Frederic, 154. Betlrea into Poland, 157. 

5oor, battle of, i.S63. 

Scpkia CkarlotUt Queoa of Prassia, mocber of Flrederic WUUam L> 
character of, i. 90. 

Sophia Dorotheih mother of Frederic the Great, 1. 1& Defeats a esn- 
spiracy against her husband and son, 33. Pnqtoses the marriage of 
her daughter to Frederic Prince of Wales, 3& Her husband's nn- 
Ibuaded Jealousy, 49, Her attachment to the house of Hanover, 49. 
^•oewed ill treatment of the king, 60. Her constematioo at the 
arrest of Prince Frederic, 74. She prevents the seixave of her son's 
letters, 79, 76. The king declares him to be dead, 77. Her reconcile- 
ment to the king, 11& Her disappointment In his disposal of her 
daughter Wilheimiaa in marriage, ISO. Letter flrom that princess,. 
133. Vain eflbrts to break off the marriage, 198. Visited by her 
dying husband, 169. Letter of Frederic to, aAer the battle of Prague, 
li.41. Her death, 48. Frederic's feelings at her loss. »&. 

SoubiKy Prince of, prepares to enter Saxony, ii. 49. Unites bis Ibrcea 
with those under the Prince of Saxe-Hiidbourchansen, 99. Rooted 
at Rosbach, 63. Driven flrom the country of Hesse, 118. Defeated 
at Hobenower, 174. Separates ftom Broglio, 179. Wlnter-qaanem 
on the Lower Rhine, 176. Beaten at Wilhelmsthal by Princo FeiidL- 
liand of Brunswick, 196. 

StaiTt Lord, commands under George H. at the battle of Dettingen, L 
934. 

Stanislmu Pmtiatowski, Count, promoted to the throne- oTPblmid, II. 
309. Congratulatory letter of Fnwieric to him, 210. Catherine dis- 
satisfied with him, 943. Frederic becomes his enemy, 943. The con-- 
federates declare him dethroned, and the throne vacant, 347. Attempt 
to seize him flrustrated, 890. His protest against the partition of 
Poland, 293. f -• 

SUaUey, Mr. Hans, sent to Paris to nemtiate a peace, ii. 199. 

Stettin, conduct of Charies XII. to the King of Prusala nspeetlng, i. 93^ 

Stm, Major, a companion of Frederic, 1. 197 

Stolberg, General, with SerbelionI commands die army of the empiisi 
11.183. Beaten at Frayberg, 194. 

StraUund, siege oi; i. 94. 

Str^au, battle of, 1. 399. Jiwction of Laiido» and BatturUu neu, U. 



^tttlprlkeim, ttemnl, his nwvmMot attiiut tba Avftrtau at Branlts, 
U.S84. 

Steftm, ft RQMlan a|ent, lettera of Frederic to, L 140-145. Naiiwd by 
him Diaphanes, 160. TNuuIated Wolff'* mecaphyaleal woita into 
Frenjh, 168^ 

Sutkowtki, Polish prince, levies troops and fbrau mafazines for the 
Rttssiaos, ii. 180. Taken by the Prussians, ib. 

'StthibaKk, house of, arraDgeflMiiis in their Aivour at the peace of Tea- 
chen, ii. 386. 

Swwtarqf, hia attDeities among the Bslea, ii. 940l 

Swedei^ King of, intereedee with Fraderic Wlliiam to apare the prince- 
royal, 1. 86. Declares war against Prtisaia, U. 81. Paities in the 
senate—" the Hats" and " the Caps,** ib. {note}. Peace with Russia, 
180. Revoliftion in, its eflfeets on the policy or Catherine II., 251. 

Sieedes, meditate an attaclc en Pomerania, ii. 36. Pass the Baltic with 
that view, 40. Driven out of Pomerania by I^hwald, 68. Unsuc- 
cessfhl in POmerania, 119. Take Amamande, ISO. Seiie a Prussian 
squadnm at Stettin, f^ Their campaign of 1761 unimportant, 183. 

Hyhowrgf General, beats the French under the Comtde'Stainviile, ii. 
173. 

Tamsil, castle of, a ptnee of solace Ibr FvBdertc in his imprisonment at 

Custrin, i. 117. 
Tartar*, Khan of, Frederic contracts an alliance with, U. 167 Insur 

rection ef the Tartars deftated, 869. 
Tara«ac«m, prescribed Ibr Frederic by Dr. Zimmermann, ii. 946. 
Touenzesn, General, defends Breslan against Laudon, ii. 140. Repulses 

the Anscrians flmm Jtsgemdorf, 883. 
TendUy Cardinal de, engaged in ne^iations with Voltaire and tha 

MarciuTine^f Bueith, ii. 68^ 
Terringsetftld^ M. de, the elector palatine's negotiator at Teschen, ii. 

88S. 
Teachen^ congress and peace at, ii. 385. Terma of the treaty, 906. 
Thiebatdt^ how employed by Frederic with reihienee to the academy, 

i. 331.' 
T^ofn, garrisoned by Rni w lfii ^, ii. 85. 
7%itmAetm. Count de, gonremor of Schweidnlta, capitulates to F^ed- 

eric, ii. 88. 
Tlerrtng-, Marrtial, deibatfd by the Austrian troops, L 310. 
Torgauy baule of, anecdote of Frederic and his grenadiefs after it, L 

336. Town of, fortifled by Frederic, iL 17. Surmdera to the army 

of the Circles, \Sff. Battle of, 168-1«7. 
ToUlebe% commands the Rassiana in the caauMign of 1760, ii. 144. In 

conjunction with Lacy ukes Berltai, 150. Bepilaed by Werner ftom 

Fomeranfa, 100. 
TVumay, taken by the French, 1. 967. 
Traun, Mershal, his masteriy campaign of 1744, i* 946. Operations 

against the Prinee vf Conti, 967. Frederic's high opinion of, ii. 330. 933. 
Trenckf Baron, recounts the toils endured by Frederic*s body-guards, i. 
« 333. imprisoned At Magdeburg, 866. Sketch of his history, 860-960. 

Guillotined at FUris. 860. His plot Ibr betraying Magdeburg to the 

Austrians frustrated, ii. 183 Fatal consequenoes of his inthnacy 

with the Princess Amelia of Prussia, 817. 
» Francis, eouain of the baron, an Anstriaa eommander, stats- 



890 nami^ 



TVeakow, Ma4MM» wife cT tb* Qo««rnor of NeiAt, aiMcdole oi; U. IH 
TVsppmc, daali¥ oC oom|h«1 bjr the ftvaahtm, U. 974. 
** TYtUhj Friends of" a society formed by Frederte, i. 161 
nekBmni,}mfaC TiwhMi flest bnrat In, tt. 9M. 
TVcrentM, remark of Fiedsite gii» it. S38. 
7Wilrty,deelarwimra98iiisiOatberiM»tt.Mi Ams|«i the mfdiatioii 

of Prussia and Austria, 346. 
TurkiMh emperor, nefoitaiiona of Frsdnio viiUk a 187* 
7W*«, conehids peaee with tbs RiMslan^ tt. m 
Tmacanift (hrand-aiike of («A«ffWHd eoBpararX nmwk of Frederic on, 

TulmeUr, his eoalneiMe with the Priaeese WUbelniiia, I, ISl. 
TVromiMJ, Lord^ Fimoh evroy at fierlhi, hia insiiUbic laiiia«ii^L374 

Ukeainb, isU waste by the ZapomfimB, 0. 94i. 

Vtriea, sister of Fretaio, nerned fas iheftituie ICinc of Swadeo, L S38. 

OifoomsiAnessalteadiag her narriafv, ib. 
Ungem Sternberg, driven with the Swedes fttan Fomeraala by Leb- 

wald. ii. 58. 
Utedmn, Ooioiiel, npolsts the AiMfiaM, tt. 9Mw 

Vau», Geneial, owAend to waleb Prinee Fnderie after bis arrest, i. 69 
Van Swieien, Aastrian envoy, neffotiateR Ibr Fratate with the court 

of Vienna eooetnitaf PMand, U. 998. Bepiesenta Fisdoris as drop* 

Bloal to the coort of Vienna, 968. 



Yarmiat Bishop of, Frederic's bamane dsoiaraftloa t9t U 317. 
VereUii dissasdes Tottlebsn and Lacy ftnn bomlnff Beriin, il. 160. 
Viennot advance of the Bavaro-French army towanb, i. 900. (See Ave' 



Ma.) 

Vaiiertf Mr., eent llrom Prague to Frederic at Dresden, I. 978. Letter 
to, ftom Fraderie, 979. 

Tirgily Frederie's vennriM on, ti. 989. 

Votten, appointed to watch Prince Frederic at Gastrin, 1. lift. 

VoUakre, instance of Frederick epistolaiy adnlaiion te» i. 164. LeHer 
ft«m Frederic on Lithuania, 107. Their first roBetinf, 187. Frederic's 
opinion of him, i^. (note). Letter of Frederic to, after the victory of 
Mollwltz, 90t ^nete). Wa '*Bpipbanie ds 1749," 310 {note). His 

^ vlalt to Beriin in 1748, 931. F^nderie*s letter to bira, ib. ReaMm of 
tali journey, 989. Account of the Icing's way of liib, ib. Leaven i 

Beriin, 336. His comparison of Frederic with Charles Xft, 987. | 

Frederic's letter of invitation to, 383. His reception at Potsdam. 336. 
Jealoaey ofochsr men of letters, 340. His sarcasms offend the king, 
848. Quarrels with Amand, ib. Displeases the king by a lawsuit 
with a Jew, 390. The quarrel mgravated, 898L His satire on Man- 
pertnis,896. Published swraptiiionsly, 356. Anger of Frederic, t». 
Their hut interview, 889. He is arrested at Finnklbrt, 361. Con- 
Hnnes to correspond with Frederic, 863. His remark rslating to the 
nevenyears' war, 380. Bpistle of Frederic to, in his reverses, ti. 60, 
51. Wa romark en the battie of Roobach, 64. Aelatea an nbortive 
attempt at nqmaaHon, 66. Extols the prowees ef Frederic in the | 

campa^ of 1797. 83. Frederic'* letter to, after his deibat at Hoeh- 
ktaeheaiMrtlhsdNiliierUiiiBCer, HI. Hta aseeant of FnderiC's 



raDBx. 361 

f uiw da Lottis XV., 139. His ntsan^ <m the dinnliitloii of the 
Jeeitit«,and on Fredericks eondoct towirde tbeml, 999* Frederid^ 
flolocy on his AMlt\t,iffK 

Ymuterkmuem, paUce.of^ d^Scrihed, L l9t, ' 

Vouer tTArgenmn, MxrqjiiB de, Iris txnieB to^ emeflKii in denttanf 

WAOifKRw DB XdiNmuibs, oontrorecDia etHeaiedt ciT TbUbeolL I, 

UQinote). . 

WaaadUa, tsmnvxi hy M^M Romnninw, U. 9481 
1¥a<^, Amtrlan general; hie attack on Netefadt, it 2M. 
Wat. art et; Predeiic*q poem on tbelli. 281, 
WeahntdL Baron, hie ireaeherf to FredertCr U. ISGl 
VTormui, Bjtehopric; or» obtafned by Fraesia* li. 291. 
Wediidy Generah aojcceeds I>(ihna in command, IL 183. Pefhateid br 8k4 

tnulir ar^OtHcban, ». ' 

VTenier, Paal. hie eilventilra with Frederie. i. 100.. 

' , General, enrprines the Sweden at Pseewtf k, Ii. 158. tEe|»fleea 

Tottleben ftom Fomerania, 100. Taken pzisoner hy Ihe Ifaiii^nna, 

ireMi.oicenpMhythe'FreflehJLSS^ * . 

n^esfnuiMfer, maty of, eoncHided between Oeoige tL and IVedericy L 

VruiithmfiM Vyederna ISophiOf i. |9. 37. (See Bareitk, Blamavlne pf.) 
ir«{/iam 4«^U«ftt«, JiereditaryFrinoe of Prussia, his mtefortuneeyli.- 

68. tiarshheea of hie brother, i5. Haetens his death, 9S. 
WtUianu, Sir C H.. his opinionlirCaant Bnihl, i. 211 (note). 
WiJtckleTt acunaintance of Frederic with, at Leipsic, it. 223. 
WmUrfeUt CQlonei, defeats' Nadasti, the Hupgariao ceneral. L 393 

iaileiatGorirtE,il.60,. 

, Baron, his mission IVom Beilfn to Russia, i. 106. 

fFobmsnoWy General, takes Prince dulkowski .prisoner, ii. ISO. SUM 

at Zulliehan, 124. 
ITi^.Christisn, his philosophy lepujSBant to Fnderfo Wlllism, L 101 

Frederic corresponds wiih hinii 162w 
W&rmty treaty of. i. 238. 
Wreck, Barons, their castle of Taiirisel often Tisited by Frederie during 

his detention at Costrin, 1. 1 17. ' tB* want of gratitude to tbem^ ifr. 
IFiftn^dk, General, marches into &txofiy, iL 129^ Obliged to abandon 

Franklbrt, tfr. ' VnaMe io sare Dresden, 130. Recovers Leipeic, 131* 

OSfitons Dis troops in the connty'of Gletz, 279. , 
IfurDivri General, lepnUed by the Prussinns, IL'27^ HIS InourslaQ 

into the county qfOlatz, 282. 
Wurtemkei^, DvMe of, co-operates against Fv^dsric In 179^ ii. 144. Joins 

the Prince of D^ux-Ponts in SaxAny, IK; 
— , Prisee on commands the Pmssian cavalry at Knaen- 

dorfi U. 129. Woanded. 126. 
— ; Prince Eugene of, ta&en .prieonel' by Tottleben, if. 14ft 

Baffles the Ruasialns >it Gdlberg, 181. ReUres tc Stargard, 1)92. 

^ j , a Prlneess of, marrifl0 ta>he Graikl-duke Paul, ii. 9S17. 



ToaK, Duke of, hb^ristt to Frederie, U. 313 Ot^e). Frederic's messags 
to, tiy Dr. ZMnmermann, 310.^ - 
I . , Duchess of, grandnieoe to fVoderie. il. 211. 



962 iNDsz. 

ZaporaviaiWj sent by Catherlns IL to masBseie. the Poles In the 
Ukraine, ii. 80. 

Zaatrow, General, obMffed to stimender Schw^dnitz to Laudon, U, ITOi 

Zell^ plundered b^ the Frencb, H* 7% > 

ZUgmha^, bemegtsd by Priqee^tfrdlnftndt ii. 174. 

ZSethett, General, attacks the Saxons at HennersdorT, I. S72. Com- 
mands the left wing of the Prosstans at Breslatt, ii. 75. JoiiM the 
king, at aiogau, ib. ^^^haras in the victory ac I^ifsa, 7d. Cboaea the 
i^itivos to Bara, 62. Comcnanda the right nvfng of tjie Prussiane at 
Torgau, 164. Asslats materially in gaining tbe bat(le« 105. Mttch 
esteemed by Frederic, 304. 

Zimmermann, Dr.^ mentions the numerooa suicides among the Prua* 
sian body-guards, i. 331. Fi-ederic^a letter to, ii. 311. Visits hinv 
311^-318. Takes his leave. 318. 

ZiTKundoi^^ M. de, negotiates for Saxony at Teschen,.ii. 285. 

Zips, in Iroland, the troops of the empress-qneen take pqssesaloa o^ ii 
2*1. 

Zittau, Prinoe William's communicatioii ¥^1111, cot pff* U. 98. 

aiorTutof/; battle of, U. 88-101. 

ZuUiekatt, battle oC^ IL 12Sr 
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